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Abstract

This study was designed to examine the changing values in
some aspects of Nigerian Educational system via
descriptive and historical approaches of the pre-colonial,
colonial 10 post-colonial era. At the pre-colonial era the
major educational system though not systemized, was
mainly informal and non-formal. The informal consisted
of Nigerian moral and ethical values which every child
learnt firom adult generation by instinct e.g. mode of
greetings, dressing and hygiene. On the non-formal ground
the child learnt a trade which earned him a livelihood, and
the period of skill acquisition was-at the discretion of the
master and the complexity of the required skills. e, g
learning of carpentry, masonry and bricklaying In the 19"
century when the missionaries came with the sole aim of
spreading the gospel in order to convert Nigerians to
Christians, a systematic formal education dominated by
liberal arts subjects was introduced. The weakness of the
system was inadequate funding and non- recognition of
the need of Nigerians as corroborated by Elliot (1943) and
Ashby (1959) commissions (Fafunwa, 1980). The need for
changing values in the system brought about the curriculum
conference of early 70s.The conference put Nigerian
educational system on a quasi-scientific outlook in form of
6-5-2-3 system, which was later Jound to be inadequate to
the needs and values of Nigerians. And later it was replaced
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self-reliance

in the 80s by 6-3-3-4 systent with the goul of
and scientific outlook, which was considered necessa;y,for

the sustaining development. \

Introduction .

The type of educational system embraced by any society depends On the|

pature and the needs of the people in that society: These needs inciude the

moral and cthical values of the sustenance of the society: This paper examing

the changing values in the Nigerian Bducational system from the prc-colonial
Jonial periods with the purpose of determining the chronologid

colonial to post-¢0
changes n these values as well as their effect onthe jivesand property of t

contemporary citizenry.
Inthe pre-colonial period the Nigerian Educational system Was purt!

informal and Non-formal. Atthe informal jevel a child was expected 0 1ean{
i

through instincts from the adult generati:on about the traditions of the socie
etings and even sanitation witho

The child learnt the mode of dressing, gr¢
in the formal systemas itistods

being confined into 2 definite place of learning

Infact, itwas an abominaﬁon forthe Yoruba child to stretch out his hands wh
o do so. This was

greeting an elder, except he is given such a privilege t
ensure adequate moral values t0 be passed 1O the subsequent gen eration. A
ys to see & male child puton a femal

from this, it was a taboo 11 those da
dress or vice- versa- This was considered an act of hooliganisit in the socl
yebrow against this

and virtually all the adult generat'\on raised an €

Furthermore, it wasnot traditional touse the right ~the nhand to clean faec

the left hand was considered for such purpose- This was to ensure adequ

hygienic condition for the people 10 live. Fafunwa (1980) observes that infor
education encompassed all facets of humarn livings- '
Asaresult of the agrarian nature of the Nigerian society inthe pre-cold

period another form of education called non-formal system was well o1g

though without awritten document 1o 1€ gulate. This educational sy stem W,
equip intending member of the society the okill under the control of amask
contained such trade as carpentry, bricklaying, and masonty whose duratig
-y of the skill as well as the master
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To this end there was nothing like scientific approach to educational system.
Tt was based on this ill-equipped system that Elliot commission (1945) and
Ashby commission (1959) kicked against the missionaries’ educational system
(Fafunwa, 1980). According to the reports, Nigerian education deserved to be
given a pride of place in terms of the needs and aspiration of the people (Fafunwa,
1980). The good aspects of the informal educational system like proper greetings
as accorded male and females were not recognized in the missionaries’
educational systems. This was the practice until 1960 when Nigeria became
independent and by 1963, after Republican status, it was decided that the country
dominated liberal arts subjects should change into the scientific outlook while
the non-formal and informal educational system should be upheld. The nature
of the Nigerian educational system was 6-5-2-3 systems whereby a child was
expected to spend the first six years in the primary school, five years in the
secondary school, two years for higher school certificate and the last three
years in the higher institution of learning. This system went for along time until it
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