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EDITORTAL COMMENT

Since its formation, Nigerian Association of Educationists for Maticnal Development (HAEND)
kas consistently engaged in dowar-to-sarth deliberations on, and conciss analysis of tha Nigerian
educational system, and preflered solulions, Thess have been done in conferences, warkshaps and
seminars at national and zonal levels,

The thems of cur third annusl conference, “contemporary issues in Migetian Education”,
was founded on aur naked appreciation of the multifarious debilitating factors in Nigerion Educa-
tion, The problems are many. We are however equally conscious thet problems, no metier how
serious, are migant to be salved and can be solved,

Participants at the conference were opportuned to pick on problem areas of interest in Mige-
rian Educstion system and offer appropriste solutions to them, The current issue of the Journal of
Educational Development {(JOMED) is reflective of our deliberations at the conference,

W re-empliasize our absolute resolve to be continually relzvant in national and intersational
educational and secio-ezonomic developmental efforts. In dhis direclion, we very much sppreciate
the formidable support azcordad we by Governments, lugtitations, orpamisations and individunls,
Since our focus is 1o norture an Association of active minds to build a virile edueation system
towards socig-economic ralevance, we enll on individuals snd organisations that have stnke in
Migerian and global eduzational development ta tean up with us, W shall not fail.

Oyetunde Awavele, P D
Editar-in «chief

v

=

JONED WOL, 3, MAY, 2001

CONTENTS
Page
T TTa gt a1 R ——— e S O e iii
Cultizm and the Survival ef the Migerian Education System -De Ademola Adeyan]u,... 1-5
Tiie comparaive Eifects of Two Models of Advance Drgnnm-:r en Students’ Achievemént
in Essoy Writing - D Adeghile J. Ablodun ... POV S e 12 1P e e 0 a-12
A Comparison of the Effectivengss of Tenchers® Note Approach and Lecture method
Approach in Chemistey Teaching in Secondary Schoals - Abayem! Koleoso, Phu I ..o 1317
How the Visnally Impaired Perceived the Social and the AcademicLife of Federal Cn']-_ge
of Bducation {Special), Oyo - Noorainl Giwa, Theo Ajoblewe & Abiodun M. Gesinde... 18-23
Compulee in Wigerian Education: In-pl:cat ons for Lhe 2151 Century
- C.8 Oke & L. A, Allnnlyi ... R 24-30
Cartra-Policy on Yocational Education: A I-hnd:r'.a: 1o Effective Citizénship In Migeria .
= sl i, KAy Oae WEIEM v sssssst s bt s g s s sy 31-38
[mplicarions ol Sefence Curviculs o Matienal Development - Job B, Awvololn .. 3G-42
Empawering Women theough Educatien - Johm G, Dyllouk ... 43 +45
Strategies for Inclusion of Intreductory T echnology at the Basic Level in Migeria
- 5.0, BonjoloPh D ... 45 - 52
Cultizm sl Mhe Survival of Nigztian Edusation « Safadelinn A O nommmmemmn, 53057
Selving the Proklems of Culiizm Through Chiri stian Religlous Edusation
Edication - A Faracea for women Empawerinznt =
< J. O, Fadetyve (7e) & C E Olunegan th{ o B R e P S e R A R e e ) G465
The Preblem of Educated Unemploymant in ngcria
« D, Mustals Abba & Salihu Glrel Balsard ., T -75
Causes of Stedent Crigis in ‘\’gemn TC]TIELL} Irstitutions and How it can behManaged B
- Loto, A T (M lesd.. 76 -81
The Flace ef Librarizs in the Accornphshmeﬂ of Universal Basiz Ed-rﬂuun]’fmgrﬂmme 3
- Mesars, O, A, Adeblmpe & I AL Adediran . AT 81-84
Cultism gsa Segial Menase to the N|g slanMzton: A Favebologizal view peintof the
Echaal System - Joseph I Tge ... RIS . i L v b e A e £7.91
Principal's Pzrezplion of the 3,3, Sscondary Education Systen Brd Cou n.:hcﬂmg Im]:lllcf-t on
Tar thse Unlverss) Basic Bducatlon in Higara - WeleThilianle ., : 04 - E:'E 3
Framthe Pms..npm'..ta L':Ew:p anatizn Granimirg: An ApMmd Li; sgmruu Appmach 3
& Pognalay TL Ok & s b ) =104
Meinstreami ngthe Hzndl..:lppr:d far Sacial nad Economic Produstivity fn the Sr:rc:]d:r "
- Adeveve A, O, (Mrs) .., e e e e e S 1051
v

