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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE ACADEMIC PERFCRMANCE
OF PRODUCTS OF PRIVATE AND PUBLIC PRIMARY
SCHCOOLS IMN LAGOS STATE

PROF. (MRS.) T.A. BOLARIN
AND

OLUWATOBI, PEMEDE
FACULTY OF EDLCATION
DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS
LAGOS STATE UNIVERSTTY, QU0

ABSTRACT

This sfidy s an ex-past-facto vhich lnvestigated the academic performance
of producls of private and public primary schools. The subfects (314
products of private piimary schools and 276 products of public primary
schoals were randomly selected fromelght secondsry schools in Ofo Local
Education District of Lagos State, The strumeant used was designed and
validated by the researchers, ttest was used in the dala anslysis. The
resulls revesled that students who altended private primary schools tend
to perform better in English Language than thelr counterparts who
attendad public primary schools. The implications of the findings for
teaching and lezrning in both private and public schools ware discussed,

Introduction _

The ward propristership as defined in Collin Gem English Dictionary (1963)

and the Quford Advanced Learners’ Dictionary (1986) is synonymous with

ownership. In ocher waords, schosl proprietorship means schoal ownership,
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The cancern of this paper is the association between ownership of schools
and academnic excellence of the students. Schoals generally in Nigeria are
owned by different categories of people and on the hasis of schaol
ownership, the schoal can be subdivided into private and public schonls.
These two types of schaols as reported by Adenrele (1991), Bolarin {(2004)
and Akinbote, Odualowu and Lawal (2001) differ with respect to their
governance and finance, educational goals, formal structures, apennass to
change, quality of teachina staff and sedial relationship within them.

The privately owned schools are thase schools that are run and financed by
private individuals. Sometimes they are owned by companies, churchas,
mosques, foreign embassies, and the universities. They are autonomous
and are solely responsible for the day to day running of the school affairs
such as racruiting or laying off of staff, planning of the school time table,
promation of staff, taking of disciplinary actions against erring members of
staff and students, planning and conducting of the school examination and
admission of stidents,

Historically, the first group of schocls in Nigeria were cpened and run by
various Chiristian missions for the children of the converts. These missian

schools we re fully financed by the various Christian Mission Qrganizations -

until when the colonial govarnment steppad into the cantrel of education
tarough the introduction of the 1882 and 1837 education ordinances.
School governance then bacame dual in nature with both the government
and the missions contributing to the finandial running and upkesp of the
scheals. This situation remained so until 1960 whan Nigeria gained her
pelitical indlependence from Britain. For many years up to 1960, Christian
misslons pl ayed a vital role in the control of education in Nigeria for axampla
the Christizn missions contralled well aver 79 percent of primary schools,
over 80 percent of secondary schools and over 76 parcent of teacher training
colleges all. over Nigeria (Adesina, 1984),
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After independence, various aroups of peaple got interestad in the
ownership of schools all over tha country, each group claiming to want to
provide the best type of education possible for the Nigerian children. This

| was the general pattern all aver the country untll the state take-over mania

of the 1970s,

The 1970s marked a different era in the growth of bath primary and
secondary schools in Migera. Soon after the Nigerian civil war, many states
in the federation began to clamour for complete take-over of schools by
the government. At ‘the forefront of this agltation were the then Eastern
states that were ravaged by the civil war and whose Inhabitants were
unhappy with the rola played by sorme missionary oroanizations during the

civil war. The east Central State wais at the forefront, thus soon after the

Nigerian Civil War on January 12, 1970, the Administrator of the East

Central State, promulgated an Edici: ( Public Bducstion Edict, 1970} which

vested in the government the sola Suthorisy & open and run schools,

[n I'ne with the developmentin the Eastem Stabes were sam
the Western states wha agitated for govermment: take-p
Amongst these agitators was Sclarin who In 52

& educators in
wer of schools.
in & lecture titlad

sddera] ﬁr&mmment of
Nigeria ta ban the Army Children Schoo's and Fadsra) Government Colleges

50 as to ensure that Nigerlan chitdren go through the: same type of schaol
experience, About a decade befara Solarin's pronouncen 1ent, Fafunwa ( 1957)
had argued in favour of public education by stating thait soc

2lly a true de-
mocracy is promated if 2l children irrespective of their

Il:liaagr‘:aphi:al loem—
tion, the economic Imitations and soclal elimate ara mada to attend tha
Fame type of school,
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Having glven the general background infarmztion , henceforth, Lagos State
will be used as a reference paint for further discussion of this study. Lagos
Stata, which was created in 1967, was not left out of the scene as far as
state take-over of schools was concerned. Between 1970 and 1935,

secondary schools enrolment rose from 82,584 in 1970 to 271,506 in 1984,

The number of secondary schaals also increased from 64 in 1979 to 346 In

1984. The teaching force also rose from 2,695 in 1979 to 10,423 in 1984
(Samuel, 1985) and many reasons were aiven for the schools’ take-over by

tha Lagos State Government. Amongst the reasons given wera:

L. That education has become a major mobilization force for

achieving planned growth, its planning and development should

not be |eft to chance or haphazardness,..the goternment has a

legitimate duty to educate, to determina what should be taught,
when and how,

Democratization: The Lagos Stats Govarnmant belisved strongly
that ecucational opportunities must be evenly distributed in the

state.
Checking Exploitation and Mzintaining Uniform Standard: Seme
school propristors were found to be shylacks and exploiters and
to che ck their atrocious and unpatrictic activiﬁes, schools had to
be brought directly under the control of the State Gover

nment,
Constitutional Provise: A major source of power for governmant

dacision acrording to Samuel {1986) was the 1979 Constitutional

Provise which placed education under coancument lagislative list,
According to the provise, as contained in Chapter 2, that is
Directi ve Princinles of State Pelicy, both the centre and states can

participiate in the development of education within their spheres of
influence,
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At the secondary schools level, the state take-over Was a complete exercise
in LaJos State, It was during the perlad of the second Republic that a
complete government control aver schoals In Lagos was achieved. At the
primary school level, most proprietors were allowed to continue with the
runnine, of their schools side by side with public primary schools withaut any
interference by the Lagos State Government. OF recent, the number of
privately owned secondaty schools js increasing as the Lagos State
Covernment through the Lagos State Educatian Policy of 1958 has stated
that the main goal of education in the state is: “The pursuit of excellenca®,
The Lagos State Government after about a decade of complete state
control of education realized its inadequacy In financing education for
achieving this goal, At present there are both private and public primary
and secondary schools. For the purpose of this study, some comparison
has been made betweean products of private primary schoals and public
primary schools that have been brought together In the state secandary
schools for secondary education,

Literature comparing the perfarmance of private and public schaol students
in Nigeria is scarce, However, bazed on Eurapaan studies, the claim is that
products of private schaols have highsr achievemant test scora an average
than children who attend public schoals. Thus many studies such as those
carried cut by Baker (2001), Council for American Private Education (2002),
and Gallagher {2003), have reported that the type of schoals attanded by
children do not only influence thelr moda of learning, but also how they
behave and think of themselves, Gajar (1997) and Lawrence {20!]4}
reported that the type of schaa! 2ttended by an individual plays a great role
ininfluencing and stimulating the crive in Pupils to learn, The exact position
is not known in Nigeria and this paper 15 out to fil! tha gap. Thus fhe
academic perfarmance of secondary schoal students I public secondary
scheols who attendad private schools was comparad with that of their
counterparts who attended puhli': primary scheols,
: B3
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Research Questions:

The study was desianed to investigate if there Je any difference in the
academic performance of products of private and public primary schogls in
Lagas State,

The questions the study seeks answers to are;

1. Is there any difference in Mathematics achievemant bebween
studants who attended private primary schools and those who clid
naot?

2. Isthere any difference in English Language achlevement batween
students who attendad private primary schoels and thosa who did
not?

3. Isthere any difference In the secondary school academic perfor-
mance (based on Mathematics and Enaglish) of product of private
schoals and public primary schools?

METHODOLOGY

The Sample

Eight schools were randomly selected from Ojo Local Education District of
Lagos State. From each schocl, two arms of J55 3 were randomly picked
and all the students whe are mambers of the selectad arms ware involved in
the study, Subjects ware five hundred and ninety (590) secondary schaal
students (314 Boys and 276 Grls). The agas of the students ranged fram
thirtaan and half (13 ¥2 ) to seventeen (17) years, Out of five hundrad and
ninety students, three hundred and fourtean (314) were products of pri-
vale primary schoals whila the remaining twa hundred and sevanty-six {276)
were products of public primary schools,

The Instrument

A questionnaires (consisting of section A and B) developed by the
resezrchers was used to elicis information Fram the subjects, In section &,

the respondents were asked to supply information on the following
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variables: name, sex, age, attendance at Mursery/Kindergarten schools,
attendance at fee paying primary schools or public primary schools, length
of time if respondents attended fee-paying primary schools and whether or
not respondents have repeated any class(es). In Section B, the subjects
wera to give information on their family background, occupation of their
parents, and the highest educational attainment of each of the parents,

Development and Validation of the Instrument

The development of the questionnaire used for this study was based on the
discusslon held with a colleague on what and what should go into the
development of the body of this paper. There was a pre-testing using 20
secondary school students (all from 155 1) in one of the secondary schools -
in Mile 11, Lagos.

