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50 wian de’s {(Sobo

Arobiodu)

Poems in the

,mtl.lrdilu [Jiﬂml to unplﬂ\; I‘m[rt.jfm in an nlmmlrtd way to dmw lho allention uF
--|1]nmlu_r§ of the society towards happenings around them. The message he has for

Helich his message would sland the test of iime, The object of this paper is Lo
B eamine the relevance ol some of the poems of a preal Yoruba (Epba) poet, 15
Csowande (Sobo Arobiodu), o the present day Nigerian situation. He wrote his poems

1§ '-'5- ll‘i.ifl;'l.{illt'iﬂﬂ
i lnﬁmh Sebhowale Sowande popularly called Sobo Arobiodu was bern in Ake area of
i pbeokuta in 1858, He attended C.80.5, Training Institute where b atqulreu his ahility

\ _ i Ctoread and write Yoruba, According to Lijadu and Babalola (297425}, Sabo Arobiodu
1) -'; L wrul.v tn‘m':,f |}-'.u s Whuh wers pllljh hed in 1902, 1906, 1219, 1921, 1924, 1928,

.'"-. ]mt%l is an ﬁjmn—wwl lmleLILmL wlm.n: ears are I.!.II':ErJ with keen interest to
tnow the events and happenings around him. He is an embodiment of his
c_ﬂmmunil_'-,r; he acquaints himsalf with the rich and the poor to understand their
. .'-||i4:1zlul|i';, yealnings and aspirajons for the purpose of commenting on these in his
. gJULla (Olatuniji; 1982:13). According to Olatunji (1982:7) 1L was custamary among the
i f'Epln peaple as well as in othe: parts of Yoruba land where the oro cult (a Yoruba
-":_{u'lluml festival in honour of ura deity) s practiced to satirize on all the happenings

{0 around them and they were protected against any legal action by their customary
b lws. Hence the saying:

£ Moo o wi, oba KT pokorin {Olatuni 19827
thshall say i, the king does nol kill the chanter).
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ILis the duty of a poet to act as watchman for the
his inherent ability 10 see Lhings
1995:1). .

The poel as a

seciety he finds himself becausaql i
that others cannot or are yet to see (Ezejidea

i r.-..l_: 4
political animal aiso performs the function of a polinel 5
commentalor. An cxample js Fatoba who wrote on "The '

| Second Coming of the
Politicians” in Olatunji (1995:331 & 332) where the poel revealed that the

lave destroyed Lhe nation in their sell-destructing greed. Sobo Arobiodu served i
sociely well in this assipnment of magnanimous responsibility. nénts
on evenls ta{lcing place around him earned him the Copnomen: Arobiodu {Iln';.iﬁflm
sounds like Odu - a bell-like instrument). Apart from comimitting
writing, he was well known for his oral performance as I sometimes went aboyt ;
chant his poem. Some of his major themes would now be discussed with a ﬁ.ri.i?}:'i,uj' I

examining how refevant they could be Lo correct some of Lhe
prevalentin Miperia of laday,

politicians
His poetic comments

his poams dnfo,

hnportance of Education

Un the importance of education, Sobo had this to say:

Eka ghe ni niyi, ogbon gbe ni ga BOROrn

{Lijadu & Banalola, 1974:34) ;
Education brings one to honour,

wisclom brirgs one to reputation.

To understand Sobo more clearly, let us leok at this other ane:

o siun med iyi nse mi

o aitduro-le-si-suliary’ rp

ljo eniyan ko duro lo si sukury’ re o bogiri

L kolde binilebiibo tise i?

Sobo sise ghodun mefa nitte Oba

Owo re ko poke (Lijadu & BAbalola 1974:30)

Here is no other problem affecting me

Other than my in epularity in school.

Thase days that 2 man failed to be regular in school,
1L wias too bad,

Youdon't want to ask me why?

Sobo worked for six whole years in the palace,
Mo increment in his salary.

