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\ L vll care must be takentoe
€ entire educational system (Adepoju, IW{.'} il 'Tf_.H i T—|Z:1demiz prowil¥io
evel of education is not misplaced as chis might lead 10 stanted ac;

i : hild) and stunted national dﬂ'elctpmem. PRI 2 'r:sc::uﬁvj-'.:i'-é-'i
YA OVERVIEW OF YORUBA AS MGTHEE-TUH GUE IN TH Eorubz, a major NigeriaM language is spoken by [.J.w Y}a;;_‘s r:ﬁ?:iimrr Ml
| part 1o Migeria. [ts study started through the effort of : ol ba) (2002) the folio
TEACHING AND LEARNING 1N OUR p RIMARY SCHOOLS - ok According o the Yoruba Council of Elders {lghimeo Agba Yoru bodan Cutiom
; iy .. T . = .. A5 ; P;ﬂpk: Bk, Egin: Alase. Awori, Egba, Yewa, }{E?TPIE» LT {J}'(.-'. f‘:a :ni.\;uijg
u e 1 fid] ..,; ’ 23 S & b Osun, Igbomina, Ondo, Ekigi, Ikale, llaje, Edo, ILsheklrL.*_tkc_r_hﬂJ D;fﬂ- b:" ;'o S
i % i e ragba, Igalla, ljumu, Owe, Bunu, Oworo, Ogori, Mageegn. The Yoruba peoplc can
S | ;,E‘;'%I.‘if.‘.ldf'?s' Olanrewajy i

i in many of the West-African countries, West Indies, Sostf-America efe.
INTRODUCTION

ETIVES OF TEACHING YORUBA LANGUAGE IN THE LRI ;C;ﬁﬁ:;
. _ _ . 403 wing are the cardinal objectives of teaching Yoruba langssge in the pr
o Language is essentially an impaortant tool which WE use lo commun;jcate with other
beings. It is the principal medium or vehicle’

s ; el That pupils might use Yoruba language as a vehicle of thinking, speaking, r:nu:!!mg

hicle of communicating ideas, emations, atitud - ool s : férmzmunmmn -

le’s culture gud That they might be able to e Yoruba language competenth
nE a people’s culture and’ : b ; : 0 18
COMMIUItiCating {fangﬁagej. is a :uhurar_ m-m:;{::'n:ilsht appreciate the importance of culiural and saditional heritage.
study and_reac.’:in; vl a language can promate That the;f might speak Yoruba language with comperence i e e
. ; To develop their interest in reading newspapers, shan aories, i :

L

?;ﬁgzﬁép their creative ahility by writing short storjes, Fnrt:;r ;.':10[;“?3;;;0” ele,
& To prepare them for academic work i5 the secondary 5|:|u.1:s v ki
the foregaing ohjectives, the Fa!lm-.leing points should be noses:
< Speaking skill in Yoruba in very important
Reading and writing skills most be atiended ta. M
The mother tongue is a veritable vehicle ﬂf”‘lllll’.\H'lg il
Literature and culture play very imponan_t rofes in languae: develop
Teaching Yoruba language will reduce illiteracy,

knowledge js being imp
Expedient 1o knaw that
There is 1o doubt therefore that an effectiye
education of the speakers of the language,
Language in Migeria can he
indigenous are the Migerian languag

arted to him, It 5 also 5 means of expressi
our most effective vehcle of

i

: |
classified into 1wo: the indigenaus and non-indigenpys,

25 while the non-indigencus e the foreign languages.
foreipn languages include English, French {eMicial languages) ang Arabic (The language of sl

refigion). The number of indigenoys languages in Migeria range belween 250500 {Avelaagbe, 19}'
and are also classified inmg major and minar. The major MNigerian languages are Iebo, Hauss g
Yoruba, The minor Nigerian languages are 100 UMErous tn mention in this paper. "

According to Fafunwg (1988, lan EBuage plays two differen; rolesin Educatian,
an nstructional area, 5 subjest,,

i is also the me
learning siwation in which language js knitivafved
societics a tupical Migerian classroom is composed

UMNESZO Confe

rence Reports (1053) recognizes the fact thay the best medium
for any eliild thas lives in his lin

Buistic eavironment is the mother-jungye (MT). The results uFth :

Ife Six Year Frimary Yoniba Praject as reported in Fafunwa, Macauicy ang Sokoya (1959) extablih i
the effectivensss of Yoruba lznguage as a pedium of instruction especially at the primary school by 115 - Bl Imahers 2

