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Abstract

This paper examines casts as strong indicators for financing the Universal Basic
Eclucation (UBE) progranune in the mega-citv of Lugos State of Nigeria,

The stuely addressed the question, Who spends more on a child in the UBE
progranune? Datesvere colfected through the use of two instrumenis developed
by the researchers namefy, Private Cast of {niversal Busic Edvcation
Yuestionnaire (POURECQ) and Sociof Cosi Record Forma (SCRE.

The PCUBEQ was used to get primary data from 2400 parents whose
clildrennrvards attend Public Schools and Junior Secondary Schools i all the
Local Government Arcas of Lagos State through stratified random sampling
tecimique. In the scune vein the SCRF was used to collect secandary dater on
vxpenses fronr goveriuneni records oi public primary and Junior Secondary
Schools (S88) in Lagos State. Fourresearch questions weere tested with the use of
prereentages apd one-way ANOVA The study found thar variations exisfed
henveen the divect private cost and direct saeiul cost. Alsa, significant difference
existed between the average privade cost and social unil cost for both primary
sehool und JSS from 199V 10 2007

The paper closes witl reconunendaiions 1hat would guide the successfil
icrvigalion of UBE inaderegulated economny

Weywnrds: Social cost; Private Cost Fund Adlotment: fmputed rent; Financial Appropriationg
Free Bducation.

Ovemkin, Akinrotimi Iylome, Sola Aina & Aye-Sobowale, S. M. 0.
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" Abstract

Laniguages are indeed the pedigree of nations, therefore when a language dies or
disappears, it means thai speakers of the language have lost their touch with ihe
pastwhich is an indispensable eleprent of human co-existence. Language s that
veritable instrument that (ransinits past events and people’s actions (cullure) 1o
the present and even future generations. Withoa! langvage, sucl an ancesiry is
cut off ond shatiered. The cultural values of the Lagosians (people who five in
Lagos) woyld have been totally eroded if not for the confinuous use of the
mdigenous  lenguages. Indigenows lunguages are therefore regarded as
catulvsts for improving and enriching cultural values particularly among High
Schiool students in Lagos state, Nigeria. This study, therefore, examined (he
indigenous languages as a catalyst for improving cultural volues among High
School Students. The stidy adopted a descriprive survey to sample sivdents from
three chosen sehools. A questionnaive was designed and used for daia cotlection.
This stuey concludes that parens, govermment as well as curriculinn planniers
shauld encowrage indigenous languages in the education indusiry.
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Indigenous L;lnguagc and its Effect on Cultural Valaes
Odor (2002} identifies two typesofcultural values: They are;
(a). Material cultural valyes ‘
(b). Non-material Culiyral values.

Malerial cn_lmmllvelhws include all that the people of a particular socicty have created or
developed for their own use and comfert and which they ean be identified with. These ;ncl c(iJl
l!m acts and patterns ofbuilding houses, (he fabrication of local wols or impIEIﬂCI‘HG fi » T ing.
fishing, hunting and finally the di!'l‘crcnlpaucrnsof'drcssinganmngéllhc people S

The non- material cufineal e L )

beliof 1] _']“‘”“;31 cultural values predominantly include language. attitudinal values and
chels, ph et ' u suage, alues

N L pht Us:)p ][)'fi literature and lestival of the people. The non- material cultural values refer
ose aspects o' humen activities that are (ransimi . _ :

R fn g sinatare transmitied Irom generation to cenerai .

process ol socialization, = to generaion through

Cultural values are formed in four ways which are.

1. Covironmental Adoplions

2) [istorical Mactors

3 Socialand ceonumic evolition

<4). Contacl with other culiural values.

Fafunwa (1983} identifies seven aspects of traditional ndue

including: ation among the Yoruba peapie’
a:

{a). Developments oflater physical skills
(k). Respect for clders and peers,

(c). Intellectnai development,

(). Vncﬂtionztldevefupmcnl,

(e). Community participants,

(", Develepmentarethnical character and
(o). Pronmlrion alcultural heritap:

S‘;v?r{l\lln'c ilms to do with the belicfs and aitudes about sometiiing that 2 group ol people share
im](_!;llsll:jthl;);: liilcl‘g:,..ftw:}l] 'i;lrcsn;‘rv!cd anel 1|'a|1.5|1Tillf:c| by the Iangua';c through which thc_\;
et Th 5. e “’3 (_‘ life o Flc pcog?lc is timately bound up with their tanguage,
-inguage, 1erefore, isa medium ofc.onummlca[mglhoughts,emotions and exaltations. That |

for c'_fcclmg understanding among men. Tt has a role o play in jreserving ;hc :111' ‘{-' / : 19
sanclity and building nature of culiural heritage in our so-ciely. Since cilturccb;s;sl\;;:;lsc,

logether, la ; ing :
.I:.H'm! anguage buﬂs peaple more closely Logether, [t means that culture cannot be
cllectively displayed withou fanguage.

