


"EDITORIAL BOARD

J. 1. Okonkwo
A.U. Okpara
Philip Ogbonna
Simon Anyanwu
J.1. Obilor

E. Ekweke

Raphael Madu

EDITORIAL ADVISERS

Prof, Festus Okafor - U. N. N
Prof. N. S, 5. Iwve - UNICAL
Prof.Nkecnye Otakpo - "UNIBEN
Prof, Louis Asiegbu - f:UTO
Prof. Innocent Asuzu - UNICAL

CONTENTS

Articles

A STYLISTIC ANALYSIS OF
ETHNOMUSICOLOGICAL PERFORMANCE
N THE IGBO VIDEO FILM

Emmanuel Ezejideaku

TRANSITION FROM L1 TO L2 IN UPPER
PRIMARY CLASSES: MATTERS ARISING
Folusoe Olutoyin Okebukola

RE-DESIGNING NIGERIAN LANGUAGES
PROGRAMMES FOR ECONOMIC
EMPOWERMENT

Makinde, Solomon Olanrewaju

NON-VERBAL CUES IN INFORMATION
TRANSMISSION AND INTERPRETATION
Olufunmilzy® M, Ogunkeye

GLOBALISATION, POLITICAL CULTURE,
AND THE CRISES OF DEMOCRATIZATION
IN THE ECOWAS SUB-REGION

Abu Sidikie Mansaray

A REFLECTION ON RIGHT, INDIVIDUAL AND

COMDMUNITY IN AFRICAN PHILOSOPHY
Francis 0. C. Njoku

THE CONTENT OF SILENCE IN
RW’ITTGE‘_“‘ESTEIN'S RACTATES: A
SOCIOLIN GUISTIC REVIEWY
Jerome Ikechukwu Okonkwo

]

L | ]

(T

1-10

11 -390

B4 et e TP . T s AR

e e




T Lat i TR

slied Phitasehy Vet 3 irpe- 2004

Eolare Oisarin Dbl ol (P Trrenitlpn Jroum L7 [o 12§ Upper Frdmary Clamizr: Maers Adsing Lampmin Jonrer 8,
ndi The 1 sz probl - 2V waiiitiral TaEC T
reading: The | ng problem of treatment resistersi = RE- JEglLTEIKLy NIGERIAN LANGUAGES
1 earning Disabilities Research and Practice, 13, 35 - 64, P AN
ROGR MMES

(19985, Reading instruction that Works.

= The Guilford Press,

FProblems

T B g L
d1pe it Pron potin R'? W

in Nigeria. A journal of Reading ¢
3 eria. Volume 9 No. 2. Intec Printers,
Thaden

FOR ECD.\DHIC EMPOWERMENT

! . - By
Makinde, Solomon Olanrewaju (Ph.In
Department of Curriculum Studies
Faculty of Education
Lagos State University
) Ojo’ :

ABSTRACT

of education in
the society' to

L=

any society should be ainee
every member of realize his or her full ;
potentizl towards living a more useful life, To be fully integrated
into his society. the individual must be expose d 10 ki el
cultural heritage, the values of the past and ways of ensuri
continuity of the people. Only a” functional educational
programme can ensure this, Functional education cannot be
cople concerned. To empower
a

The purpose

I
b B
helping

d vorced from the language of the p
aduates of Nigerian language for ad

and circumstances, this study,

) B P ¥ 1 . = arp . = 5
Nigerian language programme that w-::ux.rj make her
i

INTRODUCTION

man as iher
weithout L

of goreat importance 1o
that “man can do su": ssrully

activity of man, be it edi acutional, ceonon
ote is undertaken with the uss
Gomwalk '(2000), language performs
TEtiens WHICH Ticlide: TS tan]
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Wakledr, s;-.-w.u-_:3==.:.-.awq,:ufr.k.ﬂ.k.i'r..-,w.-;m'ng Niperisn Languapes Pregrommes for Ees = ypame r"_‘_ .JU hat tha dawn of the raw il '“l"‘-i e Eaw bhaan ansatad with
far social-co-operation, self-reflzction and individuality as well 85 | = - efforts made  the wr‘-n-;‘- t:lar ton ta:':fh :-'Ei"i:'iﬂ': "J.
a means for ”—‘**J cohesion and interaction. . S0 pevitalizi ‘d:_::ro 15 langunges, This writer also holds the
1 should be noted that language is crucial o the teaching-leaming ;""‘F‘ ‘*ﬁ;ﬂ‘w‘ Awon .:1’:1: 1982) wi IC:J Du:_:r\ er* D"L:D:cr:e?
procegs. In this regard, language functions as & mecium of tea ‘uno ail l{ 'c“.lm:llﬂv 4Re *“; jiace ‘1&1 child's 1 “tm I::h:F:;::lhjt";
the subjects in the school cumiculum, Language itseif can &t Iz be ELLLIHI,L..H system- that disregard it does so mar the child’s
cucied as an insiructional area. Oderinde {03@,} phserves T_hm. cognitive development. . .

