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[ntroduction

| [[HE moment man started interacting with his peers, he
| | has entered the realm of politics. Accordingly, man 1is
described as a social animal by Aristotle, hence the social
| iteraction and relationship that often arise over limited
lsources determines the political action of a man. Politics itself
| 5said to have inherent mechanisms of breﬁving, nurturing,
“ulating, taming and resolving conflict. Ironically however
Pﬂhtllcs In most parts of the developing world tends towards:
| “nflict escalation than resolution, to the extent that one can
‘veniently say that politics in the developing world is
| Lnseparable from violence because the latter has been often
| D?WPIOYEd as a viable and valuable tool to attaining political
5 e?:r' Thls 1s why we conceived politics as “polling tricks’
" Pﬂﬁtii:;—:lie?ce 1s part of t}ée tricks employed. Consequently,
dllacts of V?oia:;(?eli;ii?e 0122'1(1:2111;}118 Taneane Seiombacsing
Wdertoy, 0 , 1s,p ; Yy motivated or w1t:,h pohtl_cal
gy es. It could be mform ot electoral problem, viz: election
N, political assassination, deliberate

) € people, mayhem in the polity, am
H prOducts

perversion of truth
. ong others. The bv.
e ‘ Of thlS includes underdeVEIOpment, prOduCtion zf
thelal' miscreants, loss of democratic culture in the people, ang

hke, This work delves into the historicity of poli’tical
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violence in Nigeria while at the same time e
contemporary Causes and effects this has had on COnsol'r:ig the
democracy in the country. idating

Conceptual Discourse

Violence, as a generic term, has a number of connotat;

may mean ‘an encounter with life-threatening forces that0 il
millions of persons in their individual and family lives i?lfffﬁt
lives of their communities and in the global ’ %
e g economy (Echoeg

1t _could also take the form of exertion of physical force so ast,
injure and abuse the weak or innocent people by forcing Oze’:

will on the victim; this could als i
! : 0 oce
wife-battering (Dokun, 2003). T

g:f;ﬁ‘;:c(gng) defines political violence as the use of threat
s i pof_mcar;ned out by an individual (or individuals)
individual andjorca system .agamst another individual (or
g pemoxl:mpgw) with the intention to cause injury
g e objectivin ﬁ)r damage or destruction to property
Sent s s choice oi; target or victim, surrounding
o tﬁattelr’lgltnenta‘fmn and effects have political
existing arr angemem,o ‘?odlfy the behaviour of others in the
consequences for the poﬁtig)a?‘:;:t:;ructure that has some
?nfiilll‘;iﬁohtlcal VllOle-n?,e 18 geared t, i

ing those aspiring for nole: owards, or is a struggle
consolidate one’s stay ip Dolitical office or an intent t0

is often dislocated to mak eloser, | ;
ew ,loses e and
contest. In this wise, pol.:;i?aaor‘ : verything

War'that ig itical
weapons to use and will even prefo . , future politic?
¢

Puliﬂcﬁ‘ g Viglence: Its Chal

a weak state system in Africa which, more

jting 01 ; bk
to violent political struggle.

1 Wa:han not, brings @ recourse
uﬁeiﬁtes inter alia:

What peeds to be kept in view 1is 'that Iimite_d
isation means that the African state 18
| tremely weak to perform adequately the essential
functions of the state. The African state hampers the
realisation of the law of value and the development of
the productive forces... The state in post-colonial Africa
is unable to mediate the struggle between classes and
| even within classes, particularly the hegemonic class.
| The net effect of this is that politics, essentially the
struggle for control and use of state power, becomes
warfare. Power is overvalued and security lies only in
getting more and more pOWer. There is hardly any
restraint on the means of acquiring power, holding it or
using it. Might is coextensive with right (Ake, 1989:45)".
Where this kind of situation prevails, it will attract bad
leadership who could not fathom the essential needs of
the state but rather, will be buried in power acquisition
to consolidate their wealth and status, This, in no little
‘way, will automaticity hamper development.

Tl}e concept of development evolved in the realm the social
siences for the guidance of new nations that won their
independence after the Second World War (1939-45). Indeed,
the idea of development itself was not new. It was largely

|expressed in the theory of social change which could be

tonceived as a transition from simple to complex forms, from
loss efficient to more efficient forms, o from ordinary to better
forms. (Gauba, 2007: 476). Commenting still on developments.

