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Abstract

This paper makes a care Jor the use of Yoruba Video Films as languape und eufture ervichiment
tools in schools as well ay homes. [t discusses the relatianslin be
also exemplifies Yoruba values oy weli a8 the rele accorde
MNigerian chitd. Ji categorizes Toruba vide
conld enrich the linpuisiic resery

iween language and eultire aned
d Yoruba language in the education af
o films and hishlights the constituent af the filmy theat
oir of the learner and entrencl him proeperly B his indipenous
culture. Suggestion is also made abous how Yoruba langnage teachers could presend Video filne
as envichment tools. Teachers and academies af Yorula are challenged to pariicipate actively in
producing language and culture enriched virlew filis.

lniroduction

Lunguage is & key with which the enlture of 4 people is unlocked and it is also repository
knowledge about an lndividgal's personality and his culture. I is therefore perlinent to note Ul
fanguage is part and parcel of a people’s culture and 1t is the fanguage and culiure of a people that
distinguish them from others. Lanpuage is imporlant to man right from the heginning of (ime.
While there are different kinds of linguage all aver the world, the commonly known anes are
expressed through speech (¢ Jyewo, 2005), According o him,

speech is the primary and namral
form of languapge while other lansuages are artilicial, Such artificial lanpuage which are expressed

through hody warks and electrica] signals. However, whether artificial or natural, lanpuape is the
principal means by which man commmicates to reveal his identity, express his feelings and
vilues and produce meaning ful pusssnpe.

There is a strong relationship between o peaple’s language and culture as language is an aspect of
i people’s culture. Edo (2005) defines culture as “tie total way life of a peaple in a given sociely™
(P 1. According to him the total way of life include the type of food the people cat, their
clothing, their beliefs about the sxistence of the world, religion, their perception of olher people,
marital life, political systen, their Fanguage etc. Edo's definition is similas to that of Oyvewa whe
defines culture as “llie deposit of knowledpe, experience, beliel, value, altitudes, meaning,
hierarchies, religious, notions of time, spatial relations, concepls ol the universe mxl material
ubjects and possession's aciuired by a proup of people in the course af generations through
individual and group striving™ (pp. 68 & 69), As earlier indicated, a symbolic relationship existe
between eollure and lanpuage. For instasce, language is (he primary medium by which a people’s
cullure is transmitted. Aparl from being a veritable ool of commumnication, it (language) is crually
a guide (o social reality and it 2lso influences an individual’s perceptions, Belps in transmitting
meaning as well as moulding an individual’s Pattem of thought.

Yoruba Language and Voraba People .
Yoruba language is one of the (] we major lauguages in MNigera (NPE, 1977 revised in 1981, 1998
ad 2004, The Yarubs people zre the major oceupants of the south wesicm parl af Migeria and

according to Olajubu (1992, it iz the frst to become a writtey language amang the indigenons
languages in Nigerin,

g
o
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- Yoroba language has becn functionally vsed in the tradittonal and  formml setings, ln ihe

traditional sociely, 1t has been used in daily conununication, preefings, oral literary performance,
and regulation of human bzhaviours e sociely, trade transactions, and expression of rebipious
belief, In the formal setting, Yoruba language Lias been used a8 a0 medivn of ingbruction in

sehools, churches and mosques as well is 4 medinm of compmnication by the electronic and prind
toilia (Awonivi, 1983 ; Mekinde, 2004 1),

That Yoruba, the mother tongue of Yoruba leamers o schoal is effective ud the best mediun of
teaching them in their linguisde enviromment has been empirically established (Falunwa, 1975;
Olanrewaju, 1990; Makinde and Olabode, 2006). Whereas the Federal Government through the
Nutionul policy on Vducation (MPE, 2004} has approved that the medium of instruction at the Pre-
primary and first part of primary education should be the mother tongne or the language of
immediate community, this is not the practice in most schoals especially (he private elitist anes,
OF cowrse, such schools have the blessings of parents who have relepated their indigenous
languages in favour of English languapge. Bxpectedly most learners perform very poorly in public
examinations (WAEC, 2007) and many are not proficient speakiers of (heir local lanpoapes
(Mukinde; 2004 b). There is therefore the need o arm them with the necessary communication
skills considering the importanee of aral/wrillen communication in the day-lo-day activities af
human beings, The Yoruba people are cariched linguistically and culturally. It is however
disheartening to know thal most Yoraba youths do not cherish their linguage and culture. Lawal
(2005} observes that the contact of Nigerifin culture with that of foreign ones has made it difficull
lor traditional education fu have its pritary objectives achieved. According 1o him, many children
in Nigerian society do nol even know how to greet peaple talkless of prosteating or kneeling while
preeting elders. Akin to this is the enviable traditional mode of dressing which is already giving
way to forcign and embanassing made of dressing.

