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: The phenomencn of ghbalization is moving at 8 faster speed and no nation can afford
be left behind if it is to maintain acceptable rate of economic growth and development. But
en, the question is:Is globalization simply about economics and can we separate education
m economics? Also, what are the impiications of this concept to both African education and

festern education? In this paper, an attempt has been made to discuss the above questions.

“*os\mswn if the benefits of giobalization are many. it then becomes imperative that education

. Mmamsm for all societies the greatest instrument for achieving national development

g Various writers, of: aamwmﬁ.@o:omcsm backgrounds have attempted to probe into the

,,mmmao:mznm of globalization and educational development in Nigeria. In fact some of these
%ima have anayzed whie others criticized the refationship of globalization and educationa
fevelopment in*Nigeria. 1t may be first important to understand what globalization itself is all

Globdization is a product of imagination, which has come into materidls equivalent.- In
other words, it is one of the redlities of our time. Some say, ii'is the dawn of a new era, which
encompasses and promises integraticn of national economics with investment, technology
fransfer, transportation, communication and infernationd frade. Others see it as an “old enemy in
mm new disguise” which is characterized by uneven econom
jopportuniies, which is refiected in the unequal integration and fragmentaticn of many nations in
m.éz% more developed nations get richer whie the less developed regions become poorer.
Whatever perspective we-want to define gobdization, it is a generdization term that is vital and
inecessary, as such the world becomes a “global village”. Interestingly, information technology
as creafed impact on the economic, pdlitical, education and cultural activities of people in
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aresult of this, we can iearn all aspects of ail human acivities
and interact with each other gobally. Since learning is & tool in education. therefore, the role of
globalization in educational development cannot be overemphasized.

It should be pointed out that education is not confined to specific location, but it is a
confinuous process, that is capable of meeting the demands of the ¢hallenges of globalization.
As it were, progress wil be tecorded in the spheres of telecommunications, telefax, telephone,
cable net work, internet, voice and text maiis and compuiters in terms of education. However, in
order o articulate any underiying appraisal and critique of the roie of globalization in educational
development, the paper discusses the concepts and definitions of globalization, explains the
chalienges of giobaiization, relevance of education in Nigeria, issues and globai integration, role
of globdlization in" educaional - development ligeria, as well as summary and
recommendations. :

Concepts and Definitions

There is no tnique or universafly accepted definition of the term gobalization. 1t couid
be referred to as a staggering coencept. It is pertinent to recognize that the definition has many
concepts, perspectives, faces, impacts and interpretations. Though it is the process to which the
world economy has been reduced fo a “global village” and a "global market’, for the purpose of
understanding the main concepts, a few definitions and interpretations of globlisation are

considered below. IMF*(1997); defined gobalization as the growing economic interdependence

of countries worldwide through the increasing volume and variety of cross-border transactions in

goods and services and of international capital flows, and also through the more rapid and wide

spread diffusion of technology. = .

In.the same vein, Garcia (1978) in her paper *Cooperation South” sees o_ocm_,N,.%o: as

changing the way of production as organized and required by the general dismantiing of trade
barriers and the free mobiity of financial and productive capital in the context of accelerated
technology change. Technological development in the sphere of information and electronic
services has been a catalyst for speeding the process, bring about globa production, distribution
and consumption.” - : e

Ake (1999) did not consent to the above postulations, but rather defined gobalization as
the march of capital all over the world in search of profits, a process reflected in the rich and
power of muitinationd corporations. 1t is about the nation-state coming under pressure from the
surge of transnational phénomena, about the emergence of a globa mass culture driven by mass
advertising and fechnical advances in mass communication. :

To Aja and Emerise (2000}, globalization refiects the greater openness of national and
international economics to greater flows of trade, finance, capital, high technology, and market
integration offerings. The engineering mechanism of giobalization remains the revolution in
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.%:o,o and technology particuiarly as it affects transporiafion and electro-communication
jstems. The net result is the creation of a global viage, a single Smﬁ.xm.. systern, m.go.um_
jelory and a global office. In other words, globaiization Is grotesqua and dangerous polarization
ptween peoples and countries benefiing from the systern and those that are merely recipients
pd reactionaries of the effects. « . . .

