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Abstract
A lot of problems plague contumporary societies because virtues and
values hitherto held in high esteem are being discarded in favour of
Joreign ones. The situation has given birth to o harvest of vices today
that government and faw enftcement Ggents sgem not o krnow-the
them, This paper thereftre examined the value af Wigerich

soiudion Lo
culture especially the Yoruha aple and how the cherished values of

yesteryears could be adapted L solve contemparary societal problems
through education.

Introduction

culture is 2 phenemenon thit 15 betier explained than defined.
However, an attempt can be made towards arriving at a waorking
definition. The cencept, culure has been defined severally by

various scholars and authors Bt s a Lotal way of peaple. Orji and
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Anugo (2006) citing theanacho [1998) view culture as that complex
whole which include knowledge, belicl, art, moral, law, custom and
other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of
society, Eke [1999) is also of the ospinion that the material and
economic base of sociely conditions and fashions the element of
culture, including its science and lechnology, medicine, and music,
and even the psychological make-up of a2 man in a particular
historical epoch. Simply put, culture is the total way of life of 2
people in a given socicty and this total way of life include the food
they eat, how they get and cal the food, their drossing, their belief
about the existence of the world, how they rule themselves, the
language they speak etc. These vary from society Lo society, This is
why we talk of different culture by different socictal groups. Culture
could be material or non-material,

Material culture has to do with items made by the group, These are
the things that a society needs Lo make in order to satisfy the needs
of its people like houses (for shelter protection); tools needed for
agriculture; weapens needed for hunting or defense against enemies
attack, clothes and the work of art and craft. These include metal
work, dying, painting, sculpture, carving, woodwark, leather worlk,
jewellry, raffia work to mention a few,

Non-material culture has to do with the language and way of a
people. Non-material cultures are things which could not be seen
but are learnt and become part of the groups’ way of life. Examples
include, language of a people and the way it is spokan, their kinds of
music, dances the storics thoy toll their children, the way they teach
their children, the way in which they make and wear their ciothes,
the laws they make and the tvpe of goverment thow =at apc, OF all
these, language scems to he the most important non-material
concept of our culture because language is needed to be able to talk
ar interact with others and 1o understand them.

We shall quickly_explain the word value in the context of this
discussion. This writer agrees with Neah [2002) who notes that
values are the building blocks of society. Bolarin (2005) also notes
that values are derived from 7 society's judgment/porception of
virtue and vices and judgment of social behaviowrs thar are
vary frnm nne

acceptable in seciety. Like culture, values tend te
; \

i
Il
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society to another, Values are no doubt acceptable principles of
standard of a socicty.

Nigeria is a multi-ethnic, multicultural, and multilingual suFiEt}f with
about 250 ethnic groups and over 400 languages. In spite of our
multicultural nature, we still have certain common things that unite
us. The dominant values which forraed the core values upheld by a
large section of the Nigerian suciety include;

= belief in God/Allah/dcity

e detesting of laziness

« dignity of labour
filial piety; respect for parents and clders generally
e hospitality
e integrity
e public spiritedness
s hard work
e respecl for sanctity of life
e sharing and caring
¢ truthfulness and honesty

strong pride and attachment to the family .
pride in the family namne and the ideals associated with the

family or group. (Bolarin 2005; 18 &19).

PP O LR R G e
All the listed vaiues of Bolarin (2005) are enshrined in the lacas r};
Fafunwa (1995) in his exploration of the Seven Cardinal ﬂoa].?_u_

African traditional cducation which are identified as: . | i
development of the child’s latent physical skills throug

L
1 ciral peppeions mainrmine, 8L
compoetitive games, physical oxercises swim ning et |
Araral s et o f shasactartanahe throuah codes pfmanners,
'-' Gevelgpinone OF Laaialoy thiloploinesd .:'_-': l'_““l‘ e
conventions, custoins, norats, superstitions and laws of the
society, e
s respect for peers — langht in groetings accompanied by
ol i e 2 e
physical gestures, helping elders to carry their luggage =tc
il : ; | ke EPSIRS L U P s
o intellectual training- focal peography and history, hills and

valleys, secasons songs/puclly, p':-i:i*‘&‘rhs;r Tiddles; tcmgj:.::
twistors, poctic verses, dirges. Yoruba, ofo, pgede & ol ilci,
incantations, recitalions ote other chants like Rara etc ljala,
numerals, gamos, scales/ moeasurenant ete.
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* vocational training {agricullural, trades & crafts] and
professions- People could be doctors, priests, witchdoctors,
civil servants, village heads, chiefs, kings, tax-collectors,
heralds, judges, councellors, police and mossengers, shrine-
keepers, drummers, blacksmith, hunters/soldiers etc.

