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GRAFFITL : A Medium of Communicalion by Learners in
Tertiary Instilutions; A caze study of Lagos Stata University
And Adeniran Ogunsanya College of Education, Lagos
By
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ABSTRACT

This paper discusses why Graffitl is common in educational settings, particularly tertiary
institutions in Nigeria. The study designed to highlight that; perhaps educators oflen neglected
the cavert ewrriculum for evaluation except the overt curriculum. However, graffiti, an
aspect of hidden curriculum serves multifurious purpases that can be used as an instrument
ta edwcators as well as school authority, : et

-This paper focuses on two tertiary institutions in Lagos State. These are the Lagos

State University, Gfo, and Adeniran Ogunsanya College of Education, Oriodfjanikin,

The graffiti writings in this paper ave copied out unedited from toilets, walls, on the
deshs, on the doors, elassrooms, offices as well as Cafeterias,

INTRODUCTION :

' Jack Goody and Tan Watt (1977:436) gives en account of mankind’s pastand pre;:ntdcve!-
opment based on first, language and later of writing: Historically, from perspective oftime, man's
biological :m!uﬁenil'luminétes inta prehistory when'man becomes a language-using animal, and
man then adds writing since then history becomes vnchallengeable, Jack and Watt (1977) explein
further that man 25 animal is studied by Zoologist, man astalking amma] toan a.ntlwpn!ug:st and
mngan as lalking and writing is studied by the socialogist.

The above mankind’s history |ntrnduces us to the recent phemmtnnn of writing otherwise
knovam as “Graffiti”,

Graffiti is as old as man in the hlS[Dl‘}' of mankind, Archaelngjstsammterestedm digging the
around for the purpose of history while write-ups on buildings serve a significant function to thase

~ whoaréinterested to read, Nevertheless, write-ups on the walls, tormbs, toilets ete have become

significart aspects of the hidden curriculum in educations! practices, - -+ . o+
The Oucford Advanced Leamer's lemn.nz—;r 4:1 OaE. 51 6} dafinen Pm“ i umtl:"‘url& . B
ing or writing on a wall or other surfzces as at Perpil and Rome, Furtharmore, it is a methossf

slecoration by scratches th_rn:u. gh asuperf' c1a] [.1:, erof pir_'stcr g.az_ng elcona gmund of dlf"
l.nlmJI . fA | i o _-_,./



The Webstar’s Encyclopedic Dictionary (1992)
writing, seratched ona wall or othet surface, Graffit]
side walks, onthe walls of buildings, public rest rooms ete,

Historically, in Pompil and Rome drawi tg, and
other surfaces are commonly found, {The shorter Oxford En elish Dictionary 1995:877),

The term graffiti in Latin spells as "graphifum)”, Greeks “graph (ein)
as graphio™, !

The question most scholars will raise s that what
taughtin the University? Others may conclude that prafliti has no significant effect on students,
educators and the sehaol authaority,

The answer to these questions is ve

(1999 explains that eraffit poses sociological, political, educational
logical challenges in the sociely,

The use of grafTiti in educational setlings is a mode of communication wiichis clearly appro-

priate o create cordial or mutual relationship between student to student, student to lecturer 2nd
student to school authorit v, Inother words, graffiti in tertiary institutions serves aswritten records
available to the leamers, educators and the sthool antharity,

[Ihe oral communication in terms of information ta educators or school authority by the stu.

denthas considerable effect on the learner, (Jack and lan 19774 37). This effect may lead to
intimidation or haras sment by the educators - as a resylt the only way students can call for redress,

warning, passing vital information, pleading is a way of using graffiti because it jsa "priceless

instrument” of thougsht (Emile Durkheim | 838 - 1917 cited by Jack and Ian 1977457,

However, in arcient times, graffie appeared on pyramids and other structures. Today it
appearsin public toilets, hzuhrmms,claﬂmams, desks, lockers, back of trees, churches, mosques,
private buildings, Po sters, handbills, bodies of packed cers and so on,

Today, the use ol graffiti in different places rests an challenges, Itis commonly used by the
learner to pive inforrnation or wamning. There is need for educators to pay attention to it in the
school environment. Some students or learners use graflit toexpress their feelings - this may be
asa resultof ill-treatrment by school mates or lechurers ete, :

Interactionist p erspeclive sees behayiour largely directed by the norms and values of the
social system (Haralsmbos | 980: 5), Inather words, when norms and values ofa social system
are becoming “priceNess” and insignificant, graffiti could be used to modify such behaviour in
order to avaid anomics in the tertiary institutions,

