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OYMAMICS OF RURAL LAND UTILIZATION IN AKWA 18014
GTATE, MIGERIA: HIGHLIGHTS, CONSEQUENCES AND THE

WAY FORWARD

ldorenyin lnyang .
Department of Geography & Regional Planning
University of Uyo . g

PREAMBLE:
In 1998 parts of Akwa lbom State witnessed unusually heavy

precipitation during the rainy menths of between Jun: and

" geptember. Atotal of 1158mm was recorded at the UNIUYO

MET station out of the year's total 2033.4mm. The conse-
quence of this phenomenon was flooding in different parts
of the State, especially in parts of Obot Idim and Nung Udoe
in Ibesipko/Asutan Local Government Area (L.G.A), ltuk
Mbang and Ikot Esse in Uruan L.G.A. and in parts of Oruk
Anam and Ukanafun L.G.A.s. While some communities con-
sulted oracles and made sacrifices to appease the gods;
many Christians attributed the unusual flooding to sins of
the people and organised prayers to seek divine favour (ituen,

1998:193).

When a team of geographers from the University of Uyo
studied the phenomenon at some of the sties it was discov-
erad that the water table was very high and that the ground
was already overchargad with soil moisture. A likely conse-
quence was flooding. -Most importantly it was discoverad
that the flooding was'cyclical; coming after every 17 years,
that very one being the third in recent living memory of the’
local inhabitants. In the other L.G.As, the same trend was
reported. The 1998 flocding became mora spectacular due |
to undue intarference on the land. Over the years popula-
tion densities have gone up and the pressure on land had

1



f ‘.*"f'Landus

Lo :"Udo R K (1953 ‘Patters of Popula

Usoro i (1988) “Man's Role in Envi

)i . opulat
P pb’

sl ok p‘ | 2 tpatte aThfeat RUfai Deve‘Opment‘., :

o4 ).Sem . The case of Dispersed Settlements jq

: ':iig'ég)' ‘Orgams'“g B
d Are as.ALo
Vol 25, pP- S-1o,

s
.............

D
fai ,'-‘-NA_LDA Lagos .

A(ZGO) Po pulatron Gr
e in Ibiaku Uruan Village
Pro;ect presented to t
Planmng Un:uyo

tern of Eastem ngena TESG Vol

tion Dlstnbutnon and Setttement

in Eastern Nrgena Geographrcal Rewew Vol. 4 ( 1) pp 53 57

(1 966) 'Transformatzon of

cai Afnca N:genan Geographrcal Jouma! Vot 9, pp 1129-144.

in the Densely P0pulated parts 0
-States”, Semmar paper, Departmentof
Plannmg Unwersuty of Calabar :

el 4
- .'L

il and Envrronment The Gleb
..'_ét al (200' ton R ports Senes M No 15 Baltlmo;::

o Cmn s '

g N i Ay e SRS A
il L& .--'_.._.l"_'.p..'.-.‘:_-,
(.

.
ey L.
g Ry

navelop 9 ESt te ofN gena Man and Development Vol 5 | .".

en gl

e Rurat Space for Developm - ln‘{ ,
ok at Soulh Eastern ngena Ge o

ion and lts lmpact on the Env:ron_ -
tan LGAAKS, inUkpong, L.E. (ed) -
nanE wronment NGA 1998 Uyo pp.

v ies A A R e SR G e NP

ervens:on !ts Deve!opment Strateg,es |

owth and Change in Agncultural : |
e in Uruan LGA AKS, AResearch -
he Department of Geography and Regnonal _

T iach b bt kL S b

e Ilin Concept in the Rural Set'tleme'nt Pat.".? )
i e ‘.,;..Okal’or F 'C. (1981) The Fi 72(3) PP 176- 181

39 ‘. . \ g ? . ! “,o.
i Hl A M LR e d b
g ;,.."._‘ -Ot_q‘\ wmﬁw

Rura! Settlemenls in Bntush Tropu- .

ronmental Cns:s Case Studies i3
f Akwa lbom and Cross River .~
Geography and Regnonal -

-
—_—

B N T

: (—— L " < R e -
- * fomgs’ 27 Y @ un B Ll it T Ll D . -t
. O : : . ; .
A 18] . g . . Ry HE R 4 ik . .
A3 L S .' . ‘. o 2 - . Sy p o ) :

-

o
b L oL DU Lo

-

3
Py A M Oen ndes
pi e e
ol i
O B s i

-
R
i
.Q

- :y-t-a.—-.- ?4...“."...*‘._'_ 5

.Kew'ords. chr!dbeanng, chrldreanng. femmy £ ’ o

s 253
RO =Y

i T .

