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' ABSTRACT

CHILD ABUSE AND 1TS IMPLICATIONS ON EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM TN
: GTRIA: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE :
)

BY

, OLUWATOBI
OF EDUCATION

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATIONS
LAGOS STATE UNIVERSITY, 0JO.

Child-abuse conslste &f cells of eonfroversy because 10 some peaple, It Is home

i iralning while to some it ig Immoral and Injustice and as a reswli, if recefves wicde

nafiamal medferce, Soclologleally, the study explaing chitd  abuse Srom

s ph:numcnqrag.'aaf perspectived i lerms of meanings and Ipterpretations which

e juffmr.gd, will cartall the ineldence
o soclefi,

w | INTRODUCTION '

\qapars’ heve ghven fo the conceph Becommrendafions werd adaquately ghar which i

of child abie and gignifeantly increaie

wurolment figures In schools, thus, also lmproving the rate of Hteracy in amy given

* Over:the years, child shuse is as old as e creation of the world, [nthe world today,
no country can be exanerated from the concep! of child gbuse. i Sifficult for the

w ; government o tackle and provide a lasting celution to the protlem in the society. In

the Higeran Seciety, in Liomes, street, hospitals, schoals and @ lot too numercus Lo

I ; _m:nu;m-;mm ig the prevalencs of child shuse and it is gaining momeniui

alyse and neglect whiclt have reacle

11 this papet, phenomendlogy, &5 2 theory in the Saciﬂlngy.of eiucation presents child

4 a high peint as a result of the meanings and

j.nierplreta!inns ‘actors’ have given to {he concept.

_ Child aluse is a phenomenon OF an eocurense fhat takes place everyday. Itis a5 old
as mankind and as a result, it iz abetmuse to trace the origin of {he phenomendn, Tt has
became & scenaria, which cannot be traced to @ parficular country e certury.

Chitd shuse takes different forms fn every society; it is an vant that heppens in the-
howmes, ﬁl:rcet.!_-,'lun:duatr'lf_'l»f gchanls, and many olhers. Consequently, 88 child abuze

99,
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eached g crescendo, it apparently becormes remiiséent withiy the realnt of gocial
Jroblzms! (Ritzer, 000201

Ihe precursar 4o a
* iade

- A cursory Jooy

'Ilismdcn! event of the slive
both adults ang Young

ave trade is a web

Strice and Ifikn {1978:212)
chizels wers usexd 3 remaye
cauld be forclbly fed, The

revealed (lat during the siave Irade, items Jike whips ang
the front teeth so tha Slaves who trisd 1a starve o dearh
argument here is that hepe WIS 0 age limit for (he
Capturing; nt pny: Age, anvbody could ba Captured, 11 this ig commeet, 1 1s abwigus that
the European merchants then alss praticed child labioir op chiild abyee otheryine
‘gge" should be Spelt ot §

m order 1o limit (he ugly event a1 that epoch;, Alas! ‘ape
Was 0ol recopniizad, Similarly, Siide el al (1o7e. 215} noted that European
marchants ficemy g Enaugh prafits from slave trade and Ay
developed beyand a class bf e

Merea too coyld nol haye
2 Bzl of the slaves,

In the same veiry, Bolariy (1995:69) apuly explains tuy Idusirializatipg improved
Irade and commepps bt sigrd.ﬁmnﬂy. it affects People belongiip to g poor class,
Cne of e fenable ressane for s s the adveny gf Industdies yhioy ushered {n e
introduction of ol labour all aver Western Europe, Things became £0 bad that in
1302 20d 1803 8y aer Was passed to eliminace children from Working in factorjes i
arder to abolish chjg buse in Enrope, Alea, in Ay illing of twing* Cenfiries
£20 was ypically chily abise,

tall-geale farmers withant

THE CONCEPT OF CHILD ADUSE
iere s ng ILRESVT definition for he
Akinada (JI:H:II:EE_'} defines child abuse ag
n4Cians, aiindes or dealings perperrateq
“adults with e intension of hurting them,
: ab_u.s'e,;-ernmimml, Exhysical abuse, strpcrg
worids, child abuzer can be described a5
detrimental 1o e Ti:
probl

=0 Dt focuseg op what peaple (hing

cencept of child abyse According 1g

deliberate NEE3tive and unfay actions o

against children by some older people o
Examples of epjjy abuga’

=2 inclide sayyaf
abuse, neglect ang child labayr [y cther
an act being infligted gq child, which s
calthof the child, T, p!:cnnmem]ogi_s_t. child abuse js 4 social
and da to g ehily (Ritzer 20092 17,
23} prasits thay child ghuse iz 4 ehenemenon tha Culs across all of
Affica. In orher Words, as it is in Nigeria, s § '

