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Wbstract
The aim of this study Is fo evamine the effect of family patiern and socio-econamic ,
background on students” performance in English Lenguare. Data was collected
from 120 studenzs from dsehools (2 Private and 2 public), An achisvement test and a
questionnaire were used, It war Divcovered that there is po significant difference in
the performance of malés and females in English Language: in the performance of
students who atiend Private and Public schools: In the performance of students from
HNuclear and Extended families and in performance of students from High and Low
Socio-Economic Status in English Language, However, a significant difference
between the performance of students from Polvgamous and Monogamous homes in
English was discovered, It was concluded that the Performance of siudenis fn
English Language does nor depend on jamily pattern end  soclo-sconomic
background olone, but alse on a fived factorwhich fe the studerit himself. It was
recommended that students should be conststent in the ure of the language; teachers
should endesvour 1o be Received Pronunciation speakers. Parents should provide
reaging materialy for their wards and the Government should empley qualified

reachers to teach the Language,

“oduction

There are s0 many janguag&e in the world, Some are living languages, while others
> become extinet. English is one of the Hving languages Mere than sixty per cent of the
d's mail is in English. Four hundred years ggo, English was a dizlect, but taday, it has

ned the status of the major world languace.




English is the off angusge in Nigeria fa it
i;d;::ac;:ﬁ: :.';.f tr:f 1F.‘1P:EE 111.er_’:'2 and eommerce. [t plays a significant role in the dajly life
Vg 1z the language of Education. Tt 5 used as & medium of instruction. The

an Education (2004,16) states that the medivm of instruction in 6
school shall be the langrage of the enviropment for the first thres years and fi *w <
year English shall ;u:u}grﬁssh'ﬂl}r be uzed as a madium of instruction e S
'."11% status of English implies that it plays 2 key fimction in the social, prafessi
a:d educational [ife of Nigeria. Banjo (1989:3). According to Broughton &t gl {I:S';}} 'c::;z:l
il Rt tal y

Edwn:::ﬂx: Eazjl:;h;:u:;;m;n:i‘[angue:g: situation is the passport to social and l:ccm:m[c

i ol s qu. of the appropriate variety of English identifies as &

SR Eﬁﬁb:;‘:-:: n;“;he.m:?guagc community. “The decling in the standard of

Profiency i English is : w :':]sal:t}- of English teaching and leamfng in the school,

e cmﬂbﬂm; H req iTe : Tor .a pe1rsc>n to regarded as an educated Nigerizn Banjn

. | _slt. is view by stating that: if an educated man iz defined a5 one who has

o secondary n:uia-:-.ta::-:u::, then no Nigerian who speaks can be regarded as being eduna;nd.

..Ircasm for Th';s i va.n'cgus. English iz a key subject at the primary and secondary lavel

and mdiad becomes the medium of instruction bafire the end of primary school s

- Today, an Atts inclined student who does not possess a minir;mm af ::n-d-'t i

:ng]-lsh Language will not be offered sdmission into any university. A scicnoe sil'l.rzasi t'n

nq::;;:l to possess a minimum of ‘D7 to sscure sdmission. Therefore, the r;;am: :‘

;Jrg. 1 Language cannot be overemphasized The performance of stidents in Engli '1
iguage calls for concern, The performance of students cannot be devoid ﬁ'om thei glisn

:c-.n:m'.:': background and family pattemns, The homs front of a child has rm{im_

elieved to affect the academics of g child, The lavel of families wc‘mmmncﬂf&ﬁ bﬂug

Eued to have posifive comelstion with the level of intsllis of the Elﬂ's ;

ymokhodion 2000:68), If such is the caze does the mpmmfil: child :tfmng

ve any

srelation with the soclo-economic status of their parents?