Here, the poet bemoans his fate which resulted from his tow level of education, He:
blamed himself for playing truancy. When he was supposed to be in school, he woull
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The - Relevance of 1.5, Sewande’s (Sobo  Arobiodu) Poems in the
: ;553.Cni'1lri|11[mrn|'\,r MNigerian Society :

-Ii'.#' o
_:‘,f,t,'ﬁ. Snltmmn Olanrewaju Makinde {Ph,D)

]‘ i thp! of Lenwgurnges, Arts & Social Science Educalion, Lagos State Universily, Ofo
s :mﬂ lanremalkindedS5@yahoo.com Tel: 030359860698

-

I.I'l |"||:'|l' duty of & poet in every sociely Lo serve as watchman for his people. He is
-"emuu iy gifted o employ language in an elevated way to draw the attention of
||1rm]l=*|f of the society towards happenings around them. The message he has [ol
__lh[=1u=r,1|;ln as well as the aesthetic quality of his work would determine the extent Lo
Which his message would stand the test of time. The ohject of this paper is Lo
f-'l wamine the relevance of some of the poems of a great Yoruba (Egba) poet, 1S,
"'."Ja--mmlu_ (Sobo Arobiadu), to the present day Nigeran situation. He wrote his poems

rluniu_, the colonial era hut as a poet, he stood and still stands out like the Biblical
“irhla:]whm ‘“though he being dead vet speaketh’ (Hebrews 11:4).

Inlrmluctlcm

4 lmmh Sobowale Sowande popularly called Soho Arcbiodu was born in Ake area of
'I f&bunkuta in 1858, He attended C.M.S, Training Institute where he acquired his ahility
: ':"ln readl and write Yoruba. According to Lijadu and Babalola (1974:ii), Sobo Arobiodu
{..wrote many poems which were published in 1902, 1906, 1919, 1923, 1924, 1974,
y !_"-:;-%il““]"“ 10324 and 1636, He workad as an overseer of prison in the then Egba Kingdom
i hetween 1898 and 1907, He was a reader of the Holy Writ in Church, a farmer and of
.-.(Imnll;n one of the most successful poets of his time. He died in 1936. A
- Despite the fact that Sobo Arobiodu wrote his poems between 1902 and 1936,
llh pr:pms are undr—‘putah!y releyant to contemporary Nigerian society. Some of his
tpoems dealt with the themes such as imporiance of education, indipenous ReRrA T
I'aniauagt,:;, relipious hypocrisy and socio-political matters. A 3r.:§-:_i
L A poet is an open-eyed Individual, whose cars are tuned with keen interest to g A
el Ao the avents and happenings around him. He is an embodiment of his ;
Lulnml.nuh,r, he acguaints himself with the rich and the poor to understand their ; '
|hu'|.ﬂum yearnings and aspiradons for the purpese of commenting on these in his
£ poets (Olatunji: 1982:13). According to Olatunji (1982:7) it was customary among the
Fglm peaple as well as in other parts of Yoruba land where the ore cult {a Yoruba i
Cioullaral festival in honour of oro deity) is practiced to satirize on all the happenings il

.:rlrn_uml them and they were protecled apainst any legal action by their customary
4 lws. Hence the saying:

Moo wl, oba ki pokor n {Olatunii 198257 )
{1 shall sayit, the king does not kill the chanter).
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tthe Relevance of b, Swande's Poems

(39

SRS

acause.of b

[hllﬁw some friends to grooves of O and J"'Lfﬁ.'!lH! Wornim deitias). In spite of the
1"|5f literacy programmes in the country in form of the Universal Basic Cducation
[1[[}| I taday, most of our cities and Lowns are filled with dis gruntle elements called
Illw “Area Boys” who are mostly drop-outs. Maost of them like Sobo never realized the

| real price thw have to pay for not deing the right thing at the right time until when
IL s too late:

rejideaky

palitical .
g of dhe
nIi1i'r§;'LI'n_f.r§j'I|,{ 5
2rved his (ERR L _
oAl -Ilntlu:enmm Lanpuapes
(Hewho s
2ms o |
‘ua'|1 m
view tn~
that nar:.;-_

wbo decried the negative attitude of the people towards their indigenous lanpuages,
hiis he e expressad thus:

M ile ibi a bi ni si siree a i so lede

> Qo iy Jimba bi FAke ko fo Ake lenu ko To Ghein
Bi ko fo Kannike ki i similerinkan
Eyin ko ri fimba yi noda maalu kiri
Pe ko fo Jesa i? (Lijadu & Babalola 1974:33)
| saich we should speak the language of our land
Jimba's son born in Alke did nr_rl;snea[( the languages of Ake and Igbein
le cannot do without speaking Kannike (his own language)
Don't you see Jimba the cow rearer that he doesn’t speak fiesa.

-; Tu[la,r, the atlitude of people to indigenous lanpuages and culture has not changed.
 Many parents do nol see anything good in their own language. It is English languape
tlun,a want for their children. Mo doubt those parents are ignorant of the educational
diand copnitive Tunctions of the Mother- -Tongue (MT) towards learning (Makinde
-f]‘Jﬁ-eﬁ‘Il Araromi (2005) notes that the Migerian children’s use of ‘English in school
0565 number of teaching problems. According to him, since most of the pupils
jtome from non-English speaking homes, mastery of the language is a Herculean tack.

ThL poor mastery of English tends to affect the mastery of other subjects in the
"'Si||4'Jf:I| curricu .

he Church and Materialisimn
A0 nchis reflection on the materialistic tendencies o

affinities of the church of his tine,
' .’-'.,__Ini commented that:

lghagho ara isaaju fa ni mora ju tero eyin
tebagbo ipha yvi n pe oloro aye tantan
O n lo okosi dehin

Eni ko ba sanwo Apo n"omo wa, o d'omo Odara. (Olatunii, 1982:22)

The faith of early believers is better than that of nowadays.
Believers of today run after the rich of the world

on. ||P And turns away Lic poo

"f‘”"”m Whoever fails Lo pay for the priests’ purse, is the son of Satan.



(1) Lingnage Policy, Plauning & Manay

enrent in Nigengy

these days like Sobo's have become perilous

5 because those who
correct Lhe society Lhrough their exemplary dispositions are the

Church. There
ven to people depend on the |
¢ measure of their fervency, chiefi
seldom attend the chureh an

e supposed il
same people wt'a_t]'j;-
is  religious mn.-rrl:lll-'-:i#lrf'
atness of their tithes anrlfnlr..i
dincy titles are given to J:ar=|_1|~.-i|}'w.~:;l_m-;
acount of monetary consideration. nanft
churches are establishod mainly to amass wealtl. surely if Sobo we
today, goings-on in the chureh would have heen appalling to him.

pramote unhealthy rivalry  within  the
everywhere. Posts g
according to th
= B 1
Today, iy
re to be alive

TR

Political Domination and Corruption
sobo Arobiody discountenanced 1
attended the reign of the Colonial ma
Europeans on Epba and the Africans

appression il
sters. In his poem on the domination uf the i
. he writes: hich

|15

exploilalion, njuries and

Mo de tun sakivesi oro kan

i ng wi tabi ki g jowo re gidli

Astko i si eniyan dudu de le Lo

Lowo Oyinbo fufu?

Ghadebo, eniyan dudu 6 Fibulun won tore {Lijadu & Babalola, 19 fa:41)
I have anothe ubservation,

Shall | say it or forpget about it? i
When shall the. dark-complexioned man be free from the hands of thes!
Europeans? B

Ghadebo, the dark-complexioned man has Eiven out his blessing,
He also gave o revelat on of the abominations and exploratory practices perpeltated s
by the servants of the white men in these lines: '
Ohun danasungbo Oyinbo nse Pibadan

Mg ka wie pa?