J.H Mittelman (1988) defines it as ‘the increasing capacity to
] and human resources for social

make rational use of natura
ends,’ Whereas u.ndGErdevelopmﬁ‘nt denotes ‘the blackage which
tion of the social structure.’

forestalls a rational transfor®™?

L important definitions of development also tend to
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: such as good health
ww.mr rate of employment, and
cial miscreants in a country.

M_mmﬂpm social wrongdoer and
- cE the society. This set of
omﬁmmm_wmw% mb.m a host of other

e miscreants are the

people often Hmmowwﬂwﬁw WM%%W@O
ry,

inhumane actg j
1n th
tools used by politic; € state, Be

fair; to consolidate g

- m 1
an elusive task. Tlocracy in thig king of
0

De i A
e o
framework for M%W@Ewa& Emﬂgﬁoamﬂgm maintenance and
e m_oM contestants, mmmm the only legitimate
2005:375) bnnowm%mMonmso (Iufoye ool as adherence t0
Z lamond > MBung;

deep legitimation such O ach;
¢ 2 Chiay:
ch that all signific,,, Ving broad (and)
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0
hat the democratic

mass levels, believe t ratl
other realistic

elite and
i (B r their society than any

gystem is better fo :
%Emaé they can imagine.
To consolidate dem
such country imb
place a premium On ri
the individual from state

ocracy in a country will mean the people of
ibing the democratic culture and values that
ghts which guarantee the freedom of
“abuse and infringement of rights

by other individyals (IDEA, 2000:27). It .?.agmw. guarantees
equality before the law as well as providing opportumties
for all citizens to have equal access to the material and
cultural resources that guarantee their basic livelihood.
Democratic consolidation is the introduction of popular
participation (e.g. by holding elections), competition and
democratic liberties into 2 previously authoritarian or
totalitarian nation. More specifically, Linz and Stephan
(1996:7) have identified five arenas of consolidation:

() A free and active civil mo&ma% ﬁ.rma facilitates the freedom of
association and communication; -l

(ii) a relatively autonomous political society that leads to
political competition through free and inclusive elections:

(iii) the introduction of the rule of law in order to St

democratic ﬁdmﬁwmm\mamwmowﬂﬂo e
(i) state bureaucracy iha sed by the new democratic

government; and for the plurali
dbase pluralism and autonomy of

(v) an wdmﬂgﬁosmmmm Elect;
; . Blectio
al society n alone may not suffice as

civil and politic not :
an indicator of ﬂrm%mﬁuﬂw to mwﬁm.ogﬁg s democratic, but
such election Bﬁmh%%%% mmBooumm”ow ﬁ%m changes bmmmmm
ing the ¢ : and must
WM#MMM wbmmﬁsaosm and the society as 3 whoe 2dCetiboth
.16) argue that dem :
al (197 losMik Ocratic consolidats:
hich the TWies, Instityt; solidation ;
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3}?3(:;?:“; ;l:vlzl](il:igs :Ed values in societal institutig | antgebratios that is, the distance between expectation
a widesp;ead ]iegth;:;t' emlfndsets of the population: innshand |» ‘ jevement- Ted Gurr, in his own View, emphas1s.e's Fhe
e f;c;n 0 bdenno?racy through the SOE;_ ort, i Eve jeprivation £2P ll)etween expectation and capablht1e§,
Rt e ::rlx 1:s::iantn.ve, as opposed to m ;:tly ) ﬁlﬂcelltl'al premise of this theory. Put simply, Fhe hypothesis
e bagked l(: out: an electoral fagade i I‘: { | gsthat aggression is alwaysa regult of frustration. The secpnd
civil and ecoromic suciety(Adri:a czlemocratlsation ofpolitl'c:l |t of this theory is the notion of relatn_re de_prwatmn,
i3/t ATy T S 1, 2010:3). Succinetly put this ! oreted tomean a state of mind where there is a discrepancy

Cy can be consolidated ans iveen what men seek and what seems attainable. The third

strengthened: but in Niger:
TR ) in Nigeria’ ; 3 3 g .
geria’s case, wolegce, as alluded t; |pioot of the theory 18 «“revolution of rising expectations.”