.u. ! .L.".

lbom Journal of Socxal ! sues \'ol 6 No 2 July2001

 THE DYNAMICS OF CHILDBEARING AND CHILDREARING I
Nucenw THE CASE OF u.oceo COm w.umw R

3 3 - . . . ~ »
hod J s » . .. . : b e o5
4 L. > X e e o
w A0 % s e . :
. _ ;
.
. o b - ® ! ,
. . M ‘.'.. . ' )
; vt ) NP ? . z :
v . - . . ¢ 3

ONIPEDE WUSU

; ‘ Department of Geography And Planmng

Faculty Of Social Sciences
Lagos Sta{e Umversuty, O;o. ey
' Lagos it o

e The amcfe exam:nes the changes that have { aken p!ace in the study popu- e
- lation in aftitude fowards chr!dbeanng and rearing. Based on a ‘sample .- |
.. size of 150 respondents, quanhiatrve and qualdatrve data were gathered. 4
- Datarevealthat the ewareness of the populationis gradua!ly being geared
_towards the gainsin. ‘small family size.’ The atlention is now being shifted - -
.+ from quantily to quality of children. Thus posilive socro-cuhural changeis i

- {aking place 10 preparelhe way fora suslamable femhtydec!me perhaps,-'f,;

4 et replacemenl fevel. However ihe behef of seeing chr!dren as economrcf- "
" commodities in which case they have to contribule {o famr!y income as - -,
't well es being responsrb!e for parental up- keep at old age is str!l srgmﬁ- 2
- cant. Therefore, conscious effort must be made at drawing up a compre- . S .
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- of suslamable femMy dechne " o, oy e Rt Ty o

N




decline eluded s(lb-Saharan Afr

foctility
lhea;::ly (C 4ldwell, Orubuloye and Caldwel), 199>.

1§ oy d in Asian :
ility transition emerge : #70 L
d fes far back as 1970s. The situation in sug}

d Et?hat high fertility persisted in the region iy
230 -232). The situation in West Afric,
t critical where a number of traditionay
y decline an awkward task.

unanimously S .
til recently (Caldwell, 1991:

has been described asfmr(t)ilsit
institutions have made fe

o sition as one of the countries in the rea.
Nigeria mai” Fa.m:t?ngi;pao sort of pervasive fertility transition ur:il
gion not partde'P(ombU,oye. 1995:139 — 140). However, research
the last deca f have indicated the commencement of a delicata
reports rece.n‘t‘;; 1 the southwestern part of the country (Garenne
fertility trans.;_t;'?s suggests that there must have been some changes
etal 2000)- ;tural dispositions to childbearing and childrearing in
in the socio-Cu «d make this assertion considering the reasons
this area. One cou f high fertility in the country,

. sustenance O ) >
pout bfo'r;;irc(i1 ;%fsf?gg _ 140) rightly observed that high fertility per-
rubu :

H orary Nigerian society as a result of
sists in tradltanaiiglfu‘;;” ft:g:grs wrr};ichghave their roats in familial
prevailing socﬁzI Iy Childbearing and childrearing attitudes
and social orgma.o - conglomerates of socio-cultural factors. By
Cof'smufe bzzrd ci\ildbearing and childrearing, we mean the cul-
attitudes Jow toward having children and the value placed on
tural dispositions d be considered realistic that little moderniza-

f these socio-cultural factors.