12 Standard of English Langoage i-n Schools

. Thv._e standard of English has declined at &l [evels of the educational system. A b
writers r.%ve supported this view. It will not be surptising to find out :hat’b;a:':nrle-an:mf i
- completion of secondary schoal, most students da not have mastery of the 'a.: "
ere (1395:16) comoborates this view: The primary school leaver fapart from :helprlf::f;

:]Ttu Pris s 4 = e - st
L e s 3 d
A few Ve 100 Des not pOSSess thl: rEqured Cix tence n ﬁ'.E our la: Zuape

- pecessitating the continwed

SOMIT
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stills for both cognitve and communicative funetons Mohasmmed (19935541 also a5

Many students come o secondary schiool, without kne
as @ medium of tesching the subjects in

that : wing little or-no English ‘thereby
wee of mother tongue
some lnsta.—.ces Tn fact, some teachers \.,D‘Tn'ﬂ:l.m that in the cags of science sihiects, they have
jem even at the 555 level to ncr students to flly leu:lv":farﬂ 3

ta the primary and secondaty " eanpole slone, Akers
ry level of education, students have so much difficulty
effectively in their

The p:nb]em is not limited

[1995;141) observed that: At the tertia
in English that they cannot function

with their communicative glills
mented an this view, when he opined that

demie use of English. Adejare{1995:173) com
stz gre so linguistically defective

Tnivarsity enfras
secandary cestificate in English two decades ago. B

thanks to JAMDB, they are literally
alish ig not spaken at home and students do

aca
e that many would not have gequired

ut they come in gopod grades end no

foisted in the wniversites..

nat have ascess o novels,
i

Since En
in speaking the languazs, the

vs and most of their friends do not engege
in the

Wh‘r‘ some students make grammatical £rToTs
itl Aliyu (1583:141) relates that: Thc level at which
to the spnkﬂr. maedinm, When it

magazines, Nnewspaps
gtudents ses the language 25 & burden.
language they are not aven aware of
ight be s0 namow that it i3 vestricted

such learnets are &Ven familiar with, anly
rd af

Eaglizh 15 Ir:nu:uwn i

comes to the written medium one of the a-eas that

handful possess the ability t0 read and write, Therefore, an improvemest [0 the 5 tands

English is imperativel.

Home Epvironment and Family

One of the most important factors that
factors are inbom ability)

imflusnee & child's leval of achievement in
: quality of the schooling the
g0} as repotted by

%

schaal is home enviconment. Other
child taceives end the child's self conception or aspiration. Shannock (1

Burt(19117), sugeests that chil
Arthmz';{: [pmbim} and Reading;
“in detail in relation to the calses —economis, 50
e that ]:m:nmnles learning will do well

idren summarized by Bloom {1964, Humt {15
ar influence and to the pre-schogl years as

hild’s question, but gnother

dren from better homes excel in the composition

though he had to enquirs further to discuss the problem

sial and hereditary, Child that is hr;.rr' with
averaoe ability into a hom in schoo!, Ressarch on the
cognitive developrment of chi 743, Schoor (1989
chesfer (1991) points to the family a8 the maj

development.When ohe parent ignores the ¢
pero different environments L2

and S

crusial for mental

parent makes it point to read to the child's hearing everyday,




el = CTealed an environment that OpeTalEs against leari

g,

Berause he hild tends to be mose

¢ zocia! classes tends o provide differing environments, the o
of less prepared for tg help to do well in sehoal, (Holmes 1958).
Though family soclo-economie status statistically correlates with g child’s schaol

achisvement, there are excentions, The exceptions show that relatively Tow achievement  of
.

.
¥ . o, § | e ] oy ¥
the sacio-sconomie class joa eharactenstic of individual fimilies and that is not connected 1o

low economic status. Tt has been observed that children from lower economic socjal groups

have a gragter Propartion of school’s academic failure and drop outs which may be as a result

of lower native intelligence and Jaclk: of concem by the perents. This jeads
thet even though parencs knew the importance

environments that influsnee children’s mativation and intellectual growth in d iffersnt areas,

to the conclusion
of education, different families create different

Research Cuestio ng

To g large exlont, famuly pattern, sdcio-esanamic status of parens, environmental

fector and socio interaction affect g student’s performance in Erglizh Languspe. This paper
will give answers 1o the following ressarch questions:

- Do Emily patterns —nuclear or exténdsd affect the perfomance of studants in English
Lanzuege? ‘
Does the status ~lawer ar upper class of the parents affect the performance of studanre

in English Languape?

. Does the environment affect the performance of students in English -Languzpe?
- Dass social interactiog With regard
students in English Languapa?

i0. communication affsct the - perfosinance of

IYPOTHESIS

There is no significant difference in family pattern and the performance. of & child in
English Languege.

