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Abgstract

Langtages are indeed the pedigree afnations, therefore when a language dies or
disappears, it means that speakers afthe languase have last thelr tovchwith the
past which is an indispeniable element of kuman co-exisience. Language is that
veritahle insirimeant that transmits past events and people’s actions (culure) to
the present and even future gererations. Without longuage, suck an ancestry [s
etit gff and shattered. The cultural valuzs of the Lagesians (pecple wha live in
Lagos) would have been totally eroded if not for the continuous wse of the
indigenous languages. Indigencus languages are therefore regarfsd o3
catalvsls for improving and enviching evltural values pariicularty among High
Lehoal stedents in Lcrsﬂ: state, MNigeria. This .H'ln;}r'_u., ih .ru';"gru, sxarmiined £ha
indigenans languages ar a catalyst for inpraving cultural values ameng High
School Students. The study adoped a deseriptive survey to sample students fram
three chosen schools. A questionnaire wos designed and used for data collzetion.
Thiz stuely concludes thar parents, governnent ax well a5 curricufum panners:
should encourage indigedous languages In the education industiy :
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Introduciion

Language is fundamental to every culture, Language and culture are intermw
that the maintenance of one also sustains the other.
langunge is the

ined to the extent
1 Culture is expreszed through language, and
i earrier or promoter of cultures. In a nation like Nigeria, with diverse ethnic
groups, different languages and cultures exist. The Hausa, Igho and Yoruba have different
languages and eultures, It is through language that each ethnic Eroup expresses its cultural
values. The same thing applies to Lagos state where we have twa major languages, That i;
‘:’u:n'ul:u:'l.-: and Ogu. The Yoruba people are in majority all through the state wh ih::llhe Oy penp!;
cover jus! about two Local Government Areas, Meanwhile, Yoruba language is one of Nigeria's
three major languages and also the langunge of wider communication in Southwestern N igerin,

However, each of thes i its <l ndi i i
‘ : 12z ethnic groups has its different indigenous langunge through which their
cultural values are ex pressed,

}x!ex-er[hclm.[hu:iudigcnnusIﬂn._L_!.lmgc and cultural values assessed in this rezearch isthe Yaruba
~;:[-g}-lj-§|c becﬂ.us:lthes.|:u:akersur‘:’m'u|:n m'lc|||l;Iu::11:Ljr:rir;,-.0||c|w-::lsmn|1|~.ru|:[-.|:u|h-: fact that

tuba language isa d|c~['=::.rd I:leiglragc which hassaved Lagosians fram facing out theirenliural
values in the face of the English language and culture, It s advisable that the use of Yoruba

language in our varicos daily communications |s encouraged in order to promate and presarve
It - 1 : k i
the ways and mannersof Lagosians,

It is an_-f*r'.'cd that a- lot of t'u?.-cign influences have been felt in most High Sehoal Students in
Lagos state, A:E aresult of this, their linguistic and cullural attitudes have been affected Were it
E;t ﬁl:lr the :mstenile D; |lhi indigenous language (Yoruba), children would have tmed the
reeding system to "handshake' and 'hi-hi situation' instead of bowing, kneal: ; i
: @ , kneeling and p
farthe elderly ones ' ¢ * it

Despite some stricl penaltics imposed on High Schoal students who speak “vernacular”, we still
have a geod number of sush students that continue to use it. Although it is painful th*l'must :;f
studentsdo not use thie Yoruba language correctly as it was used by their forefathers b :
!aFk some realistic aund factual ingredients of the Yoruba language like the use of oral poetry

wilty savings, proverbs, chants, ways of greetings, attitudes toward elders. the value svshfm ﬂn:rl:i
the right atmosphere the owners of the Yoruba language would have cxr,:uecr-.‘:d. It is better for.

Farents and Governnnent to encourage the use of Yoruba lan indi i i
: guage (indigenous) inon
private schools; - i :I g

ecause they

lF-::]l:H'uns-;:u ::EZDDG} Sc:gits that “Our language is part of our culture; if we lase our language, we
0ze aur culture and ~wize versa™(p34), High Schools st e sti ; befor ’
Eprvle (p34) Hig students are still correctable Lbefore they go

filuticyns where it may be extrenely difficult to o i
! ¥ ontrol them on the choice of

Language and Culfure
Language and cultur e mave hand-in-hand. They can bz regarded as and
way that the mament you relegatz one
used ta expresstheir culture, and the

: are intertwined in sucha

s the other is rendered ussless, The language of a people s

eilture ofa people is expressed through their language use.
150
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Inview ofthis, UNESCO (1983 ) asserts thus: '
Languages are humanking's principal tools for fnteracting and for expressing
ideas, emotions, knowledee, memories and values, Languages are also primary
vehicles of cultural expressions and intangilble cultural heritage, essential to the
identity af individuals and groups.

