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FOREWORD

Trends In Nigerian Educational Development isnbmke;qanntingfrornthe
1998 ‘Faculty Annual Conference of the Faculty of Edu+cat|m, I:.agns State
University. : )

Thist':mkisaﬁmhermtuirrpmﬂnquaﬁtynfadmahm, It highlights
the issues of past and present problems in education and proffers solutions ft_;r
their amelioration. This attempt, it is hoped will assist all who have stakes in
Nigeﬁaned;mﬁm,inﬁcingﬂuduﬂmgaaufmmﬁ?niqthﬂnmdmﬂmM
because it is produced specifically with their interest in mind,

Thubmkﬂﬁchhdividedintuwﬁwschpsﬂxhsmhuumﬁnm
seasoned and respected scholars from across the country. |

Itism}rsimmhupcﬁutﬂnmmhnmdrhisbmkuuﬂdﬁndnvmha:dy,
useful and interesting. o

Prof. B. B. Oderinde
Dean, Faculty of Education,
Lagos State -University.




AN ADDRESS BY DEAN, FACULTY OF EDUCATION, LAGOS
STATE UNIVERSITY, PROFESSOR L O. OSAFEHINTI,
AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 6TH CONFERENCE
OGN EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN LAGOS STATE
HELD AT THE LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY OJO,
28TH JULY, 1558.

M’I_"_F_hairman, The Honourable Commissioner for Education, Lagos State, Chief
Yékinl Ajac, The Vice-Chancellor, Lagos State Umiversity, Professor Fatiu
..ﬁﬂ%ﬁ“.’?lﬂ Akesode, The Principal Officers of Lagos State University, Guest
Speakers, Keynote Address Presenter, The Permanent Secretary, La'g'c:s State
Mu‘slfftwof Education, The Permanent Secretary, Lagos State Primary Education
‘Bard, Heads of Other Tertiary Institutions in Lagos State, Deans of Faculties,
Heads of Departments, Members of the Diplomatic corps, Distinguished Members
o{: the Press, Distinguished Students of the Faculty of Education, Other
Dtstinguishﬂd Guests, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen.

i ~11 i§ my great pleasure and privilege to welcome you all to the Faculty of
Ei:{ufaﬁun LASU for the 6th Conference on Education in collaboration with
Lagos State Ministry of Education,

Ti_'us t_:mf'erenoe is unique in every respect, It is the first time that the Faculty
Df_ Education, Lagos State University would organise a conference in collaboration
with any arm of government, We hear of North-South collaboration, South-
South collaboration for international, regional and sub-regional cooperation for
crosls-fcrnhzatmn of ideas, exchange of information, and for mutual support in
30315_11.- cultural, economic and educational matters. The Faculty of Education is
staring a W”abﬁl‘?ﬁon from home base with an armof gm-'emmént that formulate
policies -'i"_d sustains education. Tnday, we have in our midst, the Commissioner
of Education, the Permanent Secretaries, Directors of Education and host of
th-::us-::lux'hu are concerned with education in this State. Thus, this collaboration is
working and | am sure that the proceedings of this conference will be taken by
them and translated into government action. This is just the beginning, we hope
to extend this collaboration bevand the State to the Federal level and to the
outside world in future.

Permit me ladies and gentlemen, to make some brief remarks about the theme
of this conference. In the past few vears every level of education in this country
has been afflicted with one problem or the other, Faculties for quality education
in terms of human and materials resources have been grossiy inudcq-u:n.a:. There
is the menace of* Psvcho-social problems among which is, examination
malpractice, which has become a devastating integral part of our educational
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svstem from Primary to tertiary level to the extent that gavernment promulgated
a decree against 1t and now tougher measures are now being put in place to
minimize it. We are explosion - while enrolment expanded at all levels, facilities
remain the same for many vears, At tertiary level. we are confronted with over-
crowding and over-subscription of pmfass_immi courses thereby leading to over-
stretching of the already insufficient facilities, There isalso the problem of having
to cope and deal with a generation of leamers who have no regard for societal
values and respeet for elders and constituted authoritics.

At graduation ceremonies, graduants are awarded degrecs based on the
declaration that they have found worthy in character and in leaming. | wonder
how many of these University, Poly, College authorities can vouch for the
characters of their products which they have publicly proclaimed worthy, Even
the learning itself could be questionable. Today, education which is the badrock
of any nation's development is being threatthed by poor input and output qualities,
and by increased wave of indiscipline amongst staff and students which has
graduated into lawlessness and cultism in our institutions, not only at the tertiary
level but even at the primary school level.