Thera iz no significant difference in the lingnistic envitonmen: in which a child

Etows up and his pe.—ﬁamnr.-ce in Englizh, :

There is v significant difference in the medium of communication end the ptople o

child interacts with. and hie Pecformance in English Language,
There is no significent difference in the clsss of parents and

the performance of
students in English Language.
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blic and2 Private Oja I_Clh-dll G 1) 1Ent We =2 0 studerts s gl at r'a ¥
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from Each E-ttl:":'] The instruments LLSEL!' Wered

1. An ﬂC]]leﬁelll—r-t test {J"LIL]:-.A:I. ] = sindents were ]GI:L..Ed IO answWar 20 qu‘uitlD 5

drawn Fom past West African School Certificate.

il = i E i ChH E ex, Iar i i)
i m Ir Fi 1 h §
I'::l & Thi Smdl: rere 10 ﬁ]
2 The Q‘IJ'EST] nnaine: ts w | THOTTIALL 1 BE & mil

background and other questions based on the purpose of the smd}; (o=
- ing bach Alpha Stafistic ia,
s rere made using the Crombac .
MNecessany modifications were

reliability of the Questionniaire was established gt 0.53. _ L‘“"__ SR

Thes i $ carried out using the stdent’s f-ies tpar !
lysis was caszied out using

The method of data ana

and stenderd deviations of the various groups,

Fesults o« — il | Decision |
T 2 tal =
oF = Standard | Degrees o P
School hrl.n'fu::rs Mean ol ] e test | probanility
of cases | fadtiom = T i
T [111333 13234 |118  |1.28 [ 0.303 o
Publie LE . i | Not |
Female | 60 | 11.8833 | 3,184 I significant
" o sefrrmanes of mele and
'POTHESIS I:  There is no significant difference betwezn the pesforman
Y. : 2

female students in English Language.

jents* 3 int English Language,
Table 4.2.1 Comparison of male and female students’ performance in English Lang

T il | Decision

Mumbers | Mean Standard Daprees L-‘ 2 hahil:;ni
5 : um* : Deviation |of test | pro it
Type |ofcases e : ek

34 118 - 0. plpdle
Male i R 11.3906 | 2.85 | : i :
. | : Mot

Female | 56 116429 |3610 | | ||' ST

¥

oy

hitE = ! h':l 5-g1‘l FLer by
043 Iif ”S. ?-"E'.{'J:ﬂ t if

tabl 2 1 ﬂb‘:l a1 55 r 64 males 13 tl I||.= i EEJILBJES 15 14 64-51
From L[] 4. v Ve, the ms L} =] ff.‘ ‘s L 59':'5 W Eﬂ':\
iy! iua.ﬂdﬂld dﬁ‘ 1ation ::ll'] ale and fEJhE]- BIG 2 5—4 and 3.6]{;’ [BEP’E\‘--]\¢ ¥ The d-*':'g[':e' {'f
the i

I 43 ]y 7 i jagish i = {.025. Fris
fl:,bd': i ]18 the t- test :i,y -D - 2 tail ,..(}E'E'ﬁﬂlltj' {:'.6 ET'Hj. iht 0scision 15 P
Il 15 g LERE: 1= ®! . i
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Students in Englich
tudents i English Language. The nul| bypothesis is therefors not rejecied =
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: . . Sz 2nts -
ﬂ-lll} After I.'I 'ﬂ.]'ﬂall: and pu!::... SCJ'II:I-I:I r5- i EHEJ ish LE-]'G’LEF:& L "
‘lah[ﬂ' 4.2.2 0N L= MG . = | P Vat ;
A mparisom of p-.'.l.—lfl arice ‘] E]’IS’ .I'Sh Uf Studer 5 irom U!.'I.II lj Pri 2 .".

schools. t= 128 df = 18, P=0.025 Not significant

Ft‘m t e table a YE s mean for stiide s ﬁ om ub] - aJ]d private L‘CI!GD]S are 1 13 3 a }d
11 13 |:II:| v .f m f T P ¥ j 3
& '

