OL 2. NO 4, 2010

S

Cendia de Develo;ﬁlent |
. Et D’Echanges Endogenes, (IDEE)
Quidah near Cotonou, Benin Republique

A Publication of Centre for Issues in the Development of Africa
(CENDIA)




r o—
‘

Internationa] Journal of Issues in the

Development of Africa
Vol. 2 No. 4 [2010]

CENDIA
Institute de Development
Et D’Exhange Endogenes (IDEE)
QUIDAH Benin Republic

A publication of Centre for Issues in the Development of Africa



CONTENTS

United States of Africa, Myth Or Reality
- Olusegun Yerokun 1

Coloniality, Feminism and the African Past:
A Case of Akachi-Ezeigbo's the Last of the
Strong Ones - Adeniranye Adeyinka Charles 28

La Place Des Languages Dans Le Development
Des Etats Africains — Olowolagba Comfort o

History of Childhood Sexual Abuse as
Correlative of Adolescent Sexual Behaviour
— Omoteso Ronke A., Ajeigbe Taiwo O. 68

Use of the English Language in Politics and
Development of Nigeria: Dichotomising

Between the Ruler and the Ruled

- Ajani Daniel Taiwo 86

Rebranding and Leadership Roles in Africa:
A Religious Approach for Nigeria's
Development — David Olu Akanbi 101

God Fatherism in African Politics: The Nigerian
Experience — Fatile Jacob Olufemi &
Adejuwon Kehinde David 114

The United States of Africa and World Powers

in Global Economic Competition: Possibilities
and Limitations — Akhakpe Ighodalo 139

1v



GOD FATHERISM IN AFRICAN POLITICS:

THE NIGERIAN EXPERIENCE
By

DR. FATILE, JACOB OLUFEMI,

AFEGBUA, SALAMI ISSA
and

ADEJUWON, KEHINDE DAVID
Department Of Public Administration
Faculty Of Management Sciences .
Lagos State University, Ojo, Lagos State, Nigeria

Abstract

ism is a global phenomenon, its emergence in Africa
S:j?tg:zse?n fro?n thef}act that Afrif_‘a is a region u[J.Jtl'ereI
political positions are seen as goldmu?es and the poli :rf:i
terrain as the easiest means to wealth: influence, power i
relevance. This paper x-rays the origin, nature,‘ fac.toa:i o
breed godfatherism and the evils of godfat_hensm in ﬁ;fts
democratic experiment. It argues that the motives and purir t
of the godfathers are counter—productufe to tfle socull'[ Fonhaalfe
in governance. Moreso, godfatherismin A fnca_n po Lr,uI:s =
eroded the electorate’s belief and conﬁdencg inthee f'c -
process, and has breed political violence in the polity. |
argﬁes further that godfatherism can destr(:lgj«r éhg}(ci;;nt(;c;?e ::1
in Africa, until some stern measures ;
"t-)}i:cebf ?igelfl}‘:{herefore suggests that there shquld be a czgmtg
on individual donations to the party or candidate in order p:
reduce the control by donors or godfathers. Intense efﬂ{c; ;
against corruption is invaluable, if, godfathers knqw that 1}
investment cannot be retrieved or recouped, the mcidffntce: }:)
godfatherism will be minimized. It conclgdes tha Oa;
activities of godfathers were counter-productive to ﬂﬂ;zn gga)d
of development in Africa, as it has done more harm

to the African political psyche.
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Introduction

It is well known that all over the world, power
and influence play a tremendous role in the activities
of people especially in public affairs. Those who possess
these traits tend to control the affairs of the moment
either in politics, economic, sports, religion,
management, education, to mention a few. This
phenomenon held sway even during the period of
classical continuity (Emordi, et al, 2007: 12). The African
political landscape is full of contours orchestrated by
dynamic changes developing from traditional political
leaders in the pre-colonial era through colonial
gladiators’ indirect rile system with post colonial political
re-engineering. Thus, the present political calculations
in Africa would be incomplete without analyzing the role
of godfathers in the continent.

In Africa, for a politician hoping to excel in politics,
his life and career revolve round the fulcrum of his
network of people that have the needed influence,
political will and sometimes able to negotiate where
necessary and be courageous enough to impose their
candidate; and to a large extent, shape his strength
and acceptance. Therefore a good politician must be
one who is able to get the powerful few to his side at all
times while making efforts to convince the large majority
to accept him as the best in the political contest to serve
their interest (Abia,2008:358).