T




JONER VOL. 3, MAY, 2004

SOLYINGT
HE PROBLEMS OF CULTISM THROUGH C
RELIGIQUS EDUCATION e

By

5 Pemede Cluwatobi
Fﬂculraparnﬁ:'_rem ql.r.Er."umtr'anm‘ Foundatiors
1 of Education, Lagos state Unr'ver.?.:'.;yl i
s

Abstract

This paper highii
aper nighlights the
5 robl ;
the place of religious nndfm;‘r;:’m;ﬂf cultism in educational institutions in Nigeri
moral decadence, especially ¢ .’:r weation in a natton & quest for dE'Ir‘Ef: inNigeria. [t discurses
: Wy eulilsm, among owr i opment, and how
| youths through rel -t Ao fo il
eliglon

Introduction

The menas F
Giltiam i M;:Zs:cre: cults in educational institutions has assumed an alanni
T T
wall az ""ﬂl"“mﬂiﬂgmeﬂ:n : au mritis_'s,rcliginuslease:s ,' S 93:35), Federal and
cults and are interes i A af the public, are greatly cone l-‘::-l--.h.‘h[ bodies, mass mediaas
Educational Ir:;tﬁ-.:?ni:dmg el “'Cftﬁﬂﬂg 1|1=iryn2;i2?;?:hiﬂ ﬂxbﬂz'l' the menace of secret
been turned to citadels of v a::a regarded as citadels of Isam?.r-é bL;ITT-"-_:n:..”,_-,nE of leaning.
Eltaltered bbb iolence. The reason for i 1y that -3;131\“11111':4'tunmsl,'r' they have
since the lives of ]Jﬂo;ﬂe 'mn:]:mmﬂs 1= GhupTe g Dﬂsipc-r;*d du emic programmes become
Thai. “tha activities of thes Tﬂcade.]mc community are not .s:er- T{: [_I-.-: activities of cultists,
cznkerworm, and it s -e-l;': g fraternities in our \fﬁﬁ;{ 51 F?EdF (19%3) exclaimed
pmt!':m o i [;r!tg[etrl:tgaﬁm! SE e Cu]mmlaﬂllh-_::};t|c-r:s has becoms a
prablem of sceret cuitism wi e soclety,” Simila an alarming rate. It is ¢
Is';earmg S :;'c:!;i'l:v.uh the associated problems ;ltl::c ﬁﬁ? (]99?: 1) reported that "1:
in the mind of the avery E:!:Nes in the country’s Institutians, hag pm—f; fhmﬂ'?”' rape, maiming,
tomarraw behave as SEEE igerizn. However, it is_dishearteniné ;;nently mpriBd e biste
1559) rgeant Rogers who confessed to killing for l‘ﬁtl-.'i.ﬂ;: E#Eﬁfﬂd Kecemer
. October 25,