50441 s jn Si:n; Leong, Libya and many

160 -
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i ; that ﬁlw;s
i of child abusa becomes an il wEnd.
i ‘gmd.‘luﬂd :11: : n;:::ll,mml: child prostitutes; kid-robbers, hig :z?sbslt!:i:;
well 26 ki Idiers, A typical example of kid soldiers is “an §-years ﬂlﬂﬂﬂ}
oo ﬁlﬂszﬁr&w gun, AKAT during the Liberian Civil War" (Ibim,
away

i aodu -
International Labour Organization (ILO) as mpurltd in D
19901388 h;dh g5 that 250 million children are actively =ngargi-:§£-m :?;J]: :]:}l]:acn
{1999:35%_'4 ";:tm according to TLO 61 percent (or lfjli-l ﬁ.ﬂ_mn;meﬂcl i
Rt e T
ighest tate of participation e
:ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂ:ﬁ' ;:h'c issue of child abuse is not peculiar to the African

¥ ther Wﬂjsl
1 I“l-f!uﬂ.ﬂi WE‘;IE‘ || E.'LI.I'U"FH! 11;1']!1'] ﬁmel‘!{‘.ﬂ a.ﬁl;f |_1'|E I'EJSI Df{ﬂhﬂfﬁ, I.Il

als0 : 0 h:

“ IEa EIE‘.‘IH! he: ITETION,

0 NTOF CHILD LABOUR IN
NDICATORS OF THE EXTE? LS
o :1'1E"£i;$ WHERE NATIONAL SURVEYS WERE COND
S ‘ RECENTLY

: Praportion of childeen 5= 4 yaars
Inilicators iy I
4 Bovs % Girls
' ' 5 2 .
Economically active children o = :
Boys/Girls ratio at work S i o
Children zilending school of whom q:||:|.:3.3 2] 2
With econgmic activity = — -
| Not attending school
oo 39,54 56,74 23
Inn ecanomic activity only . o T =
In house keeping activity only 242 - E
Working 40 hours or more per week : 14,] : e -
Working 4% hours or more per week : 11.13. e z
Waorking 56 hours o more per week 29_31 S i
Completely idle (nof going to SChM].’ nu:r i . .
wilh economic or house keeping activity) o . -
Children whose work is hazardous ;
Sectors where actual incidence of
injuries/illness iz highar than 1(3"!4- % . 5
Construction ‘ g i il B
dMining/quarrving




ns ortstorage’communication '. 17
Apriculture b
Children: < —

Whose wark js slressiiil

1!‘:'110 came home from work exhausted
Wha have ng day offfng free tim

Up to 50% of working clildren
Up 1o 60% of working children
Up ta 803 of warkin children

g;:;rce: Lo BLIEEIIL_L of Statistics (Geneva 1997)
o IEL*]L? e ;}hnvc uu!:::ates nuinber of warking elildre between
A Bureau of Statistics, Geneva 1997 in Kebebew, 1908),

GENDER

S-14 years of sge 1997

The dat: ; ai f
data 5o far obtained show that more boys than girls work 3 clos= 1o thres ba
 than rk ¥ closs o bays
¢ borme in mind, however," tiat the number ila[

::l 1';-:? Eirls, on average, Tt should b

varking girld is oflen underestinated by statsti !

| J statistical surveye w [

: i by Vs which u

nt?ln:::cuunt unpaid economic activity earried out iy and ara SUJ”‘F s e
inclding I1ous¢l}n]d Snlerrisas, i S

faliz ‘II;ICG:{: girls than_hu}'s perform full-time housework of ROT-ECOnaT
é;rds:m:.:np;;? JJﬂlJ i]:u.‘.tr Own parents' houschold-many of them hapy
i *0 thewr parents or guardians 1o zo to wo i
dert [ g or L r b
:I:-dlhu ppcﬂrmetnbcrs in the household, Such work {;krz’pumaé:?oc;; s
i ovie-third of the youngsters who do not attend schoe| ~they we

such full imie house work e | these :

3z bo k were taken intg acco ALk e i
between the sexes in the total size of workin hiid s
even exceed that of boys (Kebebew, 1998),

CAUSES OF CHILD AR
POVERTY i

In 1995, the Social Summit's n ' ;
o T K nmit's programme calls for rational ¢ T B
15, in discussing etrucpral ciuses of poverty, Hé'-'n'i:n:: :E:gﬁgﬂ”&?’égmcnuum U'I.El,-:g

alfects the Sociely at Iap
: B It suffices to psk” ild atmige verty |
exception. The developed cousiries 180 ha&nt;:i i ‘ BRI T

1n2

'T-:I':_:_‘_""”‘-'-'"'_w""."-"';:-':‘.‘ e
bl g ot

R Ty

issue of child abuse is concemed, but tha mte of paverty in Thind World countries is

