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Abstract

The phenomenan of ginbalization Is moving af & faster speed and no nafion cari 4fford
ta be keft behind if it is to maintain acceptable rate of economic growih and development But
then, the question Is. Is globalization simply about economics and can we separate sducation
from ecoromics? Also, whal are the impiications of this concept lo both Afiican education and
Western education? In this paper; an attempt has been made fo discuss the above questions.
However, if the benefits of globalization are many, it ffien becomes imperative that education
remains for all societies the greatest instrument for achieving national development.

Introduction - SR U O I e

Various writers, of different conceptual backgrounds have altempled fo prche into the
relalienships of globalization and educafional development in Nigeria. “In fact, some of these
wrilers have enayzed whie others crificized the relationship of globalization and educatioria
developmenl in Nigeria. It may be first imporiant to understand what globalization itself is all
aboul. A i it

Globalization s & product of imagination, which has come Into malerials equivalent. In
ather words, it is one of the redlifies of our fime. Some say, it is'the dawn of a new era, which
encompasses and promses integration of nalional economics with investment, fechnology
ransfer, fransportation, communication and internationdl frade. Others see it as an “dd enemy in
& new disguise” which is characterized by uneven economy deveiopment [hat brings unequal
opportunifies, which is refected in the unequal integration and fragmentation of many nations in
which more developed nations get richer whie the less developed regions become poorer
Whatever perspective we want lo dafine dobdization, it s a generalization term that is vital and
necessary, as such the world becomes a “global vilage”. Interestingly, information lechrology
nas created impact on the economic, political, educaiion and cullural activities of people in
different spheres of life, which has become more closely integraled into the global village. Itis &s
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a resullof this, we ¢an lein 8l aspects of ell humen activities includin gpdﬂTereh%c?I%quﬂ:fngE;:n
and interact with each other gobetly. Since learning i& & {oof in edusation, therefore the rcle of

gl.:lhﬂlzatlmn *1!” ?ducza’-]ona‘ developmeni caninot be overemphasized, . B

) { should be pointad cut thal education i not confined to specific localion, but 1 is

ET"-:HUD-UE trocess, that is capabla of mastng the dsmands of the ¢FII'|dIanges of S‘:Iult:.:s;itizliatli;n?
s t': wiere, progress wit be recorded in the spheres of telecommunications, |Hlefex, ldephons
calie nef work, internel, voice and text malls and computers in tarms of education, However, in
izﬁzr te ert-.\':.uata any urderlying appraisd end crifigua of the role of globdization i educationsl
cuclopment, the paper discusses the concepls and definifions of globalzation, explains the
;I;EI-.F;EEZS_ of globalzation, relsvance of eduzalion in Nigaria, fssues and glabéi Ir:tugratlu;nd roa
___Irqafj%r ol Iﬁag!ér;gln ?-:?.ecaulonaf development I Migera, a5 well as summary and

Akl

Concepts and Definifions AR RS .

There i no unique o Lniversally adcaﬁ&{e{&_ﬂeﬂnitian of the ferm goba]i:'.&!idn.' It could

be referred lo 2s & slaqaering concepl. 1tis perinent to rectignize that the definition has many

concepls, perspectives, fates, impacts and interpretations. Though'i i
PPl pecspociives, impacts & pretabions, Though itis the process fo which tha
*;mg et-::c..-::my Tlas been reduced o 2 gobal vilags" and a “global maﬁ:e?, for 1hé purpese of
En' 'E:IE anding the main concepls, @ fow définlions and Inlerpretatons, of globlisation are
"'E;Ei-;m ered below, M (1887), dafined gobelization s the growing economic interdépendanice
I::’j _ I:‘.ldilr:mnzswund wids through the Increasing volume end veristy of cress-border, Fransactions in
gliotts and sendees and of international capital fows, and ! 8 rapid an
Sofead cifison ol lechmology, ' " A R P OIS ok Sl ke
In the same \ein, Gacia (1978)in her pepar * sin Souih’e i
) ‘ € , Ga in her pepar *Cooperation Solih® sees globaization
El'gzgéggam? ;'a;.r{_cls _pmg:.‘u]:hc-n &5 organized and raquired by IhE ganerd 'Eliérh%'lnuing of tragz
oF the free meblify of financial end productive capital n the context:
. : . of financia & capital i nigxt o acc 8
E;:q%gﬁ]j cgmg_g, T_z_lu:hn:mgnal gs'ﬁnmenl in the sphera of information &nd Hﬂ:ﬁt;ig-
: 125 Deen a cattelyst for Speeding the pro i : jon, di i
~ and consumplion. © EF'_ o ‘qh ?rﬁ-isls.bnngabnu_tg:apa E.Dmcm.n'dlsmumn
Ak [1856) i nol consent 1o [ sbove postulafons, But ralner dafiiad gobal '
i (1999) did ot consent o ietions, butranei &fiied gobalzation as
Ihenmurch of capitel @l over the wirld in search.of profils; a j:rfutjij?s"s' refectad ﬁ! thelzr?chlfl:;
|:~io-.~el_‘ of mulnaliond corparations. Itis ebout he nation-slate coming unter essire from the
surga of bansnaional phenomana, aboul ths emergence of aglobal mass'cullure driven by mass
aduamsm_fq and techni csl pcvances in Fass. commutication, R i
o Ala snd Emerize (2000}, globeization refects the gn e
_ : B mer: ; G :iects the grealter opehness ol i
n Eirn a:{c-nal ﬁcq nomigs 1o, greater fowis of trade, finance, capital, high F;ech tislogy n:r?g ni;;ac:
integration offerings.  The €ngineering mechanizm .of fobalizdtion femeifis tha revoliibon in

