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Abstract
This paper takes a look at the importance of feacher preparation and the
significance of primary school teachers In enhancing qualitative education

in Nigeria. The primary School is the starting pohit for all the other levels

oAl econOInis, S0aln

it is interasting lo notz that most children have their frst

can be fostered.
contact with formal education at the primary school level. In order to give a

solid and unshaken foundaton to these children, well-gualified and
rofessional teachers who are specialists in their various fields of study

ghould introduce them (the children) into the school system. Formal
education is one of Nigeria's biggest industries and it touches on every

pumarn endeavour in any given society. Formal education is regarded as an

1 investment that later germinates good fruits for the society,

[ The Development of Primary Education

=+ An historical tour of the development of formal education in Nigeria

s s Important to start with, to know the measure of qualitative primary scheol

ieachers for effective pedagegy in the classroom.

Formal, western type education was part of Christian Missionary efiorts
# mid 199 century (Okebukola, 1999), However, the first primary school was
tablished in 1842, Since then, there has been a rapid development bath in
nrolments and establishment of primary schools.
: Maduewesi (1959} gave an elusive historical dévelopment of Primary
chools in Nigeria. For instance, 1842 » 1580 was regarded as a period for
intensive missionary activities in Southern Nigeria, using primary schools as
avenue for converting Africans to Christianity, at this epoch, education
olicy, educational activities and uniform standards such as syllabus,
sxtbooks, schoal hours, supervisions, teachers' qualifications and salaries
ere not adequately taken care of,
In 1552, the colonial government formed Education Codes, one of whicl
cified the certification of teachers through the Inspectorate of Education.
Inspectorate was empowered to conduct Teachers' Certificate
sHxaminations. Furthermore, the proteclorate of MNorthern and Southerm
ligeria was created in 1900 and a Department of Education was established
11903 in accordance with the Education codes.
» Maduewesi (1990) stipulated that new ordinance were enacted and one
f the ordinance specified 'classifying teachers’ certificates and teachers Intc
rades such as School Master (SM) Assistant Teacher (AT) and Pupil Teacher
)", Between 1920 and 1922, the Colonial Government allowed the FPhelps
ke Foundation to send an Educational Commission to West Africa. The
elps Strokes Foundation's report revealed that facilites and teachers
ovision were very poor.
At that time to become a full-fledged primary school teacher (PST) th
eacher needed to obtain primary school leaving certificate {Komolafe anc
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of edscation in the country hence efforis must be made fo improve the

ity of our primary school teachers, Nigerian teachzr. Eraining
iusiibietions have to ke well eguipped with the state of the art facilities so
that Nigerian rained teachers will be nble to compete favourably with
teachers from other countries. Specific recommendations were made in fhe
paper. :

i

Introduction

Teacher preparation is an essential aspect in the development of an
educatioral system, Education is a form of learning in which knowledg
skills and habits of a group of people are transferred from one generation
the next through teaching, training and research. Education occurs throug
any experience that has formative effects on the way one thinks feels or actss:
{Wikipedia2013).
Lagos State took a boeld step in the preparation of primary Schoet:
teachers when Michael - Otedola College of Primary Education w:
establish ed. This college happens to be the first college of primary Educatio
in the South Saharan Africa, Tt was established to take care of qualitf
preparation of primary school teachers as "no educational system can be
higher than the quality of its teachers". : :

Odexinde (1999) described primary education as the key to the success 0f
failure of the entire educational system. According to him, the hall-mark ¢k
educational system in a given country is to maintain an effective quaiJ',
control @s a measure to foster qualitative education to the citizenry, Tt
Federal, State and Local Governments have proclaimed the significance !
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Eternentary Teachsrs Colisgz (BETC) wwhich wa

a3
'

also referred b0 g
Grade Three Teachers College;- the duration for the qualification was two or
fhrse years. Also, the Higher Elementary Teacher College I:H'F:'TF..:} was fop
candidates with standard: six and two passes and the duration was four
years, In the 1940s, students with Cambridge School Certificate wers
qualified to obtain the Higher Elementary Teachears' Certificate, This laler an
became Gracle Two Teachers' Certificate in the middle of 1950s.

With the introduction of Teachers Training Colleges, Grade Three
Teachers spent two additional years to chtain their Grade rTwo Cerl—ific:ln.tg‘
Interestingly, after several years of effective classroom teaching and learning
at the primary schoel level, the teacher programmed were phaEEfi mf.t and
the least gualification desired for a teacher to any primary srlzl?nc:rl m‘I*:. LgF_:ria
is now the Migerian Certificate in Education (MCE}) 'F:'-i'iﬂ'l this c!ua:hf:?atmn :
{Nigerian Certificate in Education), emphasis is now laid on spcmallzahn? of
the chosen carser. It is nertinent therefore to note that with the least teaching,
certificate now which is the Nigeria Cartificate in Education (NCE), primary
achool teachers (PSTs) are trained as specialists as oppesed to generalist's
teachers of the past years.