The quality of teaching and research have deteriorated at the tertiary level
because of the over-crowding, poor physical facilities and lack of resources for
current textbooks, educational materials, laboratory equipment and consumabiles
and even maintenance.

It is not as i funds are not been released by gavernment but itis not sufficient
and that which is released is engulfed by the effect of enrollment expansion and
inflationary rate. The situation is not better as the lower levels of the educational
system. There are primary and secondary schools w here pupils/student sit and
write on bare uncemented floor because of lack of desks and benches and where
are not tables and chairs for the class teachers. In some places students construct
their own seats desks and benches,

The problem have seriously affected the educational delivery systems at all
levels to the extent that standard of education has become questionable right
from the primary to the tertiary level of the edu cational svstem. Nigerian graduates

are now being rejected or made to take qualifying tests before they are admitted

into higher degree programmes in other countries, Apart from few government
owned schools, quality in education could only be found in private institutions
where fees are charged, Consequently, quality education which was intended to
be available to all citizens at least to secondary school level has turned out to be
for only privileged few who can afford to pay forit -2 situation we refer to as
educational vulnerability,

Ifthis is how far we have come in education, we have every cause l0 express
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fears about the future, particularly as we move into the next millenrium.

If there is also the need to catch up with the rest of the world in modern day

development. The world has been rendered not a global village through science
and technology. While these advanced countries have e-nailed their correspondence
systems and tap executive meetings and shall size conferences are held through
electronic media and man-made gadgets perform sophisticated functions in pla::c
of human beings and information svstem computerized and acessed via the inter-
net, we at the close of the country still depend on postal system which carry
stamped letters that never reach their destinations, we have i:ll|l35 of files in our
offices some of which carry over ten vears of heavy dust on them and spend
hours on and at meetings for which we have travelled over long distances.
M If we must catch up with the advanced countnes of the world in the new
areas of development (in the new dispensation) become active members of the
global village and stop being consumers of finished products in the next century :
we must realign the curriculum content of our science and provide appmpriai;
meansluf implementing them at all levels of the educational system.

It is apainst this background that the theme of the conference is selected to
deal '_n:_lﬂ} such issues that relate to the ways and means of meeting and sustaining
the required standard of education at all levels that would address the needs of
the 2 1st century Nigerian society, As we approach next millennium, there is the
need to measure and quantify the changes and pattemns in access to education
coverage of education, efficiency of operation and guality of education as the:-
are now, in order to provide a strong base for the future, These indicators determine
the edug:a.tmnal cllewlopm ent and sustainability of any nation. The extent to which
plans can be made for a sustainable education for a society. It has hawever been
fnun_::i that ﬂ:e__major problem in sub-sharan countries is fh:: inability to sustain
qual.n}"educgtmn because of the lack of needed empirical information, Gcnerhaﬂv
the 1nf::::urmqtla_n we have ig not what we want, the information we 'I.'fant is mr:r;

what we need and the information we need is not available for us to mak
it s to make proper

: This conference will examine the past, the present and consider the challenges
which lie ahead so that we can build an effective and sustainable education Ei;:r.;n'
the years ahcrfd._ThE concern would be to insight into the existing capacities and
problems afflicting education as we move to the end of the century. examine the
challenges ahead and sugpest action plans for creating and susfa:ininﬂ U:’i“h'
education in the years ahead far bevond the year 2010 i
mmﬂ::tr: 3::3::?:;2“13;?1; ]:hallgngcs facing t.he aperation of education as we

.fﬂ.l.‘.quﬂli.h"_ guttiﬁg: e 4 '3|5¢ lm:]u_l:lt: meeting the human and material need
¥ ng real political commitment to substantial funding of education,
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managing and eradicating psycho-social problems among vouths, providing
effective guidance and counselling services to our youths, ensuring that cu rncular
offerings match the needs of the individual and the society, training retraining of
personnel in education at government and classroom levels for better efficiency.
Suffice it is to mention these few ones in this address ad more would be covered
as this conference progresses.

