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literacy had alWways been desciibed as the bane 1o developrient, eliher at in
Hence, government over the years had continued 1o put
the literacy rate of the neonle, However, the writer of th

problem of developmeni; those who have the

watchers™. Way- ouls are then sugges ed.

Keywords: Alileracy, iliteracy, educational development

INTRODUCTION

Every human beiing is bom fito a sociely wihere e
becames a social belng through intesction with ollwers,
Ol Advainced Learmer's Pictionary of Cuivent Fontish
(2001:664)  presants language as a gysiem. ol
communication by wiillen or spokon words, which 1s used
by the people ol a paticular couniry or area. This
definition stressed the two modes of languiage- spoken
and wrillen. In a similar vein, The Froyclopedia
Ameticana describes language as the facully and ability
possessed by normal human beings and w no other
species ol using a spoken or wiillen ulerance to
tepresent mental phenamena or evenls. [y implication
herefore, language makes human species distinet from
other spocies,

Language may he acquirad COnSGIoiENY tirough the
process of leaming. Language acquisition s part of the
psychological composition thal makes L thue parsoretity
of a nomal human being.  Language acquisition
comprises four basic skills of lanquage.  This can he
classified into two: primary and second: ry skills ol
language. The primary skills described as tis orally skilis
embrace the listening snd speaking skills,

The secondary skills which are also descrbied as i
literacy skills conprdse the ramp iing and writing skills.

*Conesponciing author E-pail: ay etahkindelS e ol com

purpose but includes one who has

dividuat or socletal level,
several educational programmes to increase
is naner have jdentifipd aliteracy as the nrineinal

ability or proficiency to read and write lack the inlerest
and desire to do so any longer, This problem could be attrib

seems to discourage the culture ol “readers and writers”

uted o some modemn technology which
but encourage that of “listencrs and

Heauding is considecably vital (o the atialnmeint of Hleracy.
Heading is the fulerum or comerstane of literacy and What

“without it there can be no liberacy. With every aclivity of

rmeanitolul reading  comes expansion of horzon o
learning, hence,. the more a student reads, lhe maore
background knowledge he or she ar juires abol other
ways of life, behaviour ane thought. However, the
acquisition of the Wwo secondlary skills makes someone
litecale while someone who Is illiterate lacks lhe two
skilis,
The Cambridge Intemational Dictionary al  Fnglish
defines literacy as the ability to read and wiile, Chinsly
(Stubls, 1985) explained that:
a person is literate who In a language he speaks, can
read  with understanding  anything he would fiave
understood if it had been spaken 1o him; and can write,
so that It can be read, anything he can SN

The United Mations Educational, Scientific ancd Cultural
Crganization (UNESCO) defines literacy as the ";

_ | ability to
ientify, understand, interpret, creale, communicate,
compile and use

printed  and  written  materials
associated with varying conlexts. Some definilions of
Ieracy according to Moats (2000) consider it the ability to
“read, write, spall, listen, and anenic

A literate person is nol only ohe

who has acouired
proficiency in wiiting  ancd reading for pwe academic

} 2 oancuired  enough
ability in the sane skills lor practical purpases of claily



lite. literacy howover, implies the opposite of literacy. It
is mainly the nability to read and write, An illiteraie
person colld be described as one wha al an age whare
he waould be expected to have done s0, has not learnad
o read angd weile Foday, as the tenns Titerate’ and
illiterate’ are used, it is possible 1o be Eerate in one
coext and yel ba ililerate in danother. The purpose for
wifch wiillen or printed words are Used are so vaded thal
it 1s quite easy lo be fully competent in one situation and
not in anolher.

