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Llfects of Literary Models i Students” Attitude

_ to Yoruba Composition
Writing: Tmplications for Inform

ation Communication Technology

Makinde, Solomon Olanrewaju
Lagos Staie University, (o,

Abstraci
The study examined the relative epfects of oral and written literary models on students
atiituce 1o Yoruba Composition Writing.  The research design involved the yse of a
Prelest, postiest, control groups pasi-experimenta!  procedire.
Suclents® Attitude to Yorube (¢ ‘O position Writing and Focus Girowp Disenssion were
used (o collect data. 288 subjecty selectod from eight secondary schools in Yewa Sowith
Local Government Area af Ogun State were fnvolved.  Dee ctrralysis was done using the
Analvsis of Covewiance (ANCO VA), the Multiple Hassification Anedysis (MCA) anef fhe
Aeheffe Multiple Range Analysis, Vindings revealed ¢ significant difference in the mean
PosEtest attitiude scores of subjects exposed fo the literary models amd those it ihe
control group I (3,287) = 4.363; " < |, 03}, Subjects in the oral literary mode! aromp
heed the hivhest mean post-test allit.ide scores (73.38). This was followed by thos
Written {iterany model group (72, 7). However, oral aned written literary mocde! group hel
the least mean post-test attitude see res (69.48) even lowey than thet of the control Lroup
(70.2). The implications of findings for the teaching and learning of compasition writing
s well as information commmiceation technology were diseussed

A questiomaire o

e i the

Introduction

The basic lunclion of lanpuage in any society 45 its use as a ool of interaction 1|
performs a transactional finction (ha enables humans 1o use (heir linguistic abilities 10
COMNNIcH| ¢ knowledge, ideas. desires, skiils and information in spolen or wrillen
forms, Connmunicative competence is the major goal of lansuage learning. This being
the case, it is pertinent to note (hat many secondary school students who study Yoruba
language like any other major Nigeran language fall short l’.'!rG{)H‘J.I'l‘llltlil}aﬁ\.-'_‘é.Gﬂltll]ﬂ{ﬂ[l{m
as revealed in their appalling  performance in the senior Secondary  Certificate
xamination (SSCIE) {(Makinde, 20043,

I the 1999 Movember/December WARC Chief Examiner’s Report, it was noted (ha
some candudates wrote sub-standard compositions.  Tomaori (1971) had identified some of
the problems confronting, young learners in composition writing, These include, poverty
of ideas, use ol halting and uninspiriag language.

Wiiling is the most complex of the anguage skills, According 1o Riley and Reedy (2000)
both children and adults find (he Prozess ol writing intellectually and physically
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demanding.  Composition wiiling according to Chulkwuma and Magburuagn (1997)
picce of prose writing that develops a point of view on 2 given Lopic composed |
continuous pross format through a process which achieves ellectiveness and correcines

L can be said that composition wriling is a prediclor
student considering the et that it carries (e hghe:
paper. The teaching must therefore be puided b
Us content and methodology (Makinde, 2004).

ol the overall result of a i
sl manks in the SSCI Yoruba Langu
y well delined principles which unde

Somie scholars have stablished that attiude is a major faclor in {he teaching-learn
process which influences a learner’s academic performance.  For instance, Osla
(1977} in Oden (1999) notes that atlitudes and opinions are generally believed ta
learned bebaviours. According to Oskamp, some attitudes are be
determined but such attitudes could still be changed
condilion, Writing on the same subject, Lawal (1988)
posilive, negative or ambivalent,
will most likely resull in high
achievement anc nepative

licved Lo be penetic
under a conducive environimer
notes that attitude could either
He further made an assumption thal positive attin
achievement, ambivalent attitude will likely yield niedi
atlitude identified with low achievement. Grosjean (19t
considers allitude to be the mast important of the factors that contribute 1o langu
aequisition. While Kolawole (1997) averred that whatever attitude a person holds towa.
a4 language will 10 a great extent affect his level ol performance in the language,  Aj
(1996) on the other hand found that there was a significant relationship between atiity
to and achievement in linglish writien compasition.  However, Kolawole (1997) a
Oden (1999) found no significant relationship between students’ attitude and (I
performance in English Composition Writing, Based on these conllicting findings, i

L)
apparcat that attitude as a variable is an essential factor that i worthy ol consideration
this study.

some scholars have argued in support of using literary models in language teach

(Bzeokoli, 1999 and Onuk aogu, 2002) but a few studies have been carried out to supp
such arguments empirically. Examples include Stephen (1997) and Mirseh and Spits
(1997). Tor inslance, Stephen (1997) presented textual materials to students in order
expose them to the fundamentals ol arguments, critical thinking and language so that 1h

could learn how to build their arguments and develop ideas of their own in teachis

Hirseh and Spitzer (1997) was a similar stucly.

