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Editors® Note
The elfort to institilionalize social stuches education in Nigeria, via the
+Iissvlnin:1tim} of relevant knowledpe, ideas and indings, is not only a desideratum, it
is also a conlinuous process. bn this vein, a team of select scholars have voiced their
minds, sugpestions and opinions on some aspeets ol social studies all gearcd towards
its firm establishment in the school curricula,
seholars who bave brilliant and mnovative ideas on social studies should make
them known through this journal - Secial Studies Quarterly.
' We are nol relenting ,54_1 publishing this journal.
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EHIIAN{_‘IN(: MATIONAL UNITY THROUGE MNIGERIAN LAMNGUAGES

L —

Stiomon O, Maldnde
Bepartngin of Corvienlum Studies
Frautly of Bdueailon
Lapos Siate.

i Inlradduction i

Lanpiage according o Mackey (1992: 1 U} is initially a sysie

-' become a system of commmmication. e sees it as the way a people has conceived its wniverse of

pereeption amb experiences and organtzed it inlo a systent of culture concepts, Language is the mind

¢ or soul ol a culture and it is also the most elfective vehicle for cultural acquisition, Languape is equally

e wost important in the learning process' (Hamghose 1992: 23).

R In the Mational Policy en Education (1981:9), recognition is given to the

R Lanpuage i the cducational process as it is seen
that,

m ol pepresentation before it can

Foart

G o bl ik

e

ekl ERA

imnorlance of
35 d means of presecving the peoples’ calture, ot auly
I H ey ]

)

The Governmeni cousiders it 1o e in the ierest ol national woity Ml each child

should be encourapei @ Tesrn one of i three nujor nnpapes oflger than his own
mmother tongue (P, 9 (1),
From the above, attestation s sivei o e |

act that indigenous languages plae vital roles in (e
t cducational system of a piven sociely, For ; y tmeaninglul and sotid educational foundation (o be Laid
¥ Inany soviely, it las to be rooted i e cully se of fhe people and be Fully integrated iuto the socicty that

oripinades i,

. However, it shoukd be noted that m ihilingueal and multicaliural socicties are usually faeed willy
L language conflicts and where suel situations renin wichecked, such socielies have suffered unrests,
¥ Instaliitity and national :[i.*iinltgr:uimi. Avcor ling to Pallasayak (199249, the eatire Soull Asia repicn
il 5 i an cxaniple of language contlicl, Mipevia is a nliflisgual ation lanvinng abowl A 10 languages (Mackey
BN 100 12) or 430 Bmganpes (Crazter amd Blenels 109492y,
L In spite of the moves by the preseat transitional governmenl foward national recomeiliation,
B Miperin is still fced with political fnstabily, tribalism, communal clashes literary to mention just a
lewe There is oo donbt il e infegration of Niperian nation has been seriously teeatencd in recent
years. The poitical logfins in our mation cannol be unconeeted witl: misunderstadings amongst the
4 oo political groups (Makinde and Opunbiyi 1998 - ).
1 Ikara (1967) and Danjo (1995) in Fdeiye (1996 123) have argued for the choice of a national
i ingage for the promotion of the national psyche and Geiliiation of natiomsl mobitization for eflective
4 I:Iurt-hrprm-n!. Hkara (1987} actually called Tor a rejection of English as a national language in Miperin.
Dherefore, tis wibler will endeavour to examine e various lanpuage (siation) options st could Tead
o the promotion of sational intepration in Miperia.

R - o

T e L e e e

AMultilingeal naed Multickborel Natore of Miperin

A From the birth of Mipedia as a nation, it bas lad 3 sopmlation of wltictnic, nltilingal

Fmulliculiueal heritape. As earlior dicated, about 430 indigennus Lnguages exisl in Miperia.
EMultilingualisn is not a fomure that is peewtiar o Migeria, Bven b countries like Brnundi, Lesatho,
somalin, Seyehelles, Swaziland, which could be said 1o b monolingual other nngunpes still cyis
st tiens however Hide e wiilber (Eamgbuse 1991 16.& 170, 10is the believe ol suqe il

|1:11 a single conmon languape is Mie most suitable model for mativeal futegration beeause of the benelins
ferivable From such an arrangenient whicl iiclude:
- Strengthening of national vnity
waking planiing easiey
absence of vinecessary dupdication af effur