Haralambaos (1980:16) explains that meanings are not fixed entities, Inother words, the
interactionist perspectve claims that meanings (information or message ofgraffiti on the walls) czn
be used ta create, mo dify, develop and change the acira process of interastion amang the stu-
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K
ry sitmple. The answer is “information”, Eziaghighals
" religious aswell as psycho- |

3 ; : N . - . !. i]
defines Grafliti as an ancient drawi ng o’f :dc nts, educators and the school authority. F o ?@Elu’ a}nuwimliﬁﬂﬁgéﬁ; C:e.n':i:
means words or phrases written on pub!i&f‘bFEd'ﬂﬁfi"ﬁ.&I vy ey de e o stigtion i e campes

therefore uses graffiti to define situations - such situations could be modified or chan ged. The

: : i e ' icati d apriceless .
writing seratched ona wall, tomb as well af interactionist perspective of graffiti is that, graffiti a3 a mediym of communication and a p )

+ instrument of though could ehange a hostile situation thereby the students may come to perceive

i il thet friendly and understanding (Haralambos 1980),
" while Italian, Itisspcﬁi'ﬂ“?” lecturers and their fellow students as friendly

H r, from interactionist perspective, graffiti could be seen as an assessment of situation
owever,

i £k i it i T Consequences
is the essence of eraffiti in relation to what 'uE because the way in which an actor ( ST s gt L

(Haralambos 1980), Ttis pertinent to note that when a stmiﬁ'tt in tertiary ||15Tt;u:;m:s,fﬂ:l.m;gt:‘1;:;
! use of praffiti defines situation as threatening and even hostile, he/she may keep to himn
B Eh-! nonly spoken to™. Onthe other hand, if such a hostile situation defined 1:13-'1thnl ]em:ner
inLE[L; Eelzhang:r!. there would also be a change in the Slud:antralftiﬂns. The m'.ntr.aj:‘tlii{-}mst w:::'
| pointis that of emphasis on the *ldea of the self becal.lsea:"l |:1dtl1.'1duﬂl dw.dl.jpsj?w h..ct-ccEn.;-eEi ti
*picture of himself and this hasa significant influence on his 2cu?‘ns. ;Ialv. ever, the actor (graffiti
writer} interprets manner or behaviour of others 1hmulg]1 the use 0 graffii. e e s
[n the sarme vein, Percy Cohen (1968:95) explains that an acutlm iz social when s
of these three conditions are met: One, the situmio;- af Elhdn fctu:lrﬂ-I 1.1::5]:1:'!:: ;:nnt}::t; :E;GEET ﬂl =
L info account when the action is performed; two, the situat nis sue cs
E:;;?]siz;:t;};:r::Lr;fact&rislics which enzble them i1:|. same way to inﬂlucr-.ce t:e cnrlng}lcl :ri;;t;:
actor and third, the actor shares with the others certain sets ::rf expectations a?udp-nus;:t ; :ﬁ e
values, beliefs and symbols. From Percy Cohf_:n ]}crlmt ﬂfvle:w, we can conclude : o
B e ey e EﬁfﬁuiaWZiug{iiﬁf{]“;u:’hiiﬁ; lecturers ::-;
‘actor’ | raffiti writer, taken into 2ccount other a e
;:Enil!:gmfrﬁictiana. Also the conduct of other a'j:mrs '{l-:c:rurcrs, students ii:tr:jn CD:;!d Eﬂﬁ:ﬁ
the behaviour of other actor to use praffiti to express hll'.l.‘l.SEEf: Finally, lllle use ?}e ?'r:ffﬂ :TF, py i;
up il'the graffiti writer did not share the same expectations, values as well as beliefs with o
. Ed;:;trf:fllﬁ?f;um, praffit is cunf:njmﬂy seeninthe schcrf::!s-:m-'{ttcn on ﬂin:g;:alls. onthe
lecturer’s door, hidden place such as toilets and h?t}wmm. Gn?ﬁ":u is S}g’uﬁﬂ;ﬂll}’lll . wi:;ﬂrfgi
personal views, political, educational (Examination qn?l?ramces] re[:gm:, 'T? “Ei.l'!.‘ll.:E s
host ol athers. [tis 'interesﬁng to note that v.'henﬁvelr erisis “_Ir::..-y_.u ta loom buildings in ; ;
stitutions do not eseape being decorated and such :nfom_]a!]gn may serve the purpose of waming
: | : emEd. » . k] " 0 L]
tﬂth“ﬁ;ﬁiiﬁ;j ET: 998:6) explains that the value u{graﬁiﬁ to sacial xien?stsgtgmwd; r:‘::ts;grzl
o the thought pattem of the saciety and the dynamies that act and react upon inter-persons
communal relationship,
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learning about life in the past. To lingui
civilizations and peop
pattemns of life and gy

st its essence lies in leaming |
les, It therefore servesasan instrument and enhan
mmunication of earlier human societies (Omolh