their training. It shou
' ad the wall o ,
tion must have penetrat . g

This is responsible for the level of ferti
of Nigerian population still resides in

the rural areas (National population commission 1991). If the re-

ine i ili 1d be sustainad the rural ar-
Hy reported decline in fertility shog :
;:2 c/ann%t be left out. It is against this background that this study

seeks fo examine what the situation is as regards attitude towards
” 14

Moreover, over fifty percent

csin, &

n studied by various scholars who hay,
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childbearing and childrearing in :‘iﬁf’am}i‘nﬂ}fﬁ;}fy ‘fr”}:Y 20q1 R
is {o empirically consider the subject matier in viéw :fri?alor. 2im
role in any serious ferlility decline. In this regard, the aniqi Critical
ines: childbearing and childrearing in retrosBect in order 1o ‘e o=
what the siluation was in the past; the present situation in thee: il
munity regarding the attifude towards childbearing and childreacr)i?
with the aim of pointing oul the implication for sustainable fenilitg

decline in rural arezs of Nigeria.™ -

ATTITUDE TOWARDS CHLDBEARING AND CHILDREARING IN
RETROSPECT

A number of {raditional atlitudes related 1o childbearing and

childrearing are sustained by socio-cultural institution the sub-re-

gion that must be mentioned when considering the persistence of
high fertility in the region.

African traditional religion places high emphasis on the cult of an-
cestors belief which still play an important role in life. It is a widely
spread view that ancestors favour the sustenance of lineage, which
thus encourage high fertility (Caldwell, 1981:231). With this belief,
the adoption of birth control measures in traditional societies is
generzlly seen as a disregard for the ancestral spirits that are wor-
shipped and highly dreaded. Elderly members of various families

oppose any non pronatalist position. In fact serious pressure is .

moutded on family units who favour restriction to childbearing
(Renne, 1996: 170 — 174). In some {raditional communilies there
exist what can be regarded as societal sanctions such as those
often enforced with the threat of ancestral punishment, which are
imposed on any member of such communities who is opposed to

large number of children, '

It is typical of African {reditional society that parents and members

of the exiended family expect economic relurns from their children.

Thus in the sub-region, childbearing is seen as an invesiment that

yields profit in form of wezlih flow in the direction of parents (Caldwell

1982). Children are born in their dozens mostly with the hope that
15
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' il ically. This st .

heir families ecc?nomuca arts ri
they would suppf)rt lhy child labour is a very common pheng:'lnlefmm
carian society, children constjt Non
e of labour on farmlands. Related to thijg ;

' d this attracts

: enlarge family an cts greater
hildren adholding. Therefore, high fertij; Sharg

= by is se
Orubuloye, 1995:139). In addition, Ch'ldbearing in Afer?
as a profit ( cen considered as a sure Security to wome,

: I s
can society haserally reated as secondary citizens and whe, the:

men are gen T o ' .
V\é?marriEd “hild bearing is primary where ifa woman is not fecund

ili he would keep her
the probability that s mar
for any .ra'is;f; ) capses members of the extended family give g,
very low. . in some cases they are driven out of the;

vomen terrible tim :
e r the man IS forced to marry another Woman

' homes 0 . .
!\l':?: z?t?tide -eflects how important childbearing and large nyp,.

bers of children are to iraditional African Society (Renne 1996:172).

S the faqy

atalism of African societies is further demop,.
: cror with which barrenness is viewed. Barren women
Ztrr:ttergg ;?etg?nh:uch a way that they feel unwanted. A region where
:nfant mortality level was vety high and quite msatlgble demand for
1dren. even women who have been blessed with a number of
c:fldren'desire more. The major reason advanced was the fear of
;elcoming ‘parren” suddenly if anything happens (accident or natu-
ral death) and all the children die overnaght'm case of having .two to
tour children. Therefore, women favour high number of children,
This risk of becoming “barren'.makes men to embrace pc.)lyg-/ny.
which makes the number of children per household very high.

Furthermore, the pron

' \ditional society in Nigeria the practice of sprgading
:geaetzgf:rlntircacotst of childrearing across the egtended.famlly .h.as
been identified as one of the factor for persnstgnt hlgfw .fertlhty,
There is a gap between those who take reproductive decus:or.x ?"d
those who actually bear the economic burden of such dfecnsnor.\.
Thus, childrearing becomes cheap and having too many children is
therefore encouraged (Ainsworth, 1996:82, Caldwell, 1991:231and

Orubuloye. 1995: 140). Thisisin contrast with what is obtain

16

Ute a de. ..

