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Abstract 4
This paper examines cyltural influence As @ means of
social change in stydents’ learning in Nigeria, Every
given societyf has a distinct culiure salued or cherished
by the members ofi the society. Culture plays @
sigrnificant role in individual’s life and the society at
large. There has heen cyltural influence o the part of
Africans from time immgemorial. As @ matter of fact,
Africans were doing  things similarly like the
E uropians; since then there has been cultural shock as
well as social change in every African society.
Different cultures from various parts of the society as a
result of interaction with modern  communication
technology bring about social change in the society,
cohich has cultural influence on students’ learning i
schools. Society 15 notistatic but dynamic. Hence, it is
recessary to expect positive change i Every aspect of
social system such s education, culture, family, polity
in order to improvethe existing educational systen.
Social change and educational development in Nigeria
can create awareness far the training of individuals for
social innovations, imbibing good culture and progress
in relation to education. It 8 recommended 4hat

inasmuch as it 15 good to know more of other people’s

e

wey words: Cultural snflience, Soclal change, Stadents’
learning, Globalisation, Modemn Communication
- : ] 3
Technology.

Introduction

Every society is endowed with a distinct culture; in other
words, a culture which is peculiar to such a society. There is no
society without culture = culture says much about a society.
Every given society has a distinct culture valued or cherished
py the members of the society, Culture has an aspect Of
component such as language, dressing, food, ways of life,
occupation, and even religion. For Instance, all these aspects of
culture play significant role in individual's life and the society
at large. For example, t0 study in Gerrany, India and some
other countries, it is imperative for foreign students to be
minimally acquainted with the language of such countries.
Both sociologists and psychologists are also conscious of the
culture of the sodety they are operating. The early writings of
Auguste Comte (’1?98-185?], Emile Durkheim (1858-1917),
Pitrin Sorokin (1889-1968), Herbert Spencer (1820 - 1903), Max

" Weber (1864-1920), Immanuel Wallerstein (1930 - )} Talcott

Parsons (1902-1979), Louis Althusser {1918-1990), Socrates (459-
369 B.C), Plato (427-347, B.C) among others, are significant
exponents who studied thé society but take the culture of their
society into cognisance (Ritzer, 2000). B

Africa in Diaspora has enriched culture — practicing and
educating the younger generation before colonisation. In other
words, every African country before the advent of colonial
masters had their own system of politics, religion, ecdlucation as
well as culture (Rodney, 2009). It suffices to say that shortly
after the Europians set foot.on the shores of African continents,
cultural influences began. Rodney (2009) avers that:
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education began in Affica before the colonial period,
Coastal rulers and traaers recogiized the necéssity to
penetrate move dezply dntto the way of life of the white
yan who came across e seq (p. 170),

[he message above reveals that there had been cultural
influences on the part of Africans from time immemorial. As a
matter of fact, Africans iwwere doing things similarly like the
White man; since then, there had been cultural shock as well as
social change in every African society.

Every mankind experienﬁes a change in one way OF the other.
lake for instance, when a new born baby is born, changes take
place at different stages. The change ig not peculiar to human
beings alone but also to the various institutions such as
~ducation, family, religion, polity as well as legal system. Thus,
a change in a particular systerm) also affects other systems. The
sociological question that may bother the minds of an
individual is, “What exacﬂfx is social change”? To answer this,
it is pertinent to note that society is not static but dynamic. This
means that a telephone of 100 years ago has been reformed to a
mobile phone; thereby introducing a change of telephone in the
society. Thus, a social char_fge means to improve by alterations,
correction of error Of removal of defects; put into a better form
or condi tion or to change for a better (Pernede, 2008).

In every society, change 18 inevitable, though Ritzer (2000) sees
change as an orderly process, Parsons, in Ritzer (2000) explains
how change affects the social system and ite relationship with
education, Change, wher it comes, therefore could result in
cohesio n, consensus and ‘order. Thus, social change is an
Jlteration in the state of society resulting in modification of old
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Conceptualisation of Culture

The concept of ‘culture’ has been defined by wvarious
regearchers. Akinpelu (2005) mtmates that there is need to
discuss the concept since such related topic seems to put the
average person off. The argument went further that, there are
complaints about the decline in personal and public values
especially the moral decadence of the learners or students as a
result of civilization cumt, nodernisation, Thus, the concept of
culture as defined in the cultural policy cited in Federal
Ministry of Information (1891) is “the totality of a way of life
evolved by a people in their attempts to meet the challenges of
living in their environment, which gives order and memﬁilg to
their social, political, econefmic, aesthetic and religious norms
-nd models of organisation thus distinguishing a people from
their neighbours”. This definition, therefore, implies that
culture helps to distinguish a particular set of tribe or people. In
the same vein, Millers (1967) argues that culture consist of a set
of patterned and functionally interrelated customs common to
specifiable individual human being, In other words, since we
have different societies, culture could be interrelated which

j __cnuld also be cherished by another society. That is, culture is
not static but dynamic which also respond to external

influences, by bringing about changes and curriculum
development in schools. (Anho, 2011). .

