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condury School students in'selep fes
Umversal Basic! Edgeation! A sample of 112

srandomiy selected fronm three secon ary schools in {}_ln Local Government Aréa wen
researcher-designed fjues astused! to“colleet relevant data

invalved in (e study, - A slionnaire: w
Analysisshows that maost of the respondents preferred English I, Aanguage for classroom instraction I
and those who speak’ Migerian |

the Nigerian Langu; lges. Students from educale d phacents
home dilfered stgnilicantly from their Counterparts respectively,
newdeon the need 1o [HHHHHL Migerian 1 Inguages

anguages o
Recommendations wele: thereltne

and nm!mr- them!' the media ol instruction in the
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Langzu: e fuanctions as g means of u}mlmmu .tlmn nd'selfie

dispensable or o vital role in education, 1 js'4 imajor, L:x[}{‘u ul“d. pmipli rnllun: Ly Cif constitutes an
instructional area in (he se hool system ind alsa Iun([mm mq et 51 :ml:uumu This goes to
show that in any eac hing-learning process: lanigliape'is involvetsee eissisn: 51 us 1

As indicaled, 1 anguage i crucial (o ¢ ducation bee
1934, eited " in' Avaidele, T988) that helps' 4 ¢

iz f

ex wasmn By plso plays an

ause it is the vehicle of thought (V}pml] Ky,

i
hild (o mulﬂsl;}nd EVII:!.IL‘-’Ll'Jkllﬂ".'r'lﬁ{h’[_"i'Ihqllhlb h{*mn

imparted on him, In others words, the success of g learner js mnlmgé-n‘t bit’

the langunge of Hstruction,

Migeria is g multilingual umnl:y with'' ¢1|1EJ[11. 400!
Bamgbose, 19943 oug of wtm 1 only twee! qw ru_u!_:*mml
(Babajide, 2001, 1y spite of having tiree It‘hl.JuI MNig
metanwaphosing into g truly national Iul;-u

his ability o OperilEii

|1¢uwa* langliages ' (O%aji, - 1979, ankl
ag'’ "hiajoi ‘1’(1;11!}4 Tgho and Hausa
Terian |I1]1_,litly{‘ S, nonce' hag succeeded i
age'in the same' sense! s “Riissian ‘s 10" the people of
Russia, Swahili to some Fasy Altican countries and Aabic 1o those in‘North hlmu (Ayodele, 1988).
AS a resull of this sHuation, Faelish, 3 loreign tanguage Is serving 'thay purpose:” This has led to 1
siluation whereby the think; i process of At dverage Nigerian chilid right from kindergarten is
zlmmn wed by Buplish! Fangnage and his' las resilied into thie ‘stufited 'dLvLInpmm[ and prowth in
scicnée’ and e chnology in' Niperia,

tdging fram" he muulpn: SIVeE! |1uln|m wee!' of 'learfiers' in!
QSR iy and secondary schiogls (Makinde; 2000). - R R
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According o Akinbote and Viatonu (1996), many parents in Niveria still prefer the lnglish

medivi of instruction (o the mother wngue in spite of the available psychological, Hneuistic and
n:hmllt al evidence on the relevance ol the Tatter,

Aphishoas anindex of literey and civilization.
b the Mational Poliey on BEducation (1977) vevised in (1981} and {1998, 1t i provided thia

the medimm ol instroction in the primary school shall in iially be the mother tongue o the Bnguage
of*the immediate comomunity but at a later stage Boglish.

such parents crroneounsly bedieve that Nueney in

The elfectivencss of this provision has
been put to empivical testing by the Universily of Tle (now Obafemi Awolowo Univer sily) i the
Faumous He Six-Year Primary Projectwhere children who were tanght in Yoruba were said 1o have

performed better than their counterparts in English (Oferinde, 1986). Olarewajn (1991) ohserves

that any Nigeran Linguage can be developed to be used in scienlific wriling, as it will nu ke science

learning more meaningful to the learners. e also belicves that using a loreign hnpnage (o (each

science is inimical to intellectual development. Tn an experiment Olarewaju and Jimoh { 1995) [ownd
that it was passible to teach and learn geneties with relative ease in Yomba language

in Yoruba language performed better than those in the | inglish medinm group
As charactenistic of the Nigerian situalion, Ogunsiji (2001 observes that no serous fallow-
up progrimimne. o the e project has been coartied out. It is peinent 1o know al amidst this

seeming apathy; the Universal Basic Education (UBL) scheme has been Taunched in Se plember 1909
by, 1‘|L~Hn!|. nl Obasanjo.

as those taught

As described by Okebukola (5 2000) 1t covers mine (9) years of compulsory edueatian (prinary
- Junior secondary) and it also includes adult and non-formal edue ation and educalion ol special
groups ke the nomad. Vhe scheme is aimed a1 ensuring that all school- age ehildren ae earolled by
2005, Emenanjo (2001) sees the scheme as:
Education for all, education for value aml education
tor life-long living which aims at praviding reading,
) wriling and numeracy skills . .. and it is designed
to enable Tearmers acquire lunctional literacy.