At this conference we shall focus attention on leamers achievement, school
facilities, information on new entrants and enralment, social problems,
communication, health practices, personnel management, curricuium offerings,
funding and politics as they relate to education’and how they could be managed
for the sustenance of uality education in the years ghead.

[ have no doubt in my mind that the business of this conference will be well
handled, Eminent people wheo are connected with education in Nigeria at the
policy making level, implementation level or at the monitoring level have been
invited to do justice to the sub-themes listed for conference.

| want 1o place on record the tremendous support the faculty of Education
has received from the University anthority for organizing this conference. The
%ice-Chaneellor, Professor Fatiu Ademola Akesode has particularly shown a lat
of interest and support for the canference. We in the Faculty ot Education
appreciate the support and say thank you.

My appreciation goes 10 the Permanent Secratary, Lagos State Ministry of
Education, The Permanent Secretary Lages State Teaching Service C pmmission

(=i

and the. Chairperson Lagos State i'rimary Education Board for matting the

collaboration possible and by provide a supp ort for various heads of schools and

pupils to attend the conference. | sincerely thank you all.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I believethat you will have a rewarding
and interesting experience in this conference and that you really enjoy the friendly
environment of the Lagos State University, Ojo Campus.

On behalf of the staff and student of the Faculty of Education, I welcome
you all once again to this conference.

Chairman, Honourable Commissioner for Education, Chief Yekini Ajao,
the Vice-Chancellor, Lagos State University, Professor Fatiu Ademola Akesode,
Principal Officers of the Umversity, Permanent Secretaries, Deans of other
“Faculties, Guest Speaker, Distinguished Keynote Speakers, Distinguished Ladies
and Gentlemen, Thank you for listening

Professor 1,0, Osafehinti
Dean, Faculty of Education,
[.agos State University, Ojo.
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AN ADDRESS BY THE SPECIAL GUEST OF HONOUR,
HONOURABLE COMMISSIONER FOR EDUCATION,
LAGOS STATE, CHIEF Y. A. AJAQ,

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE SIXTH CONFERENCE
ON EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN-LAGOS STATE,
HELD AT THE LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY, 0JO, LAGOS,
ON TUESDAY, 28TH JULY, 1998

Mr. Chairman, The Vice-Chancellor, Lagos State University, Permanent
secretary, Ministry of Education, Lagos State, Permanent Secretary, Lagos State
Teaching Service Commission, Kevnote Address Presenter, The Director,
UNESCO Nigeria, Principal Officers of the Lagos State University, Rectors of
Polytechnics, Provosts of Colleges of Education, Deans of Faculties, Heads of
Departments, Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Gentleman of the Press,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, *'

I am particularly pleased to be part of this occasion, and I gladly join the
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Fatiu Ademola Akesode, in welcoming vou all to
Lagos State University on the oceasion of the 6th Conference on Educational
Development in Lagos State organised by the Faculty of Education, Lagos State
University,

The choice of the theme for the conference is apt, considering the problems
that have been facing education in the past few years. We have the problem of
dwindling economy, unpredietable school calendar, particularly at the tertiary
level, occasioned by staff strikes and students' unrest which, in recent times,
have culminated in cultism in many campuses across the nation. Many of these
problems have had a lot of negative impact on the quality of education generally
and its contingent problems and the resultant effect on standards which seem to
be growing worse over the vears, it is just logical to prepare ourselves now for
the next millennium by examining our past gains and failures and put in place an
action plan for sustaining education at all levels in the twenty-first centurv.

The focus of this conference on educational development in Lagos is very
timely as we are entering another millennium. It is gratifying to note that the
conference will, among other things, examine the role expectations of
governments, government agencies, various unions and the private sector in
promoting and sustaining education for the needs of the twenty-first century
Nigeria society.

I congratulate the Faculty of Education, Lages State University for organising
this conference, for stock-taking with a view to paving wavs for a better future
for education in this country. in general, and in Lagos State, in particular, for the

X

vears ahead. [ am happy to inform this august gaths:ring matl La;us St?m-
Government has not relented in her efforts to sustain and _mamt?m _]l;:,ua. ity
education in spite of the poor financial ammlsphere that prcva!t? e'.'c{_ul'rh ::l'ﬁ.