By and large, it may be inferred from the Vanious
definilions available that tha nolions lileracy and Miteracy
imply respeclively, the possession and lack of the ability
o read and write. Ope pertinent issue needs ta be
addressed and clarify here. One may possess (he abifity
to do a task and may not be willing to do it Having the
abitity to read and wiiie does not i any Wt ity faving
the desire or interest to read and write. Aliferacy is the
slate of being able to read hu being uninteresied in chaing
scl. This phenomenon has been reported as a probilem
occuning  separalely  from lllitersicy, which is more
common in the developing world while dliteracy is
primatily a problem in the developed world

According to the Cambridge temational Dictionary of
English “ability* means the physical or mental power or
skill neaded 1o da a thing while “desire” imglies the stronig
feeling of wanling or willing lo do a thing. It is quile
possible that one who has the a ity to read and wrile
may lack the strong feeling or desire lo engage in the
aclivilies.  The fact belng that one may not always be in
the form of readiness tho Wt ane has attained levol of
maturation.  Many people loday who are literate {having
the ahility 1o read and wrilel find it strenuous o read fnel
wiite.  This feading problem has been tascribed as
‘aliteracy’.

Merdam — Websler's Colleniae Dictionary defines
aliteracy as the quality or state of baj; ity able 1o read but
being uninterested in aoing so. s a read ng protdem
which occurs when reading ability can na more he
malched by reading desire. Iy ather wiords, a literate
PEFSON now sees reading and-wiiting as a chore or a task
rather than as a pleasure. |t implies the abilily to razad but
an indiflerence and boredom with reading for academic
ard enrichment purposes,

This seems to be & general probilen. Lven developed
nations which boast of high percent literacy rate suffer
this problems. For Instance, the Awake publication of
January 1996 reported that the United States could boast
of 97 percent literacy rate yel aboul half cf American
adulls seldom read books or magasines. Even in Migeria
loday, so many people prefer 1o sit back and wvaatch
events on the sereen rather than read aboiit them on the
pages of the paper. In aciual fact, with the increase in
technology, the prospect of spanding leizie lime ar even
crealing time to Alough through books dops nat seem as
casy as i did in the past. Many peonle havs aftributec
the causes of aliteracy to faligue, defects, nalire of

Clutowabi and Malki e B

-

etvironmont, light scheduyle,
laziness. Studies have atso shown that secor iy school
siudents do nol have i iterest in reading becalse of heir
negative atlilude, lack ol motivation and the influence of
horme videos arg compuler games
" Nigerian governme | over the years hag mache frantio
efforis to increase 1he literacy rate of the cilizens. This
had been demonstrated through various Programmes like
the universal free primary education in the: Westan
region, the Eastern fegion and at Federal level in 1955,
1957 and 1976 respectively. Ci renlly  the  Fedaral
gowvemmoent has embarked on the Universal Basic
Education whose goals, as stated i tha implementation
bliseprint, are (o universalize access o basic education,
produce a conducive leaming  environment anc  to
eradicate illileracy in Nigeria within the shorest possible
lime. Pait of the specilic objectives of {ha Programme i
o ensure the acquisition of e appropriate levels of
literasy,

As contained in the Malional policy on Educalion,
Government aims lo eradicate Witeracy al the shorlast
possitile time by Organizing a nation-wide mass literacy
campaign based on varous stralegies including that of
"each — one — teach- one", MNeveriheless, low far G
this be achieved when thase who are literale and are
exnecled to teach others Jack the desire o reag oifliery
anymaore?

In schoals, students dg not find reading and wriling
interesting and this affect their academic performance.
Most of the students cannol analyse and comyrahenc

“tacls and intempiate examination questions acCiirately. A
larger percent of the teachers inlerviewed admillad lhat
masl of their students find reading and writing bering and
difficull. Some of the teachers even confessed thal they
sometimes sulfer the same problem. Evidence is shown
in the general perdomance of students at hoth internal
and certilicate examinations. The main problem is that
Mosi of them have poor reading ability and 1heir wrilings
are full of illogicality, ambiguity and incoherance. One
toes not need to wander far what effect this could have
on the future of the Migerian soclely in terme of
educational and socio-economic development.

academic  stule ancd

Staterent of the problem

Many literate or educaled People no longer see reacling
and wriling as a pleasure. This seems e be a genaml
problem. So many people prafer to sit back anc witch
eventis on the screen rather than read about them on the
pages of the paper. In acial fact, with the increase in
technology, the Piospect of spending leisure time ar even
crealing time to plough through books thoes nol seem as
uasy as il did in the nast. The focus of this studhy is 1o fing
out the implication af dliteracy on the educalional
“development in Migerla. The sludy allermpled 1o fing
answers to the lollowing questions
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6 | 1Y ey cerm_ﬂ.haf!ﬂaE&%Sﬂs!mijﬂwzm_ {907 | 53.5% {03 | 46.5%
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12| | peefer listening to news Lo reading e T 22 | 119