This study is rooted in the holistic language approach which emphasizes that languase
learned best and easiest when it is whole and n its natural contex| (Goodman, 19%¢
This involves the, integration of the four basic language skills of listening, speakin
reading and wriling in a language lesson, 1n this study, therefore, oral and wrilten litera
models in Yoruba were used as emrichment mput in teaching composition wriling for the

[ 16}
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purpose of determining the eflec:s of the models on students’ atlilude to Yoruba
Composilion Writing.  Literature Ly nature consists of cerfain resources {lat cannol be

divoreed from language study. 11 is therefore relevant to examine the ellects ol oral and

wrillen literary models on students” attitude 1o Yorba Composition Wriling,

This hypothesis was therefore lestec in the study at 05 level of probability

et There is no significant main effect of treatment on students’ atlitude

1o Yoruba
Composition Writing,

Mt ho

Kesearch Desion
The study adopted the pre-test, pest-tesl, control group, quasi-experimental design and
the diagrammatic representation of the design is presented as follows:
(g} 3 [ I ;
sy Mo ) kis
(OF X3 O L
() Ay Oy C
Where
s Oy Os O+ I're-test observations for cxperimental

and control group respectively,

0z 04 Og Oy *ost-les! observations for the

experimental and control groups

I o | i Experimental groups 1. 2. 3
1 : E :
respectively

3 Control group

Xy = Treatment for group | (Discussion |
Oral Literary Model)

Xa ' Treatment for group 2 (Discussion

Oral Literary Model)
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X3 = Treatment for group 3 (Discussion + Opyl
and Written Literary Model)
X - Treatment of group 4 (Discussion in
the Conventional Way — Control)
Intact clusses were used in the study and i order to partial out initial variations g

the groups, and to 2nsure thal the resylie were as a resoll ol the methods e

mployed, the
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) was used for data analysis.

Subjects
The targel population lor this study were Senior Secondary School students in Yewa
South Local Government Area of Ogun State.  Bight (8) schiools were purposively

selecled from among the twenty-lwo - state owned secondary schools in the local
sovernment area using these criteria:

= Schools where Literature in Yoruba (which was a separate subject in the SSCE
programme as uf the time of this study) was not taught at the Senior Secondary
school level.

* Availability of a qualified Yoruba Language teacher (al leagt a Bachelor's Degree
holder).

.

schools are owned by Ogun State sovernment in order Lo ensure uniformity of
Yoruba Language programme.

A class Trom each sclected school was randomly chosen and two schools were rancomly
assigned to each of the treatment and control groups. Inall, 288 students (167 males and
121 temales) were involved in the study.,

Insiromentation

[five instruments were used for the study. They are:

1. Students” Attitude to Composition Writing in Yoruba (SAYCOW)

The questionraire was designed by the researcher (o elicit mformation on

students” atlitude (o composition writing. Initially, 36 lour-point Likerl scale

iems were gencrated with inputs from Language and Test Construction experts

Irom two universities. The scales are Strongly Agree (SA); Agree (A): Disagree

(D) and Strongly Disagree (SD), For positive items, the scoring was SA = 4, A
. D =2 SD I and Tor negative items, the reverse was the case. The

Crombach Alpha was used to determine whal each iten contributes to the

construct as well as the reliability of 1he instrument. The refiability co-efficient
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for the 36 ilems was at 74 However, all the items whose ilent (o1al correlalion
vas less than .1 were deleted. Thus 9 items were deleted and 1 re-run of (he
reliability analysis save a re iability coellicient of 79

2. Foens Group Discussion Guide on. the fffects of Literature Models s

Language Enrichment Inpuis
guag

This instrument was designed by the researcher to elicit qualitative responses
from the students in order ta complement the findings that (he (uestionnaire on
students” attitude Lo composition writing in Yoruba revealed. The instruments
helped  the researcher 1o .Lain insight into attitudes, beliefs, motives, and
behaviours of (he respondents. It was adapted from training materials developed
by Debus and Novelli (1986) in the areq of qualitative research. The instrument
wis administered to a sample of 10 students each in the experimental group affer
lreatment.  The Yoruba teacher in each of the experimental schools presented 15
focus questions 1o (he respondents and findings were used along with that of the
questionnaire in a complen entary manner. The drafl of the instrument was given
Lo four experts in the area of educational evaluation and language education for
their comments on its face and content validily.  Dased on theif comments, a
modified version was then prepared.

