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“THE MORAL AND ETHNIC chxy IN NIGERIAN POLITICS
THE CHRTSTIAN CHALLENGE

BY

>
[

 TYABO A, OLOJEDE

NI RODUCTION v« 2oy e B :

ey b
o e e

In the face of.widespread corruption,"éthnic chauvinism
| and consequently, political instability in the last two
i;decades,,there-has been a sﬁrongﬁse@:gp for immediate and
Belons lasting solutions: to Nigerials poiitica_l problems,
-?ﬂn~g0V@rnment circles, there is the recognition of the
{fmﬁ:that the search for.a new political order. will Tequire
e transformation of value: a_l’ld,behaviouraluorientatioﬁé.

| I0is position found expression in the_adoptio& dfjbobilisation
pStrategies., Examples 1nclude Obasangofs Jagl Declaratlon,
piuhari's War Against Indscipline  and Babanglda's Mass
Mobilisation for Economic Recovery, 1f-Rellance and Soc:.al
-Juﬁﬁce Regrettably, past aﬂd curront effords at

moblllsatlon ‘Were/fare confronted mth the monumental challenge
pot-overcoming .the alienation, frustration, apathy and hatred 4
th:the“masseS arising. from inept leadership, 3 |
' On the:other hand, others have argued that any attempt

@t reordering Nigerianfsgc;@tyiwqg;qﬂigvolve aTtransfofmation
-;.;om the present e-xploitatiye_, .cap_i-ta_i_ist Sygitem to an

Bfalitarian society based on socialist ideals', Ironically
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the wind of change blOWlng in Chlna Sov1et Union, Hungary?
Poland is a clear manlfestatlon of discontent in the commun
enclaves2 :

Tt ds the contention of thls paper that much can be
‘done by Nigerian Christians to eliminate corruptlon and
ethnicity, Afterall, Christianity is a way of life., It ic@
more than religious belief, The paper therefore seeks to

examine the role of Chrlstlans in reshaplng ngerlan politicl

in general, Speolflcally9 the paper w1ll focus on strategia

to ensure a flne turnlng in the decadent publlo realm, In
order to achieve the alorementloned ObJeCtheS this paper
is lelded 1nﬁo flve SerlOﬂS Vlz. .
Ty 'Conceptual Clarlflcatlen
(i1) 'Corruption and Nigefian Politics
(iii) Tthnicity in ngerlan Polltlcs
Qv SEnrTetion Tactor:
(¥) Conclusion =

- CONCEFTUAL CLARTFICATION =

A good starting p01nt to understand the concept 'decay}
is “to quote the useful deflnltlon of College chtlonary.
It states decay as the breaklng\up, g01ng to pleces or
"wearlng away W anythlng, SO that 1ts orlglnal wholeness 15:
impaired, Encyclopedld Amerlcanna also explains decay as the

'slow change from a sound or de51rab1e state to a State

‘.COﬁSldered less de31rab1e3
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From these. two,defini?ions ﬁ e are two obvious 1mpllcatlons.‘
' | F}.r‘st ‘deday.. 1s an outoome.of clﬁanges 11 ‘the 1n"tegra1 piece
:iTWthh in furn leads to dlSlntegratlon. Second 1t tsan
r-unde51¢ab1e state that needs surglcal éperatlon, ?Nigéfian

‘} political syscem can be llkened to a whole body afflidted

*aby o Cancerous dlseaoes. These are. oorruptlon and ethnicity, |
3fﬁhe5e Antpactable problcms are: fast threabenlng the existence
g ofdthe nation. / -

Precise meanlngiof corruptlon haslbeen a*subjéoﬁlof
;c&ﬁtroveroy for decades el T .has been Variously defined, A
%ﬁDictlanary :0f Soc1al Sciences: dgilnes corruptlon as the use
ilof public power for o;iQQté p?@fllq proﬂ&nvent “f-or prestige
ffor the- benefit of a class or group, 1n a Way that contributes

13

fa’break of law or of standards of hl h moral conductu i

In this paper, pOlltlcal oorruptlon shall bérdefined as

-lﬂm unlqwful use ofﬂthe B icial powar or lnfluenCe by an

%bfflcjal of thu govcrnment 1nc1udlng mlﬁlStLPS leglslators

peivVil:serva ts,pemployees of 10091 government parastatals =-

bto errich hllrg_ldsle;f,ror f_urt"ner‘ ljllS_;::“(,)._auSe and/or by any other

perison -at; thé expénée pf“the”publéo;in contravention of his
. ; L

_oaﬂlof off;ce,..g;_ Corrhpiibn has been described aé'a global i

‘@hen@menon. Polltloal enmlysts have argued that ¢corruption
more. prevalenf 1n some cultures than 1n others but‘ln