! Robertson {1992} articulated globalization as a concept which refers to both the
pmpression of waiid and intensification of consciousress of the world as \msao“«,. 4 _

: Giddens (1990} in his own view, laid emphasis on globelization to worid in which
cieties, cultures, polifies and economies have in some senses. come doser together, and
ifined the concept as “the intensification of worid wide sociel relations .é:_o: fink gama
%ma_mm in such a way that local happenings &re shaped by events occurring mies and vice
rsa..

the Challenges of Globalization

: Globalization brings persistept energy and benefits to countries that are able © propeny
arness their opportunities to the proper development of their materials and .:cams
;esourcesfendowments. Resources are scarce, and for a nation to benefit from gobalization,
“uch nation must be ready to bear the cost, and be ready to scientifically allocate her resources
joth in human and in materids resources towards attainment of economic growth and &mw. ty,
hich must give room to competition. Having said this, the question that readily comes to 35&.
s-how do we reconcie the opportunities in weak economies of less developed nalions to é:mw is
“btainable in the strong economies of developed nations? Are the developed countries %:_:m
icher whie the less developed counfries getting poorer? Whose role is it to bring about

|
j

- aternational integration which aliows the less developed countries to gain from gobalization? In

huttressing the above argument, one can leve! up the gap in the sense that globalization makes it
possible for.all nations to benefit from interdependence. Interdependence allows all economic
.agents to participate freely in internationd frade and has also increased economic linkage among

.. tountries through trade and financial flows. 1t has also been argued that interdependence entals

sk and uncertainty, and that the rich are in the main stream.

. M To this end, the major challenges to all countries, parficularly the developing countries is
|

be assisted from the marginalization and repositioning in global economy which calls for both
‘policy and intellectual review of the trends and patterns of means of ns%o:os in terms of mxu.on
tapacity and infrastructural facilities since the less developed countries are mono-economics
hich are not self-reliant and depend solely on western economies. .

§ However, to meet the chalenges of globalization, the less developed 8.::58_
particularly Nigeria, would no doubt hesitate in preparing individuds for the implementation and
-achievement of the vision 2010 objectives, that is, where we are, where we want to be and how
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-to get there. These wil evehtually tailor the Nigerian economy towards seif-sustaining and seif-
reliant economy, which would be competitive in the world market, and can access the various
» international. institutions- available o promole economic growth and stebility. 1t also has to
improve on her communication networking which,inciudes produictive technology and the use of
communication techndogies i learning andin facilttation of the flow and share of ideas, values,
goods and, services, banking ‘and finance, . science, and technology, foreign investment and
marketintegration. "~ T ovieo e o

The Relevance of Globalization o Education

It has been argued that, “a aa_wm spent ofi education: of human beings wil often bring a
greater increase in national income than & dellar devoted 1o tanghble goods”. Therefore, the
relevance of education cannot be overemphasized because it makes human beings more
efficient, effective and productive. Aifred Marshal also recognized the relevance of education and
articulated that, * good education confers great indirect benefits even on the ordinary work man.
It stimulates his mentd"activity, it fastens in the habit of inquisitiveness, makes him more
intelligent, more ready and'more trust worthy in his ordinary work'.

« .. However, education is a catalyst in the process of globalization in tite sense that, it
brings light to the social and scientific- cooperation involved in giobalization. -Due to techrological
and scientific break through in the telecommunications, internet, telefax computers and other
eleclronic. devices it is making-a profound influence on virtually all aspects of the economy
through education. ‘The expansion of these-cevices has brought to' the door step of people all
necessary infornfation around the world which has eventualy brought light, knowledge today
- decision making précess and helps in the area of ¢i ization and modernization:
© ltis an accurate fruism-that we. are in the space age that requires sophisticated
education about environment. But less developed countries-still fack the abilities to exploit all
necessary opportunities in attaining greater height of the space age; due te-poor investmerdt in
education, poor infrastructural faciiities, low level of technalogy development;: poor governance,
poor and low managerial and technical abilities. All these factors aiso militate against the less

developed countries to gain in the process of gobalization. .