The Yoruba people cherish respect for elders and constituted authorities. Emphasis is pHlaced on
the developent of ethical character, intellectual skills, as well as skilfulness in one vocation or
the other. Appreciations of cultural heritage as well as participation in commumnity development
are given pride of place in traditional ¥ oruba society (Falunwa, 19953,

Much damage is done o the lives of o people who are denied edueation in their indigenous
lanpuage. Makinde (2004 ¢) argones that to deny an individual the stiidy and use of his languape is

o deny him the local knowledge, competence, polentials, character in his community and 1his

Lntnount to des-empowering him

Migeria s a nation s already reaping the harvest of those seven cardinal sins identified by
Mihitina Ghandi as cited in Omolayale (2002

(a} politics wilhout principles

() education without character

(o) wealth without work

(1) eommerce without morality

(&) sclence wilhout humanity

(0 relipion without sacrifice

() pleasure withow conscience (p iii).
In as much as the role of cducation in the soviely is to serve as a potent weapon for the
development of individuals in the society by making hing an assel to himsetf and the society,
educalional proprammes should therefore be packaged in such a way that he is not only
indigenously enriched linguistically but also ciltueally,
Cultural Enrichment through Video Films
The filin industry is one of the luerative buginesses in the Migeria of today. Young school learmers

espectally university praduates as well as old actors are gainfully employed Anyacho and
Aryacho (20007,
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There iz a rapid prowth in the de velopent of home videos in the form of the | Nigital Video Disk
(VDY) and the Visual Compact Disk {(VCDY in Migera, During the ate 19905 and carly 2000
digital video dise (DV 1) player had the most siiceesslul product lanch in ¢
histary. According o e Constimer
nrulacirers sl retailers of audio
United States in a recond five-ye
Years and VORs 12 years to aehi
store enough dota o held

5 thie
ouser eleclronics
Bleclronics  Association (CEA), which ropresenls
and video products, 30 million DV players were sold in the
ar period from 1997 to 2000, 1t ook connpact dise (CD) players §
2ve that 30-million milestone. The sanie size as a CLY, o DV can
a full-length motion pictore with a resolution twice that of a
videoeassetle, The PV player alse offered the digital surround-
state-of the-arl movie theatre
cipability (Encarta, 2007,

sound quality experienced in a
- Beginning in 2001 some DVD players also offiered home recording

While it is observed that some (ilmsivideos produced baot
social, moral and emotional willbeing of the youlhs, many are good materials for enhancing
knpuage development and ethical character. Many youths today spend much time walching [1lms
and videos and it must be bome in mind that what they hear, see and read have significant impac

on them. In the light of this, Flm or videos on thenes such as romiscuily, crime, violence,
robibery, and pornography shoule not be encouraged,

0 locally and abroad are inimical to

Anyacho and Anyache (2007) ciled some studies in the United Stales of America thal [
many sexually explicit materials abound in the lelevision. One of the studics is thal of Bethesda
(1994) who found that 75% o° Americans agreed that there e oo many sexually explicit
materials on the television. Anolher study is that of Kebby (2001} who corroborated this in his
study those children between ape ten and sixteen years of age in USA noted thal whal they saw on
television encouraged them to ale part in sexual activities too soon, The Parents Television
Cauneil (1999) also observed that linguage and sexo

ality were significantly allected by what
adolescents watch on the screen. Decline in societal vitlues s also fraced 1o the television, Cases

of sexual abuse conunitted by men, both young and old against little girls are unprecedented and
the number of people alflicled with HIV/AIDS is on the increase (Anyache and Anyacho, 2007),

el that

As earlier noted when education — related filius are presented before the learness, they pain a lot.
Aceording o Offorma {2007), video and television are audjo-visual materials which present
lnpuage more elaborately than sny other instruclional materials as they combine both pictures
il sound sequentially as in real life situations. Offorma also added that learners are talen into
the lives and experiences of othars and they ean be used in enhancing vecabulary development,

and the basic langnage skills activities of listening, speaking,
reading and writing in a1 cross cultural seiting,

prammat presentation or review,

Yorulm video filns could be divided into six categrories:
(a) Historical Video (drama) Films
(b} Religious Video (drama’ Films
(¢] Sonpgs
(d) Mon-relipious — General Themes Video (drama) Films
(&) Purely Gduentiona! Filin,
(1) Investipative fournalism

Historical films could be a dematized presentation of Ii
events might have been publisbed in literary téxts, Examples include Basorun Gaa wrillen by
Adebayo Faleti and produced nto CD in (2004), Elunsetan Aniwuara by Akinwuimni lsola, Dasarun