“Globalisation and Cultur’-';f
The world is being referred to'as a small village. In this era of
globalisation, ~ extensive . .interactions, ~connections and

~ connectivities have been taking place and this culturally has

extensively influenced learriers and students of different levels
of education in Nigeria. Ir:gther words, the seeming threat of
the ‘phencrrnenon of globalisation which reveals cifferent
foreign culture in developing countries like Nigeria, for

4
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culture of a particulas gociety, the study of Pemede (2C09)
reveals that cultural influence has affected learners especially in
the University system to an extent that adoption of foreign
language and food had influenced students 0 a high extent. In
vlew of this, Nzewi (1997) in Pemede, (2009) reminded Africans
papecially Nigerians thati
Modern Africa has racklessly abandoned 1iis
human essence and cultural values while
gobbling  Up the . modern-publicity hoisted
glamorous aliures of western thoughts and life
sty les. Africa cannot afford to continue thinking
ind acting as the West thinks and acts...The
of the world’ need mental and material

i_'l 1={8 :'F' ]. e
subservience (p.

cooperation not retationship of
19). LU

The argument shows that learners have invariably accepted
different cultures which also influence their studies. It is a
cormmon knowledge to know that learners at different levels of
Nigeria ecducational system have interactions with electronic
gadgets such as CSM, worldwide web, DSTV among others. In
view of this, Akpan {ZGDQ_].maintams that the interaction of
learners from distant contrasting culture as a result of modern
commumication gadget 1g also part of global learning
experience leading to the phenomenon of globalisation.
However, it should be noted that the influence of modern
gadget being used has also influenced Nigerian learners
negativ-ely in such a way that there is a significant difference in
the armwount spent on prowsing on issues not related to their
studies all in the name of social change or post modernisation.

“growing progressively better (Hughes,
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social behaviour OvVer Hme as a social change. It is a process by
which society pecomes something different while remaining in
some respect the same (Hughes, Kroehler, ‘v’ander—ZanE-&m
1999), An example of social change includes globalisation,
increased voting rights for women and peaple of other
athnicity in the Third World. In addition, it also comprises that
gveryone is required to go to school for a certain amount of
years, as opposed to being able to withdraw at young ages.

Cultural Influence PDefinition

Cultural influence is the technological influx to education in
yecent years such as e-mail, cell phone, Internet facilities, visual
aid and online social networks. In the past, communicating
with others either by mail or face-to-face interaction had cer tain
constraints, However, the fast growing modern communication
technblogy is an example of change with an increase in cultural
influence in learners in different pares of the world especially in

Nigeria.

‘Theoretical Framework and Social Change

There are different theories which make one to understand the
concept of social change. They include Evolutionary, Cyclical,
Functionalism and Conflict Theories. The Evolutionary Theory
of Social Change is the oldest attempt at offering basic
explanation of social change. Charles Darwin’s (1809 — 1882)
pioneering work in biological evolution contributed to 19th
Century theories of social change. To Darwin, social evolution
reserbles biological evolution and results in the world
_ Kroehler, Vander-
Zanden, 1996). In the same vein, Spencer contends that change
has persistently moved the society, progressing to @ higher
state. Also, Auguste Comte, the modern father of sociology, has
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progressed from siraple to more complex forms of social
organisation, The writings of Comte and Durkheim bring about
unilinear Evolutionary Theory. This theory contends that
sacieties pass through the same successive stages of evolution
and inevitably reach the same end. However, Gerhard Lenski
(Jr.) views social change a8 multilinear than unilinear. To him,
change can take place in ‘various ways and that it does not
inevitably lead to the same direction (Hughes et al, 1999;

Sehaefer, 2000),

From the above argument, it means that society is not static but
dynamic. In view of this, it is necessary to expect positive
change in every aspect of social system such as education,
culture, family, pelity in ‘order to improve the existing
educational system. ‘

Cultural Influence in Learne:s

[t is a known fact that African culture is highly rich in terms of
respect for elders and teachers, coupled with total obedience to
individuals and members of the society at large. Thus, the
phenomenon of globalisation which revolutionalised modern
communication technology has speedily eroded African culture

which imvariably influences learners in different levels of

learning. Typical examples of this are violence, provocative
dressingg among young ladies, hair braiding and the use of ear
rings by young men in the Nigerian society.