1. What are the Iraits of

adults?
2. Does alileracy have effect on developmeni?

dliteracy exhibiled by literate

METHODOLOGY
Research Design

The survey method was adopled in this study carried out
in o tertiary institutions in Lagns state. ( agos siale
universily, Ojo and Adeniran Ogunsanya College of
Education, ljaniking Two hundrad literate adulls that

comprised leclurers and students were used as samplo
for the study.

Instrumentation

The instrument used for this sludy was a questionnaire.
There were twelve (12) items that elicit respondengs'
opinions on features and effect of alileracy. They were
required to tick 'Yes' or No'. The instrument  was
subjected to face and dontent validity and administerad
by research assistants.

Method of Analysis

Descriplive stalistics of percentage

was Used o analyse
he responses of the responcents

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Findgings of sludy, as presented In the table 1 aboye,
revedled that a larger perce Hage, 167 (83.5%) and 132
{669 prafer readings novels tn walching mevies ancd e
lired easily when they read respectively. 141( /0.4 ) Tes
more relaxed when they walch videos than when they
read slories while 177 (B8.5%) see reading as a
slrenuous act and 68% agrea thal walching television s
tun. A larger percentags of Students and teachers [reder
o call send an SMS on heir cell phione. Also, whila only
few respondants, 32 (16.5%) prefer to join a novel club o
joining a video club, 178 [(89%) prefer listening to news to
roarding newspapers. By aned targe, findings show that a

“huge percentage of respondents exhilit traits of aliteracy.

CONCLUSION

it should be noted thal a lol is lost wilel peopia shun
reading and wriling for listening and walching.  Thaugh
the later consume altention and demang lanieal
reasoning, it should ba known that they help 1o thevelop
one's mental ability: As adapted from Awale Mayazines
of January, 1996, reading  and wiiling  widen  ang
stimulale imagination. One may create nolions and
situations the way one desires while the motian vistials
like the television do mos of the thinking for ona.

Reading and writing require and develop verbal skills
as they ara inextricably linked with speech. I is cbvions
thal ane sure way of building up ane's SUCCess dapeons
on one’s vocabulary as fegards what one understands



when reading and how one reasmn Fwhen writing.

The Migeian sociely” just like other souielios in the
ticrdern world is fast shitling from a culiurz of Teariars
and writers’ 1o that of ‘listeners and walchers' ang may
likely be shocker by the unpleasant tonsenuences this
may bring. This trend avay from the writlen word is more
than worisome. People who have stopped reading base
theit lulure decisions an what they used to know (residyal
knowledge) If one doas nol read much, one really does
not know much. This paper doss not condamn il i
olbier audio or audio visual aids but strangly balieves that
hese should o Hy be used fo complement raacling aned
writing but not as substitutes.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To encourage reading and writing il is acvisable thal
individual should own a personal hrany equinnad with
interesling reading malerials.  Children should also he
encouraged to read from a tendar age. They should also
own a young library lo be monitored by the parents.
Also, a reading conducive almosphere should be crented
o make reading a pleasurabile experience. For childen
lime limits should be set on waiching of films and ofher
telovision progeaminnoes., Stily lime should he esianied
and  reading room  ar reading  corner made  well
Muminated. Al reading maledals should be available
within immediate reach to prevent having to move about
in search of the, as this may make one lose inlerest.
Educators need 1o look at factors such as Leir attituda
towagd children, the way children leam, and the

"Grody J (1588}, The Ingiic: af writing ared the trganization of

Olufowobi and taking le noy

curriculim. These factors may have an enomous it
on crealing litelong positive dttitudes abou| reseling. The
impicaion of people lacking interest or desire to e
and write surely will be adverse on the: development of
formal education. Reading and wrilingy are a behaviour.
Reqgular practice aids perfeclion when an activity is nol
done regularly it may lead lo extinction of the behaviaur,
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