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CLOBALEZATION AND THI SURVIVAL OF NIGERIAN LANGUAGK

w

Makinde Solomon Ulanrewaju (°L.D)
Depertment OF Curriewlum Stidios (Languuge Unit)
.'r’}f:'.f.rfl."_l.' r:',."tf:.'q fcation B
Lagos State University, Lagos, Migeri

Absiract

Lhis puper takes « critical look @t the current
revolution goine on in fformetion technology and
the ehallenges or threat of plobalization on the

tattonal N of Nieeria especially in the area of

culire.  Larger or more weloped  lansiases
doinate small languaves, Th passibility of meany
Migerian indivenons linguiages soine to extinction
cennol be raled ont unless preaeiical step e talen to
arrest the fmthalance. Access fo itformation is done
through the imperial |, srgrges; frence Mioerion
langiages fike most Afiicen lansages are refesuted
fo dhe backerowrd, The paper therefore sugvesis
wieet could be done to meake Nigerian languages fit in

Jor the challenves of o slobalizing worli.

Beywords: Globalisatio i, Survival Migerian
Languages

Background To The sy

I s no longer news that lechnological drumnatic
changes are laking place in information lechnology,
The communication tools and informalion vesources
of the mformation and Clommuication Technology
(ICT) provide information on varying topies like
ouline versions of rescarch reports,  newspapers,
magazine, admission list, exan ination results ud
many others which provide o wealth of wlormulion
that can be said lo be greater than the holding of o
Lypical Nigerian library. Some o the commumnication
loals inchde the clecironic mai (E-mail), soltware
progrimmes, .« busess o business  Internet
LomnumcHlions, ecnledainment aclivities and ALY
athers. ‘These communication tesources. could be
procured by linking up ol computer networls known
as he lnlernet,

The nlernet which could be ¢ eseribed as o global
wlonmation sysiem has continued to make profound
npact w the arga of information sharing with an
wiprecedented speed cspecially in making possible
tapid business transactions. globa] agreement amony
individuals and organizations {(Isok, 2004). The ICT
15 ne doubi turning the world inlo a slobal villape.

Globalization according to Ziiddens (1990)
Grrw (2004 is indensilication o
relations which link dist
that local activilies are

worldwide soeial
anl localities in such a way
shaped by events OGS
many miles away and vice vers; . sleger {2003) in
Adegbala (2004) identifies @

ekl lowing as e focis
ol slobalivgtion: '

|

ta) Crealion of news  aud multiplication o
existing sociul networks and activities 1l et
beyand the traditional political, economic
culloreal anel peographical boun laries,

(b} Itis reflected in (he expansion and strelching
of . social  relalions,  activilies i
mterdependencies,

(ed It involves  the  inlensification HHS
scceleration  of  social  aclivifies ani
exchanges.

td} The involvement of the subjective plan o
liman consciousness,

Globalization has therelore been described Ly
Adegholi (2004) a set of processes that mantlest ir
cultural,  cconomic,  polilical, leehnolosica]
ceological and many other dimensions, Ldoh (2004
notes  that since  globalization - invelves ST
mteraction, the tendency is there for some LTOU
ivolved in it to monopolize the  process by
colonizing the activities instead ol sharing these with
the participating members. The mplication acconding
o Udoh is that the sharing cun vnly be possible il
cvery  parhicipant i empowered  (hrough  the
acquisition of the correct tools of participation,

Nigeria is highly blessed willl 4 rich eultusl
hertage and a erucial tnstrument (i Peseryving and
transmitting  this  enltural heritage 15 language.
Migerian cultural heritage is a5 diverse s e
languages, being a multitingual countey with about
400" native language (¢ Isaji, 1979 and DBamghbosc,
F994). The originalily and unigueness of Nigerian
languages need to be preserved. The fanguages need
o be empowered through o delibernie effort of
development so that they can properly positioned (o
have a plice in the curren globalization drive.
Daring and after the colonial days, it appears (hat the
Migerian languages were made (0 be subordinate (o
Fnplish. In spite of the excellency of the language
provisions in the National Policy on Education(2004)
little seems to have been done. Udermde (2005)

notes: thal there are no legal and ather sanctions
outlined  for — any defaulting  agency  on the
tmplementation of the provision mos

3L espectally on
the issue of teaching the child in his e e provision
most especially on the issue of teaching the child i
his or her mother tongue or the hnguages of
mmediate environment al (e Pre-prmary and (e
three  vears of imary  eduacalion According 1o
Alanloye (2002) the three magor Mg

seran languases
{lgbo, Mausa and Yorubat

A 0Ny soame A reean



A
wprverstes i the United States of America This

Altesl 1o the fact thal Nigenan lanpuapes have the
vialenbials ol being used in the muss media plobally
just like the Hausa lainguapge that is being used m the
nitwork news of British Broadeasting Corpomtion,

1he: languages  also have  the potentials  of

lransierring seienlific and technological knowledge.
ias the duly of Nigerians to revolutionize their
mligenous languages. Our binguages and cullures
will lave a better chance of surviving 10 we have the
same academic knowledse ag the dominant SOCiely
(Litllebear, 1990). Nigerian languages should not be
lefi outl of the current revolution as this will lead 1o
their heing colonized by other languapes that are
curently being empowered.