= community participation-construction of reads, bridges,
building of town hails, volunteers to defend community in
time of war or crisis.

e promotion of cultural heritage,

-culture is caught and not taughl

-child observes, imitates and mimics actions of elders and
siblings

-he watches, naming ceremonies, religious  services,
marriage rituals, funcral obsequies, coronation of a chief or
king and festivals.

In the view of this, Akinpelu (2005) reminds that there is need to
discuss cuftural values and such rolated topic scems to put average
person off. He explains further that at educational gatherings, and in
the classronms, there are complaints about the decline in porsonal
and public cultural values especially the moral decadence in terms
of dressing, relegating indigenous languages, Afvican food, music
and many others, Some of these cullural values will now he
discussed with a view to bringing ou! Lheir relevance to cducational
development

Use of Indigenous Language
As earlier indicated, language is the imost important of non-material

culture, because it is through the medium of language thae the
A

r_:u‘-.t;:rc of a people is explained. ‘rangmitied -and orogorad
forsign language can't explain a people’s culturo adequately, For

instance, in Ogu language, gbets dagbe', medagbe, onuyoneto and in
, TS a lemornanes Fo e e i 1 4
Yoruba language, ‘omoluwabi’ gives cultural meanines how

important the person is, In ather word, indigenous language depicts
_the culture of every given sori ohy-and-asswvell-asthe-survivalofthe
cultural heritage. Thereforo, the idea of prehibiting the use of an
indigenous or mother tongue af an individual is tantamouni to
killing his language and invariably, his cultire, In view of this. Bolla
axplains thus;

&Y
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our attitude today is largelv influenced by the perception anid
viewpoints cultivated as o result of slovery as wfh'.f as well as
colonial and post colonia! education. As a result of this, we tend
not to appreciate ourselves or our culture a.fzd :t.hc?r'efﬂr_e
disregard or under value the potential contributions this
heritage can make to our contemporary deuempment efforts.
We thus tend not to belicve and have confidence in ourselves,

our endemic capabilities and potentials ( p.12).

It has been proved empirically (research ﬁnll:lings]: that I:hel best
language to educate a man living in his linpuistic environment 15 t_he
mother tongue (mt] or the language of the immediate community
(lic), (UNESCO, 1953; Fafunwa, 1982).

still on the use of language, it is a pity to observe that many
adults do not even know how Lo state intelligibly the witty sayings of
the elders (proverbs and hiioms) to show thle bna}:t}r c::F our
indigenous language. Their ullerances arc bedeviled Wi_th miscues
which show that they have been alicnated from their cultural
miliet. How will such people express and integrate themselves and

their siblings into the Nigerian culture.

Dressing r
in the traditional Nigerian setting, we value morals. Human body is

seen to be sacrod. lixposing any soerel part of the hody is degrading,
abnormal and an aherration. Such act devalues our culture.
Provocative attires that lead Lo sexual harassment should not be

found ameong the Omoluwabis.

creciings
Higaerian cuftire
authorities. Groetin

is demonsirated, On ge

vatuos vespert for  elders, and —vomstituted
o is one ol the ways by which respect for elaers
thie Yoruba child is taught early that
person first and this must be

accompanied by physical gestures. (Eg A boy must prostrate while
a girl must knecl down while greeting). _ A oL

Different grectings for dillerchl parts” of the day, and otner
situations are learnt early enough, lence the saying "kekere ni a &

LA

the younger must groot the shier

n po ekan froko” (A stitch in Lime iaves ning)
As part of respect for elders, parenis, eic 15 the fact that

d
5

i . I i | . S
child does not call his parents, aunts, uncles, chiefs, ana other eldet
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by name. This is also attested to by the honorific use of language
among the Yoruba people. Some oven bow when conversing with
elders on phones. The young bov must carrv a load for an elder and
a girl must serve an elderly pocson on her knees, Other ways of a
young child showing respect tothe clderly ones ar:
- A child should not intrude into the conversation of elders as
a mark of respect for them. e can only male contribution if
invited to do so,
- A child would normally get up From a seat for an elder who
had no seat in a gathering or a bus. He must not abuse nor be
rude to the elder nor must he reluse W run errands,