_ Knowiedge is power and education hitherto remains the gateway to-knowledge. Every
developed country attained the status-industrialized economy only by tepping from the
fremendous power of education in their march towards attainment of national objectives. This
accounts for reason why education is compulsory for l children in the developed countries.

For Nigeria to attain such status, and benefit from the era of gobalization, there ‘should
be more concentration on education by -making it the main hallmark of riational objectives. She
should provide compulsory and qualitative education not proceeding bit by bit” but rather a large
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jmprehensive programme is required of clearly necessary for the successfui carrying out of
nisticated education. .

yimmary and Conclusion e g .
1. This paper has discussed the relationship between educational davelopment in Nigeria

jd gobalization. it:is important to note that gobalization'is ia product of imagination that has ™

moam to materiels equivalent. it waits for nobody,or a nation. We have come to an era where
velopment or industrial revolution is based on information.. " Information Is knowledge and
owledge is powerful, and information is idea and ideas rufe the world, and _aoﬂa.mao: can be
Lauired through education. There'is néed therefore to improve the Nigerian macomﬁ_ozm_ “m<m»m.a
*\.imgsm global reafities in our curriculum, R L o
Also. the fate-of Nigerian economy in this new era of globalization rests on‘the ncm_q of
wr policy makers. There is the need for the policy makers tc bear in Bs.a that .,._a.o,qamao:
‘ontrols. ive mechanism of gobalization and should be iniroduced info nationa am<m_on3®a
trategies for proper management and impiementation.” g . ,
it is crucial and Pm,.a..sma at this time for various writers, authors, mo:o_&m m.:.a. v.o__Q
inakers in Nigeria, to offer better guidance and criticai analysis for our country by feducing our
;eliance o foreign economy, by helping to realize the huge. capacity, of our natural resources
sndowment, and also probe into the issues of our educational system and economy. By this, our
otentials would be redized, discovered, exploited and putinto optimal use, which will serve as a
.major catalyst for Nigerian .economy to benefit better in “the era.of globalization. Apove d,
averybody and ail nations are faced with compe 0 join the planners of m_ocmﬁmzop hence,
Nigeria education and economy should be premised in the challenges. of Qoﬁ ﬂ.mzo:.
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>§a§.,.,. . , ,,._..
Globaiization amm om% used to %mgg the :ﬁmw ependence of countries maQ .88% across the .
globe. This interconnectvity has actually influenced: all spheres uf himeh endeaviurs such s
politics. economy, culture, education, religion. stienca, and &%833 fo mention a few. This
development has been brought abeut by technolbogical breakthrough, which is observed fo have
been received with- mixed reactions. . Whike some saw it as a welcorhe development one of the
bestthings that court.have happened fo mankind, others expressed meam% Whichever s§:~v
may be considerad. it is our befief that the vast amount of information Sm% avalable 3\ this
%gagai about happeings around the world wouid defiitely fiave & areat déal of inflience
on what is known and taught in scofal studies. Hehce, this paper examines the imphications”of
globalization for Sociel Studies Curriculum in ,._:ma..as‘w%oow and conchices that social maamm.
cumiculim could be P%% iﬁoiq and be made more respeasive to ‘mmsma, riseds in'the

confext of present-day a&_%m in their ﬁmn for x:os\.mq%

_a:oacomos

-Soon %2 Sm samng%gm m%dn% 515 ;mmm: to mvﬁaaw no?mﬁm mcoa a gep
cmgmmz am needs and; mmn_i_oam of §m ﬁmogm and the type of m%rmwo: system Eos%a by
n Nigeria, instead of
ami% m v ?@ §9<_8mm sz%w values and skils 5 gm aco.ﬂe in which the African
child lives, fencied to aienate him from his cultural environment The 232_:5 centents of the
schod focused pupls' learning on acquisition o.‘ uo& of xaogma@m which &mw cutside s,m.v