Acquisition, of functional literacy is more easily achievable in the language one has the highest
linguistic resources (o communicate ellectively. '

"

\
This view is .'i1ll.'1.ri.':[_| by Hmenanajo (2001) when he opined that: '
i3~ Lhe bottom line of the UBE is learning as a
'  ife-long engagement for all who go trough
ey - pritin the formal and non-formal molds of

education. Such learning is best acquired in
the I; mgnage one knows and understands best,
o

It s against this Iy ickground that this researeher linds it necessary (o mvestigate the lan

F’l!r! P
prelerence

for instraction among, students in junior second: ary schools as well as their attitudes
towards the teaching, of Nigerian languages and (o discuss the implications for (he URE scheme. 1
is very important o conduct the study because students in the junior school are expected to beneli
tremendously from the URL scheme, Not only thal they are expected 1o learn at least (wo Nigerian
languapes (one as 1 and the other as Ly taken [rom the three major Migerian 1; anpuages) as provided
in the Mational Policy on Dducation (19943,

(18]
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The following research gquestions were answered in this sty )
Which languape do the studenis prefer as a medium of ¢l
Which languape of elassro
@) Science subjects

assroom instruction? |
i instruction is prefermred by the students for leaching;

b} Social Seiecnee subjects (commercial subjects)
¢} Axt subjeels _

Whitt reasons o students give For their Lamgunge preflerence?

Is there any significant dilference in the attitude of students of educated

and illiterat
parents lowards the teaching of Nigedian languages?

-

MEETTHHODOLOGY
sSingle
The participants Cor (his study were 1200 1853 students dr

awn from tuer co-cducation:
secondary schools in Ojo Local Government Ares of 1

Ag0s State (60 males and 34 females)

Instrumenialion:

Aquestionnaire on Students’ Language Preference for Classroom Instruction (SLAPRECI
wis constructed and administered 1o the vespondents for data collection. 1t has Heree section
A B oand o0

<o dection A sought information respondents’ background (lribe, parents
educational qualifications, linpuistic background, elc). Section I3 containg items that sougl
nlosmation on respondents’ language preference for classroom instruction while Seetion (¢
containg 23 ilems using four points Likert format of strongly Apree (SA), Apree (A
Disageee (1), Strongly Disagree (SD) on students’ attitude towards the teaching of Nigeria
lnguages. Using the Crombacly Alpha statistical method, the e

Hability of the instrumer
wils established ok 0.806.

Data Collection and Apalysis

The strwment was adiinistered direetly (o the respondents by the invest
Migerian language teachers in the schools involved in the study. The an:
computing the responses on percent
standard deviation.
the flest,

galor and thre
ysis was done b
ages where necessary and by compuling the mean an
Differences between paics of mean scores were determined by the use ¢

Research Question One ;

Which Innguape do the students prefer as a medinm of classroom instruction?

] #

~table I: Language Preference for Classcoom Tustructions

- . Nigerian Languages 1
Statement Fnplish Ipho Hausa | Yoruba | Sab- | Total
)L PRSI N A T e
My best prefeceed | <t eaE Sus S
lnguageis - | 68(56.7) | 19015.8) | 11092) | 22643) | 52¢43.3) | 1200100)
The [:'Iﬂi',l.l':l.;:',i:- _. ; i e e
L preferred for teaching | 75(62.5) | 1210.0) | 10(8.33) | 23(19:2) | 4537.5) | 1200100y
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preferied G teachitig | 65(54.2) | 2006 101y 24(20.0) ﬁr}'{-!i*?} P20 100)
commercial subjects is _ _ i ity
4 The 1; ttimmiﬁtu__ G N N AR T R
preferced [or teaching | 66(55.0) | 20016.7) | 11¢9.1) 23(19.2) | 54(45.0) “Ho1ooy |
the it xall:JI‘LE% i SR it R L - b e e s i) 3
*Percentapges piven in brackets. i A A R

From table 1 above, the language preferred by the students is Englis
language as 08 respondents (36.7%) chos se, the L\n"LLmL w[uh' 32 (43.3%) of them preferre
MNigerian languages as media for clagsrodni | ingtriction,

ES A Reseireh Quesiion Two
Which labguage is preferred by the students for teaching:

{a1) Science subjects
(h) . Commercial subjects _ A
(c)  Artsubjects ot =t B

In table Fabove; the language preferred by most of the stidents for teaching science ‘ii.lhj{‘
is Linglish. HL-wnl}.hhw* {75) ol them {ﬁﬁ'n‘ﬁ%] showed pn,[vrrm,r for it wlulu 45 of them ("l?
opled for Nigerian languapes.