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen,. Islmcercly harp&lt!}a!. vou wil ;.v:: a:-i
interesting and stimulating conference sessions on sustaining ¢dlllcat:on :n;.
levels if vou all show concern about the present status of raducaman_andl e
suggestiﬁns for actions that will make fort better and quality education. 1\;rgr:
vou 1o be actively involved in the discussions and can assure you that those
concerned with the provision of education in this State will ﬁpd your suggegtmthns
useful for the improvement of education m thz-,*St‘ata, p_rowded they are in the
realm of practical reality rather than in an idealistic setting.

Ladies and gentlemen, I wish you happy and successful deliberations,
Thank vou.

Chief Y. A. Ajao, :
Hon. Commissioner for Education.

28th July, 1998,
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CHAPTER 12

CHARACTEROLOGY IN FAGUNWA'S OGBOJU ODE:
. NINUITGBO OLODUMARE .
IMPLICATIONS FOR CAREER COUNSELLING

MAKINDE, SOLOMON OLANREWAIU

Abstract
The relevance of literature towards National development cannot be overrated.

It is an undebatable assertion that literature has the potency to mirror and
measure the degree of a nation s development in the areas of education, politics,
economics, sclence and technology. National development entails annexing all
available human and material resources within the aisposal of a nation towaras
realisation of the national goals and objectives. Every individual within a sociefy
has certain abilities, interest, pecularities, personality fraits and some other
characteristics which when recognised and maximally utilized would go a long

way to moving such a nation forward to meeting the challenges of a |

technologically advancing world. This vision was caught by Fagunwa while
presenting the seven major “Generals" in Ogboju-Ode. Thus, the need fo
examine the characterology of this masterplece because of its implication for
career counselling in a multi-ethnic nation like Nigeria cannot be over

overemphasived

Introduction
The indispensability of literature to the society cannot be overestimated, Literature

has the potentiality to mirror issues such as the educational system, secio-political
events, economic svstem, scientific and technological developments of a particular
country. Literature is a mirror through which a society can look back and see
into the past; lock up and see the greatness of the Almighty; look down and see
the resources packaged therein by nature. It also looks around and discusses
contemporary issues, and locks forward to make a meaningful projection into
the future.

Literature serves as a form of entertainment toeradicate boredom and stress.
It is also educative as the reader is exposed to happenings within and without his
domain. Literature also performs therapeutic functions by providing answers to
compounded pyscho-social situations a man might be exposed to. Literature can
also be a potent weapon to correct evils and misdeeds in the society through its
satiric functions.
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Characterology has to do with the way characters are portraved in any literary
ext (Drama, Novel, Poetry). For the novelist, or poet or dra matist or pl;iﬂrng ht
to achieve or realise his or her thematic intentions, the issus of characterization
must be taken care of. This is sobecause characterization is an integral aspect of
literature, Characters are fictional individuals presented by the novelist in the
course of telling his story into the major and the minor characters. The major
character is the dominant person in the story while the minor characters are there
to give more information on the dominant character.

Fagunwa could be described as one of the greatest novelist in Africa. Although
he wrote his novels in Yoruba language {one of the Nigerian Languages) his
message cuts across cultural and national boundaries. He wrote the following
novels: Ogboju Ode Ninu Igho Irunmale in 1935 and published in 1938; Jgbo
Olodumare (1949); Ireke Onibudo (1949); Irinkerindo Nime Igho Elegbeje (.I 9543
Adiitu Olodumare (1961) and some other books (Ogunsina 1992) but
r.:hamc_:t-:rrizatim would be examined in Fagunwa’s Ogboju Ode in this study.

It is characteristic of Fagunwa to use these two categories of characters: the
human and the superhuman (Ogunsina 1992:29), This writer would examine
seven out of the human characters employed by Faguniva in Ogboju Ocde.

The seven “Generals™” in Ogboju Ode are selected purposely to identify their
contributions in the novel and to highlight the implications of same for career
choice and guidance counselling in any society.

Characterization in Literature

Literary artists employ mytiads of methods to present charactersin their works
ta the audience or readers. Characterization which is an indispensable tool in
any literary text conveys to the reader what sort of people the author writes
about and how he makes the reader get to know and understand them (Murphy
1978:161). '

In novels, characters are presented as fictional persons. They could be
f:lassiﬁed inte major or minor, A major character occupies a dominant position
in the novel while the minor characters are presented to complement the activities
of the major character for the purpose of achieving the thematic intention of the
author.