S et 5N i, W B F 5 s iAW B R, P

4
. ¢
. v
- -
PO R ‘:-"*\WM‘MW: u*m‘“%q.-&w)mlw \‘h'f‘W‘M'ﬂMw’

Ibom Journal of Social Issues Vol.6, No.2 July 2001

able in industrial highly urbanized societies. In such societias inda-
pendent childreanng is what is obtainable and by this, parents bear
solely the economic implications of their reproductive decisions,
since quality training is emphasizad, the cost of raaring a child to
adulthood is quite enormous. It therefore becomes impearative for
people to embrace small family size (Alwin, 1996: 178 — 181).

Moreover, the fact that husbands and their relations are often re-
sponsible for decisions in their families while the wives are only left
with the option of taking care of their homes (Isiugo-Abanihe 1994);
and considering the pervasive practices of women bearing the day

- to — day economic consequences of niaintaining their homes; -

also with very low level of contraceptive prevalence if at all in prac-
tice; high fertility is inevitable (Babalola 1992:3 and Caldwell, 1991:
231). In other words, a man could take reproductive decision with-
out having to bear extra directeconomic burden in the family. Since
the wife has no power to oppose his demand for sex in order to
keep her marriage and she lacks the courage of adopting covert
use of any contraceptive, childbearing continues usually until meno-
pause.

Considering the fact that age at first marriage in traditional African
society is low, the beginning of regular sexual relation also very
early in such societies where literacy level is very low and contra-
ceptive prevalence has been very low coupled with the subjugation
of women in marital homes, childbearing is started very early. Since
once a woman gets married keeping her marriage is dependant on
having children, childbearing follows immediately. Such women who
get married very early continue childbearing for quite a long time. A
contributing factoris the rarity of women involvementin formal em-
ployment. They are always available for taking care of babies.
Therefore, having babies and rearing them is cheap. This situation
encourages high fertility.

What we have tried to do so far is to present a brief review of the
socio-cultural gha(acteristics of typical African society that form the
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PONDENTY -

-NTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF RES
\5L51:PERCENT
:ﬁ;ClO-ECONO""lC CHARACTERISTICS ‘. ..

HARACTERISTICS Number Percentage
SEX g0 - 55, 94
Female 63 44. 06
pMsle
5?05 6 4.2
00— 24 26 18.18
-5 _ 29 26 18.18
. 0 34 23 16 08
. e
20- 44

; 32 22,38
2456
EDUCATION :
Pre- Primary 2 1.4 ;
Primary 56 39.16
Post - Primary 26 18.18
Post — Secondary 21 35526
None .
OCCUPATION ’
self employed 11 7.69
Wage earners 11 7.69
Traders 57 39.66
Farmers 61 42.66
Unemployed 3 2.10
RELIGION
Christianity (Catholic) 19 13.29
Christianily (Non-Catholic) 60 41.96
Mushm 59 41.26
African Tred:tional 5 3.50
INCONME
< N500 13 9.09
500~ N1000 25° 17.48
N1001 - N1500 14 9,79
N1501 - N2000 5 3.50
N2001 - N2500 9 6.29
>N 2500 3p 20.98
Unknovt'n 44 30.77
Unempioyed 3 210
TOTAL 143 100

e

Ibom Journal of Social Issues Vol.6, No.2 July 2001
Source: Fieldwork at llogbo — Eremi, 1 999.

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE AND FERTILITY

One of the most significant factors determining fertility level in de-
veloping countries, especially sub-Saharan African countries is age
at marriage (Sushama, 1996:118 and Orubuloye, 1995: 130). The
commencement of childbearing early in life constitutes one of the
first crucial barriers to fertility transition that must be addressed in
order to pave way for any meaningful fertility decline in Nigeria. In
table 2, median ages at first marriage are 23.5 and 19.43 for male
and female respectively. If compared with 18.9 reportad in Orubuloye
(1995:140) for Southwestarn Nigeria, it is obvious that there has
been an increas2 of about 5 years for male median age at mar-
riage and 1 year for their female counterpart. |

In such a rural community where the level of literacy remains reia-
tively low, particularly for female sex, the age at first marriaga ob-
served in the study is expected. The fertility level (using average
family size) manifests an appreciable decline; between 2.7 and 4.5
on the average, compared to between 6 and 8 or more in the past
( Orubuloye and Oguntimehim 1999); for @ more sustainable fertil-
ity decline a higher age at marriage is necessary.