{I([):J:([_}I.I!d l;JLI\J;[ol(,d that noﬂl'm.'eign language can be ysed effectively to bind the enliure of Yoruba
M,‘;qu‘:fgh, m];;(ﬂ(f)i:ii;})’ 1111 |.O,(h]mf| {,1 ?94) ]1010(]. lh:a[ there is no lorcign language thal can
el and iy _\‘ '1L the phu.e. ol ll:c\u}cilgcnous language and 1o disregard the
mdigenous anguage w il be tantamount lo jeopardizing the mental development ol the child, [
s udortunate in Nigeria today that the porcentage Uf\.:.:.lld!’un having interest in the i digenous
language is low compared with those interested in (he [ \ n o
language being the medium for communicating (1

ndigenous
oreign languages. In other words,
wughts, emotions and exaliations has role to
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play in preserving the culfural heritage in our society. The relationship between language and
culture is so close that when one is separated from the other, there is always a vacuum. So, it is a
big errorto use a (oreign language Lo practice indigencus culture or to practice foreign culture in
our indigenous language. The resultant effect is always unpleasant because a round peg cannol
best 1Tt into a square hele. Hence, there is need to encourage and embrace our indigenous
language and culture.

Falunwa {1983) chscrves that the stand of government is hinged on the fact that it realizes the
rote of indigenous language in national integration, the promotion and preservatiors of culture,
This is the reason why in Burepe, North America, Russia, Japan, China and other developed
countries, education of the child js done through the indigenous language for primary,
secondary and university educalion. e
But painful enough, despite the efforts of government in promoting ihe indigenous languages in
Nigeria. most ol the sludents in the secondary school appears not to he interested in learning the
Nigerian langnages (Makinde 1999, citing Awoniyi, 1978).

Statementol Problem

1t has been observed that virtualty everybody that goes out for Formal education nowadays, is
interested in using the language of instruction in school. This is no other language than the
English language. As such, most of the students think in their indigenous language but express
themselves in their sccond language (English). No wonder, grammatical, phonological and
semanticalerrors abound in their English utterances.

Similarly, when people learn foreign colture and practice it on an indigenous environment, it is
usually odd and calls for unnecessary attention. Therefore, in order Lo revive our indigenous
language and culture, we need to encourage people to use and practice it.

Research Quiestions
a). Could the interference of the western education on indigencus user alfect the
mindsel of their cultural values?h). Would it be really appropriate to promote a
loreign language over an indigenous language?

e). How do we encourage those Lhat are still good users of the indigenous language to
convince the learners of such language?
d). What are the roles of parents and government in the propagation of this fight for the

promotion of the use of indigenous language?

Sigunificance

This research is signilicant because it will allow government to know the havoc that has been
ereated by excessive support fora second language against the indigenous language inour High
Schools.

Tt will also remind education planners o adjust time Lable in favour of indigenous language in
the curriculum.

Finally, it will alert parents and guardians that there is the great need o encourage Lheir wards to
speak and know the correct use of indigenous languages, or else, there will be language and
culture fost.
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Method of Pata Collection
S;;:srtlzn?lz}n'le \;’ai dels;lgnchi far this study. These questionnaires were distributed to students in 3
seiected High Schools in Lagos State with the help of 3 ¢ i
3 ct s P of 3 research assistants a Hi
_School teachers. The schools are: el some Hieh
f) First Zion Itigh School, lkatun
||) Newtrend High School, fjegun
i), St. Saviour High School, [kotun.
Data Adalysis
;I"Lilli: illata cql»lcclcd were afmlyzcci using the descriptive and inferential statistics, A total of 100
}Lq r_onn‘mes were distributed but 80 retrieved and 60 analyzed. The other 20 coples were
discarded due lo non-completion on the part of respondents.
Rewutis and isiscussion 7 70 7 0 ' ' e
Inthis section, hy 25 [or I i
s - hypotheses formulated for testing were preser sl i i
S i nled. A total of six y
outoflthecighty were analyzed. ) ’ ‘ Y uestionnaies
E\bﬁlc I: Demographic Data of Male and Female Respondents
— [Noofrespondents | Percentage % ] € requency
R w——
Findings:

The table | shows thal the of
fable | shows that the number of male students that responded is lower 1o that of fomale

Sl = e Thi v 3 oEy ar ¥ N -
I‘)udmls. This edn be c.\plfuncd turther that in mos( of our High Schoals, the percentage ol
emale students isalways higher than that ofmale. ’

Table 2: Students® Preference of Language

o | ol per

Ling to Yor To0%;,
(3l

- _‘,'L":Lh"lﬂ)ilino 13 '7 ’
Eng 1o Yoru ~ 20T 'q—u/-/ S
3%
_LYoruba ta In 1 3

i“ll.l(lll]gS:
It is observed from the above

flﬂdi)’SCh that m -150[ I[ of our [ i
P igh scho "
E b"]lSl |’1 u K ¥ a ool Stlld(?nlb plclm the

el SmdCmsﬁéaéc;::?&[ llhc 3{111-2}11011 is xlnore‘ commaon among the female students than the
Yorubacont be e w o inw) n‘mor;]ly ot High School students prefer the English language (o
Nieeria, |2 le - ¢ lp'm‘[an(fu g(.)\'crm.ncnlat[qches to the study of English language in
_leeti temale respondents have higher preference for Englisty than their male connterpart

Phis could be due (o the fact that Females normaily engage in verbal : an the
males. and by nature, they are more fashionable s the ma! (
who stilthave interestin their indigenous langua

activities more than the
than the males. ] lfowever, we have some oFthem
ge. S0, hopes are not tolally shaliered.
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"Table 3: GenderPerceplion of Language Simplicity.

