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: pard dkion iz o irost
ing Festschrift to the life and work of pur respected colieague,
Professor Ason Fsu Obukho Esu, widely acknowledgzed as ‘an
aoademic prodigy...a dislinguished sand forpddable bescon in ths
Nigerian education sector’

The beok is in itself & prodigy volume. It covers the specialized aréas
of Curriculum and Pedagogy in a broad-field senss. Beginning with
the basics (The Fundamentale of Curriculum Development) the
contributors have dug desp into, and expatiated widely on the specifics
of models of curriculumn development and eurriculum principles as
applied to a variety of subject areaz and levels of formal eduecation.
The book alzo snalyses the major trends in Migeria's curmdenlum
developmient cxperience, highlighfing the lessons for theory and
praciice from our experiences over the years.

Cursrleshum and Pedegogy ars the grassroots aress of the discipline of
Education, These are the levels at which hich scunding educstional
philezophies and theories ars translated into educational ‘de-ablas™
the level at which the intended laarner- transformetion goal of the
process of education iz engineered and practicalized. The book
provides adequate guides to this ‘educationeering’ process by offering
iHustrative insights into the general and subject area pedagogy,
drawing frem the rich practical experiences of the contributors,

Professor Esu distinguished herself in seademics, educational
management, nurturing young talents and community service, This
baok has in diverze ways captured these complementary roles of all
academics worthy af the name, The 23 chapters have been written in a
language that will appeal to a variety of stakeholders, in keeping with
the dictum that Edueation for All (hy All, with All) iz the
Besponzibility of A1l ;

Students and teachers at the tertiary level will find in the boak an
inexhaustible mine of ideas and methodological guides far the further
pursuil of research and quality teachinglearning in Curricolum and
Pedagogy. Praclising teachers and institutional level managers should
be able to exploit this invaluable resource in analysing their
operational contexts and applying respeonsive curricelum management
and practical pedagogy. For the general reader and other partners in
the education development process, the book provides adequate
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CHAPTER1

PROF. ESU’S LIFE AND CONTRIBUTION TO
EDUCATION

Prof. Mrs AE.O, Esu,
University of Calabar, Calabar
and

Prof. UNLO. Ivowd,

Foremost Educational Services Lid,
Lagos

Early Life and Philosophy

Pru:’essar (Mrs) Akon Esu Obukhoe Esu i= an academie prodigy, 8
distinguished and formidable beacon in the Migerian educational
sector, Quiniessential woman of substanee and an internationally
treined scholar, who has, for more than three decades, greatly and
aetively championed the development of education in MNigeria and
bevend, Prof. (Mrs) Alon Eeu was born on 20 Aungust 1934 into the
royal family of late Chisf John Ebek Ulcpongote of Ukpongote Ebek
Dynssty in Oduenim-Oro, UrnesfHfong/Oruko Lecal Government Avea
of Alkwa Thom State. She ig number 12 in the family of many children.

Her life philosophy is to render gervice to humanity as well as direct
people to the Lord Jesus Christ as their Lord and personal Saviour. It
is alzo to live an exemplary and purposeful life worthy of emulation,
These have guided her in her relation and interaction with people
generally and with particular reference to thoze in lower segments of
the society, This explains her splendid interactions with htose whao

lived with her as she treated them as if they were her own biolegical

children,
Education

After her primary school education at the Methodist School, Orulke,
from 1959-1966, she attended Mary Hanney Secondary Sechaol, Oron

from  1968-1972 where she obtained the West African Schodl

Certificate in Grade two, She attended College of Education Uyo from
1974-977 where she bagged the Nigeria Certificate in Education
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CULTURAL INFLUENCE IMN STUDENTS'
LEARNING IN MIGERIA

Prof. Mrs T A Bolarin and Dr, Oluwatobi Pemede
Department of Educational Foundations

and Counselling FPaychology,

Lagos State University, Cia

Abstraet

The fecus of majority of previous studies on culiurs twas on feaching
and learning of cullure. Previous studies hove shown a symbiotie
relaiionship Between indigenous rducation and culture but there ia
paucity of research on ecultural influence in stucents’ leamming in
Nigeria. Therefore, parsnts, scudents and government should be corefis)
the way they imbibe foreign culture, so that it will » ot fteve an adverse
effect on the identity of Nigeria as o nation, The trauiiional cleliure
says much about us and It serves as our identity, It is therefore,
suggestzd that efl hands must be on deeh 80 ‘thot cur traditional
culture will not be eroded by foreign culture,

Introduction

The indigenous Nigerian education had been in existence before the

advent of the colonialists, In the Nigerian educational system,
culture cannot be separated from the system, In other words, every
society has distinct culture before the arrival of foreigners, In this
system of edoration, ceremoniez and festivals, demonstration,
imitation, initiation, practical arts and the host of gthers are
objectives of Nigerian education, but all these are also pari of culiure

— in the society (Bolarin, 2009). When we talk of Nigerian edueation, we

must  rémember that ealture and indigenous  education are
inseparable, In view af this, Fafunws (1974) in Akinghote, Oduclewn
and Lawal (2001) highlighted the following as regards culture:

a)  todevelop character:

E- b to inculeate respect for elders and those in pesition of authority;

and

¢] o underatand, appreciate and promote the cultural heritage of
the community at large and so on.
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VG fas
8 imperative tg e

g
15 historieal, specifie. and ideologics

L L 8
(Ewingewood,

Diseuszing further on cultural influence an our
@ntion food, dressing, names, he
has shown that Nigerian students
going for a party in tarmz of their hairdo. Alsg, in MNigeri
the indizenous way of dressing among st
declining. To some learners indigenons way o
and not modarn, yet to those who dress up in 2 way to advertise what
they possess, they are a little bit battar than a naked man or woman,
In all, societies ara fundamentally tightly knit, intezrated orzanic folk
eommunities which Tonnies refarred to as femeinsheft’ — integrated
through what Emile Durkheim called conscience collective — zuch thar
in societies, each individual knows the traditional culkire of EVETY

i cocisty (Billi 2nsides and Fitzsimon

students, thers is naed
lir-do among others, Cbgervation
make one to wondar

if they ars
a for instance,
udents ig complately
f dresging is primitive

Lington, Strawbridge, Gre mons, 1961

Cultural Influence in Studenis’ Learning

e Meaning of Culture:
E Culture has been defined in literaturs by various writars, A simpla
® definition given by Bolarin (2011) explains that culturas MMeans our
b way of life. Tt is the way we do things make us to be diiferent from
& other peaple. She went further to add that our culture §
¢ language, our religion, the by
B our food, our way of dressing,
o way wa preet, the ceremonies

i them.

neludes our
e of food that we eat, how we prepare

the type of dresses that we wear, the
that we perform and how we perform

Similarly, Akinade (2001) defined cu

lture ag distinet charactoristics of
&= 2 group that are transmitte

d from one generation to another, For
-example, behaviour, values, attitudes, language, food, dreszes, dance

¢ ind beliefs. A more advanced and elaborate definition/explansation i
given by Akinlaye (2003) when he states that culture iz what makes
-man human or eivie in the society, He went further by stating that the
fterm “culture” refers to the universally learned and shared ways of
sbehaving. It is a set of ready-made solutions to all the mytiad
btroblems that are encountered by individuals living together in a
Society and as such, culture is a learned behaviour, & way of life or
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lture, the tenﬂenl::j:"l' e

f practice oI =
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i st people in other paris 61 5
ol rough the televi2ioh
Sinee culture 18
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$ k | Tt aadta
1 D Unfortunsg

naticn i becoming a dumpi
gulture. Nigeria's cultural values sre gradually getting ercded,

Oja (2014) raized the following guestions in his article on the erozion
of Nigerian eultural values: How do you identify an American, Indian,
a Ghanaian and an Australian? What tells them apart? It iz their
culture. Their geographical locations, languages, food and drinks,
fashion and styls, Hterature, music, names, mores and values, all
serve Bs mesns of identity. Ojo identified neo-colonialism as an
affliction that has made Nigerianz to daspise their own customs and
traditions while upholding American and Europsan ways of life,
Information and Communicasion Tschnology (ICT) haz been largely
identified as the means through which Western world is carrying out
its cultural imperializm, Today, Migerians in particular, students ara

wals

beinz & matically snd subtly brainwashed to jettizon their »wi

cultural

through the us= of all zorts of electronic gudgets
h =s the traditional media (made up of radic, televizion, hillboard,
newspapers and so on) and the social media (made up of YouTube,
Facehook, twitter and blogs powered by the Interneti. The more our
young, ezpecially the students, watch Western films, reality zhows,

-]

beauty pageants; naws, fazhion and styles, the more they will Hke to
be like the producers. It is very Important to note that cultural

diffusion is desirable s no nation iz an island on itself However,
efforts must be made to ensure that Nigerian culture is not portrayed
as inferior to foreign culture,

Ojo (2014) identified some areas or aspects of Nigerian culture that
are gradually getting eroded especially by young Migerians and to
which attention should be focused to ensure that the erosion is halted,

- They are the Nigerian traditional names, mode of dressing, mode of

greeting, cur traditicnal feed, our musie and movies and Nigerian
anguages. Although change iz inevitable in every seciety, Ritzer
(2000) sees change as an orderly progess. We live in an age when
change has become a tradition. The learning and teaching activities
seem to be the most hit by this turmeil of change and innovations

pristentially occasioned by the multi-dimensional facez of the info

E toch, scientific and technological inventions of our 37 Millennium age
. (Btan, 2004)

¥ In the Nigerian society, new things continuously evolve in a variety of
waye. There is ecientific transformation from primitive to civilized,
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medicing, fashion, auto-mobils, heusing, education, induatry and

banking. The eociety gees through development from one skage to
ynother. & change may be recorded through invention and contacts
which sometimes have devastating effects or consaquences on tha
artire fabric and lifestyle of the gociety mosk papacially on the norms

and values of Migerian gulture,

Conelusion

Migerians and Africans in dinapora have an enriched culture that ean
be emulated and adopted by the Westarn world, Nigerian students
ghould eultivate the aetitude of showing intarest in their indigeneous
gulture. The traditional culbure 3ays much sbout us and it serves as
an identity. It is, iherefore, suggested that all hands must be on deck
a0 Lhat our traditional pulture witl not bs eroded by forsign culture.
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