The National Policy on Education (2013) spells out the
philosophy and goals of education.
stipulat es thus:
|, [Development of the individual into a morally sound,
patriotic and effective citizen;

Section 1, sub-section 6 .
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national unity.
It is the intenl of educadonists, policy makers as wall
stakeholders to develop learners of sound mind; with enriched
cultural heritage and Sgpietal values but this has been
drastically eroded by foreign culture, which significantly has
been imbibed by Nigerian learners in different levels of the
educational system. As a matter of fact, different cultures from
. various parts of the society as a result of globalisation with
| modern communication technology brings about social change
in the society, which has cultural inflience on studenis learning

in schools.

naHonal consciousness, values and

Social Change and Teacher Education

. Social change and education are the creation of awareness and
- the training of individual for social innovations and progress in
relation to education. Social change and education can be
viewed within the realm of teachers’ education, curriculum,
.= policies and programumnes, students’ attitude and new invention
- through new technology.
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- Teachers are regarded as the builder of the nation. They play
i significant roles in moulding the nation through impacting
o sound knowledge to students that would grow older and
.. become future leaders of the next generation. Karl Mannheim
'_"-:%é‘g:_:ggreed that ‘no teaching is sound unless it trains a man to be
r%h _ aware of the whole situation in which he finds himself and tc
4 - be able after careful deliberation, to make his choice and comu
40 a decision’ (Ajere, 2009). Social change and education i
relation to teachers expect teachers to be trained to always maj
- -out improved strategies in the collection of teaching methods I
‘various fields of sacial life, to develop new teaching techniques




pdate themselves in use of computers and other improved
technological equipment for instruchonal purposes. All these
technological opportunities have not been put in better use in

achools in Nigeria, for instance.

Curriculum
Curriculum is the planned course of study or instructions in
man’s institution such as primary schools, secondary schools or
even tertiary institutions like polytechnics, colleges of
education and university (Falodun 2006). The curriculum 1s
planned in a way 1o facilitate and guide the selection of
contents and all pedagogical activities of the school system.
UNESCO (1979) cited in Bello {2003) maintained thus:
lnformation gives the possessor POWER and
influence over and above the authority he may be
legally vested with. In any organisation, power,
that is, the ability to get things done, flows into
the hands of those who have the most (as well as
the most up-to-date) information. People are
more likely to be guided by those who know
more and better. Thus, the first principle in
achieving managerial effectiveness is to have
access to the most valuable and up-to-date
information (p. 595}

The argument above reveals that the whole world has become a
global village through rodern communication technology. The
growth of information technology in the last one decade has
had a siggnificant effect on people’s culture, learning, and life,
all over the world. Thus, curriculum comprises all the learning
experien<e learners are expected to acquire to be able to
function effectively in the global community. Fafunwa (1974),
in Lasisi (2005), observed that we are living in a world where
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o be iJ:npla;-'nen%sa;‘. {5 axpected to reflect the indigenous culhare
for proper integration to the global world.
We live in an age when change has become a tradition. The
jearning and teaching activities in the era of globalisation has
ensured change and innovation existentially occasioned by the
ulti-dimensional faces of the information technology facilities
of the 3¢ Millennium Age  (Stan, 2004), Therefore, the
curriculum 0 be implemented is expected to reflect the
necessary ingredients for proper integration 1o the global
world. The curriculum that has sound cultural justification,
contempoTary composition of Information and Communication
Technology, need to be fashioned out in order to be in tune
with what is obtainable internationally. For instance, Longe and
Akindemowo (2008) posited thus:

In developed countries, digital technology in the

form of e-learning Systems, and other

innovations, has greatly complemented the

conventional methods of teaching in classrooms

and lecture theatres that still prevail in Nigeria.