Defindtion of Secret Cults

[he concepts *
: et 2 ecret Cults "5 i E
Britannica (1973 — 1974 alnlgsthﬂnd Seeret Socleties™ are usad interch f
E‘;FEPE dﬂrF genizeti ons chara tcE-EILCFE]ﬂPEEdiﬂ Americana {19'}9) E[:Egcabsly‘ r;“':!rm":"?[ﬂ'?diﬁ
ey cterized by the use of sec inttiat el 1]-_;
the 1972 Constityti 2ns of recognition betw a mltsmﬂlstllatgjmlns ey im [‘-’E: :
1stiticn of the F n between members ( et
Societ) e i ; | ‘ r 3
5::?;':‘”{5 o B A edaral Republic of Migeria cited by ?};559'3&}' In the same vein,
.L et signs, ozths, Tites ﬂr.g;fbmup or Bady or Persons (wheaths ! .la(JE'BF} defines Secret
part ol tha purpase of which T ols and whioh is formed 10 P":'“L:egm:rc S [lhp'ﬁat 9
ch is to foster the interest of its mv.an'tba:rsdar::lEtl '_3':'_'-;1'5'3; il
o aid ons another und,
! der

circumstances with
g ot dus rey ¢
imterest of thase wh. g ard ta merit, fair play or justice ;
are members (Section 325(1), o the datriment of the legitimat
: L imate

Also, Ogundi
v moy, Opa
i [ o Upzogun and Odadeji
group consisting of ndividuals witl Peeiell (19913 sot et
ith a common attituda o life, T ;?H 22 speindivn dnchl
i n other words, itisa
graup of
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people with ghared experiencs, accepted beliefs and grouy ohjectives.
Hawever, Oguniuase {1997} defines gaprel culls as 2 group of people engaged on 8 form of
ritual under oath that binds them in a commen destiny, A secret cult therefore is a group of
people engaged in @ particular 52l of worship that involves rituals and an cath thet hinds them

together as one entiiy.

The Birth of Seeret Culls in Migerian Tducational Tnstitutions

Researchers revealed that spcret societies cAME into '[*{igeﬁanlnsﬁtutions of learning through
Wastern aivilization, They came as g fesultofthe influence ofthe encial fraternities and sonerities
which flourished in American and European Universities and Colleges in.the 10th century &nd

the early part of the 20th century (Onugha 14903:38), Interestingly, the aims and objectives if
the fratetmities ien were noble and idealistie. Baird (1065 identifies six purposes af the-

fratermities.
1. Recognition and respect for God
2. Encouragement of moral living }
3 Dizcouragement of gambling and the use of liquor
4, Making much of friendship
5. Ernphasis on Lonesty and intearity and
g Prometion of chamty o =
From the abave, any organization with stch purposes wil] be kind and bensvalent and likely
10 be encouraged 0¥ e authority of ary Tertjary lnstitution 25 W o1 as the largst society. Inthe
mannes, Herbett {1958:75) explaingd that in the United Statts there is the KU Fluy Klea
- which is a secreh organization of white protestant Americans, The Japansse and South Koreais:
_e:.phasisc harmony refered o 2s winfa™ in Japan and win Whidahgyul” in Jarea. The pur]:ase'nf
Sl these groups isto express and smphasise harmory in ke society. .
Tiie birth of seemet gociztizs came Vp in Nigerian Tertlary Instimticns; first and foremaost in
{he University Callegs lbadan (row Timiversity of Ioadan) in 1950s. Onugha (1998:39) explaing
that the aims and objectives of pyTates confraieminy of the than University College Thadan wers
similar to those of the carly College Fraternities of Wesierm Europe and America mentioaed
ghove. Awe (1999 176) asseris that sayen students ofthe University College loadan, who wete
idealistic and young started the pyrates’ confratemity. He identifies same of {he aims and

nhjectives 85

4 toabolish convention

b, torevive the zge of chivalry and

e, loend tritalism and elitism
fowe (1995 176} explaing that

sAme

many people in all walks of lifz regarded the Pyraes

Confraternity as the fountain of campus cults. Dgundimy, et al {1999:16] stress that the ntent
of Pyrates Canfraternily iz to fight the eocial injustice uznelly mated out 1o squdents and o put £
an end all forms of colomial me ntality of the expatriate Jecharers and the autherities of the then

Upiversity Cellezs, (hadan. ;
A consideration ef the pmergenee of <qeial fraternities in Europe and America petween the