1mouaze 15 the meeting point between curriculom and Eommunication, : :

o ot she curriziil nm has to be communicated through iznguage. It Language is a vehicle of thought that helps a child to understand
._':';‘Ian.x-ur-.a ce be seen that language is cruci ial to national development whatever knowledge is being imparted to him and to pravent 2
and gecording to Odumah (1989), there can be no development without child from stunted intellectual growth, he or she must obizin 2
culrurzl unity and political s stability certain degree of communicative competence i his first language

L or mother tongue (MT). ;

Multicultaral and multilingual societies are often faced with ‘the

Sroblems of language policy in education (which language(s) It is also necessacy to consider the possible meaning of economic
<hould be used as medium/m =diz of instruction in school 5?7 Which empowerment,  Adesoji (2001) opine that the concept of
larguage(s) should serve as the national language(s) and. the empowerment is loaded socially, psychologically, economically,
choice of an official language?) In Nigeria the number of and politically. It does not require the redistribution of power, but
languages range between 200 and 500 (Ayilara and Oyedeji, it awakens the power that -=1’|:|.J]r1 be in every individual who is
2000), Among these many janguages, only three are classified as responsive and responsibl He Ffurther explairs that
major Nigerian Janguages (Hausa, Igho and Yoruba), while so empowerment i3 not cire -'.ed iowards distributive justice but

ed s Iaﬁi? or minority languages. towards removing the,obstacle which might have been placed

many others are classifi
before individuals who have suffered injustice and discrimination

Going by the lapguage P srovisions in the Naticnal PGIEC}’ g_j at ona time or the other. Economic empowerment can therefore
=1 H a 1
Education {19;?} which has been revise d in 1981 ang 1% be seen gs the ability of an indivicual 10 exercise control over the

rw;.l,ebtw:ﬁ y, it is noteworthy that the governmsnt EPP"Emat‘:{ L economy - trade, industry or wealth of a given society. In this
importance of the indigenous languages for national cohesion and paper, economic empowerment refers to the ability of individuals
cudtural preservation and rep roduction. Apart from the provision to penerate or create job opportunities and being able to mest
of using g indigenous ianguage in the pre-primary and the fist thret one's financial nesds and obligations in the soc etjf.

i n, Nigerian languages (those developed g

vaars of primary edtice :
e to be studiad as subjscts up to the secondaty sei wools. AU TRADITIONAL EDUCATION IN NIGERIA

te *'.r_f levels especially colleges of education and un yersities Tm,...m"m‘ educstion in Ni geria predates the coming of the
coursss Jeading to an award of National Certificats in Educatiof  sqlanialists, Diff ferent nations that existed before the entity called
(NCE) and Ba c‘*ec-r ﬂr Ar;s with or without L:d‘.lCﬂUEf I\lgaz'ia was “horn” had their traditional educational sysiems,
(B.AJ/B.A_Ed) “I'u.l.l" Masters and Doctoral degrees are equall  Aceording to Majasan (196'3 , the objectives of traditional
availzble in the various | HELEﬂg é'"he university level. One car— a.lu"'mr.}n niﬁnf 'f_é"z Olll 'p'ém[a is well defined in thé once ot
herefore right h- agree wilh Akinbote, Gﬂf_}fﬁiidﬁ?:iqffj St S T G M S A o S e
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of Omoluabi, that is, a person that is brought up to conform with
the norms, baliefs, traditions ete, of his society and is also being
L

. behaved i s
sonla, the objective was "o produce a
inline with a visible means of.livelihood

& 1 1 At
professionally gqualified.

society. Ameong the Igk
man of honour and disc

. and a farnily of his own to take care of* (Ubahalkwe, 2002:2).