Primary School Teachers and Subjects Taught ‘ .

A primmary school teacher plays u. significant mle_ in 1mp.arhng
knowledge and transmitting acceptable norms and values of the society to
the children, Komolafe et al (2000) viewed the primary school teacher as a
role [player who take solemn responsibility at foundation stage EF:r Ehe
survival of the individual and community. In other words, the teacher instills
discipline, gives knowledge as well as courage for a life time of dismvm:y
and achievement of the children, so that they can become useful members in
the seciety . _ B

A primary school teacher therefore can be describecll as a facilitator -.I*'.rho
prepares a child to become active and direct children activities alorli'g rhc‘ lute:s
of the prepared educational experience called "The Curriculum whmh. is
provide by the school. Primary education is referred t.o as the educs.mpn_
given in institutions for children aged & to 11 plus (Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1981) :

Accordling to the National Policy on Education (Federal Republic of

pa= -
was the

Nigeria, 1981) section 13, Sub-Section 16, the goals of primary education are.

to: ‘ ;
a) Incualeate permanent literacy and numeracy ability to communicate

effectively. : )

b) Lay asound basis for scientific and reflective thinking
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& bazis for effedtive participation in and

i Fthesoaialy
dj Meuld the character and develop sound atbitude and merals in the
child
e] Develop in the child the ability to adapt to his changing environment
f) Give the child cpportunities for developing manipulative skills that

will enable him to function effectively in the society, within the limits
of his locality,

The above goals could be successfully achieved if teachers in the primary
gchools have been clearly <lefined as specialists and not generalists. At this
point of technological advancement, primary scheol teachers should be
addressed as specialist as this will enhance effective classroom teaching and
learning,

. Musgrave (1279) explained that in the nineteenth century. sc
ﬁpbjec‘rﬁ in the public schools were very low. Even these who taught such
Pubjects were of lower status. Although this situation has changed but such
Ii.jw expectations on the part of sclence subjects could be attributed ‘o the
goncept of ‘Generalist’. It is worthy of note that primary school teachers ar
Igener:u] practitioners becduse most of them have the same qualificaticn

asacher's certificate and therefore status cannot be accorded by the subject
-_jaugh’r {Musgrave 1979). Musgrave (1979) argued that:
£ "Primary teachers must be academic generalist and
approach child as whole persons, whilst secondary School
eachers must usually have specialist knowledge and take

=

less diffuse approach to their pupil.”

b It should be noted that the ideclogy of Musgrave (1979) will not help
teveloping countries to have technology know how. In other words, a well
ained and qualified teacher will teach the subject matter effectively rather
Ehan 'struggling' with other subjects he/she cannot teach but must teach it
fiecause he/she has been looked upon as generalist. The idea of generalist
i /11l cripple the education system and mar the life chances of the learner.
r' e Concepts: Specialist, Qualitative and Quantitative Education

5 Oxford Dictionary of current English (1953) aptly defined a specialist as
i’u g person trained in a particular branch or person who specially studies a
iibject or area’,

L Qualitative as defined in the dictionary is quality, degres of excellence or
 zeneral excellence’, On the other hand, quantitative has been defined as of

- The three concepts examined therefore showed that towards improved
2eracy delivery in primary school for qualitative education, primary school
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fijucation and implementation of other educational systern. The qest for
prualitative education in primary school is a task to be provided to the child
bior the enhancement of national development. A solid foundation in
?{ucailon enhances a solid educational system for national development, In
gher words, a nation cannct develop econcmically, palitically, socially,
giturally and religiously without laying a solid foundation for education. It
% in furtherance of this that primary school teachers (FST) should be trainad
M become specialists in their chosen caresrs,

hasis for the education of young childran (Abdullahi, 1892).

I the same vein, Abdullahi {1992) explained that emphasis on teaching
thinking as well as creativity with the framework of thelregullaf v:un-jig_-,lu:m
of the primary schoo! teachers should be re'.'arr‘:pe_d, sm::g m.-’rru::hun for
thinking and creativity is the hallmark of specialized skills, which most
taachers in primary schools lack since they hilwe been grouFedras geneluum
of knowledgze, However, to maintain a viable and S{J].ld m}:ndahun of
primary scheol education and for effective implementation of the £-3-34
system in contemporary Nigerian society, there is neex"] for the .prlm.aw‘
E-;:hﬁl:)] teachers to become specialists as wall ag authorities on their chosen

In ensuring qualitative, solid, viablz and reliable educ
B children, the following recommendations are

; SR ¢ Htative edisat The Nalional POlcy on Edication should be ravisited so as * emphasize
- . i ar &k 5 ialists for gualitative educa podsld
: The need for primary s.-.h!:ml teacher P-t: -‘:p‘_'ﬂflﬂhb* ! q e El‘l R

Z Education plays an impertant role In the development process of g

i | naton. In other words, the development of formal Education is the oversl| §@ ATyt |

Lilra s e - ry d ’ 2 ; 1 : S ‘ : ; -
: 3 =Hon W 1Hnes y ajor role in econ R g : b
i development of the nation which continues to play a major ro ~onomt Rilicy ensure that all primary school teachers become specialists by the vaar

development and in social transformation (Olumide and Okebukola, 199{]}:
The need for primary school teachers as speeialist should be hall mark for
effective educational system., .