MNwvon nkeran loja laiss nwo eran:

Mwan a gb'epo, nwon a b'apir]

Mwon nyo kele wo le enivan lo baya won se ‘dapo {Lijadu & Babalols 1 974:41)

What the Whiteman's servants are doing at ibac
Shall | tell yvou?

an?

they pack animals in tae market without paying for them!
ey take palm oil and fermented melon!
They

sncal into other men’s homes to assault their wives sexually.
Y

b i Bt
iy

pr T T

i
e

o
S

s

-




L i The Relevanes of 1.5, Sowarde’s Poeins (11
t Nigerin.

e - 50bo also went further to expose some whitemen who were chiaracteristically wicked
Hised oo

- and irreversibly exploitative, He gave his personal experience here:

ple who d

2reteieity o : r
45 Oyinbo kan ko nye wa be mi logede libi mo gbe nroko

andl '|.u!'-_ :
Y Lana hadan

e welin
¥, many
be alive,

Kehinde Atanhati fede Owinbio pegberun owe 2
Opal o yun ogede nu, {Olatunji 1982:47-48).

A Whiteman did nel cease from harvesting plantain in my farm
Along hadan Read .
I

ehinde Atanbati said a thousand proverhs in English lanpuage to stop him,

< R
T that e Alas! He didn’t stap stealing my plantain,

Thaf theal

' Sobo was expressing his griefs ot the antisodial attitude of that Whiteman. What can
we say of fellow Africans and Nigerians who use their position to exploit and oppress
S their people? The situation we are having in the country is that of maladministration
:and insensitivity to people s excrucialing social-economic woes. Those who are vocal
“enough to lraint out the anomalies openly are made to pay dearly for their affrontry.
q -E,_:_'I"l'n'f. state of affairs prevailed in Sobao's days for he commented, thus:

Lyin omode Egba, 2 ko de ngi’ore mina?
B < Mg ko je peri Ovinbo libi ala ba nsawada

£ tzha Ovinbo vi de, ibi o li sunwon de opin ni.
af el

it lyi buru nnu re o poju're, ki s'awada
Eni ba la wi kan, a di tire nikan
Uil Crrine At buruku ati rere, .
slrated - i

Al buruku ati rere,
[ ko tna gbo kan'lenu mi (Olantugji, 1982:50)

Egba vouths don’t you hear my words?

Pwon't wish evil for the Whiteman, unless we are joking
This Whiterman's period is pood indesd

Phedils however outnumber Uhe good; it's not a joke,
He, who says samathing, will bear the | vsponsibility

song:Both good and bad
Both good and bad
Pwon't voice any of them

- Sobo would have been a goad prophet for he foretold the

end to the reign of the
2 folonial masters.




e e

A

il

642

Language Policy, Planying

Sughbon pipe re o

& Managenent in Nigerin s 8"

=T — - .._.'-'I H
a a pe, agbon kasai de adio e
Ko nii pe it K'Oyinbo maa wo'lun lo

Si'ya chin Osa. (Lijadu & pabalola 1974:41)

b

Howeever long it may be, the fowl wotild by
tWwon't be long till the Curopeans would
Behind the Lagoon. '

> covered by the basket:
enter the sea and go

this offers consolation o the masses who dare sulffering fram the b

135 a beginning
would be an end to the aclivilies of maloval
valines,

and dictalors in that whatever |

ands of oppressois: 1
would surely have an end. There fé
ent eiements that debase our moal |}

social Life of the People

Sobo Arobiodu mirrored the soctely in which he lived in his poems, He talked
the maiital prictices, festivals, his experiences :
happenings around him to prove that those thin

Time and space would not rermit the weiter t
I

[’
i

abaut A8
in the courts, and indeed allithe £ 8

gs did not escape his watchful e @i

0 fuote verses of his poe

ms Lo confin i
1se claims. His views o polypamy are however give i i

1 below:
Enkn'aya papo a6 ra’ku tira,

Eni de bi'tio puy o a bakeranavariws {Olatunji, 1982:14)
Hewiho marries many wives procures death for himself
He who gets many children gives birth to wild animals.

