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Relative Effects of Environmental
Variables on Students’ Achievement in
Yoruba in four Selected Schools in Egba

Area of Ogun State

Makinde, Solomon Olanrewaju

Abstrace

The study sought to find out the relative effects of environmental
variables (rurallurban and socio-economic backgrounds on students’
achievementinYorubainfour selected secondary schools in Ogun State.
Two researcher made instruments were administered on two hundred
(200) randomly selected students. Three null hypothéses were generated
Jor the study. The results revealed a significant difference between the
achievement af students from rural and urban environments while no
significant differences was established between the performance of
Students from high and low socio-economic status. Also, a non-significant
difference was established between the achievement of students of
educated and illiterate parenis. Recommendations were made on the
basis of the findings that rural schools should be mude to more atiraétive "~
to both students and teachers and that paréents should be educated on the
need 10 encourage their children in indigenous language study.

Introduction

Yoruba language is the language of the Yoruba people. The Yoruba people are one
of the largest ethnic groups in Nigeria. They occupy the western part of the country
and 1o be specific, they can be found in Lagos, Cgun, Oyo, Ondo, Kwara, Ekiti,
Osun and major part of Kogi States. The Yoruba people can also be found in other
countries around the world such as Benin Republic, Togo, Sierra Leone, Brazil,
Cuba, South America and West [ndies.

Yoruba language came into formal school curriculum through the effort of the
Christian missionaries who found that it would be difficult for them to propagate
Christianity effectively without the use of the people’s mother-tongue. Through
them, Yoruba language became the first written language in Nigeria (Olajubu
1972).

F
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low socio-economic status in Yoruba Language.

3. There is no significant difference in the achievement of students of educated
and illiterate parents in Yoruba Language. :

Methodology

Sampling: The study sample consisted of two hundred SS Il students vardom) y
selected from four schools in the study areas. Fifty (50 students (25 mekes andd 25
females) were drawn from each of the four schools. The schools were Ahepkuta
Grammar School, African Church Grammar School (Abeokuta) and Oride-Keesi
High School Olodo, Orile-Kenta High School, Olugbo (Odeda Local Goveriment).
Subjects were randomly drawn from the schools in ordef toensure atsue repfesentation
of both high and low socio-economic backgrounds of the pupifs as weli as the rural-
urban dichotomy.

Every student had the chance of being selected for the study as there were more
than twenty five males and females in S5 II in each of the schools. Schools in the
Abeokata Wownship were classified as being urban while the selected schools in
Odeda Local Government were rural schools. The socio-economic status of parents
were determined by their levels of education, professional/occupation status as well
astheirestimated incomes. While such professionals like Senior Academic members
of tertiary institutions, judges, senior medical praclitioncrs, top govemment officials,
and civil servants among others were categorised as belonging 1o the high level
status, members of the low socio-economic status include junioracademic members,
middle cadre officials in both the govemment and private establishments and others
ike typists, clerical assistants and artisans, farmers among others,
Instruments '
For the purpose of data ‘collection, two instrurments: Students’ Questignnaire on
Yoruba Language Swdy (SQUYOLAS) and an Achicvement Tes on Yoruba
Language (ATYOLA) were administered on the sabjects. The SQUYOLAS isa 150
item instrument designed 10 elicit information on the subjects’ background in terms
of school, age, class, sex, language spoken at home, parents’ occupatictr and other
scocio-economic indices. The ATYOLA has two secijons: Grammar and Lt >raturé
with15itemsin eachlpf the section. Some of the questions were in the objective while
others were in the fili-inthe £aps formar. One mark was allocated to each of e flems
and after scoring, the scores were converted 1o ff ty (50) marks, |

Validation and Reliability of Instruments. - o
S .
The instruments ‘were validated with a corrclatien coeffiicats of 0.72 and 0.79

respectively. The' ATYOLA (Achievement Te‘s’:l.)“.'yas aiso face validated by two )

. the'value of 1.96. Hence, tha pyl
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experts inLanguage Education, Théir observations and su ggestions were considered
before the instruments were administered.

Data Analysis and Findings

Hypothesis 1

There is no sigaificant difference in the achievement of students from rural andurhan
environments in Yoruba, - o

The students” r-test was used to determine the difference as presented in Table

Table 1. Difference in Rural{Urban Environments and Students' Achievement in Yoruba

Variables In X1 X SD | DF | Observed Critical Remark
1 4 t
Rural 100 ; 2038}20.38 |5.894
198 2.13 196 Significant
Utban 10 | 2785(27.87 | 5.44
P<005

The obsetved t-value 2.13 is greater than 1.96 table value at 0.05 level of confidence.
Consequently, the null hypethesis is rejected. In other words, there is a significant
difference in the performance of students from ruralfurban environments in Yoruba.

