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ALSTRACT...

Nettors  afl  over  the  world e

SrbEmmmam . LR R T IR TR N O S

It iy equally observed that, lanenage
frcreasingly concerned abour achieving policies  camot he  divoreed  from
e mifleminn  development goals by Janguage politics. hur CVCEY NTON s
WIS it ;".-".r'gf;r‘rr'.f: caneor .;':-‘Z'Ji“nm_’ fosit ot gmnloy poglicne,  sipeors gl well

the fence. 4s nations strategise on how 1o fushioned direcrion as well 4 colleciive

fiave the goals achizved, it 1s pertinent to politicad will io bring oni o pragmeatic
hring do e wwareness of governmeni
el policy-makers  the faci that  the
relevance  of  mdicerois

lengnuge policy.  Thiy fieper  iherefore
t."'."-.'_!."f-':"_-",‘_‘.ﬁ' J"fi'{’ "{.’.-rt“.’n'. o

e Mivericin
femgunages i achieving the Millennim

Development Goals (MIBGS) by 2015 1

i
becanse is therefore recommended e Nigerier
ICEENAZEs CONSOINIE G Siraegic factor a7 needs 1o

Imgnoges
iowaras neefizniz these gogls cannot be
dispensed  with.  This s

da more o e area af
developing  orthographies  uf  more
govils. i additien sustaiming  national Nigerian langnages, effeciive
development as well a5 maintaining maplemeniation  of  the
hoemomons  relationship amang  mulli

achoncement  towards  realizing  these

lemgnaee i
education poficy must he essured o
recruiting  more  feachers. o local
readine. Nigerio is a nation with very high languages mio the schools ay well as
ardwell thonght ot poficies bur verv fow establishing  more  Mass  Veueeion

i cwited defreizmi i implemeniation, Cenlres acrovs the nation wsing  the

efbiie  commenities sould be mads o

mdigenons  fanpnages  as  gedic of
nsirhetion.

Fepwords: Nigerian  Languazes,  Millennium Develapment

Goals.  Navional
Lcieiapment, Language Ioficy {mplementarioi.
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INTRODACT I
Nigeriz is not left out in global initiative like the Millennivm Develops:

1ent
Goals (MIDC ) a4 the Education For All (EFA) gpals This is in recoguition of the
P Inen 1w antien attach

st national development This no ddiht iranslates (o

vision slaled i the DraRt Harmonised National Policy on Rdueation
(20071 whic gates that, our

the nalicnad

vision is o5 become an emerging etonomy model,
wnd education policy and management tor public good.

Frteranin (19983 notes that in educational matters and

delivermy s

others, Nigeria is one
ver high and rich in policies but very low and deficient
implemientation. The National Dconomie Empowerment and Devel
(NEEDS) recogmizes educalion as a

natwm  thar s in
opment Strategy
vital transformation ool and g formidable

nstiunent i socinl econonue cmpowerment. it 15 observed that the target is to
ncreasse Lhe porg

reentage of primary school graduates who acquire functional literacy
and numeracy to 100% and adult literacy to 80% by 2012
Education Aot of May 2004 is another altsstation to the w
by the sovermment.

In 000 e

The Universal Basic
onderful moves been made

fnflewing seals were officially adopted by 189 Tinited

Nations
members stites with the agreement to have them achieved by 20135:

@ Achivving universal primary education

o« Promoting gender equality and women cimpowerment
= Heducing child mortal ity

® Imiproning maternal Baaith

o Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases

°  Ensuiri environmental sustainabil iy

Ll

Developing a global partnershic for development.
Linguistics [S11.] Intermational, 2000)

A nation et sieeneds in achicving these MDGs can be regarded as & highly
developed countty, For a country to be developing, it means that, enhanced human
well-being #5 well as continued national cconomic growth is: on going (Trudell,
~UU575), ard according to Robinson (1996), sustainable development requires the
full participatian of the targel community as any development that is done to people
bas Bathe ohgones o sustainahility

(Summer Institute of

1
To ciswe L full participation of all in any community, education is the besi
1

1z (bring, about that. For instance, the national educational goals as
cnunciated e the vonstitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria are the;

T oevely

s

ot of the individual into a morally sound, patriotic and effective
Citizien
® 1otal nicwration of the individual into the immediate community, the Migerian
stctcivend the world as a global village

froe :-p:!m ot ocyual nceess to gealitative educational oppottunities  for all

citiawens ol all levels of education, written and  outside the formal senonl

LRI E T
© anenliaion of national consciousress. value and national unity, and
S




development of appropriate skills, neutral phyzical and soeial abili
competencies to empower the individual to live in and coriribn L-
the society (N P E, 2007:6 Draft)

It should be noted that these Tisted wpoals

1t 5 and
nm:uiw_‘h* Lo
I can he realized if the Toeal |
sifectively and adequately urilized as media of instruction. UNESCTO {
that concerns suck as meeting the goals of Education for All (EFA)
can be addressed in some measure by