I ; i i i i suape 2 them - o
level as children taught using Yoryha were Hotata disadvaniage when compared academica|ly v :h'r[.' it be indigenes should be given enough exposure to the language
their counterparis wiig recgived instriciion i ihe convenlional vy # it bearias i teacher ought 10 know more than the Iumhm:l AR O Er

. x . s i " kil & - e e =

In the National Policy on Edueation (1977} revised 8. Abe fangirape of th According to Margaret {1978). the child’s MT muer he A S
f : . Selh . ik = 3 £ 7 . - 1 R e e Wi lier b ' ;
iMmediate communipy (LIC) is expected to be the m The child’s idaas and thowghts are in hiz own language and » LA B e P
prmary schaafs, fuite peod English. To encourage the child 1o think for lims fh
FECEIVES W jjen g fs wilhin the age brackel think in his own lenguage.
998} It is beiny referred 1o as the bedrock or

it constipyf
dia of instructjon venerally. Hardly ean we find
Asa resull ol iy multilingual nagy

ol children fig different linguisiic

4 : ' SCHOOLS
UBA LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING IN ng?iiﬂl;;fzg:ri_:j‘rimm s
Yaoruba language is expected 1o be the I[ungua%c :.fsnstruL‘E"_-"-‘ -?-n:c‘s Apart from that, it i
the first three years of primary edulation in the Yoruba speak o ‘.;I teadliers voho may be ¢
an instructional area. that is, a subject. In this regard, primaiy - ooal (€3

FI imary Education is the beps
F $ix and eleven (NEE, 1977

af education » child
vrevised in |55 and |

: " |
115 37




ih) The MT is the child’s contact with his horme, family apy village

e} The culturs of his peo p!i is found in the child' language and tha [ nguage should ke
at its purest and best, for him to appreciate the lilerapre. staries,
community and perhaps add his own cantribution to them when h

fi could be seen from the aboye that a foreign language hinders ideas from flowing f
child’s mind because his thoughts are in his own language hence, he must be
Rmself well in his MT. He should be proud of his own language and learn t

Language teaching at this Jevel meiudes teaching the skills of listening, speaking,
writing as well as Iitemrurc.l_;"vrn_dem approaches to flanguage teachiy
or integration wherehy the various aspeats of content and activiry ap

LISTENING SKILLS IN YORUBA ( IMOOSE NINU IFETISILE)

The aims of teaching listening skills in Yoruba at the primary level are 2
i, Recognition and discrimination of different sounds in the language
i, Understanding the language as spoken by speakers of the standard form of
i Using the language for acquisition ofknowledge.

The teacher is duty bound 1o present stimulating experiences before the spudents like:
i. Creating an awareness of the differences in artificial and naturl sounds: bird, insects, ani

train i,

i, Discrimination of human sounds produced under varioys emotions-happiness, sads

surprise, somow erc.
fil. Recognition of different tones jn Yoruba

SPEAKING SKILLS IV YORUBA. { IMOOSE NINU ORO S150)

The aims of teaching speaking skills include:
{i} Ability to produce the standard varicty of Yoruba Jay wuage

(i) Ability to produce the standard variety of Yorubs in normal dialogue

(il Ability to talk freely and coherently using Yoruba languagy

The teacher can employ the fellowing experiences that stimulate the sp

shapening the speech organs of the pupils,
- Imitating sounds produced by birds, animals and objecis

Froducing sounds with high, mid ard low tones,
Narrating events, storjes and folktzies

Reciting poems and singing songs

Engaging in simple debates

The use of tongus wisiers {language games),

- - Imitating sounds made under various emotional manifestarions

and education giye 3
H " 5 i . 18
should help him to have berter understanding and contact with the hame and village,

songs and poems oz
€ grows ofder,

2 lay emphasis on the hg
= integrated ( Williams, [ 0

|.'.] e

caking skills the

Tape recarder can help them tn hear how their Feices sound to othaer peopis.

hf.'lp-&d IG__I [
58 1 carrect |y

5 follows:

A I o e

};-,g and speaking are oracy skills, The two cap he taught together, For example,
iting the poem, athers will lisen, Listening and speaking skills tests can he
her. g

DING SKILLS (IMOOSE NINU W KIKA) e
g is (he interpretation of the verbal symbols based on the ability of the reader ¢
rpose, thoughts and ideas of the author. "
The aims of teaching reading skills include;

Recognition of what had beer; learnt orally when seen on pager, :
Associating particular letter ar groups of fetters with particular sounds _
_Engaging in silent reading in which the mind concentrates on understa nding of |

swhile bothering less about the mechanic of the gentence-words and struciure |
=" Methods of Teaching Reading include:
i nic Method:- (Ona Tkoni Amuroolo: Whero pupils learn the sounds of indiy
or combination of letters. It helps learners develop competeice in spellin 14

and say method or word methad: {Qna [koni Amaroiol; Picture of famil
with their names given underneath, This helps pupils (o memarize words befo;
them.
Sentence Method (Gna [keni Amugboiohun-lo); Like the -look and say' pupils
the whole sentence and phrases - later break them into their COmponent parts,

