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RNESSING THE BENEFITS OF MEDIA IN
PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL AND SOCIAL
ROLES OF ES AMGNG YORUBA SPEAKING

GROUP IN NIGERIA.

S. 0. MAKINDE (Ph.ID)
Cisparvmint of Languape, Arir and Spei
Lagos Svate [nfvarsiny

fence Educarion,

S. E. EGEOWON (Ph.D)
nr af Sclence ana Techholopy Educarian,
Lagos Srate Universioe Cip:

el g% ! ans of naming among Yaruh
21 how Nie culture reflects the languape, drecsing, Wark
ajew. £ poes furifier i Sesen
tour beliefr of the parentr, T
a2e mnd rerleval e broaght fnfo foour oy means of
The paper endy with ihe

Ber fiow e hdmes re
£ featires of media, whic

fnolnde dbeumentation,

writes thet cultuns refers to the Samewors:

le's viaws of reality, Eluwa, et al (2003) se8 coltors a5
cal and socinl organization, their beliefs znd s=ligis
L Culture gisa includes .
i 85 their meant of obizining food an:
004) nosss thar culoes jnflusnces all works of art #nd st languzee diself ip s
urz 05wl @3 the tool of arist jerghi T
endi mini-dances, plav-acting znd drim

nich make them fosl 1 :
her grozp arotnd them. Culture comprisss the people’s language
4, dregzes, sockal system, cacnomic system. food, 5 b

netuding the wey they w
ued AR LsE g v

sigure, medicins and wohnalacy,

ould b seenoas en penest of
L education, family and mansmizsioh of narms 5
nee of political consentus and perse

knowizdgs, differant types of
one, Eeneration to another, m
25 & form of balisf w

Zation among group

R o ;
o of people. Cultire s the totality
s eNViFnnme and pesaracions §
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sife! fur Natfonal Develnpment

' S . -
Ome thing that is paramount in every culture is that it is embedded in

peaple. There is no linguistic group that does not have 38 uliure refiectsd in iy TEpEs
the

When lzamning such @ languags, one wiil see spices of the colure of the peop
= expects dessribe lenguags as & repository of fulnire, el

their janeuzes, ORoris (2008:123) opinss that &

jamgnege. This i why lE0Su
s, tha cultire of fhe people
cultisre witich also insiudes the ng

life end which completcly makes them whet they are.

When ooe studies lansusss ac n:and Janpuags larning among 2y &
e obsasves that the culturs is smbedded in the lanspape and that is v

gape of & people is the botel

Som=ans who §5 pot convement with he cultees or mindful of prammadcnl sEmciet b
Enplish will uss the plural form: "They are coming ' fngmas oF “Ha ki coming’. Onecer
s2e thet culturs |5 ralative ta svery group of soopia. Wit ofie proup sext af imporem mi )
nat be eon by the other, That is why it i pood 1o heve 2 2508 undespanding of oth
peapie’s cultire and to respset such & cultiee in order 1o Hve'in harmony with them,

The Voeuke colture is @ tnigus oae. 1t i rellesesd in ell aspeste of thelr Uie; religlons

o S v famdly wetim, e Witk nenisnlsr soference e
balim, s 07 ORSE , AATIEE 3 i i

nating, the Yorobe araches & gt [mpostacs 1o naming: There i no neme withowt o
mesning. *He it ¢ n wa i @ o somo loruks’, (We ere cinscious of the hane bafore we give
£ i to & child,) st The Yorvhe beliof that vwou do not just give & aEme 104 ¢

For example. oaly thoss wao are fom ohisfipiney Bomes tan fums th dren Do
= theome f2ie me) and so on. Ul i
fren Dgungbomi (The gad of fron &

(Cremar of the thron=], Gy

Opin”, theged of
Ogunlsns (The god of fron Spves the
Trwa Yombe give ndmes acoandd

o el

ITporEnse.

ize, End

gt l5 I £ Name? Amore e Yoruba, @ name szrves 1o i
fatermining the choractsr of g persbn.. A Yorubs & ]
evr obe larg re meaning. You do not mistake a p SCinary peoton Deamns
cerry the aura of & prince. This sams expression 5 used s u pralfe Jor some
who his performed & feaf priong Blg peesgor in & sociaty: in the same way, & Name o
tasve- g & fitle or 8 metzphon, For example, the follewing names coiid bea b
Babzosnwa (A cibinet membe of & kng), Olosiogun (Capuain), Crunba (The

min of the king). Names could be mewspheic, For ex mpie, when paoals sxp:
disgust about thair [saders o boss, they ould use the following names:
Arinflara (Cne who melkes lfs difficals), Adsnilor (One » hor oppresses paop

s
Amuludun fone who makag psopls hapoy).