Indeed, honour and duc respect Lo old age is the duty of every
Yoruba child (ldowu, 1982:165). The elders on their part are
expected to afford the voung care and protection and not count
them as of no consequence,

Honesty

Honesty, truthfulness, sincerity, fidelity are some other basic norms
the Migerian children are expected to imbibe. In buying and selling,
you do not have to see the scller. Wares are displayed with the
amount per unlt of such producis, The buyer collects the goods
and places the money there. The fear of thieves or robbers does not
arise as everyone belicves in the repercussion for infraction. [dowu
{1982) observes that the truthful and upright have the unfailing
suppart of the divinitics while lving and Falschood are considered
damnable. Indeed, Yoruba ethics forbids stealing.

Hardwork
Amorng the Yoruba people as well ag other Nigeriang, hard work ic
cherished. In the olden days, unemployment is never known. Every
child at a certain age must be intreduced to one traditional
aocupation or the gther The mament he is found to be skillful in a2
chosen or given vocation, he is ailoveed to be independent. Mence
the saying: e e

R'made ha o lokno

Sela a fun un foko

(when a child is ofd enough to own g hoe we give fiim o hoel,

71
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labour, Hlard wark and honesty go hand in han.

We valuo dignity of i
, Talschood and hypocrisy

Stcaling, sclfishness, covenant-breaking :
wore not condened, To show that the Yoruba people detested the
act of stealing a singer composed thus:

Kini n fole se laye ti mo wa Zee

Laye ti mo wa kaka ki n jale

Kala ki n jale, ma kuku dery

Ki ni n o fule selaye L mo wa

‘(What have [ to do with stealing ace

In this warld of mine, rather than steal

| rather Become a stave/servant

What have I to do with stealing]- Anonymaous

Chastity . L. s
'he Yoruba people as well as other tribes in Nigerian ?]llﬂLi.l prea
impertance to chastity and regards pre-marital sex a taboo. Nigeran

children were not allowed Lo mention the names of J_scx or
reproductive organs or talke about them in the presence ol adylt_a.
Parents normally kept their eyes on both boys and girls Lo ensure
they uulimainn{i chastity before marriage. In '..'h{].‘{cl days, broken
homes hardly existed. Chastity, prior o, after marriage command
commendation, Campaign against [IV/AIDS could be r:zflm_'u:snd in
favour of our rich cultural heritage instead of relying on widnspread
use of condom which in a wiy promoles promiscuily apart ir:.n'n
alfending our religious values. According to [dowu (1982), chaslty

before marriage and in married life is one of the components of

saod character amang the Yoruha people. Explaining further, Idowu
-\._.|1' rasl - . kb CRRE T ot 7 = ; I : i .
notes that 2 man who seduces another man's wile will not only pay o

heavy penaiiy, be o wili o addition facs gri:r'.'u;is :;u:a.r;::quﬂ%n.ze:l:..
Among tho Yoroha people other compoendnds ol 3_-;::[;-.'1. E]',i‘:.i‘.'::Tlr'l‘
idontilied by [dowy (1992:157-166) and which are canstaered Lo b
eitriching antemporary educational system inelede:

lHospilality sspecially (o strangers (o as ang can never i il

when one might be in need of hospitality pheself

e Solflessness is widely approved. Selfish person is held
contempl and regarded as not deserving any Belp in timc til
dillizulty . . .

s I'he Yoruba peeple believe in kindness involving generosily

a5 the one who is kind will have the unfailing hlessing Gl
Olodumare, This is exemplificd in the saving:
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Oore loore wo Lo

o oloore ki wo tan

Ti o-sika ki ‘'wo ku
Kindness begots kindness

The house of the kind does nol break down
conplelely.

That ol Lthe wicked docs not  break  down
incompletely. (Idowu, 1982:159).