earlier, is seen ag t
to achieve their po]i}tliec:lnga:rfrslogr:}?iby p(’ll.tlca\] office seekerg ifically, the latter locates the genesis of violence in the feeling
?}?Jkes violence inevitable in thg cou Stm’lbndl-e.d lust for power Jdissatisfaction arising out of the comparison between what one
s explains why the country is ndry s political power play aently enjoys and what one expects; what one thinks one ought
underdeveloped, in the ﬁrst; yhave or what one regards as ideal. The shortcomings of

nations have been identified by various

t i
Pt s0 by the political elite, psy‘chologica] expla
he, for instance, argues that political

, underdevely ;
z .’Pment and its attendant effects of sholars. Anifowos

the breeding of
el&ctoral B0 Socmllmscreants A
democratl)::u():l(:ar? 14 manipulation, arhrcl);or health facilities, qentists and sociologists who adopt it have become more
no how politlcaiuilidiﬁ‘tloninthe country. A fir(;fﬁlers, haf?l_’(’—r sychological than psychologists. Psychologists have long
next discourge, o'ence emanated will be the elifxpﬂsnmn sablished that it is not always the case that deprivation would
subject of our lud to frustration, which would in turn instigate aggression.

isalso suggested that “the extensive focus on the individual

|« qoup internal mechanisms is asystemic; the attempt to
rnslocate micro to macro behaviour could be frustrating’

the causes of g many efforts haye b
G e

as well as the%mg:ls“‘ﬂ“ce i e unravelling | fliw, 2007:165)

18 N0 monocausg] ates Governme nold Forster e

Perusing li“eratufezlt Ofl?olitical Violen::: CDn.(:lude that there The second explanation for violent conflict identified ]Dy

olowing modelg of p:ﬁs}ﬁes the caUSati;ref Owose (2006:5), | hnifowose is the systemic theory, which proffers a socio-
(@) The relatiye dep;l violence: actors under the | dructural explanation for the aetiology of violent conflict.
0 %l;stration, aggres Si:)‘;a;mn, rising expectat; fording to Johnson (2002), “any analytical penetration of the
© Th: system hypOthESig; a):}l:‘othesxs; lons and ; be!l?lviour characterised as ‘purposive poli_tical vwlen.ce mgst
Th e hypotheg Plhhse asits tool a consideration of the social context in which

e relative deppivari Mok lloceurs
s Privation e

aggression hypothes; 1, Tising ¢ % : .

i esi Xpectation Fof] ; S tem did not deliver
of political ggrns 2 Lends towards a payehapy . FUstration whllo}m (1979:149) writes, “When the SYSLZ 1. continued
Who stresses o o, 0Ong itg Ogical explar pr | thatits Jeaders had promised, and the politic

8es a “revolutiop Proponents wag *Planation fhagl P ’ﬁﬁ that the elite themselves
ATy gap” or, in thej Cleraben | O the masses to make sacriices iy
{ I famoyg Ph-ras:’ -‘ :'e“nwﬂling to make, much of the aura of ltegd1 'II‘];le T o
) i 1 Lan : dissipated.
i 428 the decolonisation pffi‘: “vvﬁe eroded.” Consequently,
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the modernisation theory explains violence from the defici
1Clency

of the political system in i
L the performing legiti i
: t:)t:i'ilb}xtmn funf;tmns. Thus, the onus is on the system t. e
IC vine functions effectively. operform
ommenting still on political viol

e _ violence, Claude Ak

o iﬁ(t)llflczl vmle.n.ce depends on the propensity to ii\f OnFendS
determinzshja pol'ltlcal_actor has to invest or not to in: St’tthflt
instability insn lzzllzltile mvol\{)ement. He opines that the pe:htwi?;{