Urra (2004) nodes that with the fatest successes
in science and technoloey, man has broken Liesyoanel
his immediale environment in the secking and
tdissemimalion of information, untile in the past wlhen

here was the  near  lack  of soplislicated
vianiication gadpets. I T, according to him is

therefore a child of necessity and facilitator of

globalization. Isok (2004) however observes thul
while globalization has revolulionized and beltered
cducation, healtheare, povernance, manufacturing,
banking and other sectors, in Migeria, the affects
Lave not been commendable in the ares of Miperian
language use and developmenl as plobalization has
coutled  the philosophy  that anylhing  short of
titernational qualily is not worth having, Out of the
diverse Nigerian languages, Tgbo, Hausa and Yoruba
could be regarded as international languages as they
are bemg studied and  spoken beyond MNigerian
borders.

Prevailing  Conditions  Of  Globalization  On
Nigerian Langaapes

From every indication, globalization and ijts
ancillary of ICTs have relepated the local or non-
lernational languages like the Nigerian languages
0 be buckground, Most information dissemiiation
wied retrieval are called out in Linglish, This siluation
has been noled by Ndimeles in Orm (2004) that for
more than a hall century, Alrican nations have Heen
batting with the imposition of nan mdigenous Afides
languiges on the educationaf system and the sithation
had  been agpravated by globalization and  the
overwhelming presence of the imperial languases in
the 1CTs, e also noted thal Alvican languages and
their nalive speakers live in a more intense and harsh
linguistic environment as access 1o information 15
done through an imperial language. e therelore
opined that one third of African languages would e
before the lirst quarter of 1his century a5 (he
daminant uf use of the lmgnages continue Lo reduce,

The global commumication system had botl its
positive and negative sides, Looking al the negative
plane, b conld be revairded s am inelriaraast . ~fF

Setdnn Jovenagd for the St of Edveationad tesuos Fol, 1. No. I 6Moveh 2007

colonization as il provides (he colomialists and hei

allies the ool 1o exercise superiority and sovercignly
over the nuderdeveloped and undevels med Linguapes,
This no doubl amaounts (o language iperialism. The
goal ol colomizalion is to claim sovercignly over
territory and people outside a stale’s own boundaries
i order 1o facilitate economic dominalion over their
resourees,  labowr mwl madket Adeghola (200m)
pointed out thal the said domination lranseends
cconomic 1o include  political  and cullural
dominance. According 1o him when

g nalion s
colontzed n

this way, the citizens would become
mere  caricalures of themselves. 1 e therelore
necessiry [or Africon nation eluding Nigeria 1o
note that 1CTs could be anotler allempl by the
colomialists and their allics 10 destroy our valne
system  and  cultural  heritage by making  our
languages ircelevant. While it will be impossible to
destroy globalization, radical steps must be taken to
empower Nigerian languages (o swim convenienlly
in the fast running plobal waters.

Towards The Preservation Of Nigerian Language

It shonld be noted that globalization as a concep
15 not bad 1n itsell. It however Poses a preat challenge
towards the need for every nation or people fo lake
the issue of developing (heir languages  and
promoting their cullural beritage more sertously. In
the other words, in spite of the negative sides of
globalization, it must be realized flal il has come
challenge us inlo rising up o the situation by putting
up concerled eflfort (o change the status of Migeria
languages from undeveloped to developed and Jrom
local o nalional as well as ffom milional 1o
internationally recopnized languages. While it could
be unpracticable {or all Migerian languapes 10 be
mternationally vecognized, these lmgnages ol wider
communicalion (LWC) like Hauss in the noriherm
parl ol MNigers, Igbo in (he eastern region and
Yoruba in the southern répion could be promoled in
this regard.

The following sugpestions are therefore piil
forward towards maling Migerim languages more
powerful (o compete adequately with (he highly
developed ones in a harsh linguistic environment.