Saredid Kiwey Chcerdeedp J00), Marely 2090




- atsence of commmication Eap between the elites i (he nis588
CLSUrHE miaxinngmn participation by all citizens in (he Zysient,

M
However, in spite of e emimeraled advantages, it shauld e noted that a deliberale :ni[cuq:l'
o employ fanguage A wWeapon o instroment for promating national cohesion in a multicultural and 3
multilingual uation withoi piving consideration for “wnity-indueing' factors could plunge the nation &
it chiaos, contlict tisunity and evenmal irreversible disintepration, {Isayer 1977:192) ciled l:l].r.
Eapliogse P991:16), Such atlempts had failed in India and Sti Lanka where indi and Shnfialese §
respeetively conld pot iy the nations it led 1o chaog, Bt |

There is no doubt ihat nndtilinpualizi is a barier 1o mational intepration (Schwarz 1965;39) 3
in Banpghose (1997: L1} bt Tanghose (199 L) aipines that | is not the basgape tha disimteprates bl 4
the attitude of the speabers and the sentinents and symbolisu attached fo such lanpuape. According (o8
i, (he real causes of disiegration in African cotnly e

£ are wconnected with lanpuage rhnr: : e

following: . g
- explodation of cllmicity by the elites in order (o gain political or econontic adlvantage: -Tq
- the probley of sharing scarce resomces with thes inevitalile competition (e, g, for julrs:; |
positions (acilities, ete.) IR b

. mieven development, al ity .

external instipation based on nationalist ie, ideological or religious motives (1" 15. 16). 1

Cultural pluralisn is observed 1o he 8

i 4 positive way, liac) linguistic group would like 1o defend its identity within the society, Admission ..1[
and employrient omperiunities shonld not be denied to anyone on the basis of Liis state of oripin. The i
Government cannol prefer one Eroup to another (Dopanid 1984:52), Indeed Niperians have certain
vonunon needs in spite of the different ethnie o iping and cultures, e

A permanent fact in Nigeria society and must be dealt willy 2

A
The Language Policy In Migerin

hit the: Mational Policy on Education (1981} paragraph 8 section L, the philusophy of Migerian iy, A
education stales that:  » £ E

Inaddition o appreciating the importance of language in the edue

alien process ayid gy
as ameans of preserving the people’s cullure, (he Govertment cotsiders it to be in ,‘;‘; by
the interest of wational unity that each ehild should be encouraged o learn one of the AR
thiee major lnguages, other than his own mother tongue, In this connection, the g

Govermment considers the three major languages in Higeria to be Hausa, Igho and
Yoruba, i

LI commendable on the frart of the Govermment that it tecognises the role of Niperian languages ju T

enlaneing natjonal unitr, As a resull of which every Nigetian ehild would liave (o learn one of the (heee :.’:.'
najor languapes, apart Trom his own nother longue, 1 other words, a Yoruba mother tonpue speaker S
could learn any of Hansa or febo Languape of either the tgbo or Hausa people, be also learns (he culture, SIS
ol the finpuiste cotmunity. This enhances il understanding, fricodiiness qnd slrengthens AEEEEN
tationalisn. y AR
The various constitwions in [y igeria (Richard's of 1947, Macpherson's of 1951, Lyftelton's 'f}‘r;.;-i?-t:
Ol 1954, 1960 and 1963) pave oflicial recognition to Lnglish Lanpuage, RS
In 1954, the constitution las reconumended Enplish in the South and English and Hausa in the 'ir»*_ i
Morth. The 1260 and 1563 constitution also maintained e satus gquo. The 1979 3wl 1090 constitutions g8
specified that the business of the National Assembly shouid be conducted in English and (he e
Migerian lanpuage (Awonus 1993: 5-8). It conld be setn that English had been imposed on Migerian GEE
by the British Colonial masters and up Gl this day, there has not been an alternative lo English i
language. While the Niperian languages is expected 1o be gie medivin of instiuction at the pre-prismary

fevel and the first thiree years of Primary Education, Lnglish is the medivm of instruction for primary i i
Fevue Aoy sl ek it (e Pusl-prlmary and post-secondary schools., "Erigt
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olving o Lingpa-Fronea: Probles