In the traditional dispensation, there was no unemp
individuals in the sociztv tried hard 1o defend the good name of

his family, Thara wits a0 uncmplovment because the traditional

educational programme was utilitarian in i1s approach. That is, it

LR
took care of tha needs of the indiviguals in the soctety and it mads
the bensficiaries fit into the moinstrezm of the society, However,
Ubahakwe (2002) ohserved that the iraditional educaticn

jAepa 0l . i T e .
ugazd, stable b perstitutions in

produced people who ‘were educatzd, stuble hur superst
their dispositions. ' i

EDUCATION UNDER THE MISSIONARIES

The aim of the Christizn missionaries was mainly religious
conversion and the curriculum was characterized by the thres Rs
(Arithmetic, Writing and Religion). They equally worked hard to
study the peoplas’ languages in order to use them as vehicies of
conversion, Products were expectsd to be God-fearing,
employable as clerks, translators, cooks ete. However, they only
succeeded in disorientating the people against their cultural values
including the indigenous -languages which were regarded as
vernaculars, That is to say the beneflciaries of the educationa

practices under the missions were daficient in orientation in spiie
of their education, :
INDEPENDENCE AND POST-INDEPENDENCE YEARS

Abe (1999) observes that before 1981 and prior to the
introduction of the 6-3-3-4 system of education, the bane of

Nigerian- educational-. systam-had -been - that —of. currieulum .

[=]
irelevance, With the introduction of the new sysiem, as

b
expounded in the National Policy on Education (1981), secondary

“'school students are expected 10 be £XpO
i pr

xposed to both academic an
pre-vocational subjects . whic ovides for academic and
technical versatility. The junior school curriculum was well-
packaged with pre-vocational subjects like introductory
technolozy, Lusiness studies, home economics, local crafls,
practical agriculturg et¢. According o Abe (1999), the curmculum
is expected to prepare the beneficiaries for specialized activities in
the ever-changing world of work,
In spite of the laudable aims, objectives and aspiratioss, of ihe
well-intended curriculum, youth unemployment has been on tha
increase. Obayuwana (1997) cited in Abe (1999) noted that 70.6
percent of Nigerians were unemployed and the number was
largely made up of young secondary school leavers and young

adults of working age,

A ‘greater part of the period 1960 to 1593 was ruled by the
who took over power from the politicians of
ude, tribalism,

military. The military
First Republic accused them of nepactism, ineplil

graft and corruption. The military due 1o its orientation used
education as a tool of coercion and products of the system wers
The regimes were

Al

misedueated, disoriented and disillusioned.
characterized by unpleasant behavicurs such as examination

mzlpractices, certificatas forgery, high dropout rate, public show

P
abuse, chiid abuse, girls’ trafficking, cultism in

of power, drug
schools, aggression and violence and total fall in the standard of

education (Ubghakwe, 2002:24) _
Some problems which are still persisting include unemploymen

thal

: of graduates from tertiary institutions and early
retirement from public service without prompt payment of
.t hanefits, Not only that, some streets of major cities are

5

(o

----- a2

51
fillsd with social miscreants in the name of “Area Boys” who
extort money-and valuables from the citizens. and motorists,

Adesanya (2000) observed that the

school had besn et ihs

recelving end concerning the various problem bedeviling the

-

e
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and Cropoults Eﬂﬁm (o J'JS'.ll}’ the

x..ﬂ\rﬂl."u '|'|:||.]-i.L'ET j='_'}
slevance of the

to observe the ;-:r'..,-i intention of the present
n when it launched the Universal Basi
} in 1999 in ; ursuance of Education for Al
launched 1n Darkar;
the World Education
ria now has twenty-four

I"t:rru,r'*. .‘,Ar:c.urd ing to J. *a}-’iE‘: I_,d_‘l '\ ger

f:‘,-‘r] "n;::i Universities, ninetéen {19) state universities, six (0)
]:-rlwte iniversities and fifteen (| dfgraa awarding institutions.

o

pa grammes in
m l_nycn“rses thereby turning out graduates in those courses. 1
\ ; unfortunate that most of these products only end up
f’\ﬂandmg the unemployment markets rather than being job

3)