[his is no doubit the true picture of many homes today as it was in the tlays ﬂﬁ_:-'ﬁj:'f]!].‘l-'f!
Many children born into polygamous homes have a lot to tell of woeful and i

sorrowlul experiences they are exposed to. Some parents who gave birth ta _fﬁi}llr:n;'_".'-f-\.
than enouph children are slso biting their fingars as they reap the Imruu'.;;'ichf-:f-:

: &.'

= = e Sh Ly s
disprace, hearlache, anguish, restlessness due 1o the tnruly behaviour nr_'.1]m|ra_.:.-%{:;~,_.
children, ¢ '

1

Olurode and Olusanya (2005) no doubt share the

samme view with Sobo When:!
they note that among the Yoruba npeaple, those who wi

sh to venture inlo rmarige;,
are cautioned because gelting married is not as difficult as finding the ma

_{.“;.f:‘fnlr:f"i
soup. To bear children and fail to nurture them is an aberration. b

Conclusion

IEitis a poputarly held belief that the past cannot be diverced from the present ang:
that it is the past that charts the course for the future (Idowu, 1996:7)
peems of Sobo Arobodu should not Le considered irrel

Migerian society, The colonial masters had pone

, then the!
evant o contemparan::
as prophesied by Sobo Arabiodu: hith
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: I The Relenance of .S, Scwande’s Posins
et i Nigerig | i el 0f 1.5. Stwande's Poems.
Lol

(3

G his vision o

f Migeria and the Black race as a whole is that which should enjoy e
' peace and stability. That kind of stability that would denounce corruption in all its
-r'_'lumsl.l:. Oppression, preaid and the system Wat gives room for bripands ar bandits in
the :nc:-r'r']dm'r; of power should be decried by all.

: * Present day poets must therefore arise like faithful compatriols and ocho thei
i1 voices -:‘3{ reason ta the generality of the people in language they can understand,
i They must compose and recite poems that deal with such themes as the value of
1 education, war against

indiscipline and corruption, praising such vittues such as
3f appres el Ctolerance, kindness, patriotism, obedience, honesty, probily, respect for huinan
: ISSOFS el e = :
e o Hghts, and pood citizenship.
5 end. There gt o A i
T our mar| ¢

ALl

We cannot but commend the contribution of some present day Yoruba poets
Ly » t . - - - " -
Lodike Lanrewaju Adepoji, Demola Adedibu, Yemi Elebubon, Olatunbasun Oladapo,

S e Adebayo Faleti and others in this regard. For instance Lanrewaju Adepoju “Fiibo La o
4 i Lo an advisory piece 1o a derailing government was quoted by Adeyinka {1990:257)
talked ;Th.nl:L ‘ﬁi E:.wh?l_n lie wras cxpressing that a poet should see it as_an rjhliuat_inn to the anr._iuw in
daetl all el whlc,h_lu-: lives to cominent on all aspects of the society LInciLujmg _thu behaviour of
& it Lthose In authority, The teanslated version of the poem is given below:
atchiful CYes g

15 10 confirm’

Which way are we heading in this country?
Let us know

Why is everything going upside down
Inour life time

This situation is pathetic and unfortunate.

Lhe poel in the caciety can then be likened to Radie Osur:
Aladko pagara

forord ope re ele tenke

ws of Sobo. F i
; o Oju tole, oju toka

Twoeful and
th la more ), 4

; The piant cock
Farvest of

That perches on top of the palm tree
Keeping eves on every direction.

soba whien :

O Mmarrape

i However, it is one thing for the poet to speak and it is another for the peaple to take
e Pl U radress, 1L is the societal response or reaction that would determine the relevance of
Oney' Tor i Lyt E

stcha poel Lo Lhe soci sty In question.

. thern tha i
“emporary,
bieschu: Lt
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