WGS% cul tures 1t seems tobe - the most prevalept durlng the most

S
;:’-. ""T' . g i
AR ' D

intense phases oi moderplzatlon i
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Ethnic groups can be deseribed as socio-cultural

entities which while inhablif‘in_g_ the same state, country or
~ economic area consider themselvés'bioiogically distinct ' -
' from each other and most ofteﬁ.vﬁeﬁ_fheir relations in
actually or potentially"antagdnisticnfefmsT' Fried notes
that he nature of ethnlc grouping in eachasoelety and the
:competltive sbort-term tactlcs and long-term strategles “they
: employ are functlons of history and the resources they seek
- to control”, Ethnocentrls e in ngerlan pOlltlES is a |
”practlcal illustration of Friedls cente;;iﬁn. “fn”Nigeria,-
people very rationally use thelr ties to other members of
their famlly, clan, village) state or ethn:l.c group whenever 1
'these tles Seem llkely to produce results - a place to stawg
in a new town, a JOb a scholarahip and politlcal 1nfluencegﬁ

It is not uncommon for persons of dlfferent religious

‘orlentatlon to haVe a confllctlng checkllst of character;stlé

'of a %rue ohrlstlan.= In- splte of the problems in delineatlni
" who a. Chflstlaﬁ is, we shall attempt to prov1de a framework
through whlch the tepm can be understood and placed within
the context of thls paper._ On a superflclal level a 'f:

Chr1st1an can be referred to as a person born'by ChPIStlan 4

parents (by 1mpllcatlon Chrlstlan by blrth), one who isf'“”’

afflllated to a Chrlstlan church and a bearer f Chrlstlan

s 7 oy 2 EA : 3 "‘\..-J.'; 53 ‘hu,&:;
name, ; : : i
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But in @ more. fundamental -fashion-a Christian shall

;refer to 2 person:

WREEE v e T e
i e :

&.5£}2¢C,,,whg,mgygqr_mayﬁpot be ‘born by Christian
: __parents (or iﬁ.a-chriStian*hbmé):
- (149 ?awhéﬁha§;§cqg9§§d Jesus Chyist as his personal
; socLord and Saygours 0 oo
:A(iii)_' who is.a member of a churchs.
(), who exhibits personality or traits in
.“ﬂﬂ ¥¥ﬁ-éﬂco§ﬂaﬂ9%gt9bﬁhgiChrisxian:£aifhahd as
; -lwydocumented in the New Testamiént.

In effuot, someone who d@esuhqt flt into this

l,claSSlflcatlon in any way.or. form, may not be deemed to

:5;a.Chrlst1an. There is always Peed~i@r decision=-making

=

ither in serv1ng God or follow1ng Jesus Christ, - Hhis is

the essence of true dlsclplesh1p10

L LS

0RRUPTI@N AND NIGERTAN POLITICS ARSI £ Bued

k. At this Juncture, we shall brlefly trace the roots

ﬁof corruptlon in ngerla to ald our understandlng of the




'*”“”litlésJA-The“age“ldug'practice of g1V1ng out presents became

A

He - first type relates to ‘the exchange of gifts.

It is an established norm for frlends;'relat1Ves departlng

e returnlng ‘sons and 1mportant VlSltors to exchange presenti

These exchanges were voluntary in nature Wlthout conditiona=

r‘-‘

T

the bench mark of corruptlon 1n modern Nigerla. The second

,,,,,

type of norm FEAES %o thé extended famlly. Employed sons
are ekpected 8" share theéir- fcrtuues Wlth 'klth' and: 'kin!
regardless “5F income” and level on the occupatlonal ladder,
Civid servants are peld llttle, yet much is expected of . then

by thé ‘widé eirele - of-relet1Ves ‘ They are 1nduced to
extdft“and 01rcumVent government decl81ons to supplement’

i e a
FETEEA 1 | i

‘-‘ G

e TR ‘meagre ‘salary.
Srmllarly, s the cultural defect of adulatlon cf
wealth which stlmulates corruptlon.' Successful ngerians

tend to dlSplay their we&lehmto~the a&mxraticn and ean of

RET A R rlghtly po:.nted by LabanJ:L.
e PTL i P S
The Nigerlans dlSplay thelr wealth,
they display their knowledge and they
also display their power. If they
. [ Fyeyershalothe chance, womeiwomen Would. haire:
: their whole wardrobe in a show glass
strgovd Ao ' behind sthem: on: ther street tovlet the < "
whole world know how much they had jj? :