3

P

11.2833 rEEpective] : Lo
Iy The standard deviation is 3 £ . =
schools. The degree of freedom is 118 whi 8 2234 for public and 5,184 for private -4
T 5 . =
While t — test i5 1.28. This shows that there iz no i
3

Sigmificamt di e
Egm icint difference hetwesn the performance of students fram public and private sehools §
e g 13 Shoois
nelish language. The aut] hypathesis is therafore not refectad 4
HYPOTHESIS HT: i igni i :
ESIS IT: There is po significant difference hetween the performance of student
from extended and nuclear families in English langua e ol
Table 4,2 3; i of pect I
Comparison of performancs of swudents from Extended and MNuclear familics

in English Lenguape
Family | Numbers | Mean | '

| s B : [ Stanldaird |' Degreas | T- ]2 il | Decision
| | | |Dw:at:un |qf test | probability .
fExrended' 40 [ 10.8250 |I 37 ] ;&13? r

| Nuclear | 7% ‘| 11.8354 I. 3402 | JI] & {J S
T = 1.662: (df = 117 P >0.0235 Not significant

3,402 far fami,
2 for Nuclear family, The degree of fresdom i 117, The t- test i5 1.62 while decision js p
0.025 which is not significan This shows that there is no significant difference berm-omn 1
tudents from Extended and Nuclear familiss in English language. Tﬁﬂ | hypothesi
1erefore not rejecsed, i i
FP?E?THESIS‘ L2 There is no significant differencs between the performaness T
om High and low socio-economic status in English ,Iang-llaage S
thle 4.2.4: Con i f I
s Hparison of students from High and Low Socta-E CoRainie statys in Englich

3 0Cige | Numsbers | Mezan

| ]
Em::amic] ] Standard Iﬂcgl‘&:s T- |3

eviat tail | Decis]

. Deviation | of [ test | probability i

: 850 |30  Tiae ‘L_{
— ! I3 1 Id-

T [108333 5228 — 121 16.229 025

T = =R =]

Nat
significamt

CAL GOVERNMENT AREA

(RS AND SOCHOECONTMIC

T=1.21,(d.1 114), F = 0.025 Not significant
Eror the table above, the numbers of cases are 86 for High socin- economic stams

and 30 for low socio-sconomic status, The mean are 11,6512 and 10,8323 for high and low
clasged respeciively. The dzgr'Lre of freedom is | 14 and the standard deviations are 31176 znl:' .
3,028 for high and low, The 2 tail probebility i5 229, While Decigiad 15 P = 1,823 which is
not significant. Thers is no significant difference betwesn the performances of students from

the two elasses, The mull hypothesis is thersfors not rejected.

HYPOTHESIS V: There is no significant difference between the performance of students

who desire a career in Bnglish and those who do not,
Table £2.5: Comparison of performance of English Prospeets and Non- Praspects in

_ English Lat;g:l_'age_ : .
Career in | Mumbers | Mean Standerd | Degrees | T- z _ _ta!'l Decision
| English | of cases Deviation | of test | probability
I | freadom
[English |85 11.2824 | 3315 117 1.10 | 0.274 P >0.025
" | Prospeets | ' 3
Mon 34 120000 | 2.964 Not '
Prospect | significant

t=1.10; (d.£ 117); B = 0.025 Mot significant

From the above table, the number of cases are 85 for English prospects and 34 for non-
prospects, The mean of students who desire English is 11,2824, whils students who do not 18
12,0000, the standard deviation are 3.315 and 2,564 for English prospeets and non- prospeats
respactively, The degree of freedom is 117 while - test is 1.10 the 2 tail probability is 0.274,
The decision is P > 0,025 which means that the difference between the performances of the

bwo sets is not significent, The null hypothesis is therefore not rejected.