5o high that even children are epgaged in economic activities. A typical example of
this can be seen on all highways in Migeria where hordes of children between ages (4-

18) are hawking in the name of assisting the parents: Ehigbo (1986:287) reveals that

61% of the respondents agreed el hawking is nol legal for a.child wider 15,

Interestingly, a child who refisses 1o engage in this economic activity may face,
sanctions accarding to the parents and méy even miss some meals,

UNEMILOYMENT ; )
The high raté of unemployment {s another factor that brings aboul child abuse. " Many
families depend on profit of eales, which their children will bring as a supplement in

onder to keep body and soul 1ogether,

PEER GROUP INFLUENCE )

The peer group is one of the agents of socinlization, a mofivational factor and
inevitable in lwman soclely, The type of peer group in which children find
themselves determine their way of life, In other words, a wrong choice of peer group
may result in child abuse. Similady, a lot of children zie not given proper guidance
and counselling by parents and members of Mie family, Such children are [eft to leam
from the streets, as 2 result, a lot of children end vp engaging in ant social acts,

NEGLIGENCE OF GOVERNMENT

The issue of child abuse is at ils apex as a result of negligence on the pant of Federal,
Seate and Loeal Governmants, Most of the laws or decrees to eradicate child ghuse
are only written but never enforceds In oiber words, negligence on the part of
gavernment hias been seom as @ way to encourage child sbuse and neglect in the
socicty, The fallure of thess laws and decrecs could sccelerate the number of
dropauts, truants teenage mothers, miscreants as well as increase in social vices in the

socicty,

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS TO EDUCATION — A SLOGAN '

‘Manifestation of child labour and neglect is apparently a clear picture of government
getitudz towards education.  For instance, UNESCO (1999:20) argees thus “siate
funding for education declines and 2 segment of the populdton can no longer affard
to send their ¢hildren to school”, Furiherance of this, a 1598 UNICEF study as
reponted in Aralysis of Nigeria’s Response to the Libuweville platform of Action, 2000)
indicated that 4,000 children were tafficked from Cross Fivers State fo varous pans

of Migeria as wall a2 1o othar countries within the region. Als=o, Tessarches shows tlut
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school children are living in the street in Port Harcou i
| r i, Owe :
Sckoto, Maidugur and Kana stalistically showed thai; e L

19 per ceni scfrond children were traficked

; . ; i wd 95 per cent af th e
Eas fndicates that most trafficking in Nigeria is fn.re{rra.'. LI At
o peb cent were berween 10 and 16 pears of age and the bay to givl ratio was 2:3

per eent of the children claimed that they worked for people other a‘.f:anlth i
Favents for a fee after school hours, il

per ceat had bean sexnally ahused- ¢ their re
it ually abused- 33 per cent by their relatives, 67 per cent by

In hlgi:_na., teenagers are on the streets as well as highways selling different item of
ggu}zls.lm en during the schaal hours, The qoestion then is does the child Tave rigl
ecucation? The Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development i%t'[‘?m
12} argucs that every child (male or famale) is entitled 10 receive free and ':f.
nl:m[lpulsu ry 1:tnlstc edication and equal eppartunity for higher education haszd
Individual ability and prepare the child for responsible life in the society ;.hls &
proraots arlu:l develop the child's personality, talents, mental and pliveic: o tl']
te the maximuem level and so on. ) oSO
In the same manner, Olics snd Will
education, It inchrdes: '

3,

¥ (2001: 74} outlined the Hght of every citizen to

Universal primary and secondary educatlon, including tectuionl o
f.-c-c.-zum_:z_\l edication, shall be free, compulsory and ml-:[r&]rsllz-lzﬂlzlr a_?{lﬂd
every citizen shall have equal access to Mgher education o the basis
of capatiy, by every appropoiste means and in 4 Ha
Progressive introduction of free Mgher edoeation,

b.

particular, by

It has been ohesrved that in Migerig,

st the right of a child to education has baan

edycation has become a slogan not 3 reali i

oed i ] ity. That 15, educat i

::25;::1;_1 has becoing a privilege not a right having considered the state or stﬁti;?'ﬂ ;I;'

o ;jsm-n g the counlty, I addition, governmen| has failed to provide the child with
e eszentials of |ife like food, goad héalth care system, sonnd education and so on

Iti : in Nigeri
15 an ey'e sorc Co-sec that in Nigera, swdents have to take famitre {desks) to

schoel before they could sit and writs whi ie &
angl while somie sit on
taliles and seats and buildings are dilapidating. i