To develop pupils' reading skills the teacher could yse — auxiliary equig

ward-building games, malching set of pictures and words ur sentences and pictu,
Before reading, the teacher should endeavor to teach the vocabulary items, during
m reading on the part of the teacher js important and afier reading, the teacher shi
ber of quéstions based on the Passage. Emphasis should be placed on comprehensio
It must be noted thar somg children leam berter by sight as in look and sny meth
ers learn by sound as we have it in the phenie methed. 10 this regard, it is believed that

better when an Eclectic Approach is used that js a mixed metho

I

SATRITING SKILLS (IMOOSE NINU TWE KIkoy

1T8he aims of teaching writing include

The ability to form the letters legibly and quickly

The ability to copy legibly and without spelling mistahes

; The ability to write their theughts (compaosition),

leacher can assist the beginners tosvrite by teaching them to Bequive manual skill- by felpi
raw shapes in sand with their fingers or sticks, Other strateges include drawing pn small
aking circlés, sand curves on paper with a pajnt brush, pencil crayon ete,

th Teacher should give them a lot of ERercises to copy

A Teaching them simpla ryles guiding welting: acis ol pusgraphing, puncruation ete
. Relatively advapced pupils could be raughs the techniope, nd styles of wiiting, pia

P13




i

methed can write but trey cannot speak as oral skills ape not attended to, It will be
tin a second language sityation. ke

Sleveturing, and orpanization of essays, SUMmary writing, lemer writing efe_ ﬂé

Inun{. ethod Ona Iknni&_lngbanw:f] : i
! Emphasis iz Eiven to spesch, pattem drills, habir formagon. praclice and repetition, |

tent, the use of dialogue and language (a boratory, Drills and n_-x_:rciﬂsﬂrﬂ EImPh E:“'z_'f‘: i
e rules Eoverning the language, [t Eives the fearner Opportmities to be ﬁﬂl"‘“’flf Iu"“‘" I
hing learning process. Real life situations are brought jao the L:Iassrmm m. 4;|Mmr:
ving the use of pictures, dramatization, role playing and the e D_.I'slubsfﬂll"ﬂ" la :_-'5 ""1
Ires are presented and practiced with carefy] selection of and variation in the use of con

| Fixed [ Variables |

- OWuro yii | -

THE YORUBA LITERATURE ?

" Thereiza slrong relationship between language and literature becarse
literature i language in action The Yoruba child is blessed with & rich literary ENYironm ey
teacher can utilize the literary resources 1o enrich the language development of (he FI”
teacher and pupils must be made aware of the characteristics and nawre of Yoruhg oral prig
literature. On Yoruba oral literanre, emphasis should pe PUtan Yoruba poeric heritage

Rara, Orki, Esa, Ekun lvawg, Iweundere, Etiveri, 0 Yoruba written llemture =
folktales; moon - light staries, fabjes ele. should be ysed Exposing pupils, 1o literas ;
in vocabulary develo Pment, use of literary térme like proverts, simile,” personificatjo;
ENcourage language development of the child, the teachar's speech pattern js very vital bect

child will imitate him. Margret (1978) 100, affirm that teachers f:'p'uld r.-nuuquEﬂ_ll;pflp[ }
development by telling them storjes, helping them g dramatise shon plays, recitarion of poe;

COMposition, Ffr':rure lalks, ;:anversatr'u:un, 'té![ing news and asking them 1 take l:rh?_f “3‘5* Boi : h bl

Dth_v:er teaghers in 1h§5cl1ncr!_. e ot | N Wi Tide De si ile ni 05 1o koja
ol e i e posan vii

TESTING AND EVALUATION X FEE'”“ ke ..'f;}a fi 1o
The purpose of evaluation s to he able to asses the pupils, salf; the curriculum conpend s E -

the method used in teaching. Mass failyre js ap indicator that somelhing is wrong with ejt
content, method uSed by the teacher or the learmer. : S g
Factors 1o be considered in drawing up a language test are- aims of the test: what tof
how to carry out the lest, the scaring technigue; announcing the jest tindividually, cﬁnﬁdenti;
publicity) eLenomy of administration and values 1o be drawn by all fram the result, Other
include: avaiding ambiguity in guestions, asking inhigsed questions, using unbiased stoTing s
wholesome lesting Environment; Preparedness of the examinee and avording guestinn leakiges
Language tests inelide: language apiitude 1est, progress in language test: lang