The primary school education is the foundation of formal learning of a
child, Such a foundation must be firm and strong to cater for other
cducational ladder for the child. Primary schoal tea:_?hers : should be
encouraged to become specialist since Teacher Education is a sine-gqua-non

for quality Education. It is imperative tl'lterefure that 'af,pe?Ia]i:; in pnnia:.-_}r The Tadersl, State and. Losl gevimseisas well i —
schipols shouid be em:cluragled 2 it lef:d t&qﬁzhtaﬁ:z th‘-;mand{;rauaﬂ Eould co}lectivelly provide educational materials such as textbooks, working
ﬁ!ﬁﬂ: 'Péi Do E::;:fsinuf irtzg'iti;ﬁ:mieutz the inc%ividual and sociefy, g and instructional maflcria!s for the purpose of active learning in schools.
a.ﬁeﬁhcan,“ d:—;szr;; attention should be given to primary schaol teachers & Government should allm pl‘ﬂ‘:-ld? special allowlzulr:es to each primary
Sil.rrtrtl:learf';j’nz chuca.tion is the root of education system upon which other TITTI' ttllel F‘-”Elm:;] of J;T'lpll"ovtsahmjl and for active participation of the
zysten[fs res:}rin its entirety; otherwise the entire educational system would r:1l‘encc;:1 enable the school to be child-friendly.
'Zrumhlﬂr{ #3 5'3?}1::;1*3 ls?:gtglal teachers as 'specialist’ would be able't pdullahi, A, (1992): "Teacher Education for Nigerian Primary Schools”. In
d HD:*:;ZL sELind ::;aegree of professional competence and 2 goodi Adaralegbe, A. (Ed) Education in Nigeria: Teachers Education for the 6-
kfnlff;:d e of the subject matter for them to teach effectively, In all, the act ciFe 3-5-4 5?'5"‘-‘511- The I‘:’Iﬂﬂagement of Human and Material Resources for
mcia}.izfrion v:'ouh:i greatly assist the specialist teachers (Primary Schoolggl Education, Proceed.u-ags E‘f 1‘7:'39 E_u‘ui 1990 Conferences of the Nigeria
'SI‘F;::hers} to relate the course content of the subject to the basic needs andg - Academy of Education. Nigeria: Nigeria Academy of Edueation,

lives of the learners and society (Ugodulunwa, 2000).

15, This will enhance qualitative educational system and effective teachinz
£d learning in Nigerian Primary schools. The Federal, State and Local leva's
uld encourage 'In-service training’ as this will enhance an effacs-
2gogy in schools. To further enhance the performance of school teac-=-
specialist, late payment of teachers' salaries//must be discouraced a= a
tter of urgency as this will have negative effect on their L',E;SEFIJLJEH
formance.
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Chapter 21

Science Education for National Development:
Application of Management Theories as a Way Out

Gbenu, J. P. (Ph.D).)
Lagos State University, Faculty of Education,
Departatent of Educational Maragement

Abstract

The importaice of science education can be felt in all facets of life:
health, industry, information and communication technology, inventions
to mention a few, Science education goals in Nigeria have not been
achieved as desired due to many factors one of which is resource
management, both human and non-humar, irrespective of their level of
availability. Countries like Brazil, Russia, India and China (BRICs) have
excelled at the global level due to series of inventions made possible by
science education. This would not have been possible without making
vesources available, both in quantity and quality as well as their
management. An important part of this to the paper is the management of
human resources meant to actualize the dreams of science education in
Nigeria. Even with some other identified problems confronting science
education in Nigerin, the paper exposes the fact that with adequate
attention paid lo the human aspect of resources, the challenge will be
reduced to a barest minimum, The managenient of human resources as it
relates to policy formulation and implementation of science education
programme in Nigeria therefore becomes the focus of the paper. To guide
the management, the paper suggests the application of scientific and
human relations theory to actualize the dream of science education in the
country and consequently improve the nation's economic developmient,

Introduction
Development has been a major challenge in Africa, one of the most

thickly populated continents in the world, Data and reports available over
the years in respect of moving the continent farward in the scheme of things
show that the continent's economic backwardness is not due to non-
availability of natural resources nor their mal-distribution but poor
management of these resources. This makes management one of the critical
factors necessary to launch the continent of the path of progress.

The situation seems more terrible in Nigeria especially after
independence when Nigerians had to occupy the positions left behind by
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