The curricula of programs, and entire fields of

academic learning have evolved, and even begun

to mature (p. 609)

% _In view of the above, all experiences that are no longer in

accordance with the present trend of social change need to be
removed so that new experiences and values can interrelate.
Curriculum contents ought to be capable of instilling ideas, .
rblevant in the present global
transformations.
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that are changing the world are not solutions to every problem
but are without doubt, enormously powerful tools for human
development. However, the education system is not left out in
this rapidly changing world, New inventions and technology
are instrument of change in the Third World countries. In
Africa for instance, education is now becoming information-
intensive and information-based. Modern communication
technology has emerged as an effective distributive approach to
managing educational matiers and learning processes during
this era of globalisation. Swindler (1993) describes secial change
a8 when behaviour patterns change in large numbers and this
change is visible and sustained, that is, once there is deviance
from culturally inherited values, this results in a-change in the
welal order, For instance, Bello-Imam and Ihebuzor argued
thus: ' '- '
The technological revolution of electronics is
completely changing the conduits of information

2nd communication. Information Technology- (IT)

is providing almost more information than people

can cope with. Through the Internet, scholars can

chare information’ as members of the. global
village. The convergence of computers and TV is
creating new media and altering the way our
society learn, bringing “edutainment or
"infotainment” to the majority of erudite scholars

(pp. 561 — 562). :

The argurment above shows that teaching and learning have
taken advantage of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) in providing functional information to the
education sector. Bates (1999) agreed that introduction of
network education would mean thorough re-examination of
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Conclusion ;

Social change is an ever prasent phenomencn in social life, but
hag becotne espedally great in this modern era. The origin of
modern sociology can Ve fraced to attempts to understand the
dramatic changes that have suddenly metamorphosed into
modern world, promoting new forms of social order as a result
of globaiisatinn, which can be viewed within the realm of
teachers’ education, curriculum, policies and programmes,
students’ attitude and new invention through new techmology,
ag well as sustainable African culture. It is the opinion of the
researchers that social change and educational development in
Nigeria can create awareness for the training of individuals for
social innovations, imbibing good culture and progress in
relation to education.

Recommendations
This paper proffers the following recommendations:

1. It is good to know more of other people’s culture but
such should not influence us (learners) negatively.

9. Federal and State Covernments should checkmate
different movies and enact laws so as to avoid some
unacceptable ways of life which is alien; perhaps not
part of Nigerian culture.

3. Parents should endeavour to encourage their wards or
children to exploit the academic part of - modern
communication technologies in the interest of the
survival of Nigeria society.

=~ References

Ajere, O. (2009). Sociclogy of Education; Nigerian Perspective
Tlorin: Gross Excellent Publishers.

49




; apan et vk
 eusliae Hordser o o nEm, R SR :
yvaclan: Sitany roar PUDGEE0ET2 - (L. Ltel.

=m & R N s = 3 o rake e T e L Py, S e
aalng R B L Ll i) ¥ Inbrodiitiaul i £ nyospeay QL
Macmillan Edncation

Education. London: asingstoke,
Li I'.'Lit‘ld.
Akpan, R. J. (2009). Curbing the Clobal Culture of Violence in
Jigerian Secondary Sehools. The Role of School
Administrators. African Research Review. An International
Multi-Disciplinary Journal Ethiopia 3 (3) 377-387,

Arho, R. O, (2011). Moral Conducts of Students in Secondary
&chools in Delta State: An Assessment of the effect of Native
culture cn Discipling, Oyrder and Control. African Journal of
Education and Technology 1 (1) 45-52.

Bates, A. (1999)- Srrategies for yhe Future. Retrieved January
2005 from hiip/Bates

Bello-lmam, L.B- and Thebuzor, L. A. (2008). Issues in the
Development of Informationy, Education and Communication
(IEC) Materials at the Tertiary Level of Education in Nigeria,
Boucouvalas, M. and Aderinoye, K (Eds) Education for

Millennium Development. Essays in Honour of Professor Michael 3

Omolewa Vol. 11. Tbadan: Spectrum Books Limited.

Bello, S.A. (2008). The Role of Information Technology in the
of Nigeria's FEducation System. Boucouvalas, M. 7
g A derinoye, R. (Eds.) Education for Millenniun Development. &
Essays in Honour of Professor Michael Omolewa Vol. 11 Tbadan. i

Management

Spe ctrum Books Limited. |

Fedexal Ministry of Information (1991). Culture and its i

Ma nifestations. Lagos: Federal Ministry of Information.

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013). National Policy of

Ed-ucation (6 Ed.) Lagos: NERDC Press.

So ciology: The Core. London. MeGraw-Hill College.

50

Lipritad.