16t znd garly 20th ceniury and s emergance inINigcr'm in the 19505 s generally sdealisic and
benevolent o the saciety: The aims and abjectives OT I confriterninies were nobld. genuing,

sincere, wholeseme and satisfactory 1o mankind,

-
’
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Types of Seeret Cult in Nigeria

Ogundimo et al {19 .
o : 00:14) highli ] ,
traditional and institutional cu:lhsjuhg]" major types of secret cults in Nigeria. They are the

i.  The Traditional Culis

The traditional cults i
3 ults include the “Ogboni®, *
in Efik, 'Ekine’ in Dl g 'Ogboni’, ‘Egbe Awo', *Egbe lmule i
% P =1 A1 clta + = s BB mule® in Yoru L = o
Nigeria during the F;{{:;f::'lﬂfmﬁmegbc' in Eda. The traditional cults were E?ei?gi E]‘FT
that they do not harg : + Moreso, one positive thing com RN
the society of any cul‘15'3m'2¥[:—"c|[=|-11.'l:!e35d:];e}— gre provoked, They serve as :rﬁ:tthc;"?dn:_anal culls is
ebris and become domi i : nism for cleansing
some serve as socializati me dominant in the midst of soci &
‘Mende! societies Drs;a;:unLgmups that initiate young people into ﬂfﬁ[ﬁ:lil?é:.:rideh 'Funnhm“mm'
o Loone LABAL 00T, The toosiileral cutth Do pra i
el L pre-colonial em

mani ested jl:':‘]] Clﬂ]'l | P‘ 0 B
o C|El|‘| or kingd'l:““t kir ] lt:l,' Were rposoef n 1‘|'| rn ’ 'Dd
: 5 0 K glj':l]'ﬂ. g 2 art O po
Eoverna Ce, ar d LISl:u1||:|-' Enfﬂ‘l'ced disl:]":l][l'.lﬂ in 1]1'¢ Slﬂl’.‘.iE‘}' I il lll |

ii. Inzfitutional Culis

The institutic il
bl E::Elpitcai.:l?lcr{'lmrgedl only about a decade before independence in Migerin, T
kol i El_y 1:$p]|n1=r groups from the pyrm:s}'mch:dc- Ih:.‘ I:It: o ngmil "”w
il c.r]};éun}‘;' Mafia, Red Devil, Black Cat, the Engles, § -"f‘!“'“-?*f- il
y Boyal Queen, Executioners, etc {Wahead TW?§ MS;D:EJ:U!LI s
ah #2815} One thing that is

commen with instifuti i
tutiorial colts is that they are known to perform vari
various ungodly activit
Les

such es ]\-J:l[n g,ﬂbdl.i, ma k & [ I o, elc 1{33 -]
lio K
, MATmIng, d appﬁa]gr extortic i [':”'E g2 F‘lrg [t} \J
- 1 i 1 b

F'[‘u:'tTn?irS Promoting Cultism
e prolonged red i
ey En of military regime in Miger
aszassination, frustratio rr}' E_ me in T"‘jEf-fl-El Was a ]:lm-ind =
il I'I'I-Eﬂ’[pnpuja--| 1-.1; oppression, kidnapping, ele, Nigerians Sh;?'uf'];ma.s*rophe. atrocities,
¥ Enown as Khaki boys) are under the influence Dfréﬂrhfnrg%;ha: ol
g2s. That is, they

cannot do withaout dy
‘.qn i ;:fgsn;ﬂzgn].-.emjare, t!’ﬁﬁ}' are noted to be eallous and inhy
ol b tary regimes since 1946, up till now, shows thei o
The S ¥ any difference between ; e
0 el g 2 campueses are noted for ritual kill
eligves fervently in puns, so alsa the

therefore clear

=ar that the prol ;
LT Varg : prolenged rei o
arious Eduzational Tnstirutions gn of the milit