o7
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sciance and technology parlulerly -8s i affects Transportafion and electro-communication
systems. ' Ther net resull is the crealion of & gobal vilage, 8 singe markst system, & global ..
factory and & giobal office. In other words, globalization is grotesque and dangerous poarzation
petwasn peoplss and counries bengfing frem the sysiem end thasa that are merely recpients. .. .,

i ;
! (i 3

and raactionaries of lhe effects.

compression of world and inlensification of consciousness of the word s & whele. LT

1 Giddens 1900} i bis own. view, laid emphasis on gobalization to werld i which
socistios, clltures, peiities ahd sronomics hiave in some sensés, coma doser logatner,and
dafined the concepl as "ho-intensification of world wide eqcial ‘relations which link: distant |
localities in:such & way thel local happenings are shaped by gvents occurring mies ahd vice .
yersa, - - = ety . e
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The Challenges of Glohalization “i Feslaieiiyg 7 Sl

CGicbdization brings parsistent energy end benefls o countrizs that are shls.to propery
harness- their opporfuniies to the proger development: of thelr maleridls; -and - human
fesourcesiendowmants, Resources ere scerce, and for'a naion to bénelit from dobdization,
such nation must ba ready 1o bear the cost, and be readly lo scientifically ellacate her resources
both in hufman ‘and in materidls resources lowards allainment of econormic grawth and stabiity,

“Aighiah must ghve Foor to.compattion. Heving e=id this, the question that resdly comes to mind,

" s how do wa recancla the oppertuniies in weak econcmies of less developed nafions 1o wrrai is
chisinabls in the girong ecenomiss of developed nations? Are fhe developed countries gaiting
ficher whie the less davelopsd co nties getiing poorer? Whose role fs It 10 bring shbaul
international Intagration which allows the 1S developad countriss o galn from gobalization? In
bitiressing the ehova argumant, ona can level up the gap in tha sanss that globalzetion makes It
possila for eli nations to baneft from interdepandente. Interdepandance dlows &l ecanomic
agents to pariciale frely In internafiond rade and has also Increassd econamic inkags amond
countrizs through rads and snancial flows. 1L has elso baen argued thet Interdependence enlals
riek and uncertzinty, end that the rich erain the matn sream. .

" To ihis and, the major challanges to all cou niries, parficularty the developing cou nirigs is
by ba assisted from the marginalization and reposiioning in glend econamy wihich calls for beth
polisy and intellectuzl réview of tha rends and patterns of means of praduction In terms of expart
capacity and infrasiructural facilites: since the 1ess deveioped counlries are MEn-EeENaMISs
which are niot sel-raliant and depend sclely on wastem ELONOMISS, .
However, to meel the chellenges of gobalzation, the less developed counties,
parficularty Nigeria, viodd no doubl hestale In preparing individudls for the implementaiion and
antievamant of the vision 2010 objscives, that is, whars We &'e, whare wa wanl [a be 2nd how

o8
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Robertson (1982 erficulated gobaization as a concept which refers 1o bath. he -
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‘o getthere, These vilevaniually fllor the Nigerian economy towerds self-sustaining and sell-
refiant econamy, which would bé compeliive i 1hs werld market, and can access the various

internetionsl instiutions avadable -to promols econcimis growth end stabiity. - 1i &lso hes o

Improva on her communication networking Which includes productiva technalogy and the uss of
communization techndogies in ledraiig end in fa'cﬂrir?gﬁg&_n of the fow'and share-0f ideas, values,
goocs and servces, banking and Enancescienice, and technelogy, foreijd™lnvesimant and
marketinfegration, . s Rt