Teaching and | earning Guide (‘TALG)

This was the instructional programine prepared to guide the teachers in knowing
what to teach and how to teach ii very effectively. The content of the literary
models as well as the activities of both the teachers and students were highliphte

Andio Tape of Oral Literary Madels in Yoruba (ATOLIMY)
This contains aral literary models which were presented to groups 1 and 3.

selections include: Tyere-Ifa (Ifa Chant). Hse [fa (ITa verses). A folktale (story of

King  Alaran-an  and  Kin-in-Kin bird); Oriki-Orile (genealogy poem): ljala
(Hunters™ chant), Wara (wirling chant); Blun Iyvawo (Nuptial chant): and Tisy
Egungun (Masquerade chart). These were delivered orally and relayed on tape,

Writlen Literary Models in Yorub: (WOLMAY)

The WOLMAY consists of extracts (rom written poetry, prose and drama.
Extracts were taken (rom Fagunwa (1950) Ogboju Ode Ninu tgbo Trunmole: 1sala
(1978) Afaimo; Makinde (1999) Adseni n serqg e: Oladiipo (1976) Araye Akewi:
Odunjo (1961) Akojopo i Alaching, Owolabi (1977) Lisabi Agbongbo Ak
Okediji (1997) Aajo Aje and Adebisi (1989) Apola in ( Nabimtan, A, (ed) Akojop
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1w Abalave i i dApilefo,

!I]JL_EHL‘ Tales ff]].': were !”'E‘!SU-I"I!L!{!
HIOns _‘r illl I .\:"
o i

0 experimenty]

-

Procedure
The researcher ablained (e necessary

Permussion from (he authoritics of (e etoht
schools gl diseussed (he lese

weh intentions wig) the eight Yoruba bnguage teachers
who were trained for three weeles (fwo weeks Lo training and one week for practical)
before the tommencement of (he experiment, The TALG and otlier instruments were
made available to Lhe leachers during (he baining. A doyble period out of {lie

fonr
able per weel;

was used for (he experiment, The
[ students 1o literary nodels, Herary appreciation
and writing of literary models in students’ own words lasted for eipht weeks,

method was held constang in all the Sroups. The ATYCOW was administered to al] (he
SToUps belore and  after (he reatment while (he Focus - Group Discussion wag
administered to (he sclected sample in the experimental groups,

petiods allocated Lo Yoruba an the RIS
treatinent which involved CXposure o

L Mscugsion

Daia Analysis

Data analysis wag carried out using Analysis ol Covariance (ANCOVA), Multiple
Classilication Analysis (MCA) and Schetle Posto loc _r"-.[m]j,-,qig_

Ho!  There is no significant main ellect of treatment on students” attitude (o Yoruba
=
Conposition wriling, The summary of (e analysis s Presented in table |

Fable 1. Summary of ANCOVA

on the Posi-Tes Altitude
Aceording to Instruction

Scores of Subjegt

| ‘Sources iﬁ'\-'-ll'j.é_l.fi.ni!r _(_ Sumof .|I DF | Mean | T Siguif, |
] _ i _ | Squareg I _| _ﬁljlg:u_'us | s _|
| Covarialeg (P're-test) | e I I SLi) 12 | 911 |
. | T -___(______ —erte ]
ey e R L 5 O By
|n-|;|inf;s'n~.n-.l.~-. | 21977 6 136.963 | 2992 | poes

| Treatment 199 734 |_-J__;Em_{ | Dos®

5900200 ( Y

IS

i e T T

Bxplinad —— — ——— | : |
IYiﬂi”“ﬂ J--:-'li_nr.a::L'_F_?;" 60086 _|I J_"_i|i%'| T
B —— 12040.811 !_En_?_: 5G| )
[Totar B | 13482.875 | 287 | 46979 | T i
'{':_H-!IE{['.-_I-.:EHE‘.H -'.ﬂ“]! : -“ﬁ M y % l - _ | T
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|

; The summary of ANCOVA as shown in table 1 indicales that treatment was found fo
: have contributed significantly to variations in subjects’ attitude to Yoruba Composition
' Writing (I 3,287) = 4363, P < .05. The MCA of the ANCOVA i presented o table 2
and it describes the performance of subjecls according Lo instruction,