Lasisi, AR (2006). Pragmatic Approach io the Teaching o©f
Policies for Nabion Technological Seli-Reliance. Journal of
vocational Educatior, (JOVEK). 5. {2} Unique Press, Lagofs

Road, Kantagora.

Laner, RIH. & Lauer, I. C. (2002). Social Problems and the
Quality of Life. New York. McGraw-Hill.

Longe, RS. & Akindembowo, E. (2008). Managing Nigerian
Education in the Third Millennium: The unfulfilled Promise
of Constitutional Principles, Information Technology and the
Law. Boucouvalas, M. & Aderinoye, R. (Eds). Ed-ﬁcnf:’un for
Millennium Development. Essays in Honour of Professor Michael
Omiolewa Vol. T Tbadan. Spectrurmn Books Limited.

Millers, R. (1967). Perspective on Educational Change. New
York: Appleton.

Movius, L. (2010). Cultural Globalisation and Challenges 1o

Traditional Communication Theories. Journal of Media and
Communication 2 (1) 6-18.

A - Nzewi, M. (1997). Africa Music: Theoretical Content and

Creative Continuum. Oldershausen: Institute for Didaktik
Popularer Musick.

Pemede, 0. (2008). ICT and Teacher Education Reforms: A
Research Review. Natignal Journal of Sociology of Educatior
L 11(2) 274 —278.

_'-._"Pemede, 0. (2009). Influence of Knowledge and Attitude t

Clobalization of some aspects of Education and Cultura
. Values among University Students in South-Western Nigeriz

g PHD Thesis, University of Tpadan., Teacher Educatio

Hugzhes, M. Kroehler, C. & Vander-Zanden, JW. (1999). 2 _ Department, pp. ii - 222

51




Ill._"'-"." {

e P T e Y
Mk :{_'ll LA 'l_{_ll;]. El',_'-,_)"; 'rl:.'_l.'_. JaiL .

ra

L1 Tlaaeeers St sramOTe T
2% Syt

wrer, 0 (2000), Sodlological InNSOry. SRgRptis: =5
Hills Companies.

Rodney, W. (2005), How Europe
Pratoria, Punaf Publishing.

CL

s
AThaTaty

under-developed Africa,

Rose, P1 (1975). Sociology. An Introduction: London. St
Martins Press.

Schaefer, R.T. (2000). Sociology: A brief Introduction. Toronto.

" McGraw-Hill Higher Education.

Stan, A. (2004). Modern Approach to Classroom Learning.
Workshop organised by tme Education Tax Fund/National
Commmission for Colleges of Education for Teachers in
Colleges of Education, South-South Zone, Asaba, Delta State,
Nigeria.

Swidler, A. (1993). Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia: retrieved
from httpien,  wikipedia,
15/03/2010

Tahiru, S. (2008). Application of Pragmatistn Theory of
Education fto the preparation of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Teachers for effective
Implementation of Universal Basic Education. (JERD). 4. (1).

52

org/wiki/ social_change, on’

aricl Selution

Eluwa, Idowu O, (Ph.d)
)

P L TACTRRN . 1. Jegp e i e L L by e e B
Df:;i]?'f?f:f.';: ol SCiaie Edneation, ColiRge Orgs -LHH---/JI!- aRd: Selence LATiG,

L
Michag! Okpara Univ f Agriculture, Umudike, Abia State
Entail: idouzhivaBualioo. com

Abstract

This paper examined entreprencurship innovations in
Nigeria with focus on issues, prospects, challenges as
well as probable solutions. The study which was
carried out in three sampled Federal Universitics in
South-Eastern part of the country adopted the survey
research design, and used a questionnaire titlec:
“Questionnaire for Appraising  Prospects arnid
Challenges to Entrepreneurship [nnovations in
Nigeria” (QAPCEIN) as the instrument for data
collection, A sample size of 300 respondents was
randomly selected and one null hypothesis was tested
at 95% confidence interval using Chi-Square
statistical analysis technigues, The results of data
analysis showed that there is no significant difference
in the perception of male and female respondents on
the issues, prospects, and  challenges 0
entrepreneurship innovations in Nigeria, It was
recommended among  other  things  that the
Government as well as other stakeholders in the
economy should regularly sponsor seminars, training
workshops, and conference geared toward changing the
mindset of the people towards embracing
entreprenciirship innovations, and entrepreneurship
curriculum should be implemented in all sectors so as
to bridge the gap that exists in employment
opportunitics, as well as foster economic development.
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