Wickedness should be roundly condemned hecause Lthe law
ol retributive justice is inevitable not anly on the unjust but
upen his offspring. eace, "Eni ti o ba ghin chu ika, ori omo
reni yi o hu le” (ITe who sows the seed of wickednoess, it is on
his children head that it will grow) - (Idowu, 1982:160).
Covenanl breaker is considerod worthloss and acceursed.
Hypocrisy is considered unmanly and reprovable,

Ulving protection to woman as the weaker sex is a must for
men. 1t is considered mean and immoral Lo ouirage a
defonseless woman. '

Methods of Transmitting Nigerian Culture
The following arc the methods of transmilting Nigerian Culture
according to Obidi (1990);

{«1]

Walching and imitating the behaviour pattern of the parents
and other adult at home (Awokese). Paronls and othel
adults are always enjoined w conduct Lhemselves with a
high degree of decorum and integrity {model of s

behaviour) so the children could copy good and aceeptable

hehaviour from thens: The saving:

(i st iwaf ni tevin woo sare”
(Al frorse foltaws the example of the one before it in a
race-litaral], It actually means that the adult s o

modet for the child to follow either in good or bad
—behaviou), = =

(i} “Cwe b iyabe gbon loma o ran”

(literally-the cotton mather prepares is what Use child
witl wse to wearl-the child will copy the good or bad

ehawours of the mother,
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(b}

(e}

(d)

(e)

=3
L

Direct instruction (lana Ifiyeni) : I
I'his is a situation where elderly ones teach children I..'L-'hal 18]
do or correct them i they went wrong. A clul:l.mu-;hL e
taught the act of prostrating while greeling il he Fails Lo :Ij.o.:'
properly.  lxperiences of others serve as hr:m:;‘u:_ml
instructional media in teaching morals and slralcgics
loward success in life,

Lessons from witty sayings and folktales
Children absorb unconsciously from proverbs, folktales,

idioms and riddles. Such folktales otharwise known as
moonlight stories are usually narrated by adults and were
onded with moral lessons which taught children the rewa rils
for doing the right or the wrong. I'he story of a wicked man
and his house-boy who planned a cherry fruit thal Springs
up and mysteriously yiclded ripe fruit in a.:lny which tht?
man climbed in order to pluck some fruits but starled
sprouting higher and higher at the house-boys charming
song is a ypical example of a story that exposes Lhe vvil ol

wickednoss.

Use of Prohibition (Eewo)

Certain things were prohibited among the Yoruba people as
it is common to most Nigerian socictics and se children were
cautioned against deing those things. For uxampl::l, in
teaching hygiene, the Yoruba people forbid anyone !:‘Ium
urinating in a mortar and add that the mother of an erring
chitd would die. Though the mother will not die, bul no child
hawever stubhorn wounld urinate in a mortar after liea i
id 3 mother oahng 2 fogid 1

Ouu peopls fo

nale into. They belief that if eventialiy the
i

this. Ao, Hhe
male child wri
molher cais U (
the male child but the essence Is Lo Leach hygiene.

I H ih- . T bl
omia load Lo i polessce G 6 s

iy

Temptation Method R o o e
This method was used in inculcating moral lessons in e
ehild [rom age of six years and above, IL was an cifective
method of checking stealing, A mother could [y some ;Iaivf'r-r;
of fish or meal and keep it within the reach of the child alter
ararofil count A child who has a weal resislance 1o stealing
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falls into the temptation and is reported to the father who
beats him so much that he would VoW never io F[[‘El]. arfai;n.
UJderl chitdren who exhibit recaleitrant attitude H]I ”-“ r:;Le-nL:
of being too difficult for the father to control 1;,':':1: ua'ua.il ]
exposed to public flogging and ridicule. §iC i
It 55[.1[}::!:1 be noted that children lefl without training were called
Abiiko {birthed with no home training) while those ;uhuf I"IH'J;*.d rEo
ru.a:punrl tn parcntal training were called Akoogha [.'l'r.'-1ii:["L|- bul
refused to held to the training). The blame of the former nrn“;.m the
F_.;:u.'.t_-!nl.:; while for the latter, the child is blamnoed her twiu.np;
{|[1,.[h:l.:,3|[1r”:):lt$1 categories of children are disciplined outside in

Erosion of socictal values
Within the last decades, those values so cherished among Nigerian
sugieties started getting eroded and most Nigerians have “c:;*r':ll'f
r.-nbr;uxrd a now culture, a new way of lilo :nd @ ;mw l.':-':?l'l.c." o
[Aderinwale, 2003 cited in Bolarin, 2005). Today, the i"t‘.'H{]'l.-"'l'l‘l ‘”LW
fave almost completely taken cherished values: iy i

e cheating in all its ramification

= pscaplsm

e Drigand conduct

s digregard for rules and regulations

o disregard for constituted authority

e pRCCsSive }]ursuiLu!‘lnilLul‘lr_‘.l;‘.r.'qu]'i-;lt‘lnn

I T worship

s cprruption

B LIIERREHTIE
s drug raflicking and abuse

« il bunkering

s cullism

o lhnic wars and
e Tncnrabiegrecd

It is recognized that culture is nol slatie but dynamic. Akinjoghin
otk 1e)

[T

S |...:' gl e cAd Eatn it | 1

ol elioves thal certain items that are no longer uselul at a
i o lepss - e s T spree ] o 5 . A
lar culture dan be discarded in (avour of now ilems hal

guit the cireumstances of the Lme For instande, theact ol
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el

modem views. More girls

child marriage is gradually piving way lo
northern part of the

are heing enrolled 10 schools today in the

Country.