Ml y :
The Relevance of Globalization fo Education.. o :
It fizs heen erguetl st a dollar spent div'education of human beings wil eflen bring a
graater incraase In' nationdl income. then a dolfar devoled fo 1angible goods’, Therefore, Ihe
relevance of edusationt fannot be: overemphasized because 1 'makes hyman beings more
efficient, effective ang producive: ' Alfred Mzrshal also recognized hetelevance of education and
articulated thel, * good ecication confers orea! Indrect benefits even 'oh tha trdinary work man,
I stimuizles his menlal activity, 1t Tastans in kim the hebil of inquisitvensss, makes him mofe
intetfigent, mora ready and more trust worlhy in his ordinary work. o

Hebwgver, @ducalion is a calslyst In the process of giobalization In the sensa that, il

orings light to the social and sclentifie cooperation invalved in globalization. Dus 1o lechnologieal e
fie bresk - through in the telecommynicalions, inleenet, telefay, computers and othar ©
electronic devides it.is making a profound influsace on viluelly el ‘aspects of the economy '

and scisnti

through edusalion.” . The expansion of fhese devices has brought ta the deor step of peopla &l

nacessery information around the warld which has eventually brought light, knowledgs today

-decizion madng process and helps in the erea of chvilzation end modernizelion., .

] it isvan etcurate frulsm - that we. are in the ‘space age that requives sophisticate
education sbout envirenmant.. But less developed counlriss st lack the etilifiss to exploit 4l
necessary oopotiunites in aftaining greater height of the space ege, dus to poor invesiment i
edusation, pocr T Ssiructurd facilities, low lavel of techrology development, poor goveriianee,

poor and Jovmanagerial and technice! ablifies. All thesa factors aiso-miitale against the less

daveloped conn¥izd to galn in the process of gabslizalion.

Knowtedge is power and ecucation hitherto remains he geleway lo knowledga, Every ™
dﬁk‘dﬂ_ﬂﬁj counmy _._ﬂﬂﬁf-neﬁ Aha E[&[ﬂsmdushﬂgeﬁ _E'i“l}n-:}irry_ m'flf h}" t@p{ng ;ﬁ'_ﬂm WE

remendous poier of aduzation.in thek, march towerds eliahment of national chisclives. This
accounts for réasery why education is compuiscry for &l chidren in the developed counlies.
For Migeri= to ettaln-such stalus, and beneftfrom the éra of dobalization, there sheuld
ba more concentration on aducetion by making it the main hallmark of nationg! cbjsctives. She
should provide comypulsory and quelitative education nat proceeding *bit by bit® bt rather a large
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comprehensiva programms s required .of clzrly necessany:for the successil carrying out of.

sophisfeated sducafion, : SEE

Summary and Conzlusion ....°

i |
i

Tris paper has @scussed the relationship betwoen educalionsl devetopmentin Wdefaz "

ion | imaginat 1 has
zation, It is important to pote hat dobdlizalion 1s 2 product of imagination that I
agdmgmﬁams ;tq?wdant. it waits for nobddy’ or 4 nation, * We have eome 1o an era where
:Inﬂw;iupmni industrial revolulion is based on information. Informetion is knovdedge end
knowledge s i?wﬁ"lﬂ anditormation & Hed dnd ideds Tule the'world, end informalion cafrbe
aoquired through Bﬂll“:aiﬂn Thera is nead tieréfore fo Improve tha Nigenan adtitatiohal eyztem
by redecting global resiities in our curriculum.

‘o, the fala bconafnj in (s Tiew Seliaation Tests on the Gty of
‘zo, the falh of Migerian Beonomy in thi Tiew Era of globialization tesison the gty of
our palicy makers. There Is the nead for lhe policy makers to bear In mind that"information

controls the mechanism of gebalizetion and shoud be nfrodused i:j_!n_ngt_lgpa Ea_-.r;lqpf_p_gqi
siralegias for propsr man agembht and Implementation. - _

It Is cruciel end pertinent al this time for verious wrileré, authors schelars and paicy * '

i { ! iti 5 by reclucing our
ligeria, 1o offer batter guidance and criical englysis for our, couniry by reducing our
pﬁiﬁf&%#%rﬁgﬁ%‘mﬁdmﬁ by heipiag t fealizs the fugs cepactly ci_;f}_]r_patlm:_# Tes__:_zlq{ufz]s :
endoernent and alsoproté il this Jeéuies of our edticaliond system and eéonoy.” By mE., G ;
pﬁlenliais wiolld be redized, discovared, exploited and putinio optmal use, which wil serve a3 @

nlials would be redlized, clscovered, XPIOREL S b X L o Shokaltzaloh: - Above B,
o et Jor Migefia ey 1o behieft betier n thé'era of gobalizalon: . AbOVE =

Eféi:&; Eﬂd el natigoﬁs arafaced wih cofpaliion d jeh'thg‘;iaﬁh&l'_ﬁ of g'loh:?_:a'ai-.on, hencs,
Migeria educefon and sconomy shoutd be premised '“”.t“?[.l?t}f“.?"?es.ﬁ g'nbdl?algn e

e
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