5 orDwhy S

iRt

i s ot . ;'r,‘,._\, ¥
B St St aen LAl O Frghe el

The net effect is that publlc Scrvants as mlcrocosm of

1% i "‘ i Lrinhes ]

wider society strlve to fulflll 3001etal eXpectatlonS thn)

illegal acts.
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‘- Perhaps 2O¥¢ | important, is the increased role of
goverhmentfiﬁaCiﬁizenFs:livés;:,TheSeirange:from:CQmmercg,
hEaithgzeduéationi communicaﬁiéﬁ#~traﬁ5pérf to. housing.- '
Consequently, the power of'governmentlofficials‘increased, .
thereby  creating opportunities fof:exploitation; In
addition;. i€ the civil gervice culture of. red tapiSm;
Thi@'héightéﬂedLcorruptionﬁaérclients”resortﬁto.bfibes»to;
‘3‘%ffectv8peédy'act10n,
For a dbrcrete assessment, political corruption im:.
;f‘Nigerﬁafcan-be@déﬁinﬁated into three peQiQd&ge.pr6~6010nial,
colonial . aﬁd p05t~0010nlal periods, | Corruption is.not-a.
' colonial order .as erronecusly perceived. Pfiorftoutﬂén-
?&Britiéhfadmiﬁistration,*corfuption~has*ﬁlways«existed
Historical dnd - ethnographic studies- have shown thefe?®
some af gur traditional ruler% Chyefs thelr,emlssarles-and
Eﬁéhmenfweré'perpetrators.oLTcertaxn:1nst;tutionaluigrms
| of corruption particularly in.the ‘adjudication of land
gﬂﬂél@ﬁe@jdiéputeslZ;mﬁfi-r
With colonial adminis%fation;(19O©+196O),;illégal,‘J
53@ﬁaétices gainédrmmwntmnﬁ_f Manymsuniorﬂbffic&al%%were
:?“ nvolved ‘in- corrupt practlces Théseiwere messengers, oeurt

1 1
" native courts 3 Malpraqtlces took the form of brlbery,

- nepotism, mﬂmrﬁmnr and embezzlement h. The amount of money |




D

e ﬂ;anOlVed in v1olatlon of ‘legal. praCt106515

‘-\ ‘-\:,‘\ h;‘.i R

& |t

"thatfwas usually involved in these unofficial acts were

o negligible. The off1c1als Were usually contended with

whatever they were offered, ~ Senior officials were rarely

T“-.:f‘ound in Such illegal acts, ;
AR 1 thnmghout most of post—lndependemce perlod
-corruptlon beoame an outstand&ng feature of publlc bife,

"Corruptlon tOOk another‘almenslon =01d malpractlces 1

colonial perlod were'lnherited; New malpractlces were also

radded, Corruptlon became a household word, * Policemen,

customs offlclals elerDral offlcers cablnent ministers,

r‘\n .

parllamentarlans mllltary personnel were effectlvely

it
¢
a-'_)‘\,.- 4

ngerlan pollce became synonymous wlth corruptlon.

ToIIs 'were colleoted from-drlvers on a w1de range of offence

. which 1nclude trafflc5hﬂan°est permits and criminal activi

A Glmil—servants polltlclens, qulgded and received kickback

) from government contractors Moreover, contractors that

gave ten per cent klckbacks to government OfflClalS often

16

2per'\form_ed their duties poorly S

Flectoral corruptlon was a recurrlng theme during the

':Flrst and Second RepubllC$’ It was perpetrated by all thes

maln polltlcal partles that existed in the commiry, .

LS eb i

e otk




Militery admlnlstratlon which crept into the Nigerian

5‘polltlcal dlctlonary on account of corrupt charges against

}:politicians ¥as not immune: from corruptlon. On the contrary,:
t was  tainted. with numerous aots‘et brlbery and corrupt30n17.%
’ For. 1nstance during Gowon's reglme, COTI‘UPthn came to a ]

: cllmax, ~The mllltary governors, oomm1551oners and those

closely assacaated'Wlth the-#eglme ‘were not only belleved to

REARETIR

ave,amaa%aaghuga fortunes ,they 1nfacttf1auntad thelr wealth |
18

lkln a manner which most people found extremely distasteful
iThe flndang ‘of “mumer ous probes revealed the extent of abuse ;
‘ f:tfflce or official negllgence whlch was rampant in high

k. offlceg W R

| Pollilcal anmhmts have argued“tnat corrnntaon is

i benef¢01a1 .. .Zolberg points sut that what 15 usually called

; corruptlon.,. can be viewed under certaln 01rcumstances, as
ﬁnxty rational, dlstrlbut1Ve system whlch 1s based on other

fthan ratlonal legal norms: and henoe 1s better adapted than
1 9 <

fburancracy .. Others..have p01nted to other advantages of

o

oorruptlon Examples. include reductlon in admlnlstratlve

T

' delays. 1ndustr1al harmony through 1ess demands fof lncrease
| ll‘in Wag‘e-,s e tC. \ ey RTLL B e ¥, e o
Whlle some -of* { the: p031t1ve aSpects of corruptlan raised