Culture and Educational Development

For development process 10 be meaningful and actionable in any
socicty, il musl respect the people’s worldview. The poople's
worldview is intertwined with their cultural heritage. Culture is L
lertle ground fbr development. According Lo Olurode and Dlusanya
(2005), social poelicies on oducation, health and unemploymcil
roveal a lack of touch or pelorences Lo our eultural horitage. In view
ol the policy maker for example, education is narrowly percei vod as
vhat which is to be gained in the four walls of a school. 115 eruated
with a diploma and good academy performance. There often
appears lo be continuity between the formal and the informal
learning environment. Mo appreciable reinforcement is aimed ak.
e reference to goodly conducl is tangential, There s cven @
fundamental defect in our cducational system in that it has virtually
no hearing with our socig-economic and political SLructure. hur
cducational system rather than prepaning aur children and youth for
pously with the requirements of the madern day
technological development arientates thom away from Farming,
indeed it inculcates them a hatred for social existence on Lthe [arm.
The suggestion that a secondary school graduates goes hack 1o the
farm would be regarded as a curse. “T'his reflects the pereeption al
[arming as an ardeoal. Of course, Lthe income-gap hotween Lhe [armer
and a pubiic seclir graduate employec i witie, Thus  alkor
sraduation, Lthe products of the gehool System gquene R [ years in
gpportuniticd el lvas sincn drod U

¢ Beaolit (i LiE Teei s T

[arming simullan

expuctation of employment Cpr
ither o

Chi edueation System is o

act, may become poarer.

SUPT P P
chilelren LG of

Lhe sociely as well. Socioty, inl C
The school calendar docs nol alluw our
around to assist on the farm during peak farming stason. (hur schonl
well go for that ol any couniry Furnpe; 1S
ated by the unceased production of
help themselves nor (@m SECICL.
ot in harmony with Lhe presa

curricilbim may as
patenl- irrelovant is demonst
praduates thal gould neither
by scholars is n

Lpsearch oulpul i
chiaracior of Lhe saciely
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Recommendations and Conclusion
With all the vices listed above and considering the negative offect
Lhey have on Nigerian society, solutions are hereby recommonded:

(] While culture is net static but dynamics, changes Lhat
would affoct the lives of Nigerians negatively should be
discouraged, ,

fii} Compliance with socictal rules should be laught in
schools especially from  the lower levels of our
educational syslems.

[iii) Religivus education, coupled with moral instruction
which promotes virtues such as love, respect and
honesty and laws like “thou shall not kilt™ which cul
across religious can be taught,

(iv]  Incorporation of traditional vocations into the curricula
al all levels of education will help o reduce
uncmployvinent in the country as more people will he joh
ercators and not job seokors,

{v} Teachers are to be exemplary in their conduct and
behaviour as they serve as role models for their pupils or

_ sludents

(vi) It must be realized thal children acquire bad character
through unguided and dangerous exposure to obscene
pictures, films and literatures, They equally interact with
morally weak children in the home, school and in the
larger sociely, Some morally bankrupt adult also
exercise powerful and corrupling influence on the
younger ones, Henee, moral edueation should be the
responsibility of the home, school, religions hodies and
ather stakeholders in the education indusiry

it  Teaching and leasning of indigenous lansuascs should e

eitectively implemented i schools as oariched in Lhe
National Policy en Education (1997} revised in 1981,
1298 and 2004,

e conglusion. some Aspecl ol our indigonous enlturs may be

unacceptable loday, but identifiable sood aspects chould be
inculcated in Nigerian children. The inculcation requires the active
#nd all sustained cd-operation of all stakohelders in the nuphrinaing
of the young ones. Vigorous and persistence of moral values and
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rules of behaviour in the younger generation will in no daubt help

in reviving the Nigerian culture.
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