“ommunicative Method (Ona Ikon Aiemo Tbanisoro)
Communicative Meth a Tko ieaching of the language, Th

-Attetion is given o the importance of ecommunication iy (e 5 i
G e
in objective is 1o develop the learners’ knowledge of Yoruba langeage and their ability 10 us

ropriatel bearing in mind the social connotations of such ysg 2o !
: ai sociaiaulivral and socio —persona

aniage of as they are engaged in

aitext or situations, Natural attributes of children are taken ady
playing, pair and Eroup activities and larguage games, :
eld tripsiexcursior. the use of FESOUFCE person.
visuals, compurer assisted instruction [CAL)

BUage activities like rale-

: : e Tyt Other methods and lechnigues wnclude:
achievement iesp reficiency Le5E, reading test; verha) and non-verhai test, culture test; titeSmm g ; - g .

5 ; gl . 5 “End instructiong) materials like audio 2ids, audio

esl oral test; speakin and listenin skills tests eqc. : :
; i 5 ¢ Erammed instruction, real object, pictures, chars ele,

COMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION * L !
- There is no doubt tha the teaching and learning of Yoruhs lirzuage in primary schoal is
rth demanding and challenging. It demands interest of bath the pupil anithe teacher in ﬂ'rcllnlnguagv;.
L30. Direet nan!!lrnIMEthndr{Gnn Tkoni Tanra) Here the learner i taught using the rarpd ltiure and the peaple who speak Yoruba language. The teacher must be cmmprf”:lg a,::..
latguage, No translation is allowed, Strategies or techiniques used include: d:rnunsiratinn, dialogud owledgeable in modern approaches and methode of nguage [enchn';_t_ﬂs well as possessing the
ilustration, mitation, the use of pictures ete. ) Mowledae of relevam instructional material that could be used 1o ampify his teaching.

ir ini [ il f el
Teachers should be ghls 1o use their initatives by improvising when they cannot fiy t.h ;
tezchi the speech organs. The

Lramm: m:."_‘—'"—r J'rm:ls;la________:mn PITE!.hm:: f%‘—'—-a mm@%{——“—'—u”"‘lﬂ Giramaj learning the rt rL nds an a pasticular instructional material, Charrs could be ysed 1o = e
S mel nrhasgi W age works, = W o e e # ; ? f T rrie
s method ey hasise hoy Anguage works, Ape Han 15 given 1o =aming the ruies o 7 Priest if he has the voice 1o chant the Iieverse. Pictures of ma

Her may dress like an Ifa

aftires might be used 1o 1each Yoruba tradip el wedding

language, fis stivciure, Jjzt of vocabularies, translation af the larget languags inio the mother-longus

. 3 : : ; ; les clad jn traditional
rvice-verse. biteran: forms are useqd n teachinp sraminatical ryle Moast of e students exposefUpP .
= ER ; 3 i B Headreaclhers shoulg Encourage the vee of Yorh

e _ 120
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shildren or in explaissy difficnj CONCEDES to them where explanations in English lappl;
fiat siiffice. They showfaleg encourage Yoruba language teachers nnt only to teacls the fapggiis
0 alwavs sitend the Tetings of the Association of Yoruba Language Teachers 5 e
Hiaps on the teachimg f Nigerian languages, S T T gl
. = The povermmant Fough the relevant bodies should encourage the teaching of N'ig
tages hy Fmduiiﬂglﬁmlﬂying more Nigerian languages Teachers as well as helping {8
wtion of tlexual and mEictional material; for primary schools, * ¢ il s :
Considering the fasthay using a Migerian language as a medium of instruction might 4y
‘cable in a heterolingas society or in urban citjes

e R
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uba Mational Day of Praver iy Megnaforce-Nizerian Tribunt

Pictures san be made

Phonic Methods

s could me made to reflect the

Two letter words {onilata meji

AFPEMDIX

particular sound to be taught as in:
(i)

{_' e

= I ]

b

W lock something like the shape of the letter as in:

(iii)

Labalaba
{Bum_:rﬂy_‘.l

This can be used to make the

wards * ba, da and '

maving the piece up and down

The *gb” sound can
e moved up and

ieL1

Ja

down ta make agha -

eabe eghe coha
tzbe and ogha,

by



j = b S I =P — h
s
s Sy (b) Look aud Say Method & Sl
i i )
LM (1) Picture reading
" Tt . i
4 i i i =
;1 ﬁ“ ! % 2 '-
: : : ;‘”.-E' Nl
v i Al P
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