ght be true, it is to be noted that Very few people benefit d

;1n.theﬁprogesa,. -Ther,larger" publlc suffers the mlsdeeas of few




_public. dfficiéis' The present economic paralysis which the
_ natlon 15 w1tn0531ng 15 an.eutcome of corruptlon whlch has

ridden publlC 1ife.  The general down turn in the economy ha

thrownrmanj'citiééns_ln#o_abgec%.poverty and general un-
o <?mployment*WhiCh”in.ﬁﬁ:ﬁ has led to a state of Viélence and
crlme. "o oy | ‘ : - |
Corrupt practlces perpeﬁrated by 01v111an and military
Jw:églmeS%haVe=1argely contributed to\ooups and oounfer coups
. ‘The administféﬁiéﬁs of Tafawa Balewa, Yakumxgawn.and Shehu
'Shagari'were.abruptiy brought toﬂéﬁﬂéﬁd“dh'chéfges\which
include, sorruption, For instanoe,”Buhari in his maiden spe
_on. ’lst January, ’1981}, enumerated corrup tion’ among ngaral
reasons for mllltary 1nterantlon20.‘ |
o Other.helnous effeots include anafcﬁy; Election

rlgglng, manipulation of election results in 1965 Western
g_reglon election led to v1olent demonstrations which claimed
many lives.  Also, in 1983, alleged electoral frauds produg
a spate of violence, Léw and order broke down in several
‘states espedcally in Ondo and .0yo: States, Human.lives'and

_property were Llost,
| . The prevalent apathy tOWards publlc affalrs is an
'“-offshoot of corruptlon As Peil notes when elections wer
urseen as fair as in 1959, ethusiasm was very high, over 80

per cent of those registercd cast vote21_ By 196),/65



These lnclude the turbulent politics
the pre-mllltary era~wh1ch &1scouraged im partlcular

e older generatlon of voters.

The glarlng mlsmanagement of the economy and lack of
emplary 1eadersh1p pPOVlded ihe 1mpetus for maSSeS to
age in corrupt practlces. The Polltlcal Bureau Wthh

imaugurated on 13th January, 1986, whose main dutles

-zmlude reVLerng ngerla's polltlcal hlstory and identify-~
‘-gﬁthe basic problems which’ have led to our fallure
,cintly noted the precerlous 1nvolVement of masses in
"Splcable acts when it wrote that- ‘ L

Corruptlon has ‘become a household word
in the Nigerian society, It pervades all
strata  of ‘the society -~ from the highest
. . levels of the political.and business:elites
"~ to the ordinary person in the village.

- Its multifarieus manifestations indlide
the inflation of movernment contracts in
return for kickbacks; frauds and- ‘falsification
of accounts in the publlc service; examination
g malpractlces iniour educational institutions
including universities, the taking of ,bribes

s




. .t as over-invoicing - of goods, foreign exchange
swindling, hoardlng and smuggling. At the
10} zooraos Dan-Village level, -corription manifests iteclf in
: such forms as adulteratlon of market goods
rofl (e T i pror rdenting of -measures to reduce’their o :
iy contents with a view to g1Vlng adbantage to the
o oot [ueBgdlers: -8l faid o %
o ETHNICTTY. EN NIGERIA& POLITECS rs‘&r“"f”v ik

o cgdministration, rwhat existedswere anbrphéus Politids; many
zopWere organized apotnd,eity; Btdtes, others ih Ringdoms,

¥+ 48R4 yet-othergfwikh;xhé=nar%oWnéséioiﬁﬁiliﬁgés‘ﬁi%hﬁﬁo

e O

$§gyeloped~their,b@undariasxand:eVeh:theiracharacter only

~within the contexmaoiiNigemmanﬂpdlﬂiie325;ffBéfbre;éaloniﬁ

roads rallw ys

ca b

152,
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vefuctest and, perversion: ofi justice:- among the police,
the Jjudiciary and other organs for adminis- .
o gﬁjﬁtErlng Jjustice’ ard the various heirous
~ ‘Ccrimes against the state in the bu81ness and
- ysdndustrial sectors of our economy, in’ :
collusion with multinational companies such

As we know them today ngerlan ethnic groups

conceptions. of wider-political entities within which: they
;are 1mp1;cat@d 6 [Ethnieity in“Nigeria: has_a»eolgnlal

origin and its functions tied to nature ard prupdse of

COlOﬂlallsmy”ﬁ

i A8, the Brltlsh colonlallsts developed
Ipostéi comgunloatlon many dlfferent

11ngulstlc areas wene opened up Tor: 1nteractlon Thus,
trend for rural-urban mlgzatlon began.;-In such clrcumst@}

ft'became 1nev1tab1e for host and mlgrant communltles toll

organlze themselvas communally to safeguird parochlal

Interesss in the face of scarce resources,
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Althehgﬁfethnlc divisions was a COlOHlal order, itwas
fprofltebly carried over by the new rullng elltes for con-