The assertion above reveals that, our values are expressed in language, Culturs, accordin
Ajala(2006)eiting Taylor {1891} iz defined as:
that complex which includes knowledge, beliefs, aris, moral, customs, toeols and
other capabilities acquired by man as a member of society and which are learned
and passed from one generation to another

The various definitions further show the inseparable relationshipa that exist between langu
and clture, So, fallure to speak the indigencus languages, in the High Schools Nigeria
amount torelegating those languages as well as our eultures to the background. Tt is no wer
there is moral decadence amon g our youths today because most of them are interested in for
culture. They want to speak and behave in foreign ways without paying sttention. to
indigenous language and eulure.

Inany Yorube land, Yoruba language is the core langeage of communicating the Yoreba cull
[t iz an psset and above the colonially inherited English language, It helps the Yoruba grov
speak into ane's vision, mission and programme in the Histo-philosophy of Omo Odud
(Aja-Akpirn, 2008), Geortz (1973) says, “through language, the people's culture is kno
People's enltural background ean ke easily traced through the uze oftheir indigenouslangua,

Ogun (2008) apines that languags s a cultura! {00! for the easy identification of & prople
should be allowed to be learnt from birth to adulthood for the prometion of a people'sculture
tradition". Funny enough, were it nat for the sake of some resilient students that insiston the
of Yoruba language on sehool premises, the support given to English lansuage in ourcurricy
Swould have driven the indigenous language to a crash. The English language is a threat |
indigenouslanguages,

The English language iz now a dangling carrot trapping moest people in Yoruba lind to f
their language and culture. 1t is very sympathetic that our indigenons language and moral
gradually passing away, Folorunso (2006) maintains that;

Qe educational system tadey relegates the development of Migerian languages
ta the background Parents pride themselves in restricting their children fom
speaking Yoruba. Private schoals advertize as ‘English Speaking’ eharge Righer
JSees for that purpose. Yet it has been long realized that the philosophy of life,

morafin: what peaple regard ai good and beaniiful are all expressed i el oy
langiage. Manee, when we lose ove mother- tongue, we lose our culture (. 34)

Therefore, we must not lase grip of our indigenous language becavse our language s parto
cculture and cur eulture is part of our language. Let us therefore encourage the vz of Ye
language on scheal premises among our High School students to instill morals intathern a
sustain the fiture ofour language. '
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Indigenous Language and its Effect on Cultural Values
Oder (2002) identifies two types of cultural values: They are:
[i1). Material cultural values

{b, Mep-material Cultural values.

Material cultural values include all that tha pecple of a particular society have ereated or
daveloped for their own use and comfort and which they can be ldentified with. These includs
the azts and patterns of building houses, the fabrication of local tools orimplements for farming,
fishing, hunting and finally the different patterns of d ressing amangst the people,

The non- material eultural values predominantly include language, attitudinal values and
beliefs, philosophy, literature and festival of the peaple, The non- materinl cultural values refer

to these aspects of humen activities that are transmitted from Heneration to generation through
Fracess ofsocialization,

Cultural values are formed in four ways which are:

1) Environmental Adoptions

2 Historical factors

3 Socialand economicevelution

4. Contactwith otherculiural values.

Fafunwa (1983} identifies seven aspects of traditional ~ducation among the Yorubn people
including;

(a). Developments of later physioal skills
(b} Respect forelders and peers,
(). Intellectual development,

{d} Voeationaldavelopment,

{e). Community participants,

(. Developmen|ofethnical character and
(g Premation of cultural heritage.

Culture has to do wwith the beliels and aditudes about somathing that a group of people share,
which are, to # large extent, preserved and transmitted by the language through which they
interact. Thus, the way of life of the people is intimately bound up with their langunge,
E-ﬂl‘lgllﬂgc, therefone, isamedium of communizating thoughts, emolions and exaltations, Thatis,
tor effecting understanding among men. Tt has a role to play in preserving the attracliveness,
sanctity and building nature of cultural heritage in our society. Since culture binds people

together, language binds people more closely logether. Tt means that culture cannot be
effectively display ed without lan muage,