There could be more than one major character in a novel but the most dominant
of them is known as the hero and we could also have the villain. The hero is the
central character of many novels (not all novels are written around a hero) while
the villain is the one who opposes the hero (Murphy) 1978:159), Meanwhile, a
hero is the male dominant character while a herginz is the female dominant
character,
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A character could be classified as being flat or round. When the novehst
remains on the outside of characters by merely telling the reader about them,
such characters will not be life-like. These are flat characters, To create fully
rounded and life-like characte?, the novelist should not just telf the reader about
{hem, he should be able to place them in interesting situations and engage them
in meaningful activities. The novelist should be able to demonstrate his power of
pyschological penetration (Palmer 1986:13). To show his p}’schulﬂgicgl
penetration capacity the novelist reveals the character’s personality through his
thoughts, actions and the dialogue (Watt 1957:13).

The author according to Murphy (1978:161-173) could employ some ways
or methads to make his characters understandable to the audience or readers. He
could give the character his own personal description or present the character as
scen by other characters and the views of others within the society. The author
can also present the character through his speech to show his view, opinions,
ideas, mannerism and reactions to situations. Other methods include: author's
presentation of the past life of the character; direct comment of the author an t_‘ne
character, revelation of the character’s thought by the author; the actions, activites
and contributions of the characterthroughout the literary text; the use of names

and symbols,

Factors Affecting Career Choice

Freud in Olutola (1986:23) considers the basic requirements of human existence
as “To love and to work.” Work here has to do with those profitable activities
undertaken by man for his susteinance.

According to Olutola (1986:127) career could be seen as “a general work
description that often includes vocation, profession and even occupation.” What
caresr a child would take up when he is of age has indsed been a cause of
concern for parents, teachers and manpower planners.

While discussing those factors that tend to move an individual towards career
choice, Super (1953) presented the self concept theory (that requires self-
recognition on the part of an individual.and realization of his similarities with
others) and the developmental pyschelogy which reveals those developmental
stages an individual passes through with the attendant impheations for appropriate
voeational behaviours.

People differ in their abilities; interests, aptitude, personalities and talents,
Every occupational choice demands a peculiar charasteristic disposition of
interests, abilities, personality traits and some degres of endurance. These
considerations gannot be overlooked while discussing a vitul issue such as cereer
choice. However, it should be added that in most cases, there is a strong
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relationship between an individual’s charactenstic disposition and his choice of
occupation. In a nutshell, an individoal’s interest, aptitude, talents and other
factors such as mimmum educational requirements, period of training or
arichtation, general conditions of service and the social status and prestige attached
io a particular career are determinants of his choice of career.

Characterology of the Seven “Generals” in Ggboju Ode"

Ogboju Ode ninw Jgbo Irunmale narrates the story of Akara-Oogun the hero in
the book who is the son of a great hunter and a wicked witch. He is also a great
hunter who makes three major hunting expeditions into “Igbo Trunmale” (the
forest of a thousand demons). In his first journey into the mysterious forest, he is
initially scared by the innumerable fairies. He has to escape with his magical
power only to return after re-arming himself. He encounters a lot of hardships
and the most turbulent is the terrible fight he has with Agbako (the sixteen-eved
manster).

A vear after his retum from the first expedition, he mads the second trip to
the same forest where he has terrible confrontations with. wild animals, ghosts,
fairies and gnommes. Akara-Oopgun becomes so famous for his hunting skiil in
his two outings that the king of his town invites him and sends him as a leader of
& contingent of other hunters to collect an unidentified object (that would help in
moving the town into greatness) from & sage named “Iragbeje” of Oke Langbodo
{2 town bevond Igho Trunmale). Apart from Akara-Oogun (the leader) there are
six others who are equally great i their own respects. Thev are: Kako, Imodove,
Mohun-Iyvo, Elegbede-Ode, Efove and Aramada-Olkunrin. The profile of these
seven characters will be examined shortlv, It was not an easy journey for the
hunters,

At last, they reach their destination {Oke Langhodo) and after a warm
reception by the king, they are sent to Iragbeje who exharts and teaches them
much wisdom about the vicissitudss of life. After completing their assignments
in Oke Langbodo, the contingent st out on their return journey with a letter and
presents for their king but fow of the members of the team and only two of the
seven main warriors (Akara-Oogun and Imodoye) arrived home.