! lidation of political: 1nf1uence.i In the raCe for

] decelonlslng State,. polltlcal parties were formed to moblllze
ﬂ];masses and- also provideﬂﬁeadershlp. Regrettably, the
“Q:pclltlgal PAPLIEE Were fashloned aiong ethnlc grouplngs.
‘he MNational Council-of Nigerian Citizens (NCNC) was an Ibo

_ hﬁsed party led by Nnamdi Azikiwe, Actlon Group (AG) was

formed from a Yoruba sotio-cultiiral organlzatlon, +he Egbe
.modeuduwa and was: led by Chief” Obafeml AwoloWo. The
'horthern People!s: Congress {(NEC) also emerged from the Hausa
. 1tura1 organlzatioﬁ “the Jamlyyer Mutanon Arewa : Iﬁe

\

-j@mbershlp derived: malnly from “the feudal lords in ﬁhe_ﬁorth.
It was formed for' Northerners, by Northerners.'end for the
sult of- objectives limited . to the North and Nertherner528
The new nationalist class adopted prlmordlallsm as a
itical-weapon to galn the - support of the. masses ‘who were
_ﬁelyrlllxterate. Empha81s was placed on ethnic solldarlty
éqr the fulfllment of parochlal beneflts at the expense of
t;onalvcohesmon. Whlle “the, Yoruba p011t101aﬁs advocated for
ﬁrubansolldarlty, thelr Northern counterparts called for

eorthern UHltynln the face of threats from better educeted

oqtherners.l Nerthernlzatlon, covertly Served as an avenue




-=for; political patronage for membéré'of;ﬁ@i“”Eged:;‘ola8529

~The politicisation of ethnicity Contlnued even’ after &
independence in 1960, iThirtéén‘yéérsméftérfmiliﬁéryifdie,

~_.one wouldanavevéXﬁeetediérdéfribéiiaed-paiitiéé. Unfortunawg

_the .ethnic polfties was revived’ - in The Second Republlc.

.~ Political parties weré highly comminalited. “They followed tﬂ
~Ciethnic patbern of tHé First Republic, The ‘National Party of
‘Nigeria (NPN) was an offihoot of {He NPC with ‘the Nomthérn
elites onsitsmleadéfships“5Th§“5é%fy“iik%*ié§“5%édé6é§§bf
consisted mainly ‘of northern elements,  The ngerla Peoplets
Party (NPP) wag' led by Dr Nnamdl Aziklwe, the former'iéader
of NCNC. with 18vge follower&hip among Igbos. The Unity Party
i vof Nigeria (UBN) was an’offshoot of the AG With the same lead
R A ety RS LA BT SLE PR at Ly had iraial
fff@llﬁwershipfaméﬁéfthe°YoTﬁba speaking peoples in thé‘Wééterg
part of theleountry, R astastesn B
In the“process, these Teaders’ sticcecded in é%%é%iﬁg3
the. falsé&ifpression that the varidus polltlcal partles Wwere
“the “chaiipions of the interests of” Jarious ethnic groups, anﬂ.
kgt StPuggles of these partles for’ poli%lcal domlnance ‘in
¥hd éountry represented theVé%fﬁgﬁié§ﬁofkfhémﬁéfiﬁuéJefﬁﬁic
“groups “for political ascend@ncy Ph the 3001ety30 In

Gomipetitién ‘for the ‘limited numbérs of @¢§1tiéﬁg“§ﬁé”ééafce;
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“Aresources within the states and at the centre, polltlcal

prartles generated antagonism and" nostlllty among the varlous

*

3_soc1o~ou1tura1 groups in the country31 ~~Peir” campaiéﬁs

'often empha51sed some alleged conflict of 1nterests among f

advan01ng the lnteres%s &f ‘one™ ot the ethnlc natlonalltles

or the other 2 -.The- 1nev1tab1e consequence is natlonel
f .\{ i SR e iy ‘
1 dlSUl’llty. R S (e S E R R AR RS S

T Lo

The aggressive. pI‘QJGC‘t.‘LOl’l of e*thm.c dlfference has _

o ,;..
.

Tmade 1mp0851ble meanlngful economlo development neoessery
l;ﬁﬂ‘polltlcal growth. Planning and development progects
.ar'e necessary for the performance of the Welfare functlons
’3of¥éw state.‘ Government oapltal progeots are unlversellyk
1 re _‘ ated on the availability of reliable data Planmng

and exwutwn e | of development progects have been made

o !
D : = I

Lif@idﬁl% in NiéerieEae_ethnio conflicts andebickerings
rov1de oensusee thet are -not ensureds . "'Sj_ricéﬂ ;.}_’]-_umbe"r counts :
n ‘the quest for sharlng rewsbde and benef:.ts, var:.oue ‘ethnic
§=oups dld all tbey could to 1nf&a%e the flgures of their

k-‘glons As a result, of the three natlonel -enumerations:’ |
'_.-_-er lndependent gOVermen‘ts | only 1963 census. was acoepted g
ile 1962 and 1973 censuses Were regected . Since Nigeria 'g
attained 1ndependence in 1960 every success:Lve government

accorded housulg, heal'th and educatlon hlgh priority area33




'ijy and 1erge, they are Constrxned by the non-avallablllty

~ﬁ#cHRISTIAN FACTOR

T

R
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cf relevant f;gures for meetlng these basic needsBu.