Sex Language Simplicity Frequency | Perceniage Total percentage¥a.
Male English is simpler 6 26.7% 100%
U | Yoruba is simpler 13 21.7
Female English is simpler 20 T13335%
Yoruba is simpler o 18.3
Findings:

As demonstrated in table 2, the same thing is realized in table 3 where most students find the

English language simpler to speak, read and write. Some of the students stated that they avoid

speaking Yoruba because of the tone markers. Gthers satd, it is just too difficult to read and write.

Therefore, they rather go for the English language. Some of them complained that their parents
g b

EEET AR RS T

: I T SR Trr .
sibe i schoeod, speaking of vemiaculor

isprohibited. As such, there is no room for having interest in the Yoruba language.

wsuaiiy speak theUhglizh langtage

Table 4: Students Perception of Language and Culture N=60

Variation Sex Fregquency | Perceniage | Total
§ N i percentape%
Support {or the use of English and Male 23 A1.7% 100%,
_indigenous fanguage in scheol Female 123 1 36.3% ]
Culture preference (Greetings and dressing) 100%
b Yoruba-English
Male 15 25%
2. Inglish -Yoruba Female | 21 33% .
Male id 35.3%
Female (10 26.7. 7% ]
Indigenous language is the best 1o express Male 22 36.7% 100%
our culture | Female | 28 46.7% e
CGovernments and Parents supports are Male 29 AB.3% 1 0%
needed (o improve on fanguage and cutture | Female § 31 31.7% '
S

Findings:

A close observation of the analyses in table 4 points cut that the High schoo! students are aware
ol the act that the use ol both indigenous and English languages in schools is necessary Lo serve
asa balance,

In addition, the table reveals the ignorance of sludents who prefer using the greetings and
dressings of the western world to that of their traditional ones. Most of them hale kneeling or
prostrating Lo greet parents and elderly ones, hence, they prefer the Gnglish salutation of hi,
daddy’ or mummy” or'a warm handshake and embracing. Also, majority of them prefer skirt and
blouse, jeans and top or the hall naked way ol dressing which they call lfashion to that of “ire and
buba™ or “sero and buba oragbada”.

Farthermore, in the third colamn of table 4, it is observed that most ol the students Feel that the

best language o express our culture is our indigenous language. It must be noted that therc is na
way we can think in African conceptand express itexacliv ina foreign language.
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Finally, all the respondents are ol the opinion that both the Government and parents are expected
Lo encourage the use of our indigencus language. This is the only vehicle that can convey our

culture. 1o the apprepriate destination. Therefore, Government must fully support the use of

indigencus language in our High schools as part of (he curricutun; wilhout framing out any
punishment for such users. At the same thne, parents are expecied o debunk the idea of not
speaking theirindigenous language (o theirchildren.

Conclusion

From the findings above, it is clear that western education and foreign cultor

al imitations arc
. responsible for the eultural vices we have in our society. Furtl

ermore, since the medium of
transmission of culture can only be done through language, we abscrve that most ol our High
School students are in support of farcign culture, hence their preference of fore
This can be regarded as near language-shift, The implication of this is that if the s
arresied on time, there will be compictle language shift.

ign language.
ituation is not

Tadopede (2010} abserves. in his research thal language shill is commonty found amang
educated elite [t staris with code-mixing and gradually grows inlo aveidance of the mother
tenguc. The moment this happens, the cuiture is not reckoned will. Therefore, there is the need
to balance the use of both indigenous and loreign fangirmpes iy our Iigh Schools. Failure to do
this will result 1o what Tadopede (2010 relers 1o as linguistic alicnation where students are lost
in their mother tongue yet they cannol speak the forcign language smocthly. This is what
Envesike (1994 )and Ngugi Wa Thongo (2009 deseribed as linguistic genocide,

Recommendations

L. Parent should uphold the use of thefr indigenous language so thal their children can
have interest in it

2. Governmentatall tiers should eticourage the use of indigenous languages in the day-ro-
day running oftheir altairs.
3. Ministry of Education should direct curriculum planners to give cqual time (o the

indigenciis languages teaching ol English and indigenous languages.
4. Seminars should he arganized on the importance ofindigenous languages and culture.
Government at all tiers should cncaurage interested lear
by giving them scholarships.
6. The electronic media should do more in the

(3

ners of indigenous languages

arca of promoting indigenous languages
and cultural practices that could arouse the interest ol the younger ones toward our
mdigenous cultures.
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