Tt should be noted that no foreign language can be used effectivaly to bind the culture of Yeruba
together, UNESCO (1983) in Odunsi (1994) noted that there s nos foreign language that can
?:I?_quate]}r and effectively take the place of the indizgenous language and tDDdiSrEgﬂ:‘d the
indigencus langua ge will be tantamount to Jeopardizing the mental development of the child, 1t
15 unfortunate in Nigeria today that the percentage of children having interast in the indigenous
language is low compared with those

language being the medium far com municating thoughts, emations and exaltations has & rale to

187
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interested in the foreign languages. In other words, |
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play in preserving the culturel heritage in our society. The relationship between language

eulture is 50 close that when one is separated from the other, there is always a vacuum: So, it
big error to use a foreign language to practice indigenous culture or to practice foreign cultur
our indigenous language. The resultant effect is always unpleasant because a round peg car
best fit into a square hole, Hence, there is need to encourage and embrace our indigen
language and eullure, i

Fafunwa (1983) observes that the stand of gavernment is hinged on the fact that if realizes
role of indigenous language in national integration, the promotion and preservation of culh
This 15 the reason why in Ewtope, North Ameries, Russia, Japan, China and other develo
ecountries, education of the child is done through the indigenous language for primi
secondnry and university edueation,

But painful enough, despite the efforts of gavernment in promoting the indigenous language
Nigeria, most of the students in the secondary schoal appears not to be interested in learning
Migetian languages (Makinde 1999, citing Awoniyl, 1978).

Statementof Problem

It has been observed that virtually everybody that goes out for formal education nowaday:
interested in using the language of instructicon in school, This is no other language than
English language. As such, most of the students think in their indigenous language but expi
themselves in their second language (English). Mo wonder, grammatical, phonelagical |
semantical errors nbound in their English utterances, s

Similarly, when people learn foreign culture and practice it on an indigenous envirenment,
usually odd and calls for unnecessary attention. Therefore, in arder to revive our indigen
language and culture, we need to encourage pople to use and practice it,

Rescareh GQuestions

a).  Could the interference of the western education on indigenous user affect the
mindset of their cultural valuesTb). Would it be really appropriate to promat;
fareign language over an indigenous languags?

Ly How do we encourage those that are still goad users of the indigenous langunag
convinee the learners of such language? '

dy.  What arc the roles of parents and government in the propagation of this fight for
prometion of the use of indigenous langnage?

Significance _
This research is significant because it will allow government to know the havae that has b

created by excessive support for a secand language against the indigenous languagein our H
Schools,

[t will alsa remind education planners to adjust time table in favour of indigenous linguag
the curriculum,

Finally, it will alert parents and guardians that there is the great need to encourage their weard

speak and know the correct use of indigencus languages, or else, there will be language |
culture lost, : |
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Methed of Data Callection

Cruestionnaire was designed for this study. These questionnaires were distributed to students in 3
selected High Scheols in Lagos State with the help of 3 research assistants and some High
School teachers, The schools are;

il First Zion High Schaool, Thotun

i) Newtrend High School, liegun

fii). «  5t.SaviourHighSchool, Ikotun, =

Drata Analysis

The deta collected were analyzed using the deseriptive and inferential statistics. A total of 100
questionnaires were distributed but 80 retrieved and 60 analyzed, The other 20 copies were
disearded duz to non-completion on the partof respandents,

Results and D 55_-;':155 ion
In this section, hypotheses formulated for testing were presented. A total of sixty questionnaires
outofthe eighty were analyzed,

Table 1: Demographic Data of Male and Female Respondents

_SeR ~ [ Noorf respondents Percenlage % Cumulative F1'¢E|u:n|:,v
Male | 29 i 44.3% 43.3%

Female 131 51.7% S1,7%

Total | 6o 100%% 100%%

Findings:

The table | shows that the number of male students that responded is lower ta that of femals
students. This can be explained further that in most of cur High Schools, the percentage of
female studants is always higher than that efmale, ;

Table2: Students' Preference of Language

Sex _Languagze Preference Frequancy Percentape %4 | Total percentage
hlale Eng to “aruba 16 28.7% 100%4
Yoruba Lo Eng 13 21.7
Female Eng 1o %ariba 20 33.3%
! Yorube 1o Eng I 18.3

Findings:

It is ehserved from the above analyses that majority of our High sehool students prefer the
English language to Y oruba. The situation is more cammon among the female students than the
male students. The reason why majority of High School students prefer the English language to
Yoruba could be due ta the importance government altaches to the study of English language in
Migerin. Female respondents have higher preference for English than their male counterparts,
This could be due to the fact thar females normally engage in verbal activities more than the
males, end by nature, they are more fashionable than the males, However, we have same of them
wha still have interest intheirindigenous language, So, hopesare nottotal ly shattered,