Profiles of the Seven ‘Generals’
According to Bamgbose (1974:77-78) Fagunwa adopts these four methods to
depict his characters:

= Sketching character by physical description.

- presenting character through a symbolic representation

- giving the historical sketch of a character with strong reference to
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genealogy.

- the use of names. _
These four methods could be seen vividly demonstrated in the profiles of the

seven “Generals.” Meanwhile, going by Palmer’s c]as:i{:'mation nf' !charicwr:
into flat and round, a close look reveals that all the seven “Generals™ are roun

characters,

Akara-Oogun . .
As earlier mentioned, Akara-Oogun who happens to be the hero is rt:]: som '::
Olowo-aye and Ajediran, He is a great hunter and possesses supematural powe

that beats the imaginations of witches and wizards, This is gﬂtrayaq in the n;:iﬂ
Akara-Oogun as he himself declares in his response to the King of his town thus:

Akara-oogun ni mi nitodto, bi oruko mi .ti
ri na ni emi paapaa ri; oso ko le je mi, aje
ko le pa mi lara, elebo laogunlka le ri mi
ghe se. (p. 49). (Akara-gogun is my name
indeed, [ am just like my name; no wizard ,
can consume me, no witch can harm me,
no herbalist can molest me).

From the novel, his leadership qualities are obvious. He manifests his
perseverance and organizational abilities in the way he assembles the other hunters
and co-ordinates the contribution of everyoene in pursuance of a common Eﬂﬁl'.l‘
He leads the contigent to Oke-Langbodo and Ihe a_lr_yu Eem:ls‘ then? back t:, 15
town, He adds his organizational qualities to his military orentation and he is
able to lead well. He does not force his ideas on the others. He is a democratic

leader.

Kako ) _
Kako is one of the seven major huntars that leads the journey of the contigent to

Oke Langbodo. His moather is an “egbere” and the father an ‘131:\;'{:[?:“ {x;mrn:
spirits). Because he resembles human beings the parents dl.llmp hjhj,: }.111 a argd
opening of an Ako tree, It is a hunter who sees him that brings ?mé ]an

names him Kako, Kako is a vouthful friend of .ﬂka:fa—c_rogun._ﬂt the age of twe ve,
he kills a leapard and makes the bone of one of its tighs his cudgel helnte hchl's
called Kako Onikumo-Ekun. (The man with the !mpard u_:udge;]l. It is on his
wedding day in [gbo-Nla that Akara-Oogun sees ]'1_1m and g1_w:slh1m the hl,?g_s 5
invitation to Ole-Langbodo. He accepts the call without hesitation and realising

1608
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that his new bride stands on his way to honour the King's call, he beheads the
werman, He is instrumental to the killing of wild a animal and the destruction of
multitude of weirds in the citv of Birds. He fights gallantly with “Were-Orun”
and defeats “Agbako.” He yses his military might to defend the contigent, The
killing of*his wife nd his assault against the King of Birds bring some troubles
upon his colleagues. On their return from Oke-Langbodo, he gets lost at the
River of Blood.

Imodoye

Imodoye in Ggboju Ode is related to Akara-oogun from the latter’s maternal
lineage. At the age of ten, he was taken away by Aaja (a fairy known to be
carrying persons into the wilderness for between three and nine vears to instruct
them in magic and ail kinds of medicines; is also said to be travelling in a
whirldwind (CMS 1974:23). Imodoye is taken away for seven vears and eats an
alligatorpepper per day throughout the period of his stay with Aaja. He is brou ght
up to become an excellent magician, a wise and knowledpeable man and indeed
his name Imodoye literally means knowledge combines with understanding. This
is demonstrated in the powerful valedictory speech which excites the contigent
into strong determination to work in unison for the achievement of a national
cause. When they are challenged by Ogongo-baba-eve; his words of wisdom
serve as a deliverance for them from a crisis situation. He is a good adviser. He
would have been a good lawver and an efficient Public Eelations Practitioner of

today.

Olohun Iyo

He falls in the fourth position smong the ‘Generals’. He is deseribed by the
author as the most handsome, the best singer and the best drummer among men.
He sings incantatious songs. When he drums smoke is emitted and when he sings
his mouth emits fire His incantatious song charmed the fearful creature Ery
(Fear) into running away. At the instruction of Iranlowo in the citv of birds,
Olohun-Iyo sings to remind Kako of what to do to destroy the faires, When the
contingent were nearly distracted by the heavenly music, Imodove instructs
Olchun-Iyo to sing and beat his drums. His musical rendition revives them except
that one Kelie-Okun left them taking the road that leads to heaven. To bea good
musician, one must be able to express himself well, he must be creative and be
able to influence the emotions of others like Olahun Iva.