b

is & means by which pacple cxpress theit opinions about

A name=in Yorsbs fand, therefors
otaer people a5 & resuit of mood, siustion, sulsgy or iden
ot 2l (2005: 156}, Yoruha names could be classified as:

from hezvantwomi) e.g. Taiwe and Fehinde (Twins), fee o
gt a7 the womb Grst instead of the headl, Abive (Names
av bas reschedfeome home), Abiku (8 child that
Gk ip

jegtion. Ascesding to Ladsls,

sl i ;"!u'al:ncs -'.',“‘l":“-ll_'l'
- bert with his lsgs Con
givan at birth! e.g. Ayodala
gz o & reinzarnased child)eg Malomo (Do not g0 Sack Eget

.., Oinfa-ine (the one with 2 fiery arrow), Oraka fdile (Fam
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thed'e.g Bobasnmwe (The one wha st in hono
v Title) e.g. Balogun! Oioropun (Head of the

The famous), Orle Gve (Thisfat
with the king), Orulo Ove Ologun |
Guards'Army), Greko Exin Abinibi
(ames stestiated with opditiona! religion) =g Serpalang (God of Thendsr paves {he
way'l i e
In this paper, we shall lzesify Yorzha names &5 Solfows:

Kames According To Perlods and Seeson

Torubs gives names acsording to dme and s=asart &nv 2l in i M
i i fﬁnﬂ::;a oraing todme and s2esant Anv child born in the time of war could
Aboginds (Ome who comas in the time of war)
Abagunrin (One wha walke o ac
Ogunyimite (War or raubls rimounds me)
(Hogunda (The Wesrior fgs come)
Arognmye (Dns who o watfars)

Some naes reves! the mood of the perents 2t the tim= e chiigren were bon,
ild born #fier the death of his {sther or grandfather coild be numed

Bebawale (Fathes heg cotes b
abatundeBabiabs (Tather het rais

Eabaphem: (Father #3zists fne)
Brtafem {Falter delichts in ma)
Enflplabe (Tt is the parson wha Iaf et perip=d)

4 female child born afier the death of the mather or grandmeothier could be named
b Vetund E '
Yewunmi (Mesher is cherighad)
Al thase names revedl the coiture and beliefs of Yorube peaple in relneasnation and how
phrenits are boing cherishad by thelr ehi

A child pornin the fegtiy
Odunaye (A festival of joy)
Apadumrinaboarnes (Ona whi arrives & the festive pariad)
Abiodin (A child bucn at the fesifve petind)
Mames ac & moang of identificetion

Some Yoruba names serve 25 & mezng of identification: Far exampls
Tatuio (The first o & set of tains) o
Felinds (Thé seoand of 2 g1 of twing
fdown (The child that follows 2 5= of rwing)
Olaragun War laadar) .
Arogurjo (Ode that refaices:in warfprs)

fidren,

g oould b ramed according o the pariod

Nams es = m2ans of sottiing scores

In some perts of Yorubs jand, especizfly, emong e Tlaje and [iale in Ondo Stite of

Nigeriz, some nafnes are given 10 children sither 15 s2ttie s20res among cougles, femily ar
to prove one's innocence in a matier, For example, -

W rsimlmm et i i H

Nuwademilare (30d vindicates mel. This nzme could be given to & child where thers s

dispare about the pregnancy of the cRild and one of the couple feals hejshe it being
e o e

vindicated. It could be whers & person overcomes some difficultiss or being vindicated
Over @ matter,

EDUCATION: A Communisatinn Thatke! for Netfans! Develapment

Qjalarar (Mot everyons in the sitphiowa will be rich or wealthy), Such z name b8 glven
when one party is boasting of weelth or affluence.. The ather pary in retaliation could
#ame & child 1w couszer the cleims of such people.