Politics according to Olarinmoye (2007:35) is a
matter of risk management with the successful politician
been one who successfully overcomes, personally or
through the assistance of external agent(s) the
constraints that threaten to hamper his political career.
In conquering and conserving political power, politician
needed the understanding of the intricacies of political
power acquisition and control. It is in meeting the
enforcement needs of political parties that godfathers
became central to the success of politics in Africa.
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father has become a scary phenorqenon in
I&E’?Cflf(l) r;Ii)olitics. Ayoade (2006:78) argued .tl}at ltht?;i(i
as a benign political accretion of. t-he posxtloln 0 heo e
political notables or dreaded political rasca s W ;\Or
recalcitrant to the deterrencte of _thfhgctg?klleriigér;zibmty

iti notables, the attraction is the '

gzgtls(izlay political support such that they can dteﬁezr;;r;z
the electoral fortune of candidates. ’Ijhey are The ore
sought after and cultivated by can@1dates, '(;);tion
strong party men and can also detemlme. the nomi et
process because they often wield much 1r1ﬂuer1c;13 i
party machine. Ayoade, (2006) noted further that:

The influence of some of those notables is onily
significant within the parties where th‘ey.opera e
Where such parties are dominant, their Lnﬂuer:fzi
equally radiate the electoral landscape of the ent Lre
political constituency and their support can secur
electoral victory. But there are oth.er notables w;lr?se
influence transcends the political par:ty. . 'eé;[
constitute a political colossus in the entire poltacb
constituency such that they are much sought aﬁ..erhly
parties and candidates alike. Tr'u?y are hl%-t ty
politically mobile and can sway pohtt.cal su;‘)pfi)theo
the political party and/or candidate behind whic y
throw their political weight. Such godfathers’ are
benign and benevolent and are symptomcclltlc of
effective party discipline. Thus orders issued from
only the parties such that the control of the psartz
machine guarantees the success of god. father. Suc
godfathers then become the eﬂect‘ul)e gatekeepers of
the party and ipso facto of the political landscape.

Godfatherism is one word that opens narrow q?orls w;f:
it comes to deciding who gets what 1n_the political sc thé
They make or mar potential candidate all over o
country (Hunkenukon, 2008:1), In fact, the concep -
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godfatherism is firmly establishing itself as a guiding
principle in contemporary African politics. The issue of
greedy godfathers in the African political scene has now
reached epidemic proportions. Just like bribery,
corruption, nepotism, tribalism and fraud, the
perpetrators now want to make it a way of making a
living. The most discouraging part of the issue is that
even the poor downtrodden masses have embraced these
dastardly acts as being normal (Onugbogu, 2007:1).
Available evidence suggests that godfatherism in
the past was not essentially for personal gains.
Preoccupation in the business of politics was not seen
as a personal investment. Rather, the concern of the
mentor was to ensure good governance, which is the
use of the apparatus of political parties to restrategise
and energise the economic strength of the state to give
the citizenry the necessary essentials of life (Emordi,

et al 2007:14). In South Africa for instance, Nelson

Mandela prepared his godson, Thabo Mbeki, to take over
from him when he left politics. He did that for the
interest of the people of South Africa. Since then, it
has not been reported that he has been dictating to his
successor how much to be given, who to be given an
appointment nor what to do.

In Nigeria, the older nationalists and politicians
like Azikwe, Awolowo, Aminu Kano, Ahmadu Bello played
godfather in the ideal way, that they were celebrated
and adored by their followers. For instance, Chief
Obafemi Awolowo’s style of leadership was seen to be in
conformity with what obtained in older democracies such
as the United States of America and United Kingdom,
where godfathers content themselves with being king
maker and anytime they want to peddle influence, it is
to the advantage of the electorates (Emordi, et al
2007:14-15). In developed society, the existence of
sponsors or godfathers is well accepted and is seen as
part of the political fabric. In USA for example, in 1978
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Bill Clinton of Arkansas was helped into (;fﬁc: k:)f goverfgg
ltry farmers. The then you
by the Arkansas pou ¢ Togshoadiowm
or came into office and was a _
%g\éersr;me farmers who helped him get e-lectedil tt};le
farmers did not form a kangaroo court and impeac . e
governor. They went home planned on thle rzegt.elelcgsogl
! i ot re-elected In A
and made sure that Clinton was n bt
i litical savvy and maturity.
Now here is the real show of po :
i ‘ looking for someone
i did not go about crying or
?ohg'tl?ninstead he went back to the same plouitrg _farrlr;eg;
: ' He was re-elected In
and struck a deal with them. el T
il he ran for President in :
and was the governor until i
i i i t, godfathers ne
mportant issue here is tha
’\I:;(:klmlzh their candidates not just to steal and plt};nd::lr
but for the development of society at large ((?nt;i o-in;
2008). If the above situation ideally rtla_ilects ggd iz:l ;f?ica
: iti tice. owever,
it is not a bad political prac y o
i ized because of greed, on
today, it has been bastardize ,
partyof the benefactor and the godson. Why can't the

present African godfathers allow their candidates some

breathing space instead of prefegrintg tt.}l:llg;;rtl‘:;;lyirgzczrgg
hed a

cronies or robots to be pus s
pri i therefore seeks to answ

caprices? This paper 1€ . e

i odfatherism in

above question by examining g Yl Syamiaes
iti i icular reference to Nigeria.