For the teaching of commercial subjects most of the slmimlh 65 {‘?I 2%} qlmwmt (he
|::'bl‘m'mc~i"n!'i'*'ﬁnit‘;ll while 55 (45.8%) chose Nigerian languapes.

For the teiching of alt subjects 66 ('3 540) dec ided i favour of B i]gflmll while 54 (45%) opte
in avour of Nigerian Lillouapes. ' )

!
i + 5 "’ P

L]

Research Question Three = N
' 'erli reasoms do ’-.IIH|{ nls give for Ihl. 10 Luwndpv Im'l'l.‘l‘(.m (‘?
. ka1 |
__Fable 2: Reasons for Preferving English for Classroom Instruction =
Stafed ]{l‘.l_‘.ﬂ!l ] ) No.| %
_lt 5 .m lll[("!!l lll'.lllrll I=u1"u.|tu Mt ‘ - : I 45.531_ e ..
ILis more populac (hin focal languages” "~ ° " 1Ay 13927 e
It 'm i nnmml {E I.l_!|”:_rl.~1“{‘ i!._mi J:}m;.ilﬂ ilm *".“.“.“'f"f“ i_uhm _E_E ”\{1&3 -
caching us inthe sehool. 1 1159 1492 |, 0
b Lo spéak Lm lish more (Iuently. L s 08 I
T\Lm}r n[ ug speak different T*qummlanﬂu 1285, LSRRG e S 1
Loopryney [oe mae [ &Ry '] e | g | (5 it | | iyt i|
- i ; i | . 1 | . erdregprsh el )
]: g v e o Tes e ey | : '
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l..h.'}.ulll TN X | sp | By | Caleulated | Critical | Remarks -
e e 0, LS, S ety ey a1 2 el
Speakers of NL - at| 71| 2538 | 1085 S -
Home L iy B Eig | 250 1.96 Pre 05
.Ht.ll[I—:-i}H‘:ﬂ:[_'l.‘; of NI. | ESignificant
aMlome 49| 219 |a6s| | | - S

E (Al 118) = 2,565 I' < .05 *Significant
From the table 5 above, ihe ealeulated t value of 2.56 is signilicant at (0.5

level of probability. The null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the attitude ¢
students from educated and illiterate parents is therefore rejected.

DISCUSSION AND IMPLICATIONS FOR UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION

An examination ol the result in table 1 as regards rescarch (questions one and two shiows
most of the students preferred the Bnglish language to the Migerian langunages as medinm «

clussroom instruction. 1t is unfortunate to obscrve that some Nigerian chifdren do not realize 1l

importance of thetr mother tongues. This situation is a contradiction of the observation ol Bamgbos

(F982) and Sanusi (2002) who in their studies on the causes of students®

Latlures in science ar
technical subjects found that Tack of. proficiency in the language of it

wiruetion was an importzy
factor. ‘There is therefore the need 1o re-orientate 1he Nigerian child on the need (o cherish ar
promote his or her eultural hertage.  Hashim, (2002) believes that the inposition of a foreig
lanpuage as a medivm o instruction is one of the factors that militate against the meaningl
acquisition of knowledge and skills among most African leamers, :

[t is cqually vnfortunate that most of the respondents opined that English would be better [
them in (eaching the science subjects.  This no doubt is at

Olacewaju (1991) who observes that any Nigerian language can be developed (o be used in teachin

science subjects more meaningfully. 1€ the beneficiaries of the Yoriba medium of the e Six-Ye
Primary Project were not disavantaged even upr 1o the tertiary levels, it will be unthinkable [

anyone o entertain any lear if indigenous languages are used as media of instruction in our juni
secondary schools. '

ariance with the observation -

On why some respond :nts preferred the English medium of instruction 1o that of math
- tongue(s), as displayed in table 2, it is quite true that most of our classrooms are heterolingual
hature and 1l mipht be difficult to use or choose a Migerian language in teaching the learne
Obayan (1999) considers this situation to be a hindrance to education in mdigenons langnages
Africa’s urban areas. DBul he equally shares the beliefl that languages (including African language
by nature hiave a way of growing and adapting to the demands of changing times. Thus scientific
-technological related concepts could be realized in these language either by borrowing, phonologic
L adaplations or by pushing into cultural resources. '
It is necessary to consider the honest confession of a few of (he respondents who in the tal
3 submit that “they understod . better when taught in their local languages™ and that “th
tnderstood better when they were taught with o 'combination of English and their local tongue(s
Lsmail (1998) supports this sitcation when be observed that the use of foredgn laneuages as media
instruction in schools has resoll in many problems like “low academic achievement and teache
poor iniliative in putting their best across (o the learers.” !