Enikanciade (The crown it hot & exclusive right of & person). Such e name is given By 2
member of & reling famdly to spite thass who foel the crown ¢ their axciusive i
Meletoyitan {1 cannot end nerating what has happened), Such e name s given
by the parents that suffered & lot of persscution,

Averemizan; (The world has not s=en my end’ The warld couid not destroy my destiny;.
This name is given 1o & child by parents that suffered untold hardship but survived atlazt,
Egbayveto (We would not carry the world awdy to heaven). This name s ghven o2 hild
by parents who live in the midst of those who fec! that no other person can enjoy (his workd

thamn them; -

Names pecording to mosd

Yorubs nemes somotimes reflect the mood of the parents of the child. It could be & time of
sadness; it could be & time of joy; it could be a tims of plenty or want, All thess moods
dictate the names given 1 children among Yoruba speaking people of Nigesia, For
example, in tire of joy, 2 child born at this period could be mamed Ayobami (T am joyfull
Ayomiing My Joy is St} Aysdiart (Foy for all), Ehmdaye (ioam now 1 jo:

A child barn in time of sorrow could be named Avobere (Litlle joy), Akinlorr (All the
haonared onss have gone). Enirercla (The good ons has poas).

Sometimes, some names are given 2s appellstion or plckname assording to the mood o
behavior of a0 individual, Feor example, a drunkard could be nicknamed Emutewst (Wine iz
paement), Aisafe (One that loves memiment), Afbbaje (Kinp-maker). “This one is
deragatary when used in the nogative soase, that is, one whi alweys instalis tiose wiom e
could control or mankpalate to suit his purpass sspecially in political mansuver.

to a shild

Names according to object of worship

Yoruba namas refiest the seligion or ohjscts of worship by the parencs or family ot the
child. For example, in the family where Cgan, the god of irom, is worshippsd. thesr
childsen could e namad Orunvers fgod of iron beaytifies me), Opunwale (god of iron has
come home), Geunrinde (pod of iron has amived).

Those who worship Sanga, the god of thunder, give their children such mimes o
Sangoding {god of thunder guards the way), Sangonega (zod of thunder has his domain},
Sargowgnwe [god of thunder has visiled me)-

Amaong the (ha (gaddess of the river) worshipers, their children bear names like Chafern!
(the river poddess loves mel, Cvawale (the goddsss has come hame).

Kame as 2 metmoerial
Names ase someotimss used smong the Yoruba spesking people fo immomalize &f
symbalize the link berween the living and the dead. There ace names like Babalalin (Father
was famoos in his l{fetma), Babazope (thanlfu! for having a fether), Fewwni (1 chenzhed

my mother), fnlwins (Mothes iz zald),

Roles of Culture and Sosle! Implizations In Neming emong Yoruba

Lanpusge is 2 repasitory of cilure. Yoruba language refleqts the oulture of the pea bx:and
this 1 =videnced in the names given 12 their children. Different diglects of Yorube refiect
their vaciations in the names given to their children, Sguslly, their religious baliefs refies

the types of nanmés given o theic childoen,

EDUCATION: A Communization Chebiel for National Development
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The sotial interactions of the peopls refiact the tvp2e of name given 10 thei children, They
usz the name to reflect their moods, settle scorss and above all show a grest des| of
appreciation and their connections 10 their ancestors and relipiows belisfs,

It is imporznt to note it migmton, the influsnce of other cultures, and d=velopment {a
science and technolozy have impasted negatively on Yoruba namss. This is particuler]y
noticesble at the orthographic Jevel (e.g, Adsheyor for Adehave Omotoyorst far
Omatoyosi),

The following sszment thezefore discusses how the mediz could be harnessed 1o prosarve
the cultural and sociel roles of naming amang the Yorube speziing groug in Nigéda

Harnessing the Beacfits of Medis In Preservetion of Colture! end Social Roles of
Kaming Among Yorube Speaking Peaple of Nigeria.

In this segment, we shall discuss some chérsctedstics or faaniees of media that relats 1o
presesvation and dissemination of information. Madia, in 2 brad term. refer to all tvpes of
print broadeast and ihteective communication. They sre channsls of communication
theough whick messages are conveyed. When they are wilized for educational purpases,
they are refetred 10w educationzl of instructionz! msdin. Thess include joumnals,
Riagazines, peiodicals. ielevision viden CT BOM VOD, DV snd comgpile. Tiess
materials have some bensfits that could be hammessed to pressrve the culwesl heritaps,
They extznd human sxperience, provide meantngfu! information, stimulate interest,
evercome physical limitation, develop shared understanding, incresss commimment, storpe
of information, sery retrieval and access to information through books, videa, computer,
in=met, e, make laming consrets, real, immediste sl permancnt, snd help
individuslize instruction making each l=amner 1o g0 at his own paze. (Pinnington , 1992;
Egbowon, 1997; Amoa, e gl 2005 and Eghowon, 2005).