Hypothesis 2

There 1s o significant difference in the achicvement of students from high and 6w _ -
socio-economic staus in Yoruba.
‘The students’ t. testi is also used to establish the difference as prcSe;g}td inTable
Table 2: High and Low, Sorio-economic Status and Achievezﬂu; in Yoruba
Variables | In { X | X | SD | DF | Observed | Ciitical | Remark
[l

t { iz I TR A S I T

e . o i - X

e’ | 58 |1416[2443 [ 572 |

— 198 | 0.503 196  iNot Significant al
Low| 42 F3400p23096 1663 1 T~ -
P<0.05

The analysis preseniedin Tab]ezﬁhéws thasiseobserved tvalue of 507 islesser than
“hypathesis is not rejected because there is no
significant difference in tiw. .chievement of studenss from high and low socio-
economic stan:s g A qufé, -
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Hypothesis 3

There is no significant difference in the achievement of students from educated and
illiterate parents in Yoruba. '

Table 3 displays the achievement of subjects from educated and illiterate
parents:

Table 3: Educated I literate Parents.and Students' Achievement in Yoruba

Variables X b X | SO | DF | Observed | Crineat Remark’
4 I

Educaed | |

"Parents 92 | 223142496 |.5.52

Iiterate 198 0.49 1.96  [Not Significant

Parents 108 | 256521.88 | 6.97

P <0.05

In Table 3, the observed t of 0.49 is lesser than the critical ¢ value of 1.96 at 0.05
level of confidence. Therefore, the null hypothesis that states “there is no significant
difference in the achievement of students from educated and illiterate parents in
Yoruba” is not rejected.

Discussion

The result of the students” 1 test for hypothesis one indicates a si gnificant difference

inachievementin Y orubaof students from urban/rural environments. Itis discovered .

that the urbar students performed betterthan their rural counterparts inthe achievement

forallenvironmental indices. the variation asrevealed in this study can be explained.
The students from urban schools are €xposed to amenities like home library, reading
table, electricity and electronic gadgets (radio, television and video) and privage
Yoruba teachers which afford them an edge over the rural siudents. Tt was also
‘observed that the urban schogls were more staffed than the rutal schools. These
therefore explain the reasans behind the difference existing in the performance ofthe
rural/urban students, '

From hypothesis two, it is discovered that there is no significant difference

between the achievement of students from high and low socio-economic statks,”

Table 2 reveals that the high socio-economic status srudents performed better than
theirlow-socio economic status counterparts with a high mean sorc 0124 430 23.96
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although the difference is not significant. This result agrees with that of Adelusi
(1978) who found that subjects from high socio-economic homes performed betier
than those from low-socio-economic homes. The non-significance of the difference
inachievementofboth Eroups could be asa result of the fact that students areexposed
to the same equal appalling school conditions where instructional resources such as
radio, television, video gadgets which could enhznce the teaching and leaming o

" Yorubalanguage are notavailable, There are programmes on the radio and television

that are presenicd on Yoruba language and lirerature- et which are baséd on the
syllabusofeither the JS or the §S. Such programmes could be recorded by the teacher
and relayed to the students, Special festival and cultural practices of the Yoruba
people coutd be brought to the classroom through the use of the video gadgets and
there is no doubt that students who are ¢xposed to such an enriching environment
would benefit maximally from it. The finding related to hypothesis three shows thai
there is ne significant difference in the achievement of subjects of educated and
illiterate parents in Yoruba. Although students of educated parents performed better
withamean score of 24.26 than those of illiterate parents witha mezn score 0f23.88,
the difference is not si gnificant. From the information clicited through the
questionnaire. 76% of the entire subjects had the problem of textbooks while the
attitude of parents ioward the subject is the same lukewarm all over the place. Most
parents do not want their wards to study Yoruba language. They prefer a situation
whereby their children would perform well in English Language only, Parents
should have assisted their children o leamn Yoruba language by speaking the
language with them, provide the texibooks and sometimes to narrate Yoruba

folkrales to them. Thesé might account For the reason why There is no significant

difference in the achievements lest in Yorubaofstudents from educated and illiterate
parents.

Conclusicn

A number of conclusions could be drawn from this study. It can be said that
cnvironment plays an important role in the acquisition of and achievementin Yoruba

counterparts, because the urban schools are better staffed and they enjoy the
provision of clectricity supply than those in the rural areas. Students’ problems can
also be traced back to the home. Some parents do not yet appreciate the relevance of
themothertongueinthe education of the child: This could account for the reason why
most of them refused 1o buy textual materials for their wards in the subject. The

schoot should educate parents more on the effectivencss of indigenous language and

the mother tongue indeveloping the child’s cognition when he has adequate linguistic
facility 1o communicate in the language. 1t is therefore recommended that the

b,
i
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govemnment at all levels should encourage the teaching of indigenous languages at
every level of education in Nigeria, that is, from nursery/primary to the tertiary
levels. Despite the fact that language provision for every level of education has been
stipulated in the National Policy on Education, it is sad to note that there is no
effective monitoring 10 ensure the full implementation of the provisions. The
govemment can come tp the aid of parents especially at this austere period by
acquiring and lending books to the students. The govermnment should make the rural

schools more attractive to both students and teachers. Rural areas should be provided

with basicsmenities and instructional materials including tibrary facilities provided
inthe schools. Special grants should be givento teachers posted to the rural schools.
Yoruba teachers and orher Nigerian langueage teachers should be given the kind of
allowance that is being enjoyed by the science teachers in order to encourage them,
School administrators should desist from prohibiting the speaking of Nigerian
languages in the schools as this can actually affect sudents” attitude negatively.
Teachers should also serve asmodels to the students. They should make their lessons
more motivaling and interesting. This can be made possible by keeping themselves
abreast of modem methods, approaches and technique of language teaching,
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