Eleghede-Ode
This is the number five man among the seven “General® He is broughtup among
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the animals. The mother abandons him in the forest because h{: is born with three
eves. He grew up among the gorillas, The authml presents him 2s .:'1 strong and
a;ggressi.ve man. He came to live in the town later in life m the King’s placad.sge
King present him with a gun-which he uses for his hunting. He understands t ;
languages of bird and animals and he is_pmverﬁ:! than_the lion. He has a speci :
body frame that is neither subject to pain nor penetration of any object {nadﬂ o
iron. Today, Elegbede-Ode would have b_t'ﬂl‘l a good material for tur?sttrg,
architecture, linguistic and military. By the time the hunters are entrapped in . e
forest (Igbo Irunmale) for three days, Elegbede-Ode hears of the way out for
them from the conversation of two birds.

Efoye E :
Efove is not an indigene but he volunteers to join the contingent to Oke Langbodo,

There is one thing unusual about him instead nfhajrs he has small featuF&G lll‘LE
the birds prowing all over his body. The wings on his arms are used for flights in
the face of danger while on hunting cxpeditiml':s. Hr:“usm c_E?t‘tms to ?o\rc_r thsf
wings. Efove has a mysterious asrow given to him by “Sokoti” the blac}\smlt;ri 0

heaver. He has the instruction of Sokoti not to shout more than seven arraws in
a dav if he would enjoy his support. By mistake he sh{_mts more than seven
arrows in an attack against Agbako and Sokoti gets dis pllea.sed. Efoye and
Elegbede-Ode did not return with the others. In a hunting exercise the duo become
faires in the forest, If Efove were to be alive today, he would have been a good

material for aviation and foreign service.

Aramada Okunrin . o 5
This man is related to Efove’s father, He is seventh among the main hunters. He

has an extraordinary nature. He feels cold when the weather is hot, and in cold
weather he is warm. He takes the advantage of his unusual nature to destroy
“Were-Orun” (the mad one from heaven) as Kako and Elﬂghflzderﬂde c?uid not
crush him (Were-Orun) because of the flame of fire that emits from his body.
Aramada Okunrin who develops a cold fights the flamy creature for two hours
without being bumt, He represents people who can work in the areas such as
oc{:anngraph;r, oil exploration and such hazardous vocations.

Implication for Career Counselling : . . -
As a literary text, Oghoju-Ode is no doubta good rqailcna] ﬁ:_rr inculcating ﬁtht;a

values into Nigerians, especially the vouths. Nigzria 1s passing thrpugh a pcrtad
when national unity is crucial for the survival and continued existence of the
eountry, Fagunwa’s novel, though written about fifty yvears ago contamns workable

I
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clues that could help in moving Nigeriux forward and assisting us 10 achicve
national aims and objectives,

The characterology of the seven main hunters in Oghoju Ode has revealed to
all what human beings could achieve when united in purpose of aspiration The
seven hunters possess different abilities and potentials which are effectively
hamessed to achieve a commaon goal. Each contributing his own quota by making
use of his talents and acquired skills, Everyone of them was a specialist in his
own field and none is denied any available apportunity to perform
The psychological and socio-emotional problems facing the vouths of today
undetlies the need for effective Guidance services in our schools at various
edycational levels (Makinde 1989:4). Durojays (1972) is of the belief that as a'
society grows in sophistication, it needs to grow in guidance services. He added
that individuals have peculiar characteristics which amount for the disparity in
abilities and potentialities. Wrong choice of careers among students has not only
contributed to the rate of unemployment in Nigeria, it has contributed to low
productivity as many so called specialists find themselves in careers that are
unrelated to their interest, abilities and aptitude. :

This writer is making & case for increased career counselling in our schools
at all levels (from the primary to tertiary) which no doubt requires the efforts of
both the Federal and State Governments as well as Curriculum. Planners by

ensuring that more schools counsellors are produced and counseliing courses
included in the curriculum for primary Education specialists.