. scanbe explained b i
to invest, th AR Y thehigh .
o explc)itz t};f,(;vena\_nce of which Ake locates in tie z:;gzgs'lty
political elite int regime of colonialism, which socialised St?}-‘ie
R r:; thtlf:al culture characterised by a lack ?
power. This is devoiilal?t in the quest for, and the exercise Of
obligation or good go“:ei[:::ahty of power, the limit of politicoai
: ent. 1 ;
}F}f: with no other option than o m’?]:e nationalist leaders were
L Itlekes the use of violence £t epvstem pnooyernable
in political strategy, Ake wr.n:e:‘PI'Obable and enduring lesson
To a very great exten; :

experience persists. This
new states, and in ¢

, the i

is’:: mflueece of the colonial

o pd_ctlplfest in the statism of the
wical authoritarianism: the

reasons why viol

: X ent it 1

insecurity in the countI;Ohtlcs thrive in“:mg as part of the

inefficiency of the nati(my resulting from ; he country: The

power/position and con:ilsgcu?ity outh; EEfIfECtiveness 2

ll:nhealthy rivalry among c1 ation of self ; € love for political
as made youths easily s

0ntending X n Powep:
I ding polt; r; and the
political money bags A mt:]:%l Parties, which

Nipulation by the
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Po

: put, while one unequivocally agrees with the fact
tv network and apparatus of the state are inept,

t viable enough to provide an unblemished

te, one cannot jettison‘ the fact that most
jtical Killings and violence g0 unresolved and unravelle

cause of the connivance of the security outfits With the state.
f the state, the securlty outfits are easily

ulnersble to state manipulation, and it 18 not likely that a
siolent act perpetrated by such hegemons would be uncovered.

Historical Antecedents of Political
Violence in Nigeria

nitical crises durin
nore from Nigerians s
lws that were inimical an
sten than not, violence was are

jod were engendered

howing resentment to foreign rule and
d strange to local traditions = more
resorted to, as a way of showing

rsentment the colonial policies and a re-affirmation 0? the
villingness of Nigerians torule themselves. The Egba }lpﬂsmg
or Adubi war of 1918 occasioned by accumulated grievances

over the administrative innovation of the British authorities,
. 1918, the Aba

tspecially the imposition of direct taxation 1n
ted by a rumour over payment of tax

strike of 1945 and
006:31—54), are

g the colonial per

d by the general
of 1949 (Anifowose; 2

the Enugu Colliery strike :
tmmon examples in this direction.

| While 3 ce the fact that colonial legacies
"hile we cannot discountenan indirect rule,

and its corollary, _
among others had their own
d to post—colon}al

dEVaSt o .b te

ating effects and thus contrl u _

4 to readjust the @ cial beundgnes
. -d authorty within

E:litical violence, the bl ! paeeE
eated and reasserting the hitherto eprlnt chiefs tself poised

the ethnic nationali do warra
nic nationality of the pseu 0 Gl :olence here
a . : Jitical vioié
Problem. Conversely, 0UT disCUSEIOR ol B he 19508 to date
the per] ish and self-

wzens more extensively 00
i en political violence has @ e

grandisi tion 1ro 1 :
sing colorati 7 political crises
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resulting from the ind :
ependen :
Anthony Ena - ce motion mo
that fo]]yc,)wed ?I? ?;Edﬁgfesﬁseq%nt SenSitisat‘ifsg c:y Chief
. 3 X m .
Km}ierty destroyed. any lives were lost and va]ﬁ:i)gln
gain, as ; e
elections mgfltiz?i tl;l}; ﬁ‘nl_fOWOSe (1982:56), the 1959
competition in Nigeri s of a bitter and inte fe‘.ieral
S tI}gltrarlan politics. The election w nse politica]
j s ) as said t,
NPC — because i ee major political part 0 be
it was to deci 1es — AG, NCN
them at ind ecide the balance ’ Cand
party, the pzﬁfndence, In the bid to make tijife}izger between
iitis Tt its};made concerted efforts to woo th a national
NoC e ]:Jrerture_s were, however, rebuff d(i) two major
respectively. It w‘;zti(; In the northern and the Easty both the
distrust and’ ; ainst this back ern states
X conflict am G ground of deep-
became independent ong Nigerian politicians thz‘:pN Eootgd
i ) geria

In the earl
y years of ind

reared its u dependence, the m

Belt. The vio%tla);cie:}f In the Western Re(;il:rtler called violence

the First Republic (Axiijiensumil ultimately led tartlg s

The intervention of hOWoge, 1982; Dudley, 1 9; e collapse of

persistent political the military did not i1 3; Ziclar, 1982).

acts of ethnic c1Eanvi°le"ce: hich Rt abate the

event that later cul sing against easterner sed unprecedented

in the Eastind the urimatc orr ol e oD
subsequent outbreak ofc'%zf’fnortherners

1Vl war.