B ety e dfathers and godsons

elationship between the go
;1111(:(:1 I;‘mally. prescribed measures to curb the menace aorf
godfatherism in African politics in general and Nigeri

politics in particular.

inning

tual and theoretical unde_rp ; R

concelé',lonceptualising “godfatherism” and polltlcsthiz

pertinent in order to give an explanat(zry l}:ogi; 1t;)a b

i ding to most scho

study. Godfatherism accordin ; _ oo

i istiani Hunjenukan )
igi Christianity. In the view o . : ,
?t?gutlel?m became popular following the film “THE

GODFATHER” directed by Francis COPPOLA. The film
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according to him databases the original meaning of the
term. He argued that it is a term now reserved for God
forsaken criminals who will go to any length to achieve
their set goals of wielding political power including
arson, intimidation, warning flogging and assassination.
Godfatherism in a broad sense is an ideology which is
constructed on the belief that certain individuals possess
considerable means to unilaterally determine who gets
party ticket to run for an election and who wins in the
electoral contest. They are men who have the power
and influence to decide both who gets nominated to
contest elections and who wins in the election (Ibrahim,
2006). Godfatherism, therefore, emerges as an unholy
alliance between the man of ideas, but without the
resources to win an election and the man with the
resources to “win” an election, but lacks the qualities
to stand as candidate. Godfatherism in this sense means
the practice of political office seekers getting connected
to an individual who is believed to have the ability to
deliver desired outcome in an electoral contest. It is
the tradition of looking for a political father to help to

promote one’s political aspirations (Gambo, 2006:90). The

concept of godfatherism as adopted in African politics is

all about the concept of elite recruitment. The western

tradition of politics itself is the controversy between

elitism and democracy. Political philosophy was founded
on this controversy the focus of Plato’s REPUBLIC was
outgrowth on his criticism of Athenian democracy (Abia,
2008:36).

Another concept central to this discourse is
“politics”. Defining what “politics” is has been the object
of much controversy. However, several definitions of
the concept abound in extant literature. For the purpose
of this paper, the following definitions shall be examined.
To Harold Lasswell, politics is all about “who gets what,
when and how”. This definition of politics raises certain
fundamental issues which is central to this paper. It
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reminds us that there are at least two factors in the
life of a man, i.e. power and wealth. Because these
elements are scarce relative to the demand for them,
they generate conflicts which politics seek to resolve or
manage (Akhakpe, 2003:2). In the view of Abia (2008:16),
politics is that which is concerned with the attainment
of social goals. It is the sphere in which decisions are
made with respect to the whole society, decisions which
are enforceable. The core area of politics, therefore, is
the area of decisions, or rather enforcement of decisions,
and the essence of politics is the dependable coordination
of human effort for the attainment of the goals of society.
From the above, it shows that politics involves, to a
significant extent, the use of power, rule and authority
in any human relationship.

For the purpose of our analysis in this paper, power
theory is considered relevant. Power is the non-divisible
unit of energy which is capable of causing a change in
the actions of its victim in spite of the victim's opposition
to the change. And for power relationship to exist there
must be a conflict of interests or value between two or
more persons or groups (Barrat, 1969). That is why
Harold (1936:310) views politics as “the study of the
shaping and sharing of power”. In conceiving of society
in elite-mass terms, he tended toward an elitist
approach to the political process. Lassell argued that,
the elite was characterized by its ability to get the most
values and by its prowess in manipulating the masses.
The elite preserve its ascendancy by manipulating
symbols, controlling supplies, and applying violence. This
is exactly the situation in Africa as far as godfatherism
is concerned. What Harold Lasswell is saying is that
the exercise of power by an elite is simply the exercise
of a high degree of coerciveness, and this largely explain
the extent to which some godfathers in African politics
have gone in order to control power and subsequently,
the resources of the state. Abia (2008:363) therefore
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;lt(;tiileillzatf_ the inferences of Harold Lasswell's
thoord fOrs or the purpose of constructing a political
godfatherism are two folds:

* The decisive factor in distinguishing political elite
.[godfather] from non political elite and non-elites

is t.h.e nature of the decision rendered not th
position held by the decision maker. )
A godfather or a political elite decision need
neither be made within governmental institutions

3}111;?1 godfatherisrp is all about elite recruitment, and

i gzﬁr :ttttemp: 15, mide by the ruling elite godfathers

empt by the new elite to e ict

and crisis énsues. The iti e e et
' . . politics of godfatherism ha

driven its root deep into electioneering process in Afric‘;e

A politician without the
: support FTEA
fralns mAl Bt tall t ot pport of a godfather is like

Godfat%wrism in Nigerian politics

he emergence of i

N godfatherism in Nigeri

(}:);)lllxtlcs .could. be seen from the fact that Nigeriga ilsm:;l

leve?strzumhwhlch political offices, especially at the higher
ch as governorship are seen as goldmi

political terrain is seen as th Sl G R oy

_ € easiest means to wealt

g}él(ﬁ;ltlﬁe, power and relevance (Emordi, et al 2007'1.‘:‘3'
ers operate in the Nigerian ity with i inity

_ era Nig polity with impuni
because of their immense influence. For instance pé;:;z

Uba, one of the self-styled godt:
SeEil- odfathers i i in’
republic once boasted thus‘::’ ers in Nigeria's fourth

{ am the greatest godfather in Nigeria because this
is the _‘ﬁ.rsz time an individual single-handedly put
in position every politician in the state. It is not "itst
the Governor and his Deputy. There are also tfiree
Senators, 10 members of the House of
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atives and 30 members of the House of
I sponsored them. I put
ly 29 House of Assembly
(ThisDay editorial,

Represent
Assembly of the state.
them there although on
members eventually made it
July 19, 2003:1).