-'|I .t“'l.:*-; are

ZOEAD) notes

exphertly mciug mao
local languages in formal education s stems The research
vy

evidence loday shows that molher loague s ceacial (o

effective learning. Tndeed some educationist have argued hai
the only countries likely to achieve EfA are thous where
ianguage of instruction is the learners’ mother longue 3&:0
This view is equally supporied by Professor Kathleen Heuplh in Pinnock
(7009} that 1he language models used in Afiica fail the majority af '-i’IJ{iF'!tT': and that

carly change to English/ French/Portuguese/Soanish medium of sche ol instructic

s a
]mmau cavse of failure and drop —out rate The

raper 5|1"-‘IE‘H".-I‘ explorzs the
relevance of T‘Jru;aw:ir' .t:rrusr:z’l.ﬂq m act 11|"'.|1": the WTH o h} EXATEHT 1 e

aosls o
alier the ather

LANGUAGE SITUATION IN NIGERIA

Nigeriz is a multi-lingual nation with the number of languages currently

estimated ard catalogued ta be 521 {1 agbaju and Ogunjimi 2010}, Out of the nrny
laiguages the governmant recogmizes theee |

HICS IANEUAnes an major languages {igbo.
Hausa and Yoruba).

Language in education policy in Migeria can be summarized as follows.

Mother tongue (MT) or Lang guage of Immediate Community {LIC ) for use as

langaage of initial literacy at the pre-pamary and the junior primary fevels and
of ad

dults and non-formal education.

The three major (national) languages Igbo, Hausa and Yoruba at L, as the
language of national culture and integration

English and French as the two official languages,

English as the language of formal literacy, burcaucracy, seconda-y

IJ-.I'I|

and higher
potcatiy i, the I fx W ooiThe et

French and Arabic as languages of international relations. T e are special
villages for both French and Arabic in Nigeria for languape

immer ST
programmees {Emenanjo, 1998)

It is to be noted that the medium of instruction policy in the fist three years of
primary education has been modified.

in the medified edition of NPE (2007 14 section 3, No 18 d&e, pl) 1t is states that,



The medium of iastruction in the primary school shall be the

ervironment for the first three vedrs

Perioad

language of
m monolingual communities, During this
=nglish shall be 1aught 25 ¢ stbject. Fromi the fourth ye

#r, English shall
proaressivaly be nsad as g madinm of

and the language of
ment and FrenchiArabic shall be Laught as subjects.

Pie observed modification
motelmzial commumoes”

matsction
nvmediate environ

is 1 {orm of an added preposrion phrase *i

n
This no doubt was in response to the

craticisms ihat
wrected e previous editions

LANGUAGE AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

enguage is unique o human exisience the world over
merns tlrough which human beings communicate

nformation ele. among themselves. Indeed,
WilTigsge

it is the principal
ideas, feelings, knowledge,
no meaningful developient can be
G 4 given society without the use of language The reason being thal
language is the eye with which an individual interpretes and understands the warld
ot her anguage s the key ta g people’s heart (Nwainban and Okerelee
2008), and 1t {language) makes it possible for people to transmit know
space and e (Nwadike, 2006 in Mwajuba and Okercke. Z008). Inde
verttable 1ol for transmitting and preserving people’s culture.

Lerguage is a part of culture and an indigenous language v
L'-1.|.i||'-i'-' Lt

arosanied i

ledge across
2d it is the most

All express ihe
Ca prople belicr than a oreign language. For the schoo!
ransmii the aulture of a given society, th |
as ¢ mechivin

curmiculum Lo
anguage of the culture must be employed
of instruction. For economic and political growth as well as national
mstruviion and development the effective use of the language of the paople cannct

be vadere s imated. 1 is therefore safe to sa v that languages in Nigeria have stgmificant
rele 1 ki Fiyy the MM to he achievied

TECL

MILLEMNIUM DEVELOPMENT =OALS AND LANGUAGT RELEYVANCE
Mtsuuia a Director General of ! MNESCO cited in SIL ©In

nternaticnal (2000)
lad opind

hal fanguages are very essential to the identity of groups and individuals
cellil co-existence. He notes thar ianguages constituie 2 strategic factor of
wress loveards sustainabie development and a harmonious relationship between the
slobal and the local context, Languages according to him are of utmost important in
aciieving \he six goals of Education Tor All {EFA) and the Millennium Development
Ciouls an~ahich the United Mations agreed in 2000

for the poe

[HIE

Tnese writers stress the view of S1i. International (2000) that language-based
develepiment is cssential in achieving the MDGs especially in Nigeria Each of the
goals will be examined with the view to identifying how languages could be relevant
in the Migerman context toward, achieving the said goal,

| 02
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Fradicating extreme poverty and hunger

Fducating Migerans in their mother tongue will make them I]':'I.:H"-'-.'il" m Such
languages in the school system Litaracy librates individuals frogm ivnornce
ard help in the acquisition of skalls that wall lead o betier incorhe amd bhette
living condifions.