Ghajet Val, 12, Tune 2001 Makinde, § 0, Olowatobl, Pemede, Tadopede, M. 1., Kuti, M, |

"Table3: Gender Pevceplion of Language Simplicity,

Sex Lanpunge Simplicity Frequency Tercentage Total percentage®h
Male Englizh is simpler 16 26.7% 100%
Yoruba is simpler 13 217
Female Englizh is simplar 20 3353%
Yoribu is simpler 11 18.3
Findings:

As demonstrated in table 2, the same thing is realized in table 3 where most students find th
English languapge simpler to speak, read and write. Some of the students stated that they avol
speaking Yoruba because of the fone markers. Others said, itisjusttoo difficult to read and writ
Therefore, they rather go for the English lariguage. Some of them complained that their paren
usually speak the English language to thent at home and while in schoal, speaking of vernacul
is prohibited. Assuch, there 15 na room for having interestin the Yoruba language,

Table 4: Students Perception of Language and Culture N=60

Yarintion Sex Frequeney | Percentage | Tota)
T i peretntage Yo
Suppaort for the use of Englizh and Tiale 25 41.7% 10056
indigenous language In school Female | 23 36.3%
Cullure preference (Greetings and dressing) 1 0%
L. Yoruba=-English
Male 15 | 25%%
2. English =Yarubsa Femalz | 21 315%; "
Male 14 35.3%
Female | [0 36.7.7%
Trdigenous langage is the best ta eXprass Male 22 36.7% 100%%
aur culture = Femnale | 28 46, 7% .
Governments and Parenls supports ere Male |20 48,3% | G025
needad to improve on language and culture | Female | 31 51.7% -
Findings:

Acclose abservation of the analyses in table 4 points qut that the High school students are avva

ofthe fact that the use of both indigenous and English languages in schoals is necessary to ser
asa balance,

Tn addition, the table reveals the ignorance of sludents who prefer using the grecfngs a
dressings of the western world to that of their traditional ones, Most of them hate kneeling
prostrating to greet parents and elderly ones, hence, they prefer the English salutation of ¥l
daddy’ or mummy" era warm handshake and embracing. Also, majerity of them praferskirt a

blouse, jeans and top or the halnalked way of dressing which they eall fashion to that of *jro ar
buba' or “sorg end buba oraghada,

Furthermore, in the third column of table 4, it is observed that mast of the students fecl thatt
best language ta express cur culture is our indigenous [angeage. [t must be noted that there is
way wecan think in African concept and express it exactly in a foreign language.
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"

Finally, all the respondents are of the opinion that both the Government and parents are ex pected
ta encourage the use of our indigenous language. This is the only vehicle that can eonvey our
culture to the appropriste destination. Therefore, Government must fully support the use of
indigenous language in our High schools as part of the curriculum without framing out any

punishmant for such users. At the same time, parents are expected to debunk the idea of not
speaking theirindigenous language to their children,

Conclusion

From the findings above, it is clear that westemn education and foreign cultural imitations are
responsible for the cultural vices we have in our society. Furthermore, since the medium of
transmission of culture can only be done through language, we observe that most of our High
School students are in support of foreign culture, hence their preference of foreign language.
This can e regarded as near- language-shift. The implication of this is that if the situation is not
arrested on time, there will be complete language shift,

Tadapede (2010) cbserves, in his research that language shift is commonly found amang
educated elite. It starts with code-mixing and gradually grows into avoidance of the mother
tangue. The moment this happens, the culture is not reckoned with. Therefore, there is the need
1o balance the vse of both indigenous and forelgn languages in our High Schools. Failure to do
this will result to what Tadopede (2010) refers to as linguistic alienation where students are lost
in their mother tonguae yet they cannat speak the foreign language simoothly. This is what
Enuesike (1994) and Maugi Wa Thongo (2009) described as linguistic genocide.

Recommendations
L. Parent should uphold the use of their indigencus language so that their children can
have intereat init. .
Government atall tiers should encourage the use of indigenous languages in the day-ta-
day running o ftheir affairs.
3. Ministry of Education should direct curricalum planners to give equal time to the
indizenous la nguages teaching of English and indigenous langunges,
Seminars should be erganized on the importance of indigenous la ngiages and cullure,
Gavernment at all tiers should encourage Interestcd learmners of indigenous languages
by giving thean scholarships,
The electronic media should do mare in the area of promating indigenous languages

and cultural practices thal could arouse the inlerest of the younger ones toward e
indigenous cuiltures,

2,
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