scious society, as noted by Gambo
would have been paimstakingly
found guilty of committing massive
punished as prescribed by the 2001
ugh, he was instead
a member of Board of
Democratic Party for

In a value-con
(2006:92) Uba
interrogated and if
electoral fraud, be
Electoral Act. Painfully eno
rewarded with appointment as

Trustees of the ruling People
successfully pushing through all PDP candidates in

Anambra state in the 2003 general elections. Nobody
ever interrogated him on how he violated the integrity
of the electoral process in the state. This according to
Gambo (2006) fits into the theory that godfathers
manipulate electoral process to have their anointed
godsons in elective public offices in exchange for
protection and patronage oOr what Richard (1991)
described as “prebendal politics™.
Looking at the historiography of godfatherism in
Nigerian, it is appropriate to say that godfatherism in
Nigeria politics did not start in 2003. It started during
the first republic when the forefathers of the nation
influenced and controlled political activities in Nigeria.
Thus, political history cannot exonerate the likes of
Ahmadu Bello, Obafemi Awolowo and Nnamdi Azikiwe
as being political and ethnic godfathers in their spheres
of influence in the first republic. It then means that
the phenomenon is as old as Nigeria (Odion, 2007:75).
The political godfathers in the first republic presented
for elections political role models like Alhaji Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa, Pa Adekunle Ajasin, Chief Bola Ige,
Alhaji Lateef Jakande, . Chief Jim Nwobodo, Alhaji
Abubakar Rimi and Alhaji Balarabe Musa. Those political
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tg(())d:g;l;)e;s; ;éllj_tie:itefe ‘r;;iﬁg:rfto dritI}llk a pint of water nor
: rom the govern
It)i;:ge;rézsttlilélﬁd. Rathe.r, their commor? objeclgil\?: ::;ratsh?rj
e Eihetibs rt;'St _c;mdldates who understood and believed
ettty prt S ideology and who were also capable of
ey npd glr‘an?x;lnes th'at would improve the people’s
e provide caring leadership (Hunjenukon,
el ;—Irc;wg;zr, fHu_njenukon (2008:2) observes that
oo fo dlff.erences between the ideological
Bt otlth_e first republic and the crude form
oottt b ntly in pla(?e in Nigeria. The series of
Koty ik roglio experienced in some states of the
Sl go(ifaf;ipo‘sed _the ‘negative impacts of crude
e, e 1erlsm in Nigerian politics. Like other
= tlj)c : 1:3. cgrruptlon, it is a big threat to Nigeria’'s
ot gt G J?i)enment, because it prevents the people
THIS s pating ur}fettered in the political process
Al trllllataccordmg to him, is one of the biggest.
it e lehO.LJId be resolved for sustainability of
The recenltg i?:ﬁd is h
is however of a i
?]'I]led I;:S‘L;Lllt-e; Ilsrqductive in nature. It befg']so r;irgzﬁ?rtgg
bl o Ase atll'o.ns' and the means of acquiring that
el rﬁo 1tlc'1ans, young and old realize that
e ﬂ(?lre viable than election in the quest for
to leverage ,the?rr gl:;:(acléscsll lgwgf) s gc:ﬁlrliathers iy
. wer. e iviti
ggc(l)iiriihzx;isn?glude funding of political parti:;: t;‘géletile‘::
o0 notl datffs. No wonder, Odiagbe and Obetoh
amou.m o ed that thgse who invest or donate huge
StodHIPar irrflﬂ(ilx;il)éed‘(:rlif;l_itely enjoy large amount of
S odE s in the party that they become
The godfather morass is tod
‘}:rlilt;?grngnon in Nigeri-a. It has eruptezyirf1 H?E;Tygi‘,:gtlés
€ country. Since the inauguration of the fourﬂ?
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ic i ers have emerged in some
I'GPUthf tlk?e }Sc?eaét%gifa;g Anambra state for instaqce,
vk sosive godfathers have exercised -overbf:arlrlig
:isr?ﬂct(lfnce over their politica%Dgogsons.f C(ojgizi c(iji};:gvir;tﬁ
inuju had the heavy burden 0f ¢ ding
gﬁﬁ?@ieka Offor who supported him to ;111;:“;};3
Anambra State election in 1999_. The Govex:rllor £ 513) Aec
more energy and time struggling t(? freef h_e Shupse
of the state from the predatory grips o 1sng(g:e Aot
than attending to critical issues of governa b5, Deibeg
he was voted out in 2003 general electlgns. : RES
Ngige, the People Democratic Party candldat;: fﬁlfi R
by Chris Uba, emerged as the governor o o
V\i}’,hile Chris Uba wanted the immedlatf en‘t;c::recctlzir?leg Lo
erms of the mutual agreement pr
fallle?:t:on. Dr Ngige, perhaps upon reflection, i(l)lmugcl,liil; l;zgl;
to save the resources of the state for the ;:toOf oD, goot
of the people of Anambra Statfa. As a resuthe neéessary
Ngige's refusal to pay back his godfath;r e Bopssapry
commission and patronage. For th(? irs a8 (AR
olitical history of Nigeria, a serving gov AT Y
Ia)bducted for nearly a whole day' but was rewL;cS ey
reinstated by a court order. Nglge elf:l;:tlonl g, Mt
invalidated by an Election Petition Tribuna ARy
}I‘he verdict of the tribunal was challenged by Ngige