There are ma

Scholars kave Yy ather reazons why studznts joi

1ave shown re ¥ students join seeret cults in Nigeri ;

sucr,l redsons is quest fc:;s ons wh!rr' students join campus cults in the ’E:Lr'mn Tm]'w'lnsmumns'

run into cults to ensure pTE[G!-:‘-:tmn (Raufu 1597:6). Girls in general ;i:j}’ ﬂs:jzutmns. Onaaf
13 .- L 1 2 W 1

gn campus, Same join ey 3 ‘:‘ELDH from atiack by strong and pﬂwerf‘:ﬂ' indjv‘.; malclsl‘ud'&nts

Iﬂ £0 to boost their F“h}nz:r order to secure undue promotion by lecture : ruals or Cyloiils

; : i a

s.E.:r:n:s OF lecturers, S[L_'Idé['[egj?s. oF o bring sbout retribution for past .':”ttmmh"rs'

z;".?lu}lnmm after the Nati:"ﬁahls‘.’mm poot home may also join with the ho "?nh-:n.l o

chitdren of people in exa. jied ﬂIuIE]'I Service, Thisis based on the beliefth pe o Baining {uick

=4 Posttions Beth in private and public sectors o EU:MS are largely

! » Bnd that

placed parents in a :
5 Xecutivee pasiti !
they much desire (Dare, 7 DE'?;;[]G”S can give them (children from pocr hemes)

: otprint in Wigeri
it:;saf:;tgzl.::‘of tha .m[Iitar:,' mill:: f;ﬂ'; Ellii‘:tlsa
qu;Ists cﬁ::ﬁ:apmg. and many others, Asg
18 a0 operate without guns. It is
ary in Migeria largely promated cultism in

Somie

hat such highly
the emp]g}-mems
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gative effect in the socisty.

The Effects of Cultism
ional Institutions today hes @ Very ne
han intellectuals, and this

Cultism in Migerian Educaticn
1f quick steps are net tatten the institutions will breed criminals rther ¢

will affect the development of Migeria in all ramifications.
Alsa armed robbers and hired assassing in the society often graduste from cultism. Itis «

worthy of note that some students in secondary schools are already cultists. When they gain
admission into Universities they continus with their cult activitles. Cultists area threatte lecturars’
Yives and properly, school authority, students {non-cult members and rival cult membars alile)

as well Bs non-academic staff in the campuses.

Intimidation and assassin ation become the order of the day and University campuses hecome
abattoirs, In fact, Delta State University (DELSLY) ie an example of institutions whers
assassination has taken place. A ehort while ago, a principal Assistant Reglstrar was allegedly

pszassinated in the University (DELSU) by cultists.
Curbing Cultlsm Among the Youths through Religion

|, Parental Role:
Parents are the first socializing agent.
ialization. Broomand 8

Haralambos (1980:4) describes the family es the
primary agent of sec elznick (1965:84) explain that individual participates
in new social forms, learns new disciplines and develops new values, On the other hand, it
implics that parents ne sd to re-socialize their children, meuleate moral walues, religious education
and other things that the seciety conshders as important inthem. Farents should sze themselves
as Chief agents socializing thair children, By so doing, they will be helping to see to the growth
and development of the sasiety {Broom and Selznick 1969:84) Badmos (1597:37) expresses
that the morzl strength of & society sssentizliy depends on the stale ot lts families. 1o the seme
vein, Messer (1963} arguad that the decay of family life is the despest cancer of the decline of 2

nation.
Furthermers, the Bible enjoins ke parents 10 teach ihe child in the ways of God sa that
from it (Proverbs Chapter 22 verse 6). Parents ars

when hefshe grows up helshe will not depart
like the entrance through which children comss into the world, Parents therefore ars expecied
to lay mare emphiasis on religious education in the various homes in order to inculcate goad
habit and behiaviour into their children. Proverhs Chapler 7 verse 1 says:
“h{y son keep my wards, and 1ay up m¥ commendment with thee"”,

Also, proverps chapter 13 varse | says“A wise son heareth kis father § instruction buta

secrmer haareth nat rebuke "
From the biblical quotations abave, the family {parents) has agreattask ahead using religious

education to inculeats meral values to new generations in the society. Significantly, from garly

age, children should be tau ght chedience, truthfulness, love, hard work and respect fior elders as
well as Jove for the nation, Similarly, parents should serve as role madels for their children.