Not only that, literature in Nigerian Languages should be made compulsory
for every Nigerian child. We have a lot to gain from the wealth of experience of
our literary artists either dead or living, To take care of many problems like
corruption, mantal infidelity, unpatriotic acts, facing the country, we need to go
back to re-examining our literary works for solutions.

Conclusion
One can rightly say that Fagunwa has done excellently in his technique of

. presenting his characters in Ogboji Ode. He has presented the characters in

such 2 way that each of them especially the contigent to Oke Langbodo co-
operates with one another to face a common challenge. According to Ogunsina
(1992:31) Fagunwa creates a large number of diverse characters and keeps them
in vigorous motion to fulfil the ultimate purpose of the novel.

It would be advisable if today’s Guidance Counsellors could borrow a leaf
trom Fagunwa's presentation of the major characters cach of whom he showed
to have done great exploit in their expedition to Oke Langbodo based on their
inbred capabilities and environmentz! circumstances that influenced their lives

N

—



Znl

‘Snpuiy, pue 0NED) (UCpUE] Janop 2yifo asty Ay (Loal) T HEM
‘061-681 3 ‘[q.'-; psefopoyadsf

upanay uswdofpas(] [BUCHEICA 3O Aeayl v, (gge1) I adng
"ssa1d

ANSIaATU[ WEDLIFY [UEPEQ] JAA0N Y51 B aly) HQ) SAPNIY {oggl) g ‘Fawtg

'a1] Jo AysaaATI) (A3 (pa) "1 aded] sayjoposddy pup ndaouo ‘B3ULPINLG
jpucvIo pur woypanpd Ul 991047 IIIES,, ‘(9861) ¥ EIHINIOD

ssa1g wOISSIA e [adson) ‘wepEq]

CLET - 0561 130N pgrdaf a1 fo ugutdojaaac] a4 J (7961) g “emsmap
gu Ry

79 ua[Ty 81090 UOPUOTT SHAAEUN) BUIPUDIEAZENT] (zL61) [N “ydimpy
Ayssoamn) 21ig undQ -afom]-08y woday 1al0ld P V'E
paystqndup) 21215 UNEQ J0 BAY JUAURLIAAOD) [E207] 2p()-NRl] W SapmS

o0t ATepuoaag Aq aAIeaIdg SY S0 S ORI, (6861) "0'S PUREN
‘paimun ] (euoFiN) UOSEN

smuon | soFer] oppur] ogs} nap ap0 MogaQ (pastay geg) ‘O Bsunde]

“papwT] S1YI0Ig SUBAF WEPEQ]
"pIiD) [00YOS JO 2UBPIRD 1oa180j04ads (7661) "O'H 24Eoing
; ‘5591, Ansiaatu) pLOIXQ
-uopuor] adondupT pqrdof aul o dapuoy217 ¥ AFLE [} A1ata0g AsRuoISSTA YaIuD

-uonelodio) Fumysqnd

sdonpg ‘Ang uudg paundng "0d Jo spanop 24| (eial) Y psoqiureg
§30UAIRY

e
pure Sunod Lpuns pure J[e 103 papusLILIOIAl AIE gaumEe JO S[aA0U J3I0 pUE
ap( nlogd Q) "PACQE ARJ0 Jydy aup Uy "uonEd AUE JO JUMUIDUBAPE 21} 0} [E2ILLL
pue |ryaueq Suiaq se parealpul OS[® aI' SUOIIQUIE 2JeINPqo PUE aouanedut ‘spud
‘paiEy poadd “ponpE A1soeal) senUoqne pamIsUod 0] 20UAIP2GOSTP Y1) 5I3A
aateSau ‘puel e A UD TOTET B U Juado[aasp PUE S52mEAIT JUIWIIUBARE
syowwoid e STINGUINE 5B poyydiySny e 1 AU pue §21JLIOYINE PIIUSUCD J03
ymadsal ‘Asauoy ‘uonEpap ‘isnoued B §ons sanyia aanisod ‘[paou iy uj

120180 J[qenns B U0 Wiy
Fupjasunod Jo 251003 A W PiIY2 £ SuipunoLns SI0138) |EIUAIUCIIALS SNOLIEA
pure sjuzfEl 1o sipId [ranjeu U 19pISUOI 210§3121]1 PINOYS S10](35UNA7) “TPUTG 0L