Most; of these tertiary institutions run part time pro
ar
6

REQ E‘-T'I."GT{ ING
} 10 doubt that a repack

NIGERIAN LANGUAGES CURRICULAR
languages at ’he Cu c;:au
0

kaging of the e}1'-“11"|_5 curricular of
of Education and university
iould be made in order lo empower the gr:duutes for the
Ls indicated in an earlier study Makinde (2003a), the
I re*ic‘ﬁme-:t of some teachers in one of the south-western states
y er assuming office with his advice that
te jobs which are related to their teaching
s writer to come up with this idea that Nigerian

u\,]-::ﬁ"s =5‘:::1:Iv at the tertiary levels
ly and 1:-::10““11} for the

or s[]- 'Lh' aft

degree holders in Nigerian lz rzuag 3 are employable
also employable as

[Lu.... "w‘iu'ii"‘]’S,

a n:-tes that :F= nurber of

j_9 nd programme

{Annganiht) fetiemal of A pplied Phlidtephy Vel J Sopr, 2HIE,

15 the reed to make
wees functional and relevant Ld-' re-de '_;'.- inz the curriculac

to make them meore relevants L:h the
i o Om -"r.,.'n I=
radiscover out Hime

national r_lm;~ thronat

Lﬂ.

-'lf Wi ._'-'rr Wwe as-a nal:on cal

02) poin

onoured public behaviour and our

hi
formal and informal education especiaily national orientation and

public enlightenment. This according to him will make a 1’1I: of

L7 -r

sconomic and socio-political sense. Cockey's (1972) descriplior
of education as cited in Maduewesi (2002) in the forn 'ﬂ'LS

a demonstration of how the nation's practical neads had led to a
hald shift towards functional sducation. The practical:need of
{JSSR then wvas rapid industrialization, The secondary educational
programme was re-structured to make it possible for every
student to participate in eight hours of

8 A

factory (Maduewesi, 2002:2).

secondary school
production weekiy inat

(1998) is;

Curriculum, according to Oderinde
the bridge berween ignorance and I‘?i;:"n'ff"';_-' z; the weapon
with which education changes the leafner to an individual

wha s skilled enough 1o fimcrion ,:m:.':m'a v in S“CFE__"__E'-_E-_‘I.'_E:J.H
carry her forward from one generation (o anoiliely t ail

le spheres of nunan endeavenrs (p. U

imaginab

Frorm thiz definition, it could be seen that transmussion is a
icular ohjectives to bz ﬂ“'ww ed. In a norma
the present curricular c;m not b

packaging of the cu iculat 5-5'

necessity for cur
situation where things work,
totally a.'r.tt:,r; off. But the re-pa

necessary in order to prepare the beneficiaries
functioning in the "'"|~""~'

This W, r'I"'1-r' h.:lr:ul. e F-'--,—u ose |1-\.=. fD“(_" L ""’r 3 -'__..

Figure (a):At the NCE level (L] S L2y
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' [Dne vocational practical oriented
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puter Literacy

Figure (b): At the Degree level (for BA and BA Ed. Programmes)

| “|' I ﬁH;'_"E G Crminiar (5]
Phonclogy o Ortho
Laxis o Dialzcts o h.s.::‘. al
LL1E-\JFI1 2t

() Literatura o
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]:'Ti-.nu. (]
Stylistics (c)

| General studies
courzes (d)
Computer literacy

'B.A. | *Voeational
i | {Practical
| Oriznted
] | [ Colipss)
H ==
B I BA
| Ed

o All languzge and literaturs
courses o General stidies co

| practice o Computer literagy

courses o Education
urseso Teaching

| (fishing, pouliry, ¢

palm kernel/palm fru
- iue:rg (e.g. Adire

e N L EE R o P RTINS, Lo

_ be intzzrated

P plus.the use
technical course could be made from

S h

——' : T T beneath figura

production); traditional/modern soap-makin

* Vocational or technical aceupation could be

&
snatlery

Te =
attle-rearing, piggery,

it oil production; weaving

oy of: -:-.._LJI..'_JTT.UI'E-

o

ng, gro oundnut/coconut/

‘r..d 1|:|'-.|.-'..1 W EﬂIEJ

=

clothing materials), carpentry, clay block-

m :-,.Jnv, blacksmithing/welding, lum ering, to

(a)° At the NCE level, vocaticnal or techn

mention just a few,

.

nical courses should

“'IECI the language education programmes

of computer. The choice of vocational or

any of thoss lists

=i

A e TR o
R el i i e ey wemy o i o

ol 3 Sy 2005

- [ maniber _.':\-.,'nr;l'r-_,","_—.;:.'.-lfF.l.lf!o_.!l'l_! el
-(h) As an alternative to the above, those who would like to be
tek_n“a aspacially at the tertiary levels could be required
2 to have a second language (i.e. a Nigerian language other

than his or her language of specialization, or :1 f.,,': e
aneuage at the degrae level), This will help the individual
anguag

are

to be relevant in countries where such }aﬂgu:ges are

spoken.