Table 2: Multiple Classification Analysis of Post-Test Attitude of Subjects

According to Instruction

Grand Mean = 71,44

[ Adjusted for
: ! Unadjusted Independent
i | Variation + Calegory [ N Deviation [ita Covariates
: AP i S PNE i . e _ Deviation
Instniction [
R ! et
I, Oral Literary Model I 7 [ 73 [.Od
i . — - I:___ S S S g R —— ——
| 2. Wrillen Literary Model 72 -1.19 1.26
| Al T T e =5 — _ . |
3. Oral & Wrilten Literary Model 2 1.76 -1.96 |
i, {Il.’]l.il:i;l;"!_l!l.l[:-lifij 5 | 72 -1.32 | s 124 B
Multiple R 1 iy
= | Multiple & i - ' B

The MCA i fable 2 shows the adjusted mean attitude scores of subjects according to
instruction.  The grand mean was 7144, The Oral Literary Model group had a mean
score of 73.38. The Wrillen Literary Model group had 72.7; the Oral and Written
Literary Model group had 69.48 and the conventional group had a mean score of 70.2,
This means that the.Oral Literary Model group had the highest mean score in their
allitude towards Yoruba Composition, This was [ollowed by Writlen Literary Model
group, the Conventional and the Oral and Written Literary Mode

I groups respectively

]

tn table 3, the Schelfe Post Hoc Test Comparison was camied oul in ore

ler (o deterniine
patr of group means with sienilicant variations
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Table 3: Scheffe Post Hoc Analysis of Post-Tesi Means of Al

tude According to
Treatment Group

Mean _{__-"J'm:p_ = _'L:'-'l':ﬁq: 3| ‘:]J'Ull_|'.l 4 [x r'e'uﬁ;_:..’-f“. N .f_\il_{'mp_[
E':,I_.-]S-_ e 3 AT e = e il T e £
e T e e /R e R (O N T
e e R e, SRS I T, (S
& L =iy :

Denotes pairs ol'groups signilicantly dilTerent at the 05 level,

It could be observed lrom table 3 that the mean post-test attitude ol experimental aroup 3
(09.48) diltered signilicantly from the scores of group 2 (72.7) and group 1 (73.38)
However the difference between the mean score of groups 3 (69.48) and 4 (70.2) was not
signilicant, also the dillerence between the mean scores of

groups | and 2 was no
significant. Based on (he analysis in tables 1, 2 and 3 the null hypothesis that stated (hat

there is no significant main  eflect o' treatment on students’ attilude to Vo b
composition wriling is rejected.

Analysis of the Focus Group Discussion Guide

Participants expressed (heir satisfaclion wit

h the literary models as having helped them i
the following ways:

* It has increased their likencss for Yoruba

Language generally and  Yoruby
Composition Wiiling in particular,

The models have helped them in broadening their knowledge ang

their ability 10
generate ideas for various composition topics, '

*  Appreciation of literature, Improvement in their réading  and writing  abilities,

promumneiation and meanings of some difficult words as well as the cijoyment of
rhythm of the poetic models.

Discussion _

Data analysis has revealed that (reatment had a

signilicant main effecl on allitude to
Yoruba Composition Writing (F = 4.363: p < 05).  The experimenty] group | (Oral
Laterary Model group) showed (he highest posilive attitude (o Yoruba Composition
Writing while group 2 {Written Literary Model), group 4 (Control group) and group 3

(Ural and Wrilten Literary Madel Broup) came second, third and fourth respectively

16
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The posilive altitude demonstrated by the experimental groups 1 and 2 invokes some
curiosity. ‘The nature of oral and writlen fiterature vis-a-vis its entertaining and language
enrichment lunctions. make the positive elfect on attitude to seem logical. 1t is however
perlinent o observe that the control group had a higher mean score of 70.2 while the
mean score ol group 3 (Oral and Written Literary Model group) was 6948 The
difference between the two mean scores was however not found to be signilicant. Bul
when the oral and written lilerary models were taken separately, the posttest means of
attitude were 73.38 and 72.7 respe ctively and when they were combined the mean SCOre
was 09.48. This-indicates that attiude of studenls to composition writing could be more
positive when the oral and written fiterature materials are taken separately than when they
are laken together,

Responses Elicited with the Use of Pocus Group

Discussion revealed that students were favourably disposed o the yse of literary models.
They expressed their excilement on the richness of (he oral and written literary models,
They noted that they enjoyed the chanting voices in the oral literary models as well as iz
-depth study of the materials generally. The students also wished that more of such
materials be brought to the composition leaching classes by their teachers
to gencrate ideas, appreciate literary works as well as vocabulary exte
greatly enhanced,

as their ability
nsion have been

The positive elleel of lilerary models on attitude of subjects 10 composition writing
corroborates the lindings of Lawal (1988): Ajayi (1996) and Olaboopo (1999) while i
contrasts with Kolawole (1997) and Oden (1999) who found no significant relationship
between students”™ attitude and aciual performance in composition wriling, The success
ol any Leaching-learning programme depends largely on the instructional skills and
strategies cmployed by the (sacher. Demonstration, discussion, reading and writing as
presented in the study no doubt encourased learners’ participation and then helped (he

experimental groups to achieve their desired objectives and enhanced their writing ability
Lo,