the court of appeal. The court of appeal after a

ainstaking review of the case, uphold the vercrllizlteg{
fhe tribunal thereby sending Ng.ige out of 1Glg)verressive
house to pave way for Peter Obi of the Al‘ rogl e
Grand Alliance to take over as the validly elec
the State in 2005. .
GOVCI‘I’II%F gforno state, the same scenario played C;ll%t
where Governor Kachallah who ‘fvas supporte((ii 1tb;y ﬂiz
godfather, Senator Modu Ali Sheriff wasT(;lléstgeOdfgther
' tions.
in the 2003 general elec_ he

-18:3t::;n;11y challenged his godson in a poh'txcal contezté
;[i)‘he' Borno experience was an exception becau
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godfather would always want to cultivate surrogates
because they are either not directly saleable to voters
or would want to protect themselves from liability should
they later demand that the surrogates engage in illegal
activities (Ibrahim, 2006).
The battle line in Oyo state was drawn between
Late Lamidi Adedibu-the kingpin of Ibadan politics and
his estranged godson and governor of the state, Rashidi
Ladoja. Adedibu claimed to have invested financially in
“installing” the governor, with an agreement that the
governor will be a lame chief executive, taking orders
from him and to subject public resources to his private
whims and caprices. However, Ladoja reneged and
refused to play according to the rules of the game. This
culminated into the- mayhem witnessed in Ibadan after
2003 elections till January 2006. Many lives and
properties were lost, the State House of Assembly was
also polarized along the two (2) divides and this led to
the suspension of fourteen (14) members out of thirty-
two (32) - member Assembly. Subsequently, Ladoja was
impeached in January 2006 to pave way for his deputy,
Alao Akala, another willing godson, who is eager to serve
the godfather better. Chief Adedibu’s grouse was that
he was not getting enough returns from his investment
and blamed this on his godson’s uncanny greed. The
once cordial relationship soon degenerated and pitched
godfather and godson against each other and as usual,
the godfather succeeded in relieving the governor of his
coveted seat and put in a more pliant godson as Ladoja’s
successor. The Status quo was maintained till December
7th 2006 final ruling of the apex court (Supreme Court)
that his removal was illegal and was reinstated after
eleven (11) months out of Office. His coming back to the
office was faced with serious resistance from his former
godfather's (Adedibu) camp, which led to break in law
and order of the state capital for few days and living
many innocent citizens with various kind of injuries.
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her state where political godfatherism is SO
gu in the South Eastern part of
e past governor of the state, Dr
de on the political horseback of

Chief Jim Nwobodo who was the Governor of old
Anambra state in the second republic which lasted from
1979 to 1983, supported his godson for governorship
election in 1999. Nwobodo’s godson won the governorship
election in 1999 but the godfather-godson relationship
did not endure. No sooner had the governor been sworn
in than they fell out with each other (Gambo, 2006:97).
According to him, the Enugu state experience is
exceptional because in most cases, the godson would
be denied second term by the godfather who has the

political clout to do so. One possible explanation for this

could be that the godson’'s performance in office was so
ed, possibly against

remarkable that the electorate decid
the wish of the godfather to renew his mandate.
Between 1999 and 2003, the battle line in Kwara
politics was well defined. Dr Olusola Saraki, former
Senate leader and political kingpin, was in contest for
relevance with his former protége, Mohamed Lawal, a
retired Navy Commodore, who was the Governor of the
state then. Saraki, who has installed not less than four
(4) Governors in the state, including Lawal himself, fell
out with Lawal on the sharing of political benefits and
commissions. But Lawal did not compromise and these
led to a cold war which culminated into the expulsion of
Saraki from the then All People’s Party (APP) now All
Nigerian People’'s Party (ANPP) and Saraki teamed up
with People’s Democratic Party (PDP) in the state. Then,
the 2003 elections to both men was the ultimate battle
to determine the political grandmaster of the state. They
deployed their vast resources to prosecute the “war’.
During this “war” bomb blast shattered the peace of
{lorin, this happened at the premises of National Pilot
owned by the Saraki's. Lots of people were assassinated,