1'

Our obgectlve in thls Sectlon is essentlally prescriptive

The paper recognlzes the multi-religious nature of ‘the Nigerid

"3*State. TOdaYs the dominant religions in ngerlﬁ are Christia

Islam and Traditional rellglons. Precisely, the Nigerian
Conetitution articulated the secularity of the ngerlan state

Noﬂetheless our attenpt in this paper coincides W1th the

“tireless efforts of the concerned public in reorderlng the

.

ngerlan soc1ety.

The precarlous 50c1a1 - polltlcel ills decrlged.&n
: o
pféVlouS sectzons was not a recent phenomenon nor exclusive

tc the ngerlan soc1ety.' For example, Blbllcal records

.""’an
their nelghbours exalted’ materlallsm that “the fear of God

36

gt %he lowest The quest for material-gains provoked 3

-

perver31on of public posltions° As confirmed beloWo o

..y for they sm&dcthe righteous’ “for 511ver
S “and the  poor for a“pair of sandals 37

Also, Ane. contemporary tlmes there  i$ no natlon oompletely 9

=

PN /!

devoid.of corruptlon or some,form of nepotlsm/sectlonallsm.

We do not, know of any country where the citizens do not

A% Y
R r

complain. of decllnlng moral standards (whether liberal-
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g chrlstlan falth Chrlstlans must be: obedlent to God g

laws By obeying God’s commandm nts 1t WOuld b& easier

(to obey the laws of the land, Ey bhls cOncomltant act

fJ .\:

”they will be in a vantage position to conve£t others in
r(‘i =

Vil

thelr nelghbeurhoods.; In the process,”- they w111 effecta

a poﬁltlve 1nfluence on’ fellow Nigerians, 3 AS‘our Lord'
Jesus-pointSfto his*diSCipleSﬁ~ |

You are the llght of the WOrld A City
"that is set on a hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light & candle, and ‘i
put it under a bushel but on a candle
- 8ticky ‘and it giveth light into all that
are in the house. 39 T )

- A

E Sl
e

Through Conduct WOrthy of emulatlon _chrlstlans an Eold in

' check corruptloﬁ and ethnlé blgSOtﬁY

E Chrlsulans mustﬂbe more»lnvolved in politics than they
€=had dome preVLously. Through thelr actlve part1c1patlon

~ they can bring God's standards of rlg”umﬁﬁ " on nger;a 8
:‘poiltlcal systemhor In addltlon, it has the potentlal toxii"
i{move the polltlcal system away from blckerlngs of self
--1nterests of powerful persons/groups 1nto a renewed concern

:z-‘ e )_‘_‘? 2

for publlc lnterest

: ;POllthal part101patlon must
transcbnd votlng and party membershlp.( lt should 1nclude
'”contestlng electhL pOolthﬂS in both executlve and ok

'fleglslatlve capacities, . When chrispians sre 4n legislative

fassemblies, they are in a strategic position to influence

-

&




e e e

T

-laws for -the sanity ofathe:sooietyuz;‘-Exampléé'éould'be
~found in William Wiberforce, thé christian politician in

tUE,_n_glajf_lé;i--_J(@'l’-uaz--‘il'-i.sp‘it’ce.o-,f”1':i_d'3i;cule,=-‘?-inift-ia'l‘‘clef(es‘at"‘aiqd’tlrireat

Stood. VORORERLY. against slave trade which was eventually

- outlawed in 1807.." Wilberforce's passion for justice and
righteousiness ended slave trade, Christians who dre
politicians can bear a biblical #Witness on political "

structures

In advmcatlng a lcadlng role ?or chrlstlans in the

polltlcal arena the paper docs noL subscrlbe to the

-

formatlon of a chrlstlan pollt cal party or retreat, from men
(7 1 R i

of other falths Wthh canwiuel rellglous antagonlsmsu3

Rather, christians should JOln political parties of their

: \

ch01ce. leen the temptatlons of pOllthS‘f corrupthn of

'f‘\

| power compromlse W1th 1deologlua1 OPFﬂmntSf or, party

Oauﬂﬁﬁs one is tempted to ask how & chrlstlan Ppolitician
B il Asatuia: et
can Surv1ve the manouvres characterlstlc Of polltlcs7_ The

