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Enhancing Indigenous Language
S Teaching and Learning Through
Instructional Media

SOLOMON O. MAKINDE
Department of Curricuium Studies, Lagos State University, Ojo

ABSTRACT :

Chie of the factors responsible for language ineffectiveness in schools is lack
of adequate and appropriate instructional media in the teaching and
learning of such a language. With the growing public awareness of the
importance of indigenous languages in the education of the child, and the
global transition into advanced technology, it is of necessity that indigenous
language teachers improve their grasp of the language not only in the content
knowledge but also in the pedagogical approaches with the ability to employ
relevant instructional media to enhance teaching and learning of indigenous

languages.

INTRODUCTION .

The importance of instructional media to effective teaching and learning
cannot be over-estimated, Many scholars have attested to the fact that
the employment of teaching materials in proper balance would surely
produce excellent learning results, Abiri (1980:35-41), Awoniyi
(1982:116-125), Akinpelu {1993) and Adeleke (1996:6-10) have
emphasised the relevance of elactronic media in the study of Nigeriar.
languages.

There is no doubt that the language of the twentieth century is
education. This has resulted in the population explosion witnessed in the
schools at the various levels today. Every instructional area (subject) must
therefore be handled effectively. While experts in other fields are trying
10 meet the challenges of the modern age, the indigenous language
teachers cannot afford to fold their arms, It has been established that
development of skills and attitudes like curiosity; ‘manipulative ability,
Spontaneous flexibility, initiative, industry, manual dexterity, mechanical

comprehension and the co-ordidétion of hand and eye would be best |

acquired through the mother-tongue as a medium of education (Fafunwa,

Macaulay and Sokoya 1989:10-11).
In this paper, instructional media would be examined not only =5

instructional aids but also as media of instruction for mdlgenm:.a
languages, especially in Nigeria.
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Instructional media, also known as educatjonal media, are deseribed by
Abimbade (1997:44-52) go 5 broad range of resources which can be used

learning process, They are educational and learning resource materials
{which may be audio, vi

Non-print media could pe re-classified into projected media and
fon-projected modia, The projected media include films (8em - 16mm),
microfilms, projector, OHP — [ransparencies, slides, filmstrips, opaque,
i, non-portable bulletin, models, puppets, etc, Activity (centred) media
which could be clagsified under non-projected include, according to
(Akinyemi, Talabi and Akinpelu 1992:91); experimentation, field trip
demonstrations, dramatic programmed instruction teaching machine,
computer assisted instruction, The print media could be in form of
texthooks, fictions, journals, lewspapers, magazines, posters, handouts,
programmed texts, ete,

Electronic Instructional Media (EIM) could be audio media like audio
tapes, records and radio or visual media like caleulator, computer and
electric board, and audio-visual Jike television, video Tfapes and films
(Abimbade 1997:46). For language teaching and learn
laboratoty is an essential facility,

While audio medig mostly appeal to the sense of hearing, the visua]
media rely on vision and the audio-visual media employ both sight and
sound, It could be seen therefore that for effective teaching and learning
especially the languages, it is essential to involve the sense organs. Abiri
(1980:36}) has it that language learning invalyvas Peiception through the
SENSe organs, and it is advantageous to promote multi-media perception

i order to ensure lasting impression. The primary objective of employing
instructional media in the teaching learning Process is to amplify

teaching, make it more effective and facilitate learning. However it must

oe siressed that such materials fennot cntirely be a substitute for the
teacher in the classroom situation, .

THE CONCEPTS oF TEACHING AND LEARNING

Teaching is a dynamic process and complex activity which facilitates
learning, Its complextty stems oyt of the fact that other variables such as
the subject matter, methods, media and human factors are involved,
While it should be noted that teaching can be viewed from the perspec-
tives of doctrine, brofession and instruction (Adeleke 1996:2),
instruction aspect would be more relevant here because of jts pedagogical
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00 - polllical, mass media and economie activities especially at
the grassroot, there is the need for an eftective application of modern

technology that would enhance the teaching and learning of the
languages,

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE
TEACHING AND LEARNING

As indicated earlier, instructional media could be used as instructional
aids and as a medium of instruction. There is no doubt that the language
laboratory is invaluabia in the teaching of language either at the first or
second language leval, It is unfortunate that this facilityis lacking in many
of our higher institutions, not to mention the primary and the secondary
schools. However, there are other resources through which language
could be taught and learnt effectively. Instructional resources used as
instructional materials or aids would be considered first,

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA AS INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS

The following consideration should guide an instructor in media
selection: the taste, the behavioural objectives, applicability of the
materials, pupils’ learning styles, availability of the materials and the
ability of the teacher (Abimbade 1997:47 . 49), ¢

In the teaching of grammar, a carefully prepared and well graded
substitution table would help students in the mastery of language
structural patterns (Obanya, Dada, Tlenado and Olowe, 1989:67). it also
helps o control vocabulary and structura) patterns in composition
writing. For example, 36 sentences can be derived from the table below:

Table I+ To teach Awe gholohun asaponle alasiko (adverbial clause of time)
& |

[ Ni ale ana Bola I I amala i

| Ni Osetio Baba agha 12 dodo at ews '

I Kofa Oluko wa f reso jolo ofu

| Ni pgan enf Ore mi f I I

-

Fot effective teaching of hoth listening and speaking skills,

(audio-lingual skills) especially in a multilingual situation, the use of

audio media like audiotapes would help to teach correct pronunciation,

stress pattern and tone. Pictures, flash cards, word charts, slides and slide

projectors would help in teaching vocabylaries. Of course, the chalkboard
would do a lot in helping to develop writing and reading skills. ,

13
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Oyal Ta nu un
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Teacher-student interaction is thus maximised.

EDIUM CF TEACHING
INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA AS MEDIUM GF TEACHI
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES | T Rt
Audio media, audiovisuals and printed nﬂ&dialcou & ?HE,J.,.I e
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award external desrees or the Nigeria Certificate 0! Fidu oL
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FERCEIVED LIMITATIONS AND SOLUTIONS

The fg!]r:rwing Problems are perceived ac milit
Use ol instructional medis for the t-'—ar:hf"lg_ of .

: ting against the effective
indigenous languages,

Inadequate Manpower

L

In the first place, there is the dearth of qualified indigenous langvage
teachers. Added to this is the fact that educational technologists wiho
L2

could design relevant instructional media for teaching and lea:s
mother tongue are relatively few. Hence, there is the need for the F=d

1
5 and

Government, educational administrators, and curriculum designe:
planners to review the language education programme in such 2 way
there would be adequate provision of instructional media or cu
materials. Even if teachers are trained but there iz no instructional media
to work with, no effective teaching of any language can be realised.

Finance

. The issue of population explosion in many of our schools is a problem
that can be effectively ameliotated with the provision of electronic madia
in the schools. The problem envisaged is that of availability of fund to
produce or provide the materials for all the schools. It is clear that
instructions programmed in audiotapes would assist the teacher in doing
less talking in the class, the financial implications of making the provision
for all schools with standard language laboratory might be unrealistic in
a depressed economy. However, money expended on education is an
investment that would eventually move the nation forward. .

CONCLUSION

The thrust of this paper has been an attempt at raising and examinin
issue promoting indigenous language teaching and learning through
instructional media. The benefits of a proper application of the
educational media have heen highlighted. While there are constraints to
the use of mstructional medis, it iz sxiomatic that an awsrsness of 2
problem is a prerequisite for solutions. It is hoped that governm
curriculum planners, teachers and philantropists would rise up to the
challenge so that very soon financial assistance, attitudinal changes
towards indigenous language, sustained academic activites ang oter
problems confronting curriculum development and implementztion, with
regard to indigenous languages, most especially in Nigeria will be solved.
For indigenous languages to occupy an incontestible place in the scientific
scheme of things in the 21st century, there must be notable improvement
and advancement in the irea of instructional media usage.
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the grassroot, there is the need for an efrective application of modern

technology that would enhance the teaching and learning of the
languages,

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE
TEACHING AND LEARNING

As indicated earlier, instructional media could be used as instruetional
aids and as a medium of instruction. There is no doubt that the language
laboratory is invaluahle in the teaching of language either at the first or
second language level, It is unfortunate that this facility is lacking in many
of our higher institutions, not to mention the primary and the secondary
schools. However, there are other resources through which language
could be taught and learnt effectively. Instructiona resources used as
instructional materials or aids would be considered first,

INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA AS INSTRUCTIONAL AlDS

The following consideration should guide an Instructor in media
selection: the taste, the behavioural objectives, applicability of the
materials, pupils’ learning styles, availability of the materials and the
ability of the teacher (Abimbade 1997:47 . 49),

In the teaching of grammar, a carefully prepared and wel] graded
substitution table would help students in the mastery of language
structural patterns (Obanya, Dada, lanada and Olowe, 198 F167). It also
helps to control vocabulary and structyral patterns in composition
writing. For example, 36 sentences can be derived from the table below:

i

Table I: To teach Awe gbolohun asap

onle alasilo (adverbial clause of time)