Anot
pronounced is Enu
Nigeria. The immediat
Chimaroke Nnamani ro
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;nn::;rgedt,hinjured, etc, during the imbroglio. Notable
i g 0se assassinated was the then Chairman of
murdler:—etdhfnsia?' i\l;med Pataki, who was brutal;)y
ugust 2002. Supporters of the
tw
::Vaér:ps opeply confronted each other with dange?ofg.
this{:” ;lssp‘:;ltﬂtl the Police turning into spectators. But
0 an end when the Bukol i (the
; 3 ola Saraki (the
gtalt)er .8012a Saraki) won the Governorship elcctiox(u in Siﬁz
1r'I1‘h 003 anq the rest becomes history.
subern te ‘51tuat10{1 in Lagos state during the 2007
s Sz;a(irlag elections was not different. The former
€ Governor, Asiwaju Bola Ahm i
. o ed Tin i
E%I;e rof opposition from other members of theuAb(L:It’iolg
Govegrrfsf 1éj;:C] He ensured that his political godson
e ji Fashola (SAN) who was also his Chief of
. tcja\.waos:n 1999 and 2007 got the AC part
GommVer :11 on. He later contested and won the election az
o A;)irw:lﬂ li,agosl; silltle. Many observers have argued
ola med Tinubu is a force
3 . to
:It:;rl:g:redﬂlwnh today in Lagos politics. In the santiz
p—— he' . c;: fortmler President Olusegun Obasanjo made
not leave the Aso Rock without inti
anointi
ts)g;r;zgr;ef ;r[f)lg .car;h beztrusted as the Presidentialln ﬂgg
in the 2007 Presidential electi
people have also argued that ey g
ey e s on assumption of office as
, ua, has to pay back hi
3 ra pay back his godfath
beioﬁzcizssggciﬁr;usstmntand patronage most egspeciaIT;
: ortant state decisio i
Yar'adua who was im il
posed on the Nigeri
by the former President i i o et v
is said to be loyal and i
to the course and intere i ok cOmmlmnntted
st of his s i
what happens in the country. POSMPAE SRSIFFLE .
The situation is not diffi i
' erent in many Afri
icsug;x;gi S‘l;‘ch as t’Il‘logo' South Africa, Congo ang recx;:lx(;?l;
nere the Africa’s longest servi
; n
?:d r?z;bonese Pr.e51dent. died on June 8.200g9 allila:id‘ie;
ported to have lined up Ali-Ben Bongo, his son to take

127



God Fatherism in African Politics: The Nigerian Experience

over power after him, although under the constitution
the leader of the Senate, Rose Francine Rogombo, an
ally of Bongo, should take over as interim leader and
organize election within 45 days (Punch, June 9,
2009:52). Thus, godfatherism pervades African societies
and Nigeria is not an exception.

Also, in North Korea, it is being widely speculated
that the former North Korea leader has anointed his
younger brother as the country’s next President (Punch,
June8, 2009:84).

From some of the preceeding cases, even though
by no means exhaustive, it would be appreciated that
the concept of godfatherism as noted by Ibrahim (2006)
is firmly establishing itself as a guiding principle in
contemporary Nigerian politics. It is clear from above
that there is no part of Nigeria which can be said to be
immuned to the phenomenon of godfatherism. The list
of godfathers in Nigerian politics is therefore endless:
godfathers are very powerful and can go to any length
to protect their interest against the general interest of

the public.

The effects of godfatherism on political development
in Africa

Godfatherism is an unpronounced global political
culture and a negative complement to democracy. - Even
in the United States where the polity is strictly pivoted
on democracy, scientific findings have identified
Americans political life-style as being propelled by
godfatherism of variable stuff. Because of the ubiquiteis:
practice and global acceptance of godfatherism, as ‘a
prerequisite for attaining public office, it becomes
pertinent for prospective and serving public officers to
recognize political godfatherism before and after crossing
political bridges. Consequently, the sycophantic nature
of godfatherism made many intellectuals and men of
lofty ideas encounter difficulties (mostly in African
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countries) in penetrati
oo _ ing the olitical
(Hunjenukon, 2007). Looking atp the aeffe?:lt-m:):}

godfatherism on political development, Atere and

Akinwale (2006:1
s :147) argued from Nigeria perspective

géé;;);igs[t may l.)e fiifficult to eradicate
wa v m from Nigerian politics because it is
o part of age-old traditional practices such
respect for elders, paying homage and spiritual
zznnfoliltatwn, it devastating consequences on
il :a::lg; w:id development are too far reaching
ki ’gs bre . Godfathers create democratic
seeking po%it??gz)ggg il tiflllegmmate i
wer [ [ [
corrrl.tpt practices such ase;i?r?s-l:g)lgcg lf;Q o)
political thuggery, bribery, election rig i 2:31
;)ftlehe;l{;;mls of political demeanour. Cogsu'ltgering
o us (');.)erandl of godfathers, it is obvious
t many citizens are blocked from participatin,
Z;tct;:flly in poblitics. Thus, the emerging “;cﬂattlca%
Y can be understood in the li
government of the few, by the few andl}%?ihtgf;ﬁ)e

The iviti

e :(;:ti;tlz? of godf‘athers in African politics have
et ectorate’s belief and confidence in the
it n;())t ;ess'. The reason being that whether the

e ulwmner must emerge. Notions such ajs’
o the, bals)is a;‘f Igandate anq sovereignty are devalued
o e€mocracy is grossly eroded (Odion,
o del;’ltl)(l)lsrcsl goczlfatheri:-_:m is inimical to the success
uncontmuablcyS.ln Artrlca and makes conflicts
e cl.) ince I_\hgeria‘s independence in 1960

el een difficulties in bringing greal,:
o oas T oge:ther as one entity due to conflicts of

imensions (Atere and Akinwale, 2006'146(;
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i litical violence have raged unbated

o Slrltif olfgl?o?itli):s of godfatherism e.g. f}nambra, Jcl))s,
?)S 5 Ziiu Godfathers block the demo(;:ratlc p;z(;isustivi