BipGl finy
i

answer 13 1n the afflvmatlve Every chrlstlan publlc;

LT DE

OfflClal - 1eglstator, commlsSLOner, mlnlster and voter must

-

carry hlS chlrstlan con501ence,'en11ghtened by God’s word

i I.“.‘( i

rlnto hlS polltlcal duty Chrlstlan polltlclans must ask

leaar what party'caumnms and 1uaders dlctate, and more what -

-

chrlstlan duty dlctatesuh .

i
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Equally, christians must be involved in QP?li?wh

i3 dlSCuSSlOHS to lnfluence publlc opinion,. These can be

done through artlcles ln newspapers and participation in

telev181on programmes on 1ssues of moral and polltlcal
,1mpontanoe.; Empha51s should be.placed on the“pegat;ve
effeots of corruptmon and ethnlclty. Solutlons must also
be proffered u51ng the ohrlctlan doctrlne For 1nstance
the law of 1ove Wthh pervades the Blble - Genes;s to
Revelatlon If 1u01dly articulated, 1t has the potentlal
of motlvat+ng oltlzens to Serve the good of the soclety.
Chrlstlans in addltloﬂ to tne normal political

RS 5

machlnery, also have avallable to them the God given

-.power of. prayer by Wthh to brlng about d681rable changes,

;&. elther in the personnel or 1n the pollcy of governmentlLS
As exhorted by Apostle Paul, prayer prov1ées the conducxve
QllmatequFNPPQ?%ﬁx and peace:

- I exhort theréfore, that, first of all
'suppllcatlons, prayers, 1nterce551ons
~and giving of thanks, be ‘made for all
men, For kings, and all that are in®
~authority, that we may lead.a quiet and
peaceble 1life in all godliness and honesty,
For this is good and acceptable in the
sight of God our savicur; who will have:
all men to be saved, and to come unto.
the knowledge of truth. L6 oo
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CONCLUSTON

~ The paper‘ﬁé§ASoughf;fo'éXéﬁiﬁ@ethé'éiéﬁéﬁ%gﬂef'decay

in ‘Nigerian politicali'system via corruptlon and ethnlclty..

r_l
l

Qftconsidérable: Tinpor tanes: o the élscu531on is the role

qpofrUSEEfnyand,”ﬁeﬁé?“'in:ﬁeéeCrétESﬁﬁﬁf‘puﬁfiﬁ&bffibé and

¢ ettmiciprojebtionst’ A3 Sbserved eablieh ) civil servants
g {euamiiitafyfruleféﬁf%OVernﬁrs “ministers, ‘coﬁmlé;;eﬁersw
parliamentariahs+and party ‘officials pervcrted pUbllC
{niipositiond totfulfil™ naredual obgecthes Thls has produced
.E%umdesirable effects, ' These incTude lowerad resPect of
constituted ‘authority - apathy, dlsunlty, pollﬁlcal 1nstab111ty

JnﬁlSClpllned 01tlzcnny and & Sick’ economy.

_aens - We conclude tht:ehristians s Nigerian citizens have

. “arole to play in rehabilitating the nation.. Political ills

E eiuﬁﬁre;notﬁhealed,by-dééértion;l ChriStians}aré therefore urged
i to exert regenerative infHibres 5 Peilon oitizens ot

? polltlcal institutlons,} TheSe 8001a1 and polltlcal reforms
i; can be achleved through exemplary behaV1our, prayers ands

i actlveepertlcipatlon in the pollcy process " Through these
:; a%ihﬁes the VlClOUS cycles of corruptlon and ethnlclty can
;ﬁ be broken : T




1620

=§r Florae detalled dlSCUSSlQn of Qapltallst Contradlctlons
1 and socialist’ option*s@é "Claude Ake, A Political

Economy of Africa (Lagos: Longman Publlshers 15681)
. TEO=TI0: Hs5. Bade e

2« See?NewswaLch May 1st 1989 p_ 26 i ar _
: TT gives a detailed account of 01tlzen§'alssatlsfactl<

With communism in communlst countrles

See Encyclepedla é@gnLcaﬁna e
3 _$ﬁaec*i5ht Grmlier*Tﬁé 1985) p. 25@

iSee A Dictionary of Social. Sciences (Eds )

Julius. Gould andWilliam Kolb (Canada- Macmlllan
~wcymemeeeere”*ﬂ964) P th2,

g;— ThlS deflnltlon is taken from H A. Eklyor caE
Political Corruption and Political’ Instablllty

A Case study of "esterm Nigeria, 1960 bb,
Phd TheSlS, 1984 Po_ 90

oL

SeeS, P, Huqtlngton, HModerﬁIzaulon and Corruption'" in
gic. o0 J.:HeddentEimer {ed) Readings. in Comparative Anlysis
(Néw Jerseys Transactlon looks MO7E) . 92,

‘.\i'
Wi

hSee’ 0,05 Cox.Caste,\Classtand “aoe 0 £
(Eondon° Modern RaderﬂPaperbacks, 197@) s 317.