Modie can extend himan sxperiense. An astivity like 2 raming cersmony could bs
recorded on videa, VCD or DV} and be browght to & different lacation for viewing and the
information provided would be real and tmmedinte. 1 could be burnt on 2 hard diss af 2
compater and projecied in the class, through the uss of 2 multimedia projector, for
ingmustions! puposes. The uiilization of madiz hes tken the event beyond its origina!
imoztion

Media utilization provides usaful, real and meaningful information. Media wtilization in
niming csremany assists and enhances the preservation of coltural valuss, theraby
providing meaningful information to those who are not pesident in their Saditional Tosality,
The recordsd material can be used for instrustional purpass.

Medin stimulate interest. The pressntation of & naming ceremony to lezrmers in the cless
wi videa recording, VCD or VD can aroees theis interest in lesming the cultuzal heritege,
It can equally enhance the appreciation of the culinral heritape as it ssimulztes snd refreshes
el viewess' mameories of their colrs] hesftags.

With the use of media, physical Emitations ars overcome. The development in science and

E¥ has termed the world into & global village. Thus media have broken the barisrs

physical [mitations. The outside world could be brought 1o the class er individual
home: via satellite and cvents could be watched five, A Lypics! exampls wes the Eva
Carnival heid in Badagry, Lagos State in 2010, The festival showzased the culture of the
Legosians, People who could nop ES to the venue watched the programme 21 homs and
they were able 1 appreciate the rich culture of Lagos State.

= There is the development of shared understanding and intersst through the use of medaa,
Peoples could ap;:-raciaf:‘ the sick valoes th the dulture ofother reces’ ciroukd Sive
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e culiure haritape. .
thers . whi ore mot of Yomube stoci 20wl
ansited  to presarving the  cwi :_h.*c L3

documentation and pressrvation of acthvatis

pristed  mpierials, radio, televiston, ipete
commitment to the presentation of sultire and meintenance of cuitural hed
aito preserve the phonclagy and orthography of the languase a3 reil
Oe o § i i ation of culture in naming
Oine cootd harness the featurs of storage in medi for the prescrvlion of cultire in natm
m.-:rcrrmr.jr. Waming events eould be tecorded In VEDVDIVD of video, It could be Burn on
the computer through the tse of Adobe Fremier Pro. Softwere and projectad f:;:; .1_ gf
pudisnce through the uss of & multimedia peajectes, Tt could equally be used 22 an
instructionz| material in the classocs When required, . 2

'1%:: mts of mediz in pressnavon of informetion makes lsaming coqersi, tedl a.nui
immadists. Thess faatures covld be harnessed through & fislé-tip (t0 2 naming ceremony
git=) to record the activity, This could be brousht w0 the clage for the student 1o view during
the lesson. Tha Hve-capnuing of the event will make it el when praseated, e
Abhove all, madiz make it possible to individualize the learning c!f Eul_um. & ug! ,;
1I-:|r::rng. Recorded videotap=VCIVDVD conid be purchiesed by an |p:‘.nsduu] h:l:. :L_cml-
a.'. his own comvanient tima. it is slso possble for an individeal o learn fhe aotivities in

SEEMETLE OF Sjusnse.

tEr. W

betad during the

Imjifications For Teaching of Nigezien Chlidrea . -
The Yormba peasle b=lieve ope's cheradier & virue 1f an acoTom J
prrsonality (fwe rere leso emivan),  This accoumts Tof .J' reason Wi
- sl of Aftizan Treditional Eduration (

The Holy Bitle) in Proverhs Chaprr 12 verse | s2y A
n thin great riches, and Joving favour rzier han silver and

st of his or her

v charasier

development is one of the ci
Apart from 1&g, the Holy Wi

good name is rather 10 be choss
£ (IETV),

i of tadzy mus be taught thay they maust protect thell names s wetl as the n
i 1 ! 1o show his 5 hauss pointing
1 elwavs
var they

families, It iz
the left head towards il
remember the soas and dau

o

e of whom they are in whateves U

soionsmess affect
farances the

way sach person relates with his
of worship and dictates his
utilization of media benelits a
reaching und lepming of Yoruba colurs,

oni for the

this will definitely heve positive imp
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