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pedagogy and educational testing, Hehasa chainof publications to his credit in local,

nationsl and international journals. He has authored and co-authored many
publications.

Professor Bashiru Babatunde Oderinde, the educator, tesearcher, author,
administrator and professor of Language Education was inavgurated to the referred
Frofeszorial Chair in Octeber 2007, He ploriously retired in September, 2010 after

meriforious services to the Education industry specifically and to God and humanity
it general,
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= ASSESSMENT OF READING INTEREST OF
: x,; RIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS IN OJO AREA
;- OF LAGOS STATE

SOLOMON OLANREWAJU MAKINDE (Ph.D)
OLUWATORI PEMEDE (Ph.D)",
OLUWOLE AYO AMOSU ;
and
OKEREKE PETER.C.

Faculty of Education, Lagas State University.

Absiract

The study investigated the reading interest of primary schaol szackers in Co Area of Lagos
State. It iz beliaved that teachers who world traln Nigerian children to be [Tterate by
Eivirg them sound education nesd to bhe aquipped before they could pedform their dury
effectively ar role models, One hindred and fortyfive teachiers selected from fifteen
primary schoals in Qjo Area were imvolved, A guestionnaire entitled, “Reading Interest
Inventars™ was administered fo the teachers to collzct data and using simpls percentage
arid prarson product momenr corvelardon co-efficient, the tvo hypotheses raized were
tested at .5 level of significance, Findings revealsd that teachers' reading Interess did nat
correlare sigaifcantly with level of Wbrary patrenage white material elways read did not
correlare significantly with feachers' porsession of bookshelves at home. The need for
povernmend, parents and feachers 1o encourage the seiting wp of school librarics in
primary sohools is stregred,

Introduction . .- . e S

In this present dizpensation when browsing the World Wide Web, playing with highly
compact handzet and passing non-stop ShA5's seem to be the order of the day, reading a
book inon peaceful corner of a library has become an obsolzte idea for most people, While
technalagy is slowly sweeping seross every fazet of human endeavour, the reading habit is
fast vanishing infa the thin airdt iz the most effective process of conscious learming which
influcnces the extent and securacy of information, as well as the sttitedes, maral, belied,
judgement and action of readers.

Oyetunde (2009} deseribes reading a3 the ability to obtain infarmation from print, In other
words, reading is the abllicy to make sense of the context of what is read. Onukacgu and
Moh (2003 notes that, reacding is a vital tool that can catalyze and sustain development in
aur nation. This means that developmant can be promoted by empowering the people with
reading. Reading no doubt I3 capable of transforming and reforming individual lives as
well ns the antire community, Yenerely (1990:8) cited in Onukacgu asd Moh (2008) has
descrilad reading comprehensively by saying thar
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_ reading is clearly primary to any definition ef literacy and some
cates others are secondary. Writing, as a means of recording
communication presupposes reading otherwise it is copying.
Similarly numeracy and document knawledge are supplementary
to reading and have a0 roles in the literacy equation without it
The skilled reader ignorant of numeracy and dosument formars
still will obtzin meaning from print. On the other hand, the nos -
reader who is skilled in arithmetic and seme document styles will
stumble in an environment based an print. ’

From the foregoing, it could be seen that reading is the pivot or the core of
literacy and literacy is a wital imstrument for "enhancing development,

sudtaining 3 people’s culiwre and facilitating their development”. {(Onukaogu
and Moh, 2008).

The reading habit of primary school teachers in contemporary African society is fast fading
off. The cause of this has been traced to many factors such as non-availability of reading
materials, existence of obsolels reading materials on most lbrary shelves, and pocr ;udinz
culture of Africans. { Anihogu, 2009)

It can Be deduced from the ahove that the importance of reading cannol be avercmphasized
nnn|_lJ-.i_s iz because reading habit plays a very crucial role in equipping & person towards
achieving practical efficiency, Books sre the most suitahle medium through which
knowledgs is transmittzd from generation 1o generation, Boaks vield their best readers
presented ta them at the age in which each particular master-pisce can ideally be achieved
=1|I'|-:l d.lg:,CSTI’.'d for according to Peterson (1992), books provide the most effective means of
disseminating snd popelarizing scientific and technological knowledge in & given socisty,

and reading buabit is essential for primary schaol teachers as this serves a5 tae bedmck for
irerncy.

kaﬂ!i (20040 ) asserts that reading is enormous and inestimable value in the making of an
iﬂdi'{i-:.liual. It is one of the salient activities in the learning process. It is a m;ms of
acquiring lieeracy, Reading is the pateway to information and new knowledze. Ttis a toal
by which a teacher keeps abresst with current information in the education system. Mo
teacher can owegrow the art and the more materials one can read the better informed one

becomes, becawse bath knowledge and expericnce grow together base on materals one is
able to read aned dipast. :

An |f'|'-[|'|LFDTrI.'IE_A:! teacher cannol pive cut what he does not have, Umch {1991) notes that
Ieadmlg is ar imdispensable tool of learning in the various fields of acudemic enzapement.
The elretimstanee af modern life demand the developmant of good reading habit for the
lmF":m_'afllﬂtl'-‘ltl of the national goals and on individual level for the fullest and most
heneficial partd cipation in the society. I