‘i‘{,‘

erlan POllthS (NEW'YOTK Macmlllan

E.. See'ﬁa?ga?et‘?eil
Publlshers, 19 ).

"hual T 8 yDeuteronomy 28 1-66'-MattheW*t6 §EVelatlon} 

sex BOlaJl LabanJlr Anatomy of Gorruptlon in NIE%?ia bt
(Ibadan Dally SkEar Press 1970) p. 38

See F. Odekunle, "Corruptions in Development"
Definitlons Methodological and Theretical Issues:
A paper presented At the Anmusl Conference ol the

Nigerian Anthropological and Sociological Associatiom -
Ahmadu Bello University, zaria, 1982, e l :




133
l_l;_;

15;
3

1f,
18,
19,
20,

2is

224

2l.

i

26,0

efy

28.
29.

§QQ_B‘WEkeh,*Gel&nlailsm and TWo " Publlcs in Afrlca

it 630

H A, Eklyor E.Clt p. 223
H.A. Ekiyor OE Clt p. 223
H A Eklyor OE Clt Pp. 22&-226

R OE.Clt p, 206" ﬂ»_i4*,;+,ea;ﬁ~r

SegiBal.: .Dudley—-An Introducilon to - Nl erlan Government
and-Politics (Lagos: Macillan PuElisHers 1582)
- Pp. 00-81, He provides a detailed report of -
‘probes in which many mllltary mfficlals were

i 1mpllcated

ibid., - Sl A e SO o

See A,R. Zolber y, "Creatlng Polltlcal Order, The Par:
States of . est Africa (Chicago: Rand } gggm,y b
e 16, _:, : .f:f“”(fj*‘*ff“fT* PSR T

See Ladlpo Adamolekun, The Fall of the Second Republlc
(Ibadan' Spectum Books Ltd., 1955) p..??_ :

Nerganet_ee*; . -59‘ _meefﬁg
Margarem Pell OE.Clt P. 59 J

'T.Clt,

i%ke Q! ‘Oyediran, ”Anayy51s of Votlng Behav1our in 0.

;;_ ,hmoyed;nan.Led) Nigerian 1979 Election'(London:

‘Collier Macmillan Publishers, 1) p. 97. .

See _the Report of the- Polltlcal Bureau (LagoeffFederal
 Govértmeént Printer, 1987) B, 213,

A Theoretee&il',etement" “THe Comparative:
Soclety and History, 1975 Vol. 17, P. 105.,

[t plUIEY T L R e

0dies

See OKWUdlba Nnoli, Ethnic Politics Pelitics in Nigeria- '
(Enugu, Fourth” lmension

Iblﬁ I 157
Ibid., Pp 157 - 15@




! L

I=EEEE;z 1P 158 G
b Ibld., b 159 j_'ﬂutéﬂfﬁ_j_ fiaka Beld
fi,see Tlmes Internatlonal November ?th 1988 Pp.l-13
?wzmd - pp. 4-13

s ux,*. 3 '*_}'.’_i_

- -

B g, WF

e S

';fSee?Chafles Colébﬁ, Klngdoms in Confllct _An In81der s
14 Challenging View of Politics, Dower and
(USA Zondervan Publlahers 1957)._

o5 : S g SRl S

Ibid iy 280 _f - ﬂ

SE ik : |

lsee'Hans Hasselbarth Chrlstlan Ethlcs in Afrlcan Context |
(Ibadan= Daily é%ar Press, 1976), p. 197.

C{harles Colson 0p.Cit., p. 281 Bisvie 28 EEBERS |

| See Derek Prince, Shaping History Throush Prayer and
by Fastln S(Florl a; Derek PrinCe Ministries,
A=Df 5" ¢ sEEeaai 5o s Fpdat

,Sée_I,Timothy'Q;lfh;_. ok Rt S ves B W il L 1




	Scan_20160509 (10)
	Scan_20160509 (11)
	Scan_20160509 (12)
	Scan_20160509 (13)
	Scan_20160509 (14)
	Scan_20160509 (15)
	Scan_20160509 (16)
	Scan_20160509 (17)
	Scan_20160509 (18)
	Scan_20160509 (19)
	Scan_20160509 (20)
	Scan_20160509 (21)
	Scan_20160509 (22)
	Scan_20160509 (23)
	Scan_20160509 (24)
	Scan_20160509 (25)
	Scan_20160509 (26)
	Scan_20160509 (27)
	Scan_20160509 (28)
	Scan_20160509 (29)
	Scan_20160509 (30)
	Scan_20160509 (31)
	Scan_20160509 (32)
	Scan_20160509 (33)
	Scan_20160509 (34)
	Scan_20160509 (35)