Opuninola, Owo e —an adapiation of Kola Alkinlade’s novel and Cgun Apbekoya produced Ly
Mluetom Film Productions,

storicul events of the past. Some of such

Ete

e

ey

A Fu s, | Fos e e

rycir)
- of iy

e
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Religions Hlms are those produced with Cliristian or lslamie nndertone or those witl teuditional
religious backpround. Christian [ilms like those produced by The Mount %ion Filim Productions,
Nigeria: Omo Majema written by Mike Bamiloye, Ancedran Mational Filiis lroject produced
Esin Ajoji; Mounl Zion Faith Ministries produced Apoti Eri written by Mike Bamiloye, Paradise
of Truth Fil Productions produced Aswo which was wrilten by Sola Al 1
Incorporation produced Olari Ota wiillen by Shala Mike Agbool
Islamic background in that of Golden Link |
enlithed Oplam Ay,
relipions.

tvom Films
a An example of filhm with an
‘roductions & Communication sl Ajileye Uilms

Sonps in compaet disks are tnumerable, hey could Le rweligious or non-

As for the MNon-religious filins these cul across several themes of love as in Ologini Tajo De by
MMM Films: penalty lor greed e.g. Jepudujers by Olaoye Glabal Concept L. {2006) by Dola
Adenitise. Other themes_ include honesty, reward for hardworlk, struggle for supremacy e Tia
Oba by Cowrie House Mig. Lid. Investipalive Journalism Films like Mokan Nbe (specinly by
[olbim Communications Lid by kola Olawuyi,

These films are produced in DV or VO, They could be viewed using the Computer or through
avideo machine attached 10 the Television. The films are |

roos] materialy for langnage and culueal
enrichment. Frichment input refers to those muilerials

(Lilms} which learners are exposed (o in
order 10 enrich or equip them culturally and Inguistically (Makinde, 2007). The filns presenl
language in the most practical and natural form.

Sugzested Mode of Presentation
(a) Choice of Malerial
The choice of material (film) o choose will be determined by the leamn:

s’ characteristics: ape,
level of education, apiitude, inlerest and

physiological [itness. Certain films like FHunsetan
Antwura may be too terrifying lo children below age 14,

b) Pre-viewing questions
y B4

It 1s believed that the feacher must have viewed a film before presenting it to the class. Tt will be
painful if the teacher could give some pre-view

ving questions to the learners; This will place tham
onthe alert to waich our for those things in the course of viewing 4he filn.

Examples of such quest ons are: .

What is the title of the video film?

Who is the writer and who directed the production’?

= Mention the producer of the videao [ilm

- Who is the hero or heroin in the (iin?

- Mention the nmmes of major actors and minor aetos.
What moral lessons can we learn from (he film?

= ldentify the Yoraba eultural values that are presented/promoted in the video film
ldentify the figure of speech used in the film with COpiEs examples
Mention gome lhings you like about the film

= Mention some thing you do not like about the film.

The range of questions presentable to a group of lewmers w

Ul be determined by their level of
education,

() Buring Viewing
It be could be necesswy lor the teacher lo comment o certain aspect of the film as the o

ASC iy,
This will malee the learmers to be o the alen and ey

ent theic minds from windering away, Some

ol ther may even have questions {0 ask, like the meaning of cerlain words or expressions,
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() Post Viewing OQuestions

Those questions asked af the Pre-viewing level conld be Fepealed atthe end of the viewing,.
When leamers respond 1o fuestions, t will help them deveiop their skills of listening aixl
speaking. They could be asked 1o write their responses wnd read 1o (e class, thus helping them in
developing their reading and wiiling skills,

Hecommendations and Conclusion

Considering 1he damaging effect of ohscape and crime inducing video films on the sucicly, film
industries should be adedquately censored to reduce or stop their production. Such films should not
be imported into the country and felevision houses should not present such for their viewers,
Parents should have more Gine for their children and closely monitor their activities bofl williit
and outside the home, Life and values destroying video {ilms should nol be allowed in the home.
Parents should encourage their children to view video [lms in their local lnpuapes and also
motivate them in the use of ‘he languages at home, Language tenchers should select ol
malerials far use in {he languase class, It is Just unfortunate that most primary and secondary

schoals in Migeria do nol have the rescurces for the presentation of these languxge and eultural
enrichment todls,

Yoruba lanpuape and literature teachers must be COIniL
the Yoruba socio-cultural values, The povernment
human resources if fhe Nigerian youths will

ed to the promotion of the languape and
must do its parl by providing the material and
not be aliewmed fom their linguistic and cultural

environment.
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