.-ﬂ':.*l}'pi:a_! librmry is stocked with evrrent and relevant books which can help teachers up-
[aa_: m?,u km'v.flcdgc. Q:ncuuwa {1999} postulates that teachers are the most important
factor in !l:E:b".Lng-flaanung process and if reachers are ignorant in their discipline ard
IEpact wrong Information they ore not only uselass bat dangerons,

It is amazing L hat in spi i it i
T T'l_-.:r ul:s-]:-.n: of the :uu:l.srnus_be_rlcf':ts eszociatad with reading, many teachers
iscouniendncss reading and @65 attendant discipline. The rate by which tzachers read print
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materials or have libracy cards is worrisome. Most teachers make no pravision for libeary
in their schaals, due to non availability of books and the financial problems in the purchase
of books,

Reading Habit

According to Sangkaco {1999) reading habit refers to the behaviour which expresses the
likeness of reading individual, types of reading and tastes of readers. Tt is a pattern which
on individual organizes his or her reading. Ones ability to tead is at the heart of self
eduzation and lifelong learning. In order to cope with new knowledge in this ever
changing world and that of the technodogical age, one must cultivate good reading habit.
The reading culture of mast primary school teachers {s Ojo zone is discouraging and this is
a back up to the word of Sangkaco (1999) “we are not a reading scciety In Africa but
chatting society, the culture habit of people proffer o listening and chatting more than
reading™,

Chandilanga (2006) states that the skyrocketing prices of books have affectad the reading
ciliure in Africa to some extent. In his reference to the word of the renowned writer Alfred
Mzadala who noted that since the book industry was liberalized some years ago, the
textbook market §s in the hand of the private sector and 1o a certain extent so many things
have oecurred on the negative side. The good reading habil has been thwarted and the
culture of taking pleasure in books has disappeared. The practice of exchanging novels,
magazine and other reading materials must be revived in our society.

Book Avallabllity and Access

Fasanmi (1999} chserves that the scquisition of krowledge can be effective through the
acquisicion and reading of books, Boaks impact knowledge to the reader, draws cut md

foster qualitiss such as imagination and self understanding and contributes to the teachers’

development by stimulating the senses of touch, sight and hearing,

Access to book refers to availability of gquality litsrature in the classroom, school,
community or home libraries, Inan ideal home envirorment where reading is encouraged,
such a learner stands better chance of gaining sound knowledge of self, family, community
and the society at large whizh promotes unity, progress and mutus] understanding.

However, it could be stated that there is a chronic shortage of an increasing digital divide,
The dramatic increasa in the number of pupils and a corresponding demand for more
relevant books courtesy of the universal primary education peoject bag accelerated pressure
an the education system. The family income in most hemes da nat halp matter.

Some of the Major Aspects of the Home that Contributes to Reading Literacy
Development.

Férstly, the economic resource 3s an important aspect of the howe enylronment. When aed
when reading materials ace in steady supply to a home thiz convey 1o children and parents
ihat learning to read is desirable and worth every effort given Lo it

Secondly, social and culoure resources. Sooiety and culiwre ere inhersnt in influences on
the perceived importance of reading for ncademic and parsoral suceess,
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In addition to that, out of school fiteracy activities can be highly rewarding. Teachers and
chitdren not only esjoy reading for recreation but also for practicing skill, they are being

learred, Beading for fun or to investigate wples of interest is the hall mark of lifelong
reading.

However, gchool policy and curriculum just as school environment and resources are two
major factors in school which are capable of affecting reading literacy acquisition.

How Do We Revive our Dying Reading Culture?

There iz need (o review reading culture among Nigerians, Generally, reading for pleasure
in the country iz not somathing that has been widely encovraged, Many people ses reading
as spmething you do in order to pass examination and to this end most students spend time
to read their books during examination.

Promoting the visw that reading could be something pleasurable would be an effort worth
taking ta kicle start changing current attifude, It could be the st to hailing the decline.
Alzo, television, mobile phones end the intemet is more appealing to teachers than having a
baok 1o themsel ves,

Statement of tHae Problem

Without eay tota of Joubi there ars several bensfits obteinabls from reeding, but it is

i ng that neny teachers find it very difficelc if oot almost impossivle to read spant
unt their dizcipling, It is highly discouraging when the rezding rate at which teachers read
print mateniats o kave library cards is taken into scoount.

The estance of this paper is to find out whether, miajority of teachers read other print
materizls apart from reading books in their discipline. Also to find out if most eachers
have bookshzives ot homs which they consult for funher study and rezearch.

The following bypotheses were tested in this sudy at 035 level of confidencs.