METHODOLOGY

The Graffiti expressians in this study were copied unedited from walls,

fences chairs, and lecturer’s doors from the Lagos State University, Cjo and
Collepe of Education, Otto/ljanikin, Lagos State, The dat
avoid any interference with the original meanings,

The analysis was dope by explanations, inferences and discussions of the issues addressed in

odion | 993}.

acollected weps uniedited in order ta

the araffiti,

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS |

are various forms of graffit, The ancient form could be found iy pyramids, Catacombs
especially inTtaly, Rome while the modem form in Nigerfa could be seen on the walls, bridges,
handbills on the buildings, toilets ete, ' )

The following graffi ti expressions were collected from the two tertiary institutions, mentioned
abava; ' i

POLITICAL STATEMENT
Babatunde Balogun 400 Jevel for Secretary ;
Remember the boy Rotimi: ForPresident B

On June 12 we stand i '

- RELIGION

Only Jesus can save e

Tesus loves you come back tg Him
Do you knowabout Jesys? '~

* =

Helovesyo uand He is cailiiig on ¥you to come to Him apnd receive vorr sa vation
" WARNING '
Sexis dangerous, &ontact AIDS for information, ThanksN.AB 3,

diiige pattern of other i
Cun butter understanding nfg

Adenitan Ogunsanya

T

INFORMATION

?Eiecuic switch: Disrepair (Don't trouble yourself)

Rilwan weds Afusat Watch out!1!

il SLANG Vs SOS (m) Friday 400pm,
i o lah]gs":ﬁ:ﬁ&éh*t think the test would take place since we have

tcollected our books. Students. ) .
EH;; isnotreal. Itis American ideas of discouraging sex,
Mo justice, No peace: Say Eiye.
Tayo weds Togbe,

_ PHILOSOPHICAL
Ifyou think you cannot think, then think of how ta think,
Fuck with the best. DIE live the rest,

BULLYING
You want s2x Please contact me at LH, 12.00 noan,
Paba (Father) .
- always sleen) Always stay around, o _
: gis;nm:biuiﬁizs ;:r;{:il:cu?ifo poster {I'm ruined. I'm heavily in debt especially poster
nney). ) i i

INFORMATION ABOUT A PERSON
“I'mamaniae, psychadelic, sclﬁmplneﬂc,p}maniac. :

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
“Test upon test

- Academic incompetence 1,88
‘Mot tao late to pass

“Easy topass and easy to fail, By order POLYJAMB,




Tiyhy e Tohe "'q"_ -i‘f____, o -.5.1 ¥
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-~ SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION
Moist airis less dense.

EXAMINATIONMALPRACTICE
dv

X

= Inv

i
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*A topic séntenice isthe core sentence ina
graph.

B

SOCIOLOGICAL TERMS
- Proletariat

* Bourpeoisie,

CHEMICAL FORMULA
* Hexagonal

CH
¢

=

CHC

Dyl - Butanonic Acid

The praltitj e . - DISCUSSION :
S expressions written ahove have | S ) . 1
10 the e of such gra ffitifgraffit, Acategorized info various headings according
The gralliti on the walls, buildines, toiists. on b _ .-
i ings, toilets, onthe desk et
ol the student in tertiary institutions, ete shows the resul

Itis pertinent ta note that Christizn b isters i erchy
1 1 2 brothers and sisters indulge in eraffit thereh i
word [uf God,l salvation of souls and Slresses waming that one 5]1+}uidgel:dnp¢ hell i
Pmm: aﬂ:ﬂﬁ;;ii: i:‘nl'm se;«nr}sas an instment for wamnin g Themass medjahél;;s in socializatioy
Lo SherTinAtion of mformation to the entire world, Graffiti. howe

fu:mt;;n :j Isseminating information is then cut across EVErY society uf:}turnm\rzrr:dpsiz?;s Rape
P{,|i[;,;i:r;]:tf2]:§:1fﬁn |?Iﬂlfzjﬂ_&xtfp1iljn. It serves as a medium of communication i'nr stiden;