A re-test after bwo weeks using the same studants showead that anly very
few of them had changed thelr respenses. A test reliability value of .52 was
cbtained. It was therefore concluded that the questionnaire could be
distributad ta the students for the purpase of gathering relizh's data for the
study,

Procedure of the Study

The researchers employed sixteen research assistants who carriad out the
administration of the instruments. Two research assistants (teachers) from
each of the selected schools were employed to collect data in thair
respective schoals, On the whale, a total of 74 questionnaires were
administered by the two research assistants of each schoal. The
acministration of the instruments lzsted four weeks, The researchers also

visited each of the schoals to menitor effective administration of the
instrumeants,

85
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Scoring and Analysis

Mean and standard deviation were used. The data obtainad from this study
were statistically analyzed using the t-test for independeant sample, A leve| of
significance of 0,05 was determined betwesn:
i Type of primary schoal attendsd and performance in English
language, .
i, Type of primary schoaols attended and performance In
Mathematics,
i, Type of primary schools attended and performance in both
English Language and Mathematics,

For academic performance, scores of the respondents during the last three
examinations taken in the schools were used. Only English and Mathematics

scares were used, Each subject carried 100% and 50% is the minimum
pass mark.

RESULTS 3

hi Type of Primary Schools Attended and Performance in
English Language.

In Table 1, the t-test administered to data yialded by the respenses of the

subjacts on the subject of invastigation proved sicnificant as the obtainad

value is 20.54 , This valueis higher than the critical value which i5.1.96. The

table also revesls thar products of private primary schoels performed batter

in English Language than their counterparts wha attendad public primary
schoals. '
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TABLE 1

Performance of the Products of Private and Public schools in
English Language

Type of Schoal M X 5D Obtained | Remark
_ t
Private | 31 | 6250 | 2.7 20.54 -Result s
) significant
Public ) 276 5354 | 6.6

Critical t = 1,96 _ '
df =588

2. Type of Primary Schools Attended and Performance in
Mathematics '
In Table 2, the t-test administered to data yialdad by the responses '
of the subjects on the subjact of investigatlan praved significant as
the obtalned value s 21.5, This value is higher than the critical value
which is 1,96, The table raveals that the products of public primary
schools performed batter in Mathematics than thelr cou nterparts
who attended private primary schoals,

TABLE 2

Perfarmance of the Products of Private and Public schools in
Mathematics

Type of School N X SD | Cbtained | Remark
' t
Private 14| 49.65 3,79 21.5 Resuit is
significant
Public 276 55.46 1,52

Critical t =195

df

= 53383
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3 Type of Primary Schools Attended and Performance in
English Language and Mathematics,

The analysis of the data gathered showed that the obtainad t-test Is 15.82

which is by far higher than the critical valus which Is 1.96. The analysis

reveals a significant difference in the performance of the two groups of

students in the twa key subjects offered in the secondary schools,

DISCUSSION

The resuits show that overall the group of students who attended private
primary schools appeared to be having an edge over their counterparts
whao attended public primary schoals. However when Tables 1 and 2 are
closely studied one would observe that while the products of private

primary schools parformed better in English Language than thelr,

counterparts who attendad public primary schaels, they were found to be
deficient in Mathematics.

Many reasons can be suggested for these findings. The better performance
displayed by products of private primary schoals in English Language is not
surprising as English language is used as the medium of expression in maost
private prima ry schoals. Apart from the usage in the private primary schaals,
mast of the children who attended private primary schools are l4ely to be
communizating in English in thelr homes. The opposite is true of products of
most public orimary schools in the state.

As for the better performance in Mathematics displayed by products of public
primary schoals, tha only reason that ane may sugoest is that most of the
chitdren who attend the public primary schools come from homas whare
they are alw ays sent an errands by their parents (such as raquesting the
<hildren Lo b uy cooked food from food vendors and even hawking of thinas
lixe ice-water, sweets and so an). Such activitiss where they invalee
menatary transactions must bz assisting in sharpening the childres’s ability
as fai as nurneracy Is concerned,
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IMPLICATION OF THE STUDY

This study suggests that attendance at both private and public primary
schools have some deficiencdles, while the pmduc.ts of the public primary
schools are deficient in Eng!ish Language which is the lanquage of
expression [n secondary schoals, their private school counterparts tao are
deficient in Mathematics, the knowledge of which Is important for good
performance in the sciences. However, the overall performance shows that

the products of private primary schools do perform better than the
products of public primary schools,

The Implication of this finding is that concerted effort must be mads by
teachers to assist the different aroups according to their neads,

COMCLUSION

This study sets out to disciss/investigate the ssue of schoo! proprietorshio
and academic excellence In Migeria using Lagos State as a case study, While
an attempt has been made to discuss the situation as it exists, It has been a
little difficult to really pin-paint which of tha proprietars (covernment or pri-
vate individuals) identified in this study is pe !'f-::l rming better than the ather,

There Is therefore the need for more exercisa of this nature in future ta
enable us reach valid conclusion.
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