HOW TO BRING THE SUGGESTIONS TO REALITY
The government can develop the technicalfvocational colleges to
meet the needs of students apprentices. The govermnment can as
well establish speclal institites for various vocations like the
British Mechanics Institute of Kh awaja and Brennan (1550) a..ILE._:
in Adesanya (2000:255) while advocal g'for the | 1-.rc1d~,tn:t1:n
Community Edueation (CE) which wil ] be characterized ':-j-'
nduring culture, vocationdl training, v value technology and so on
Curriculum experts and school administrators should work cut the
modalitv of making Nigerian Eﬂﬂgm*a students to be ap;rﬁtlcaﬂ
to any voeational “school” of their choice in the locality he finds
himself for at least six wesks per session, The tertiary institution
sending the students should closely monitor the students’
activities and participation at such centres. Every stucent vT'gE1id
be required to present a practical evidence of such acquired skilis.

l‘|
A

1 I yumarras 1 o
The governmant should provide bursaries ior studenis and th
ficiaries tow ards the e-,lau.;s‘uﬂu"ﬂ

! the iniiial take off of

o

necessary facilities for the bene
of small scale bu siness of capizations anc
such businass organizat ions.

The government should establish different language villagss in
the country where students studying the languages could go for

acculturation programmes. y
I order to make the use of Nigerian langpages as medid uf_

wg———

T instricii ality even beyond the Titst three years of prirary

SE’LI l'D;

.:l::h ucation should ensure

elew, "mt sta La'u,:r dars in ]urfcu:'.ga ed

- R ST
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wemifel Jonrmal of Applied Patiotaphy Yok ¥ Brpr, 2008,

Matinde, Salaman Danrergfa (P81 Br-Deripuivg
that all undeveloped or unwritten language are developed and

necessary instructional and fextual materinls are produced in the

The publication by a nuclear physicist, Dr. Fakinlade in 2001
titled “Modern Dictionary of the Yoruba Langusge: The
Tfﬂﬁilﬁfiﬂ.? of Modarn and Scientific English Terms to Yoruba
Language™ (words and terms frequently used in physics,

chemistry, biology, mathematics etc) attests to the fact that

{1

oo st oS e e R e 1 T T
science and technology can be taught in Nigerian languages.
g g g

CONCLUSION

Unemployment among young Nigerian graduates is no doubt due
to many factors which among others include the dysfunction
e.x:is:[ng between the gross rate of school turn-out ‘and slow
expansion of occupational opportuitities; the economic recession
being experienced globally, and the instability of the Nigerian
sconomy, prf.:—'».l-'crcuiionai subjects in the secondary schools are not
'-.=."-l.{l:lzﬁnd,‘-ed In such & way a3 to enhance practicability and
usability, after completing the secondary schools education. It
could then be szen that youth unemplo:m']ena 15 one of the major
ér:u:u:nntic problems in Nigeria. Many of these vouths out of
irustration are turaing into delifiquent behaviours like culdsm
drug abuse, robbery, ndvance fes fraudsters, ete. The writer hasj
thersfore considered the need to empower the graduates of
Nigerian languages so that they might benefit’ naximall

educational system and be fully empowersd for the new
miilennium as job creators instead of job seehers,
i:L._a uggestim:s given in this paper can only be realized if all
educational agencies: the home, school, zovernment, mass media,
'Iclerg}-', traditional rulers and experts in relevant fields are
involved. Not only that, educators should as a matter of urgency
re-assess the gaing of traditional education eslt-ﬂcial_l;: the
promotion of cuitural heritags like the African folklors, mores and

ot ‘al het

AN i B s T e . T
\iterature; music, language, sthics and religions. art, social and

"Nigerian youths in order to cater for their present and

ey ey il il S I e B

'pdliticaI institutions as well as African history and civilizaton

education system, This will no doubt bring ab

them into the . modern

1982:292), and integrate
o-about the most desired

Teultural, socio-political and economic empowerment for the
future

needs.
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