Throu
rough much of th
poh_txc T Elank :t sgventles, there were fi :
table though were the ig;r b dentales
: 9 coup d'et
at

violence duri
uring thi .
vocal elements in csiv.}r)i_tl3 noq were directed again
Society — labour uniongep, < CRININg
onists stud
) ents and

By and 1
. arge, whe
reins of po n the militar
wer, the political e] tz i;’ﬁgt}tiatllly handeq Ove‘ 4
; ad been oyt ver the

FEN
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1979. Though there
orded, maybe due

the litigation that greeted the
yers were not willing to
ture of politics in the
the deep divisions among the political
e elections, when petitioners’
b the court for lack of merit’ and
gfﬁlﬂjtary went ahead to swear in the National Party of
<ooria (VPN) candidate, Alhaji Shehu Shagari, at the federal
a and Thonvbere (1985:7 69) however note that the
heightened, 23 was

relationships,

ng this period had become
ent in the intergovernmental :

gecally when different parties controlled states. The ruling
eral government seemed not to enjoy legitimacy over the
s where different parties ruled. This, of course, made the
uation during this time SO appalling; 28 corruption was on
Iehigh side, and austerity measures ad a telling effect on
lepopulace. Nigerians therefore hoped for 2 messiah to come:
ecember Sl 1983 was most
tually took toO the st_reets to
torship by politicians an

i ing military

incom _
olitical violence

iolence: |ts Cha

mble for power in
f violence rec

ndV

; the scra
ﬂmlﬂli‘ﬁ'i glajilncjdences o

presence,
e showed that the pla
indicator of the na

b
fmuj, Republic Was
nd after th

hrown out of

7

8
el Falol
ysion durd
farly evid

(msequently, the coup of D

‘ected. Many Nigerians a¢
elbrate their Jiberation from dict2
d“jnwlftlngly gave legitimacy to the
Alitatorship. Thus be 0

3 gan an ) : d
T L les i
fthe press, freedom of SPeeCh and 2ss9°° v]vn ‘overboard
he?dom from arbitrary 2 est, Were . ;Oviolence during:r
:l};"hticians were the major Jiticians WIC conducted left no
lietime; the way the trial of P° y honvbere: 1985).

Unein do . .
ubt with them SR nother military era
ore deva®

E.There 1S no gainsaying tha th m tating consequences
has &

jﬂlNigeﬁa always comes e ptly described the
0s88 mes &r d the worst of times.”
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era political violence was carried

where any would-be detractors w
put summarily to death. Tobe pye
sent to Dele Giwa, the plane crag
and ambitious military officers,
democracy demonstration were all incidences of politica] Violeng
committed during his tenure, These were however climaxeq Wit}e;
the annulment of the June 12, 19

93 elections, Which, of ¢q
was what eventually led to the demise of that regime. o

out with military Precigjgp,.
ere either sent ¢ the goa) 01;
Cise, the case of 5 lettey bom},
h involving you

ng, lnteujgent

: Shehu Musa Yar' Adua (red)
il fop a.llegedjy : nd Oladipo Diya were clamped into

ull;ﬁttmg acoup, Upfortunately, Wwhile Obasanjo
incarceration The tpozeined their freedom, Yap

ar'’Adua died in
Safiosign e:;th of Abacha however brought succour
Ubakar g4, Orthy after his death Gen Abdulsalam
$Infentiop ¢, - Mantle of leadership anq announced
e Rauguratiop £ e ower to clvilians, 5 Promise that Jed to
i Ofthe fourty Republic on May 29 1999
18, howe i
s At ;‘r“g‘)?tant tosay that the reintroduction of jyi]
€ count ®ightened ¢}, spate of politica] violence in
Dumber gf ;0 €Public alone accountg for the highest
at the case SaSSInations in history. A statistica] look
atit aceq s for n? OCCurreq during this perioq alone reveals
Put toget re than those of the first thy
Complicateq |,

€e republjc
hos't an Qfﬁong, 2007: 14). This is furthe:
age-taklng, kidnapping at the threshg)q of

il
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