TABLE 2: Age At First Marriage And Average Family Size.

AGE
(Marriage) MALE FEMALE
15 N CEB N Family Size
16 -19 06 4.2 8 3
20 - 24 11 4,5 35 2.7
25 29 15 4.0 30 3.3
20 — 34 01 60 02 5.0
“as 19 3.7 08 3.6
TOTAL \ oo - - -
Source: Fieldwork at llogbo — Eremi, 1599. |
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ance with the situation in the past W
male, were left to fend for themselves very early in life. This has

actually opengd the eyes of even illiterate couples (particularly
women) to resist having pregnancies they cannot adequately cater

for and children they cannot train.

Moreover, in the village, farming among young people is becoming
;mpc[ﬁ% Therefore, the pressure is always on parents to at least
v Brfan go.through primary education and thereafter learn a

on. By this it becomes maore imperative even in such a village

community to abhor unplanned childbearing.

IDEAL FAMILY SIZE

Thec ide —
towarg;‘i:a;gfel:e?al family size is an important indicator of attitude
result of the soc'r ing. It has,baf-’“ reported in the literature that as ;
8 ook ,resro-cultl.Jral institutions existing in Migeria an aver-
Caldwell 199p1-2ers high- fertility (Orobuloye, 1995:138 — 139
. »230-231).In ;ezb!e 3, it appears that‘the socio- |
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~grhermore, the ideal family size :epresegted in the study may not
& unconnecied with the new wave of the.sdea that those who. take
reproductive decision should be responsible for the economic re-
sponsibiity. \We mzke this scseriion due to Ine fa.cl lh§t less }h.an
53 percent of the 1espondenis have some of ithenr children living
a-xay with uncles, brothers, sisters or other relatives (T able4),.T!1us
e atlitude of spreading the cost of childbearing is fast declining.
Tris must Have accounted for the level of ideal family size reporied

ibom Journzl of Social Issues Vol.6, No.2 Jul .
TLBLE 3: Educatlion and Ideal Family Size (IFS) y 2001

£DUCATIONAL WMALE FEMALE
STATUS N IFS N e
Pre- Pnmery 01 4.0 01 50
Primary 32 50 24 45
Post — Primary 06 4.1 20 43
post— Secondary 08 4.3 - _
Jone 1 46 | 40 50
TOTAL 58 . 7 °85 o

soutce: Fieldwork &t llogbo ~ Eremi, 1999.

T4BLE 4: Education and Children Living Away From Parent

MALE .
EDUCATIONAL EETALTE
STATUS N % Having children *% Having children -
living away H living avsay
Pre- Fnimary 01 0 01 -
Primary 2 28 - 28 21.43
Post—Frimary 95 0 20 30
Fost— Seconczry 98 125 . -
None " 2727 .40 20 z
TOTAL . &5 .

Source: Fieldwork at llccho ~ Eremi, 1888,

CHILDREN AND FAIMILY INCOIE

It is a widely reporied idea thet one of the reasens for persistent
kigh ferlility in sub-Szhzran Africa is the preponcerate cttitude of
bezring childien for the purpese of meking them support family
incom.e and 2s old zge securily. Considering the fact that over 60

inithe study. As a result of the fact that quelily training for childrep IS
g'adually gaining grounds in the population, respondents must have
~me 1o the rezlizetion that childbearing is becoming quiie expen-
<ige. This is frue even among the illilerale men znd women. Hence,

icﬁi}ity dgcline has uea.lly {zken off. The change in &tfilude hereby - . ¢ perceniof the Nigerian population ctilt lives on subsisience farming
=aserled is a pesitive Gevelopment. vith very poor inceme znd having barely rothing to save for
. 25 —
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. ina | till'quite signif
rchddbearmg IS S gniicant, T
. this r2asc 0 : notan'excepllon.lndeed, asrep:esemgg

wire
futur, tion 1S : :
) ,.Stud~'p0.0913' +4ran should support family income s

and women. The ideais quite com.
onarally NIg' ?atio 151 groups of women sampled. The percentaqa
o all edUC <hildren 3s tools for raising family incoma is