Implications of the Study

The findings in this study have shown that positive results could be realized in students’

attitude when literary models are used. The need for enrichment material in composition
wriling is more compelling now and urgent than b

elore considering the declining trends
in the performance of students in Yoruba composition writing (Ajayi, 1996). The (act
that the exposure of subjects to enrichment materials was [ollowed by discussion of
themes, sentence structure, vocabulary, style and oreanization of sueh malerials thereby
leading to significant difference in attitudes Lo wriling

i favour ol the experimental
groups atlests to the effectiveness of the instruetional strategies used for the experimental
Lroups, i

—
e e '
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The result of the study also has implications for Information
(1CT).  Technology is the application ol scientilic knowledge to provide solutions Lo
human problens (Adeyemi and Ogunbivi, 1998 cited in Idowu (2002).  Tuformation
Technology, according (o Adekoya (1998) cited in ldowu, 2002) is the process of
disseminating, information and it mvolves the use and application of computer syslem,
Communication relers to (he transterring of » message from a party (o anotler party so
that it can be understood and acted upon Wewo, 2000)

1L Communication Techuolony

Oyewo went further to identify the characteristic

s ol communication which include:
*  Communication being a symbolic behavious

" Communication is a shared code

*  Intentionality on the part ol the communicator
*  Communication requires a medium

-

Communication is a transactional process

In this study, the issue of medium of communication is considered to be more relevant a3
according to Oyewo (2000), the medium could be regarded as the form in which (he
message 1 transmitted (oral, written of non-verbal). Wrilten expression could be made
through informal or forms] letters, queries, reports, circulars,
wiiting, questionnaire, diagrams, telex, e-mail,
Considering the relevance of writi;

Memos, composition
cle. (lames, Ode and Sooly (19907,
1 to information {!iﬂ.ﬁit‘-[lli!mlim]_‘, young learners need
o be exposed to language of systematic thought so that they can contribute and |e

eritical, 1o take pait in the most powertul discourses that shape the society (Riley and
Reedy, 2000,

[t has been established tat in (e area of primary language development (hat the use of
VArous compuler soflware has greatly helped the child’s reading process. encouraged the
children to {alk toeach other, and make decisions, argue and think things (hrouph
(Crumpton, 1989; cited in Abimbade, Aremu and Adedoja, 2003). The application of
compuler based Information Communicalion Technology in teaching literary studies 1n
secondary school students is therefore 4 necessity as it would go 3 long way in enhancing
leaching and learning processes. It makes the teacher’s work less stressful as he has
aceess (o the use of {ecly wlogically based strategies,
Some Yoruba written novels and drama are now produced in Audio-Visual Comp
Disks. Notable examples are Owe [ by Kola Akinlade, and Besorusn (rehcr
Faleti. Poems could be stored in Audio Compact Disk or Audio Visual Compact Disk
and presented to learners through Computer Assisted Instructional Strategy. Interactive
Video and CD-Rom technologies can also be incorporated into compuler base!
instructional units and lessons in literary studies

acl
by Adebayo
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Recommendaiions and Conclusion

Considering the impact of Information Communication Technology (ICT) worldwide and
the attendant globalization of information in all spheres of human endeavour, it 15 just
expedient that MNigerian langnage teachers are equipped technologically in order fo make
meaningiul improvement in their instructional delivery strategies

The government should as a malter of urgency implement the provisions in the National
Palicy on Computer Education (1989), by supplying every school [rom primary (o the
tertiary levels with comiputers and computer laboratories.  Both the teacher and learners
should be computer literate.  Teacher-training programmes should be repackaged to
incorporale compuler literacy courses.

Apart from making literature i o Nigerian language compulsory lor every Migeran
child, computerization of every orthography of Nigerian language must be ensured. MNow
that packages in Nigerian languages are being produced, teachers ol Nigerian languages
should endeavour to be computer literate. They should also work hard towards
employing Computer Assisted Instructions in teaching-learning process. When students
are encouraged to be positive in their attitude towards writing, this would likely enlance
(heir performance in composition writing and make many of them creative and great
writers in the society
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