Achieving the goal of Universal Primary Education

Universal Basic Education programme has been iaunched in Migeria, Moiher-
fongue or the language of the immediate environment is expected Iy play vital
rales 7 helning beneficiaries 1o achieve permanent Wteracy and pumervacy
With the mother-tongue as the language of initial literacy, the leamng of other
lanpuzges 13 enhanced and acquisiion of functional educalion 14 ensured

Fromoting Gender Equality and Women Empewerment.

Access to basic education provides level ground for both sl aid feniales Lo
vperme. Females often paform beiier 1 verbal abidiiles o Hwele e
countarpartis. Initial litaracy in mother-tongue is expected to be the privilege of
every Nigerian child. Though education of the-zirl child have baen given ton
much atiention in recent years, It is noted that the education of the girl-child is
not seen as a priordy m some parts of Migenia. Awvareness crention ol the role
of education to individual and ancietal development in lacal Ionennpes theouoh
electronic media has brought much result. More girs are being enroiled in
schools in recent years

Reducing Child Mortality

Basic cducation provides [or the education of the illiterate adalts 1a the society
inctuding women, The ciccironic and media pass infonmalion sbout discase
prevention and treatment in indigenous languages lilce lgba, Hausa or Yoruba
Literacy in at least such languages will help the people in no litle way
fmproving Maiernal Hexith

As indicated in 4 abave, literacy in mother tongue will help mothers to give
car¢ 10 themseives as well as to thewr children and other members ol the
family. Family planning strategies and health nformation are betier
understond when women are taught in their local languages There arc adult

literacy centres in the name of centre for continuing education. Some churches
are also involved in organising adult literacy classes for their members



£, (_ taebating HIV/ALDS Malaria and other [Misrases
siterate mdividuals have the opp

ortunity of readir ng materia's zbaut healih
wite, prevention and treatment of diceases ejtf

her in theirlocal languages and
e ther ‘anvuages. Access p

information on diseases clcars douah

and
naaivings surreunding HIV/AIDS ang simil

ar termible diseases
Eim swring Envirenmentaf Suxuaim;ﬂllilit}'

I Figeria people are informed via the electr

ome media, posters about {he
SHNEH

erve and protect the ¢ mvironmen|
Frvironme val  sanitation ||<".-‘§
nibywmation about ihis are conveyed in the
ale litenate in local and official Jang
gevernment Jdirectives QI EnvIronn

‘£ 0l deforestaiion and the need to pres

o e 1mu R are  observed  ane

local official languages. Those who
tages have no problem getiing along with
ental sustainability. ‘I'hose who zCquire

imited to informatian they arz privile sz
#clia in such mdigenous language,

thew lanpuages mformally would be i
Ly cathes 1o marher via electronic m

i loping 2 Global P rartnership for Developroent
Literacy i mother | longue enhances the icarning of other [EHLUHL’ES whether
national ranguages or official as well as international languagsas . Literacy in

the moether tongue helps an individual to be ereative and as such are bilinguals

Rarizon as they benefit maximal ¥ fram global
liy izads 1o societal development

mhilingua! i videns thei

tecinologios swhich eventua

BECOVMENDBATIONS AND CONCLUSION

It could be seen that anguage plavs a key role in the overal! d

evelopmient of
Wiy pation. ':m{;:_u!lts inere evident

N the foregoing d]bC’lEHSIUﬂ thal local or
Indigenous [anguages are rojevant 11 achieving the MDGOs in Nigeria. il other nations
arg discoveripe aE::—u by using their local languages in new area of th el lives,

could ade L'.Ell'E'.|'-.’ find solution to the of allenges identified in the MDr;
needs o do more in the following areas

lhﬂ'-,-'
a5, Migeria

©  Developing orthograohies of more Nigeria languages,

Ervring the eilective mplemention of language 1 education puolicy
raiting of more teachers in the loeal languages inte the schocis,
‘lin i _.q'.'l":n-_

L ~|!__r.j]1,.m~ on ,g:ltru e r-'_r_nglqemjn&‘ where MOre ¢ |quu:.~ Al

eulinolegical terminologies will be translated into the local languages.

¢ Revisding the resuli of the Ife Six- Year Project and other studies in mother-
ongie education by extending the initial literacy 1o cover the first oix (&)
srars of Basie Education while English and French 1
shectecty tavaht ae mibiects dur in 1 those six {6) VegTs

cnstting thar both the primary

Anguages should be

and Junior Secondary Schoole are well-
uippad m terms of facilities  fior promoting skills in

Introductory
Lechrology, seientific skills aued

us lugh proficiency in both the oral and

sviiten lorms ol official and lazal | nuages

| 04
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