Ni ale ana Bola J amala -fl
NiQOsetiog Baba agha j2 [ dodoati ewa i
| koja Oluko wa ireso jolo ofy "

Ni osen oni ] Ore mi i

B

Fot effective teaching of both listening and speaking skills,

(audio-lingual skills) especially in a multilingual situation, the use of

h correct pronunciation,

stress pattern and tone. Pictures, flash cards, word charts, slides and slide

Projectors would helpinte aching vocabularies, Of course, the chalkboard
would do a ot in helping to develop writing and reading skills, ,
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Egba: Le sii yan
Ova: Tanu un
Awori (Ota): Le si wa abbl. i .
audi uld enhance the teaching
i enres on audio tapes wou . teac
Ccrllectl?n nfjfzjril literature. In Yorjiba, there arel E?‘E}gfs:&-:l&;
= Jecf;ir:tnixgch as Odolaye Aremu (dadakuada r:hanter]t:ﬂia r:] nj[im : fst
Eﬁzﬁzh&;nmr} Lanrewsju Adepoju (] E;ldllﬁ g Fnl ziezisglc:f ‘r:;; m::md st
: the po
rded cassettes of some of the | ; ; : 20
: {mbdﬂfoﬂfﬁa students. Headphones in the !anguaﬂtl' ]?f:ﬁeiﬁm
i;:g E:-::- control and correct arﬁculaturydprcihle_n? of mﬂ &F.;li ;}E )
ia li i television w
i dia like viden, films an . bkt
; Ele-::tcrl?imc ::];Ewritten literature and topics on customs and gi:gllgnbe
- tt?:es nﬁ%r instance, play or novels in indigenous langu?]fe o
E:;:d antli filmed or recorded on videotapes ti; Eupg}::;g;z o malrjagﬂ
i ices like !
ion. Indigenous cultural prE}ctlc . | i
E?rp'zimf::'::?ai festiial and technology like soapm:alﬁmf. Lm:g Srh: rGe;Sé uare
; ; i i ntact with the cul i
ideo-tapes to bring the learners in co i
EEE‘-;:;: v?r;in the classgrm:rm wilfbe as 51lenll and sombre as the gravey
Teacher-student interaction is thus maximised.
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INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA AS MEDIUM OF TEACHIN
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES dia could be effectively

: : sdiovisuale and printed media cou Sl
Audio media, audicvisuals = ion for indigenous lansuares and an area
:mdj v?d as medium of nstruction Fm'h.d:gclfﬂt—-ﬂ lla_;gaugcs u:i:s ‘,‘j_*h;
th I; E:; d_ihr_c.t-:u-mes to mind is that of distance learning pragi’éﬂ teld by

1 ! : lemen i
Euam;c?nesi is the printed media which could L = fTuPh? ‘ m?aas-"x
. clratrh e zoale FFtas e
Hustrations. diaccame, Bluentints snd sketches uIﬂ:ﬂ:_F:_ s
LJUSLratlnEb. ; E,—?_qg..;.--..-_ become ‘i_'l-._api,.'i_:i.:ﬂ' il fedan u-u:_.- y Elajgs;us.
~DITéspondence education ha = 5 £ i Iniversity a
UHi;"E:‘iitiF“’- like the, University of ]haﬁzgl thrd :t]: ct}nélijlcatgon (NCE)
o ; i Ertiric

i e degre; : ﬁF‘lthe “NTE;E]'?*? nal Teachers' Instittite, Kaduna

i . jes hke the MNatio = 7] 5
1|-"'-"'1 ] Etlf_‘lﬂﬂl lifll:l jies like th 1 e ﬁﬂd
Di:ffl:lr c:.l]?:es leading to the award of Teachl?rﬂ _Grgde Il Ciﬂi‘t;ﬂ;ues to
the NCE. Print materials could be prepard in md;fanﬂus S
help distant learners most especially the L2 lea;]:: r'ﬂgrarnmed in print

Instructions in indigenous languages S p ip-tapes, computer
(books, manuals. ete.) and or electronic media like aud.n—tﬁr] B ¢ -.;Etion
L T8y 1 i S, X ations in edu

: ke e of the innov

as med instruction is on : ts to
: TPrclngramf instructional strategy which would eanable the students {
ny 311*'1“5' self-instrictior ; H 997: 126). Oral genres like Rara,
learn at their own pace (Abimbade 1997; 126).
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