It is worrisome to cee tesn
Also, many are vietims of ¢
Furheranee of tlis, some

agers on highways during schaol hours hawki

: chivy g ¢ ng: wares,
hild abuss since they are drop outs as a result ﬂf?m:{:
parents are ignorant as a resull they put teir children tf;
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wark as early as possible, Also, it as been observed that all democratically elected
governments in Nigeria have a blue-print of free education as their manifesto but
having assumed an office the manifesto becomes a slogan. In other words, a situation
where government plays a passive role in enhancing quality of education, abolition of
free education as well as poor funding will lead to child abuss, brain drain and ether
gocial vices in the soclety,

A child wha is involved in this *modemized slavery™ would be affécted edocationally,
sociologically and psychelogically, The humiliating and dehumanizing treatment
chilitren are subjected to would leave some Indelible marks on their psyche,  Their
attituda ta life and towards others remaing distortad because they are maladjusted,
For instance, girls who have been used as prostitutes would always look foe the easy
way out, They condition their minds such as it i3 better to sell their badies for money
than to engage in any other meaningfil work!, Besides, the foundation of the society,
which is family lifs is disrupted and they do not think of marriage snd its attendant
pains, :

The tealth implications of the continued trads in children as prostitutes cannot alo be

cverlenked cr underestimated. Child prostitution increazes the risk of several health-
related hazards.  ‘The, girl child invelved in prostifution stands serjous risks of
confracting sexually transmilted ‘diseases such as gonorrhea, syphilis and HIV/ATDS
vinis, This increazes the risk of damage to the reproductive sysiem, which eventually
may lead ta infertility. - Secondly, there is the possibility of unwanted pregrancy
resulting in teenage mothers —a case of a child having a child herself. Seme mey rol
have the cowrage and encouragement to have their babies therely resorting to criminzl
ghartion.

Criminal abortion often leads to death and where the child survives, there is the
likalihaed that g0 much damage iz done whereby the womb is ruptered er completely
removed in order ta save the teenage mother, Even, if the child has w carry the
pregnancy; to a term , because of her age, she may have complizations during birth
resulting in Vesico Vagina Fistula, (V.V.F) a condition whereby & woman does not
have muscle control and defecates and urinntes uncontrollably, The operation for
restoration and reversal of this condition is very delicate and so expensive that victims
{hemselves cannat afford o pay the bill and victim becomes social culcasts,

The fmplication of the continued trade in children within and cutside the country
receives @ wide national pudience,  The Mational Pollgy oo Edvcadon {1798)
maintaing that education is the most important instrument of changs in (he intellectual

end social outlack for any socisty, However, there is nead to curl child abuse in the

i , 105
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society.  Failure of this, technological advancement will

remain a mimpe,
comindrem and an Blusion in our education industry,
Fuirthermore, illiteracy breeds other ills for fhe sociely,  The social probleiis

resulting from  illiteracy  and paor orientation and  socialization culminate
unfortunately in hunger and poverty. Poverty and hunger have pushed some parcnts
t2 aliow their children to hawk in the nime of "home training", )
CONCLUSION

The phenomenological point of view is related 1o (he meanings and Interpretations

the ‘acter’ gives (o g particular situation, In other words, whilz same Eroups of
People may see child abyes as injustice, mialteeatmant, infurious, unwholesome as
well a8 violence, others may perceive the interpretation as “informal education™ or
"hame training”, Thay is, meanings and interpretations of siwalion delermineg the way
i individual in the society will judge such sitation, ‘

However, the thrust of tlis paper is that child abuse fn
interpretations is 4 crime and an ill wind, which must be eradica
B well 25 2ocial problem which must ba disgnozed and a
laws and decress must be enscted or promulgated sa g
society,

Accordingly, the duty to aradicate any form of child abw

sociaty, Howewer, Better sacial infrastruchure maore
Letter education muyst bz ay

i's meanings and
ted, I s a social il
Pprapriate prescriptions of
2 10 curtail crimes in (ha

5 CONCEMms everybady in the

Lconomiz oppartunities and
ailable ta all and especially the rur areas,

RECOMMENI» ATIONS

Government shnu!_d ingrease its anpual budzet éxpenditure directed towardz the
welfaee of the chuldren, There ig need o increase financinl assiciance to institutions
and agencies comcemed with the promoticen gnd defense of the rights of the child,

Government showld put in place economic
hunger among thys Wigerion pepulace, To
and inflation curtsed, :
Farmal education shou

policiss ained gt eliminating poverty and
b opportunities should be nada available

Hig rrec and compulsory at all lavels,

The Mational Palicy on Poput

and adequately Evonitored in
* Federation of Migeria should in

size shoeld be reviewed
tenns of its {mplementation.  Planned Parenthood
tensify the campaign on the need for family planning._

ation with regards to family

- 106
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Also, there should be seminars as well a5 group and indbvidual counselling in order to
curtail this modern day slavery,
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