e ' i ion and even

ObstI‘I}Ctiﬂgng: ngc(l)lvde?‘trfmi:ifcitsfoinstalled. Godfathers
ik ?1 unresponsive leadership. The only persoxl
prOducfls? be obeyed is the godfather. The. govgm;nf;le
o tI:erefore act with impunity. In such. 51t}1at1k§mmost
oy d cannot direct the governors whu?h 1§ the o
‘goveme t quality of democracy when choice is !31_0(: .
lmp_OI't.anb qgodfather, and rights becomes pr1v1leg(:>,
a.S‘lt - age sometimes tempted to migrate to thc;é F}?e n);
c?lfflr;sgodfather who actually does not ne;o i
0because their votes do not count. Thus, pagt;;msg =00
t add to the quality of life of the people an e
o lts into violence (Ayoade, 2006:87). In the ewe o
res“:i " and Schmitt (1973:3), godfath.erlsm d_rtleo =
Lf‘:l. 'enl violence in the polity. The errqtlc and dis gas
POhth?l of godsons in the eye of their sponsors ! 1
b?trelziwlzgrto violence and constant crli)sis, andf goéltt;i
v i itical equilibrium o ’
‘\glfcl)lli(;: C:lL?:l?;ztii?)rfttSO%%l)ltildenﬁi?ed and discussed five

perils of godfatherism in politics as follows:

Wwilful destruction of lives and proper.t:;::t-helrr;
the battle of supremacy between the go ol
and their protégés, both private apd ‘gi’(l)vernbw:n
operties worth billions of naira . ave ;
ggsfroyed Also lives of innocent c1tlzense Sa:lt
: ination or as a r
either lost through assassi s
ipi dfather politics.
iolence precipitated by go er '
. cI:Ifo‘:)lliganis.m and Thuggery:- Pol'ltlceil ;;gz?lrss :ﬁ
the business of god-fatherism seriously et
their resources on how to budild a fgmgnsdarll)o(:) 1gigan§
ths that can be used as hugs, gan
gilgocl)lther delinquencies that thrives.on periodic

vf
dole of the godfather
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* The proliferation of arms and ammunitions:-
The proliferation of illicit weapons has become
one of the most urgent security and developmental
challenges facing Nigeria and the whole of African
continent. This problem is on the increase in
Nigeria because these arms and ammunitions are
being freely used by political thugs in battles of
Supremacy between the godfathers and their
godsons in most cases.

* Increase in crime rate:- Godfather politics
éncourages youth delinquencies: such as cultism,
armed robbery, drug abuse, etc. This is due to
the fact that political players involved in
godfatherism usually recruit youths that have
these tendencies as foot soldiers and arm them
by giving necessary logistics.

* State of Anarchy:- The chaotic situation
generated by godfather politics, always leads to
lack of control, disturbance of law and order. And
ultimately, allowing some unscrupulous elements
to exploit the situation by unleashing terror on
the citizens. This was witnessed in Ekiti state in
Nigeria during the last governorship rerun
election. He stated further that apart from
security threats, godfatherism is an evil building
block for corruption, retrogression, under
development, mediocrity, backwardness and
perpetual poverty of the people.

In the view of Odion (2007:81), godfatherism affects
developmental policies negatively. It has fueled the high
levels of corruption in African politics. It has also led to
the imposition in office of surrogates and inexperienced
political actors. These surrogates in most cases are loyal
and committed to the course and interest of their
sponsors who determine what happens in the state.
Godfatherism, no doubt, leads to corruption of youths.
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As observed by Nnamani (2006:65) youth delinquency
and lack of good and effective governance is the country
is attributed to godfatherism. Also, the exclusive politics
of godfather grossly undermined political participation.
In addition, godfatherism tends to negate the clamour
for and the moves towards a United States of Africa
which many observers believed is inevitable and have
been long overdue. The implication of godfatherism for
political integration, democratic growth and stability in
Africa is the erosion of the normative elements of
democracy. Adeyemi-Suenu (2004:77) contended that
the activities of the godfathers in a democracy cripple
democratic choice, which subsequently shrinks
tic space. This he argues often creates serious
electoral problems as the godfathers employ all legal
and obnoxious means to win elections. The
sportsmanship variables which makes politics of election
interesting, has been sacrificed. Anarchy, insecurity,
chaos and violence become the order of the day. This is
the picture dominating Africa’s political space. The effect
of this on the unity and democratic development and
future of Africa is better imagined. But, development
can only take place when people are integrated and

united in the pursuit of common goals.
Thus, in political systems where prescribed

electoral rules are frequently flouted with impunity, the
basis of citizen's trust in government is compromised.
The consequence therefore is that trust as a critical
social capital is lost (Gambo, 2006:100). It must be
emphasized that since integration can be conceived as
the joining together of political units into a holistic
mechanism of social interaction, when there is no trust
between government and the citizens, interaction can
only take place on the basis of mutual suspicion.