(541
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cornerstone or pillarof national development, i
dnes must be developed and promoled towands the establishment of
G stronger Toundation (Llughe, 1994, According 1o him, unless) Niger
e learn “the basic disciplines relevant 1o modern lechnology in their mol
AU e vy deast, inoa language they fully understand™ the seed of transferred technol
will no doalit In svnsn on barren ground with no Iruit o show for it '

BMiss lieraey as envisaped through the UIBE scheme that will ensure
fulfilling lives ol (he acquisition of the

appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy,
e sKills tncto 1o cthical, moral and civie values

! B N L . rh L TR PR -2 Y S RPN 1 e Bpeatellh b g gl |

S From e analysis of rescarch questions four and five, :'Il.-,i:;_.1|ulc~.-m_rll1},*,ttmt.slmlcm:’»
iHiterate parents and those wlio speak Migerian languages ot home are. more positive.in their atit
towards the teaching and learving of Nigerian languages than their counterparts. These findings
not uorckded qos that of Akinbote s and | Viatony (1996) . who found thatparents. from . vari
oceupational backerounds differed Significantly in their altitude  towards the, use of . the mo
ongue ju primary education. [ other words, occupation and the social status of parents iy
o factors in dete mining who favours the use or non-use of the mother-tongue as a mediug
sbuction in school qud there is no doubt that parents can influence, the attitude of their wa
tnwards the wacling and leaning of Nigerian languages,

b as much as education Las 1w be the

Apparent tat Nisersg langu
cdueational sy<um on
children e e

meaningful ¢
tanipulative g
- ieeded for laying a pood foundation for life-le
I be achieved i najority ol Niverians are literate in their local |
Hothe whole ol formal and informal edue
Ongue i countres ke Fngland.

learning can v AL EeS .

& UL
ation from cradle to prave is given in the motl
» Japan, Korea and China (Emenanjo, 2001), th

the mother tongue in all Nigerian primary and Ju
Lot be pursued religiously.

France, German
should be no reason why nstruction in
secondary schools shodle

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION

I order o achieve the objective of education for all (BFA) by 2015, the UBIL scheme mi
be Tully implemenicd and

all tiers of government must fund education adequately towards malg
the school ehild Iriendly, A child lriendly school according to Okebukola (2000) is:
A plice where the learnin £ cnvironment is conducive, the staff are {rie
chithdven, and the health and silety needs of the children are ade
Thus the school, which is community based takes cognizance
ALL children, irrespective of gender, religious and ethnijc

i menta) abilities/disabilities and other cultural dissimil

ndly to
quately met.
of the rights of
affiliation, physical
aritics (p.§).

4 The corriculum of such a school most reflect the
well oy chcourage the use of the
other words, educational mat
take cuace of the needs of

culture, norms and values of the
language of the immediate
ertals, textual materials and Je
the learners as well as e
language, which the children can comprehend.

The government

sociely
Comumunity in curriculum delivery,

arning resources should be provided
neourage active knowledge acquisition in

at all levels must - easure that no  indigenous Migerian lnguage
marginalized beeause no ethnic group will want its language to be stigmatized or dragged along {l
path ol extinction (€ Jeunsii, 2001). To regard thie Ianguage of a people as of less importance is
destroy the psyche of its speakers. In this regacd, all unwritien languages must be reduced in
wriling and the native speakers should be made literate in those languages.,
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The povernment should encourage (through adequate huading) scientists and  science
cduchtots who are speakers of different Nigerian languages. to wrile hooks that will Tacilitate the
learniitg of science ind mathematics in the indigenous lanpuages.

o lioitder o inculeate the spirit of Science_in our students ad be four 1 at the vanguacd of
plobal move for scientific and technological development. all concerned (lnguage and science
teachiers, educational administrators, Gwviculum developers, anthors and policy makers) mnst join
hands towards ensuring that instraciion in the Universil Basie Edueation is siven in a language that
aives minimum difficully (6 the ledvners in order 1o achieve destred results:

5 The elites and highly pladed people in the society should be properly orientated on the
iu!i:miiln.t'ﬂ'. and relevance of indigenous languapes o basic cducabon, They should be infonmed
adequately on the Tact that educating the child in the mother tongue will in oo way inhibii his
intellectual development abd academic performance as proved by the He Six-Year Yoruba Project as
well 45 other related studies.

(il
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