L There is po significant correlation between intzreat in reading and patronage of
librarse,

& There is no significant correlation between materials always read and possession
of bomlshelf ar home,

Methedology

Acwotal of 15 schoals selected by rardom sampling from the Ojo Local Education Districe
W owere used. = otaral of 143 teachers were randomly sampled from the 135 schocls,

A questionnaize desipned for primary gehool teachers was administered to the leachers.
Tha questionmesire has two sections, A & B, Section A contains itzms related to the
demagraphic Aata of the t2achers while section B deals with items bothering on the reading

interest of the teachers, Using the Cranbach Alpha gtatistizal toal, 8 comelation co-efficient
of .63 was estoahlished,

EDUCAT1ON: A Communication ChaBael for National Development

85

Analysis and Interpretation of Data

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents#¢cording to Gender.

Conder - X i Asgsu, Sig
Male ' 25 144 0.798
Female e

Missing (sex not | 28

indicated) |

Total | 145

Table 1 reveals that 92% of the respo/cnis are female and hkewits 23% as mala; iy
implies that the study cuts across both % which confirms, that the study 13 nat gender
biazad.

Hynothesis 12 Theve s no slgnificant sorrelation between interest in reading and level
ol: patronage of lbrary.

Table 2: Correlation of Interest in pyoding with Level of Patronage in Library.

— | DI T-Yalue [ Ass. 51y r

Ttem X | i

Tnterest in reading o.2000__ | 144 12.963 0.10 0.212
Level of patronage in library | 75310 | |

Results in table 2 show that there is ne SigTiBeant retationship between interest in reading
and level of patronace of library, Thi® rc:"lr:cts_ in almrtelatmn (r) index nt_l:].?.ll at [0S
level -af gigniﬂ,:ancu_“.hich chaws a weik relationship. The table v.lﬁlue derived stood .a#
0423 which is less than 1. Therefor/s De calculated value af (1) is less t]'.a.n the tabls
value. Since the caloulated value of {f) is less ﬂ."a” the ?ablc vnllu-:. the hipothesis that thare
is o significant relationship between sudents interest in reading and level of patronags of
Tibeary i3 not rejected.

Hypothesis 2: There is no significast correlation hetween materials always read and
passession of book shelves at home

Table 3: Correlation of Materlals 81#ays read and Possession of Bookshelves at
Home.

e X | br T-Value |AgsSla |1
Materials always read -1 83379 | 144 -2.777 0.005 .23l
Pogsession of bookshelves at home 8.7 5:!!45 |

The degree of relationship betweed the students materials read and possession .D{
bookshelves at Fome was established ¥ means of the Pearsan Praduct Moment Correlation
ir). Results in table 3 show that (W™ is mo significant rclaﬁm:l.sh'lp bm;wntm ::nstlc:nn'l:
alwags read and possession of bookshElVeaat home. This showsl ina Icnrre-],nnqn (r) indax
of 0231 al 05 level of siznificance ¥Hich ghows a weak r;lnunnshlp. The table valuz
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derived stood st 0.423 which is Jess than 1, Therefore the caleulated value of {r) is less
than the table value, Since the caleulated valuz of (r) is less than the able value, the
hypothesis that there iz no significant relationship between material always red and
possession of bockshelves at home s not rejectzd,

Findings

Resulis show that most primary school teachers only read books on their discipline. The
result also confirms that teachers in primary schools in Ojo 2one only engage in reading ta
teach and not for perzonal development, fun, or to be well informed. The result further
reveals that teachers dogpedly concentrate on their texthooks and lecture noles to the
detriments of other materials, :

Implication for the Achievement of Quality Basic Education

The race 1wwarnds achieving the millennium development goals of araining univerzal basic
auality eduention by the year 2015 {5 in top gear by almost 8Véry country, Since eddcation
is the bedrock of every meaningful development it is then imperative to invest ad re-invest
“in education. Mations of the world who place premium on guality education can boast of
guality seevices and human resources, There is need for massive campaign for Rieracy
awakening education for all. Government fnding of education is presently en the upward
review toocnsure mesting up with quality basic education, which of course is not easy o
come by, With the support of educational stzkehalders the gozl cannot be too difficult o
schigve (Abidemi, 2008),

Sanpleco (L599) says the task of encouraging positive reading interest to foster and
promate 4 love for reading culture in the gociely is not an easy task. In an attempt to
schieve guality sducation gvery teacher must ensure improverment in their reading habit
amd reading culture,

Recommendations

I£ the readimg culiure of primary school teachers is (0 be improved vpon, certain issues
must b2 worked upen such as follows;

Firstly, the librarfan: The lbradans working in the primary schoal libraries should
endeavour to make the likrary attrective o both pupils and teachers. The libchrians should
b piven rolles that must always be coordinated with whart is taking place in the classroon.
It addition o that, the school libeary set up should allow comfortability like good sitting
frranrememst, ventilation, readable lighting facility and silent environment,

Again, invoelvement of the mazs media. Radio and television stations in the country shauld
incovporate in their list of programmes “Reading Culore” through reading of interesting
boaks on eir,

Alsa, povesmment fupding must be reviswed in line with high cost of maintaining
funztional Eibraries in other civilized countries of the world. Library facilities should not
only be nvailable but adequate regardiess of how remata the place is.

Governmesy should net limit hee efforts to procuring reading materiais alone but welcome
fully packsped multi-mediac eguipment in primary schoal libeacies,  The epportunities
brought by Information Communication Technolagy (ICT) sheeld spread across.
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