i ‘There is no doulit That evolving a national languaee for elfectiive communication in Migeria -
ek ;mul!ltlll[,u o andd multiculiveal state s a herealean task, Obasanjo and Mabogunje (ed) (1991 2000} hacd
i IElil'hhl‘:l thal elforts being made toward the search for o national b [ranca is Noukless amd time
}»asﬂub because the English Language provides an casy nieans of conmwnication muong the various
el ethnle proups bn the Mlgedan Soclely, Bamgbese (1971) remarks tha e cholee of o Migevian langunge
a5 a national language might be seen as an ioposition of a favoured ethnie group over the others. 'This
CW was 'ﬂmn}_,ly supported by Banjo (1993) who repards the Tuposition of any language as the linpua
I'r-mL:i a5 "a political keg of pon powder”. Gihers who contended against such imposilion include
waniyi (1995) aond Abmed (1989). Alimed added that suspicions altitudes of the speakers of he
inority languapes and problems of linguistics as repards the implementation including lack of adequate
infrastieture account Tor the Bilure of evalving a linpua lranca for Nigeria,
_ The political sination in Migeria as of now would not Tavour the selection of a Miperian
‘:L'_ iLanpuape as the lingua franca. 1t could tead todisimtepration instead of intepration. This view is also
- t hated by DTwara (1997:4) who observes el the development of local languages in Migeria will
liminate the danger that is posed o oational unity by (he enforcement of one national langnage on e

Evarious ethnie entitics fn the country. To bim, buguage choice is ™ bighly cnotive issue’ and *lanpuage

'-l‘..

e imposition is counter-productive’ in a world of denweratic revivals where equality of opportunities is
jT'.: preached inoa cullurally pluralistic selting, Therelore, in e nest sepment, the writer will present
s cirmiepies aimed at enbancing wational vuity throuph Miperian languages, =P

The following are strategies which could be employed in promoting national unity using
iperian Languages as veritable weapons:

E Tt g L e P .
; ;f-.-—.:*-_:_.--_.——sh.ﬂ‘-’--;?p"f?_'. e, | i =
W— A = S st
I S S

Il{'-f' miphasheing The Issue of Lingua Fraeca

' Due 1o the Fact that lanpuage choice is an emotive issue (Twara 1997: ciL it is expedient 1o de-
Qemphasis it 1038 better 1o diseard anssoe il would be scen ag an imposition by a more Favoarcd
L proup over the others, This 15 a tive when nadional reconciliation and mass participation in government

B

h],r abl the cthnic grovpings should be promeicd and encenraped troungh mass mobilization using (he {f
i : m,uru andl the mainor Figerian Tgpuages, ,‘.!
'; o urj'i !
,,I Emphasizing the Language of Wider Commuutleation (EAVC) g 'l
i’ In the Migerian selting the LWC i he anguage Ut is mosl popular amengst the egions. '4 it
PR Hence, the adoption of Tausa, Yoruba and Tpbo is a rellection of the three lanpuage poles in Migeria El} Ity
: lll:ﬂallr!r]mst: 1991:23) "Mt is o say, Thnsa s she Dangoape of Wider Commuuieation f the Morher EH |
n-"f egion, Yoruba 15 the Languape of Wider Connnication in (e Seuil West while Tghos is (he L |

4 ; . 1t d i 5 1 -
gLanpuage of Wider Communication in the South East. At the State and Local Government levels, the

i Language of Wider Conmunication can alse be identificd aml recopnised for teaching as subjeet in
the sclioels and also wsed as ibe medinm of insteoction inthe schools, Soelia guage shoulid be sed
Falong with Eoplish sl the major Migetim ngoage o that region al both (he state and local
M Government Assemblies,

L, S by e e
o oy

Sk

.’.. i Uromoting Inter-eglonal Lanpuape Learning i
i In consonance with the provision ¢f the Mational Policy on Education it a Mipesian child
@ shoulil learn a Migerian langnage other than bis own mother tongue MT, (his fdea should nol be
gconlined 1o the Jupior Seeondary School (055) level, 1 shiould be extended (o the Public and Privade
g workers, D this repard, (he Federal Govenmnent rough the Mational Instiiie for Migerian Languapes i E
should establish Migerian Language Tehelivg Centees (ML C) in every Local Government Uonghon 1? S
e Vederation 1o orpanize pan {ime. Ihth:i:im coteses for the public axd private workers neross '
it boardd for the leaming of at least oreaf e i ‘]J'i}r Migerian languages apart fromy the individual's M T,

g T AR
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