ji, Religious Education as 4 cort subject In schools ¢
Seclion 1 (3} of Matlonal Paliey an Education (1981) po
follawing valuss at all levels of our educational syatem!
1. Regpect for the worth and dignity of the individuals;
3. Faith in man’s ebility to make rational decislons;
3, Moral and spiritual values In inter-personal and humen relztions;
" 4. Shared rezponsibility for the common pood of seelely

siuldtes the inculeation of the

a1
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3, Respect for the dignity of labour
6. Promation of the emotional, physical and psychelogical health of all children (p. T)

The above values enumeeated would be achieved in & society where there is the fear of God.
The Bible zays “the fear of Ged is the beginning of wisdom', The expected future leaders
(students) no longer fear God. The reason for this is that religious education is hardly taught in
schools, especially at primary and post primary schoo! levels, It is an elective course jn senior
secondaey schools (85 1 - 3). Tt is clear that to achieve those six values enumerated n-the
HMatienal Poliey on Education, religious education must be compulsory from primary 1o post
primary education like English and Mathematics. Also, all undergraduates, irrespective of the
choice of caresr shauld offer religious studies as a compulsory course. Moreover, all religious

institutions should confront cultism by organising seminars and crusades so as to eradicate )L in
educational instituticns.

iii. The Curriculum

The Nigerlan educational [nstitutions have a great job at hand for the nation, Their curriculum
must ba reviewed or revamped, Courses in the area of sociology of education and guidance and
counseling must be offered by students, ircespective of their choice of career. Alza; religious
and moral education shoeld be made compulsory Tor all students in the tentiary institutions,

The eurrictulum neads ta be revampead so as to reflect belief systems, norms and values in
the socizty. The students oc learners being referred (o 23 future Jeaders need to learn and share
the culture aftha seclety, Linton and Kluckhoh as reported in Haralambos (1980:3) explain that
cultire must be learnt and shared, and failure in this, society would be unable to communicate
and cooperate, and confusion and disorder would result, This shows that the curriculum needs
to be heavily loaded with Aftican cullure and less emphasis on western culture. Howsaver, the
moral and religious education should be part and parcel of the curriculum from primarily, post
primary and post sacondary leval,

Conclusion

Fram the foregoing, one can conclude that cultism iz a disease, a leprosy that can jeopardize
the cverall development of the Nigerian society. Henceforth, there should be erusade ageinst
seeret societies in primary scheols through to pest secondary schools — since the youths of today
are the leaders of tomo rrow. It therefore connotes that if &l hands are not on deck to wage war

against cultism, this great nation (Migeria) will consistently breed and nurture criminals and
Brigands, ]

Recommendations

From lhc. foregaing, to pramete peace in the educational institutions in the new millennium:

(a) The curricalum migt ba reviewsd, and greater emphasis should be lzid an courses like
Sociology of Edusation, Guidance and Counselling, as well as Philesophy of Education
because tlz_es: dizz=iplines tauch and diseoss human behaviour in the society.

(b:l In the TEF[E._‘-'IF}' .[f'-st‘ItlJ‘.iul],s, iTI‘tS[.‘Cifi\"= of the choice of cereer, students must be chl.li.fﬂli L
pass at least 12 un its in the department of religious studies

{c) There should be T=guler parents meeting with schoe! authorities so as to know the problems
that are cenfrontimg the schagls,

{d) Parents should enzavaur to pay impramptu visits to their children

{e] The Stwdem Unior of each University shauld assistthair school autharity and protest students

6
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from the hands of the criminals called cultists. Moreso, anjr'mcmbder of students® union
executives who join secret snciaties should be exposed, and »axpi:llf_;i : P
(f] Religious leaders ghould organize saminars as will as crusades (norderto e o

i ducational institutions. . ’
E:::;;}': scc;m cult members should be reco gized as a danger ta the society, and should be

wreated as armed robbers when caught,
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