democra

The way forward

Having established the fact that godfatherism is
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a thr i
predaiglt-y tzhs(;justalnable democracy in Africa. It is th
elrarn i gonstx:o_us variant that must be eﬁectjvele
eede Sensib'l'e political community because it offendy
paliat ility. There is therefore the need ts
v Otgy sdeek to 'curb the existing widespre 3
il 150 fath.erxsm which has considerabi
T or the integrity of African politics. The :
i o pr;)l;n)t(?r elector.'.:ll law dealing with the ﬁ'nancéz
system is hi?ack:is.byASSrI;:alfligg “l’)hel'eby it
by ' eybags or an
Also’e;f) E;t:;}l) vsfr;thout constraints must be digcgsraerggl
ot of iIces should be made less proﬁtableg b.
At n g laws_ Fhat would remove unnecessa 4
e e g())als trtf political office holders that have mag
s m e g,_gle for political power. This will go a
oy I(;vmghtl_le problems of godfatherism.
. democ’ political parties which constitute the
e tl'aC).f sl'lould maintain their functional
in them is cultivated and susatd. e, idence
= L is ained. Politi i
Sugt;é(ii Il)r;s;it Fn the collection of membershiptfscli nglt&e?
o St ees from_ their teeming members as a waa
ey rr?lr;g tl_161r financial standing. These W'l);
belcm{::.’rmgya t;ll‘.l orcxl?g citizens sense of membersh'l
it ap tl1_nclusmn .in the affairs of the parties agzi
e asd d?{lger voice in the administration of th
indjvidﬁal ition, .thcre must be limit to what o e
v tc}im contr}bute to a campaign if we are I:e
gOdfatherismeTl;:ontment from the ogres calleg
o m.th ere should be a ceiling on individual
il € party or candidates over a period of
individual. The essence 13 15 cooun. frer Lo 20
e . ; ensure that co
tghroailtgﬁnzl?l is rc;duced. This measure can be nf;I‘SO l‘tgy
iscipline. Once this is done, coxf’trosll 0(;

godfatherism over
minimized. the party or candidates will be
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The anti-corruption crusade of governments in
Africa should be intensified, vigorously and robustly
pursued. If godfathers know that their investments
cannot be retrieved or recouped, the incidence of
godfatherism will be minimized. There is therefore
urgent need to broaden the anti-corruption campaign to
cover any behavioural pattern which offends collective
sense of morality. The predatory variant of godfatherism
would certainly fall under this and that anybody who
makes illicit demands on an elected leader in the name
of recovering campaign expenses should be jailed without
any option of fine no matter his or her social standing
in the society. This will help to minimize the scourge of
godfatherism.

It would be recalled that money affects the voting
behaviour of the electorates and this has aided the
activities of godfathers. In that wise, political education
is highly needed in order to educate the masses on the
evils of money politics. The civil society should step up
efforts in enlightening the citizens on their right to
meaningful development and how this is being
compromised by the thriving phenomenon of
godfatherism. Also, the media should be careful,
watchful and report any kind of behaviour which is
repugnant to community sense of morality. Political
awareness campaigns will be helpful in fighting the
menace of godfatherism in African politics.

An intelligent and imaginative approach must be
adopted to eradicate abject poverty and helplessness of
the populace. When poverty is reduced through good
governance, the problem of greed and avarice which
derive from godsons to have a godfathers, would have
been addressed. Eradication of poverty will help
individuals to effectively participate in the developmental
and political/democratic process of their nation.

The issue of unemployment must be addressed.
Attempts should be made to pave way for the politics
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which empoWers the masses and gives th

gggti?vr;méT?ls could. be doge thr:l.rlngl(leco;(?lﬁlg
M nd by creating jobs, provision of skill
g i an“ solft loans‘; for the masses. When this is
godféthersew'ﬁn idle mind is the devil's workshop”
P the'l dno longer find the youths useful tc;
B youill; r;zﬁiil:' This will also be helpful in
and to curb violence in I;ﬁispt)l;;ﬁgery, Ao <te

Concluding remarks

This paper has attempted to x-r
. . i a
Iga(::cg?;hg;?nr;;lié tgl(])fifzriltz:lture and character z}lrn(;v?}?;
: ne erism thrive in Afri i
;lrzssc;e(;r;l 1;01;F1cs and.p'olitical development. éid?;t?léﬁz
Sustenancec 1fve partl_(:lpants in the installation of and
Bl Xf rapacious governments, civilian and
i Sl cglca as Fhey assist in subverting the
" ol democratic accountability while ensuring
Godfathernutid underdevelopment of the state
entrenchmesnt olflsdecggcsrtai:ilétz the1 ?ﬂjor v tO‘
onsolidation in Afric
Eil;zfiriteady land sus'tainable progress, people r;rilu:;ct)
e lorte resolve to .flght against manipulation of
culture of godfatherism and politiey roooicaders,
: political violence.
ggii;r:l:e and prominence of godfathers on f\friggg
Overcomeszene is a function of needs of politicians to
i) t00(1;1stramts to acquisition of political power.
co;wersié)n Sijlrlerco}rlpe such constraints through resource
oL s 1W ich they place at disposal of political
godfat-hers ‘ reality on ground in Africa shows that
e Xgetnot benign forces in African politics as
o excgm sﬂ&:nee and success has demanded terms
o : ge that lean heavily in their favour in which
control over economic and coercive resources

facilitate
s the preservat - i
preservation and manipulation of “the
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