_  topa Arpolitical nention to the people they warit to s= : olitical
wite up copied from the Lagos State University reads ﬂ-.?s: el

tal diﬂ"e:rcﬁt motives

= .____.__.I - : r -_l-:..a.,,_-.,-‘__t_ _.;-. '1E”r¥.- b 5

"

T Bt o A 1 =

=

parageaph that summarises the ideas in the pan

e

n

O June 12 we stand”™, This graffiti expresses political instirution that June 12 must be mate-
dalized. Thisis to conclude that the writer of the above graffiti is in support of June 12 in Nigerian
society, Inthe same vein, our student politicians who cannot afford to print handbills use the school
buildings to express their feelings. Forexample, “Babatunde Balogun 400 Level: For Secretary”

“Remember the boy Retimi; For President”, : s

The sociological question pertinent to ask is, of what importance is graffiti in the field of
cducation? As far as sociologists of education are concerned, they test both the overt and Covert
Currieutum. For example, bullying is an aspect of Covert Curriculuim. Students use itto pass
information o their friends. Forinstance in the Lagos State University, this graffiti was copied:
“Jasus loves youl. H.O.D From this write-up, the above graffit is completely bullying the H.O.D.
and we cannot say what the H.0.D, has done to such a student, All the same, it has served a
source of information to the HLO.D. in order to check himselffherself very well,

A graffiti *Baba" (meaning father) was collected from the Adeniren Ogunsanya Callege of
Education. The lecturer pasted the cover of his textbook on the door, with his photograph. Candid
enough, the lecturer is *01d’ and the student wrote on the face of the photograph “Baba”. The
lecturer didn’t know the student but the essence of the information is that of bullying and perhaps
the studentis not one of the favourites of the lecturer, .

 Graffiti plays prominent role in the field af education. The following graffis items were collected
from thé Lagos State University _ b

“Testupon test™
“academic Incompetence 1,88".
It is interesting to sez on the wall that some students wrote “Test upon test”. Thisisalsoan
" information to some lecturers who tum every lecture to test given day. Secondly, “Academic
Incompetence 1.88". This is the most impertant information to all students whose GPA isinthe
category of 1.88. So, such information is kighlighting to students that G.F.A. of 1 88 isnota good
standing in the University community. ' '

* Examination malpractice is anothef problem in schools - from primary to tertiary institutions.
{3nly those who are caught with prepared answers from home are either rusticated or dismissed for
wounl. The following grallit items were copied on the desks from the Adeniran Ogunsanya Cellege

* ol Lducation,

dv

2

% |8

A
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graph',

In cther words, not only preparcd written materials caught with students should be treated as -

examination malpractice butanything written on the desks in the name of graffit serves the purpose
of cheating in the examination hall but hardly an examiner or invigilator glances on the desks,
Pertinent enough, some sociological terms were written 6n the desks by some students. The terms
are “proletariat” and “bourgeoisie™. Typically, the student wha wrote these two terms may not be
able to spell these teimis and perhaps needs them d uring the examination. So the best thing he/she
thoughtis to copy this on the table but thisis anassault on examination.

CONCLUSION

The main thrust of the paper is to direct attention that over vears, educators and sehool
autharity neglected the Covert Currieulum only to test the overt curdeulum, Graffitl, aspact of
hidden cvericulum thoug hitis superimposed with motives within the range aferiticism and condem-
nation of bad conduct buit it serves as an assessment of situation in the educational seftings.

We canalso Infer that Graffiti could be used 1o maodify behaviour in erder to avoid anomie,
Hawever, interactionist perspective viewed that an individual develaps self-concept, a picture of
himself which has important influence on his actions, This could be termed as *looking glass self
coined by Charles Cool ey (1864 - 1929},

However, in the hi story of mankind pastand present, langvage and writing are vital tools in
the society and today scratches on the walls, bridges, handbills on the buildings will no doubt
inprove human understanding on societal jssuss

[t has also been explained that to the historians, Archzelogists, Zoolo gists, Sociologists as

social systems etc grafliti could provide behaviour modification,
However, Graffiti calls for an examination of attention in ourtertiary institutions, Ttisa ‘thing'
ofattention - pone are th.ose days that we do overlaok graffiti written on the school buildings, [t

therefore means that wit hout communication there can be no culture, no society, no science, no
technology, no shared excperience of the world ofreality, . '

i n'
“A topic sentence is the core sentence in a paragraph that summarises the ideas in the para-

1t

Ak Oxfprd University Fress : P

well as Anthropologists, graffiti proved msight into human behaviour, thought, social structures,
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