* Az earlier suggested n Makinde (20017,

where more than ane banguage exists, the
Peaple must be allowed to choose a languagpe
of wider comnumieation to be used as
medinm of mstroction and to be studied
along willy a mjor Migerian language and
English language. This should also be done
al the state and at the repional levels,
Mational language or chaice of lingua fromea
5 an emolive issue inoa plurillingual sociely
like Mhgeria. Therefore the jesie ol

IS
limguage for all may not be realizable.
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Mukinefe Solpmon (e tide (L)
'l Mational Assembly should endeaveur to
inplement  the prov sion of the MNigerian
Constitulion (1999) {ia the business ol the
Mational  Assembly shall be condueted 1n
English and that adequate arrangement shall
be conducted shall bs made o add Hansa,

lpbo  amd
prlisgent.

Yoruba (o the

[t is only Ekiti and Qs stales
(Migerian stales in the southerwest region)
that set aside just one tay i which they
conduct  deliberations  in melipenons
Lz,

he French language's sudden ascendancy
into the Nation| Policy on education {1998)
a5 the seeoml oflicial language n Migerin is
no - doubt a big setback for (he Various
mdigenows languages. The implementation
st nol be pursued at the detriment of
Migerian indipenous | IEuages,

The Migerian linguage teachers should  be
trained and where nec sssary they should be
retrained in order to be literate in the use of
modern technologies in leaching especially
in prograsiming  informalion in
soltware.

Language  inslitulions  in Migeria  in
collaboration with the National Institute of
Migerian languagpe (NINLAN) should open a
web site for Nigerian Lmguages where
developments and  information about the
varielies of Niperian tndigenous languages
could be consulted for wide learning  and
aceulturation,

compuler

The languape institutions should teach the
local languanges through their Toll llerature
and - conuminily theaters, promuding e
cullival values of the people. The use of
translation ¢lips would make leaching more
cllective and the proprammes niay ‘be aired
via internct (acililies lilke the Digital Satellite
Television (LYETV),

Parents oo st ensure that  the
conmunicate m their lotal languages wilh
their children al home. Fhey should equally
have keep interest in preseeving their eultural
heritage and ransmilting this to {he
peleraiions,

new

Language Assoeiations, the
Migerizm Language
Associalion  [or

Association of
Teacliers  (ANI ATy
Promoting  Migerian
Languages and  Culiype {APMILAC)  and
ethic groups, the Uhaneze, Oodua People’s
Congress jaw  National Congress, Arcwa
People’s Congress and nany olhers should
assist the government iy the area of
maniloring and eulightenment of the people
on the importanee  of promoting e

mdipenous fangugses.

language  of

Conclusion

No language should be seen s being mlerior
aneiber. Human language 15 dynamic and 1t can
miade (o prow wmnd develop to accommodate lingruis
complexilics of a globalizing world. This could
achieved by secing the current remd g » challenge
evolve shralegies towards ensuring the growlh a
development  of  Nigerian major - and  minor
languages. Nigerians must develop positive attitu.
tovwareds the use of ther language. IF the Asian ¢l
use indigenous languages must more than 1o 1
Alrican eliles south of Salary this shows thal mu
Alrican dliles are alienated from their Linguisl
milien, Among the Asians, the language of
marketplace s much closer (o {he language of 1
classroom  while in among  many  Afiicans,
linguage of the tarkelplace (indigenous) and 1}
lanpuage of classroom (Toreigu) are distant, ‘11
Nigerian government officials shoyld be proud to s
any ol the major linguages af wry nalional
internalional funclions o be transladed [nto ofly
ilernational languages. Undeveloped Nigeria
languages must be developed and mreserved, When
language is used a medium ol nstruction and shudie
a8 w1 instructional ares, such a lamguare is no donl
highly promoted. Multilingualism should not e g
excuse for any African nation like Migeria for ng
promoting the indigenous fanguapes. For instance
Oderinde (2005} observes that Nipgeria munst lear
from India, that uses cight other languapes part fior
English as media of instruction in her WnveTsitio:
Mot only that, Indian has [ourteen nijor languagses o
mistruction in her universities. No only that, Indiu
bas fourteen major languages of instruction out o
which eleven are regional and two (1 hndu and Sing
are norregional while one (Buglish) is [oreipn, ¢
few other schools also retain olljer lnguages ik
Portuguese and French media of instruction. 11 Indi;
which is not more polarized than Nigeria, can lak
such  liberities in managing - their  multilingua
sttuation without relegating indigenous Languages fin
Lnglish, Nigeria ean also promole unity in diversity
without saerificing 1he indigenous |
allar of the English language.

No Buropean language can elfectively take 1le
place of (he indigenous languages in Nigeria. For
instance, Luropean languages in Nigeria as in othe;
African countries have tended (o b associated with
the elites while the rural populace and  urban
underclass who constitute the larger population are
neglected m tenm of educalion, litecacy, mass
vommumcation and development. I all the above are
constdercd. o indigenons languages  will e
adequately promoted and preserved,

anguages ak e
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