[[YPOTHESIS Vi: There is no significant difference betwesn the performance of students
i .

fram Monogamots and Polygamous homes in En g]s's‘r_'t language.
Table 42,6 Comparison of performance of stidents from monegamous and polygamous

homes in English Language
Family Size | Mumbers | Mean Standard | Deprees | T= |2 tail Deeizion
af cases Deviation | of test | probability
freedom |
| NMonogamous | £8 11.9773 | 5311|118 287 | 0.003 p>0.025
Foly, 10,0067 | 2.586 Mot
S . | i significant




om the 1ahl E;EL‘ the s O0E u i g K Tamous
e o WISUIMERAR. 10T mon BEIMOUE Iamiiies i_:, 11.9% .'I.]- whl of Doy Samon
4 A ; i Hae LR DA o
HE ] B5, It & -J.':I':"s fy toe ‘S-fE.ldﬂTd dE"r'.'E.'iD i ..5 3.3] J. lor monogan ous and 2 S5EG o
L =l Ly
_FH:IJ} AMous, I..l: k y b L i =18 £} i v
et EESTCEG ﬁEl‘.‘d m 1S ]8 "Rh”& Bl t-1est is 2_8.-' ,J'I'E BPr }i:‘,'al'}”:i{} 15 |c|ﬂ5
]] C.LJB-:EJ{:I] IS P= ':}'D‘ whi T ns at 2re 5 ant tere CE oo '|'rf-..". .E-I
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Therefore, the null hypethesis i rejected

Discussion
The results indicate that there jg na significant difference between the performance of
male and fermales in English Language. This can be adduced to the different eawirmn;u“*;
ereated for boys gitls by their different families, This is in consonance with previous ﬁtud:;s
: that one of the most important factors that influence a child's letel of achiwﬂm:nr-in t;'u:
sehood is (he home environment, Girls tend to spend mote time reading novels ;::ag.azinﬂs
ste. while beys would rather be intersstad in playing football, i ”
. No significant difference was found between the performanct of students who attend
privats :*J.’IED:S and _:J:.!?:]ic‘szizonis in English Langusge. Students from privats mhc:ms Were
:xpeF?u to da better because a good leaming environment Promates suecess in languape
acquisition. Actually, a significant difference would have heen expected considering the fa:
thet students from peivate schools have aceess to school Hbrary, private tr:a-:bmn electrio
gadgets, more dedicased teachers ate. However the study shows that schaa] mvirorm;mt does
not affect the performance of students in English Language to'a great extent,
A significant difference berwasn the performanee of students fom monogamous and
rolygamous homes in English Language was discovered, Thie Boes to prove that home
nvironmental variables affest performance n English Language md. al50 play an important
ole in language acquisition, This agress with the view of Makinds (1991} which states that
-::_me environments] which comprises socic-economic background, parental motivation and
litural background are related to succets in cognitive skills than any factors.
| J-EL significant difference was not found between :hé petformances of sr:.ad:ms from
gh and Low socio-economic smtus in English Lanzuage, Though children from high
onomic elass performed better, this can be adduced to varions expasures, they have This
v be 2s a result of the interests of the stiedents in their studiss, High sacfo-ccaaom:’c-nlass

¥ spend less time busy with thejr studies,

There is na significant difference between the performance of students who desire a
caresr in English and those who do not The Non-English prospects had fewer cases and
performed better than the English prospects. This may have to do with their rate of reading,

] i - - - a ) - 4
The implication of this is that the environments] variabies affect languags acquisition.

Recommendations
For effective use of the Lancuage, the students, teachers, parents and government

have roles to play,

5 The students showld make adsquate effosts to use the Lenguege consistently everyday,

Spend more time to read novels, magazines and other ltsmary 1exts. And desist from the ose
of pidgin.
* The teacher who wants to texth English effectively should zspire to an R.P (Received
Pronunciation) speaker. Spend time to read texts,"Make sure that students master the four
languages skills

i The parents have a lot of work to do: They should provide their children with the

’
necessary reading materials. The sducated ones shduld encourage their children o use the
.

language.
! The govesnment should employ gualified teachers fo teech the languege. The teachers
should be paid high incentives. The standard of English has acmally fallen in the country the

government shotld implement a policy that will take care of the sitnation.

Conclusion
This study has confinmed the study that there [s & relationship betweens socio-

sconomic class of families and the academic ability of children in Lagos State, Other gtudizs

have dlso confirmed a
positive situation and academmic achievement Omokhoedion (2001167}

Though family pattern and socio-economic background have always beeh seen to
affect the performance of students in English, it doss not depend on these variables alane,

The fixed factor is the studant himself end what he makes of his studiss,
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