1dren as means of old age economic Security
b2 ous, Both men and BEATER espondents across

. qal status, e favourably disposed 10 the idea. That
J1l education? - o sampled still see children as having tha
almost a.!!_nj\v ¢ taking care of them in old age. This is one of th;
responsibility 0 ustbe addressed through a viable social secy.
yernment in order to pave way for sustainabla
the seen as 3 crucial factor in rural popuyla.
opulation) in Nigeria, judging from Table Swhere

. ainurban
fonte percent and 90 percent of men and women respactively

s pelief.

£ 5. Children and Family Income (F1) Old Age Security (0AS)

TABL
EDUCATIONAL MALE FEMALE
STATUS N A %OAS 2 . A % OAS

01 -~ -
Pre- Prmary 4 37.5 100 24 8333 9585

Primary o5 1667 100 20 60 90
Post—Primary  ,q 75 87.5 - = -
post - Secondary 14 5455 81.82 40 80 925
None 85 -

58 - - )
TOTAL

Fl: Percentage of respondent in favour of children contribution

to family incoma
OAS: Percentage of respon
security.

Source: Fieldwork atllcgbo — Eremi, 1998.
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dents who want children as old age
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Re!atfed 1o.this submission is the common practice of sex prefer-
ence in which czse male children are preferred to their female coun-
{erpari. In the sfudy population, table 6, we observe that high pro-
portion of male respondents prefer male children (between 45.45
apd 53.13 percent) while their female counterparis are favoura.bly
disposed 1o any of the two sexes. In fact between 55 and 80.07
percents of male and female respondents respeclively indicaled
that they are satisfied with any of them. The discussion in one of
{he focus groups yields the ciztement belove which throw more light

on {he preference for a pariicular sex:

“Female children are not real children be- .
cause they are normally lost o mamage.”

The bzsis of this stalement is simply the idea of having children as
old zge security. That female children are normally given out in
marriage when due. Thus, prevenis them 1o rezlly reap economic
benefit {rom them since unlike their male counierparis they often
<ubmit their wishes fo their husbands. | think the consciousness of
the continuity of lineage that has been enirenched in Nigenan fam-
ily structure (Caldwell, 1991:231) ic also responsible forv {he ubiqui-
1ous nziure of this belief in the study population. Therefore, for real
su§tainable ferlility fransition {o spread in both ruraland urba’n popu-
lztion conscious efforts should be direcied 2t alleviating povert

and effeclive sociz! security system should be evolved. {

"
,v

TABLE 6: Sex preference
EDUCATIONAL IMALE

STATUS - N imale Femzle Any N . FEWALE
Pre- Primary 01 - = ) o3 Mzale Female AnY
Fomary 32 5313 122 343 S ;i

- A 2 37 24 833 -
Post-FPrimary 05° sp 3333 1567 20 1; o :5
Post— Secondary 08 50  12.5 7 5 30 -3
None 1 4525 °.01 $0 on, > =
: —— . 4545
TOTAL sod o . ) Zg 125 75 8007

Source: Fieldvork &t llogbo — Eremi, 198€.
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CCNCLUSION |

Tho procead ag discussion has considaned the prosent attity
men and waamiaa awand chitdbeanny and childecaring Companed
withwhat has baea repoed i the past. Basad an both Gualitative
Qid guaallative data etatad in the samgaied population, itis andar.
ant that pasitive changas are taing place as regands age at 'ﬁ:st
marndgd and what s considerad ideal family size. Also the attan.
trea of parents have bagun o shilt from quantity of childivn to gual.
ty tratving for children, Thus, the dicection afwealth flow s ehang.
ing @ faveur of children and not parsnts.

awavay, the comman attitude of raising children-with the aim of
ma\ing tham suppdnt amily income as well as old aga economic
sacunly has notfully changed. Thus, although the lavel of fedility in
tha pogulation has begua to dacling, compared with the past, there
is nead for a larger scale investigation into the attitude towaed child-
beanng Ror the purposea of economic ventures in order to fashion
out sustamatle palicies that could effect fedtility transition,
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