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ABSTRACT

: For any nicaningful and a erzalizedina

nation, the rolh: of lﬂdescnOUS‘f angusgss cans 4 Henca, many
:scholars mos! especially languaga expearts ar: inion that a child should
be educated i s or her mother tonguse sinc fanguage in which he or

“'she has the hijhast linguistic facitity for comn ation.
The National policy on education in Nigeria Fas fnereicre rovided for the us
-of mother tonaur as a medium of instruction for pre-primary and lower pnmary
education. For political, cultural, psychological znd pedag cgical reasons, mother
tongue is no doubt the most desirable madium o of insyuction. Itis against this
background that this paper consider ite -Ee it 1o examine the ro[e of

thenan languages in achieving national pro g:

( I)

ntroduc’u’on

= Niseria is one the graatest nations in -
human and natural resources. But it is sad to ncie that the nation is still counted
“amongst the under-developed countries. M‘recs ars the problems

“facirg the nation. Some of these ity corruption, ilfiteracy,
‘cor~ nunal clashes, tribalism and m s groaning in poverty.
-Solutions to these enumeratad problems andma ~ers are not foihcoming.
“In as euch es the bestlong-term so {utxor' toar oblem could be found
“in the educational system, the sv rasearchers = ‘i support of the call by
UNESbO for educdtona‘ srms in Africs 23 a preparatory step
»towa,d Lizkinde 1997:1)
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NG N S M 3 tion to teach subjects like Mathematics, and Elementary
political logjams and failureg, witnessed in our nation cars e hedium of mstrgc on to. e at Africa nations including Nigeria can achieve
misunderstandings amongst  the geo-political grou 4 reis no cou:?Ltﬂalt fri if the indigenous !anguages are
political instability cannot achieve national progre e and t?anO]Sg\{xmcfé:atal[ levels of education. In this
integration, education, economy and democracy. ERIRE o =
lwara (1997) believed that a nation in search of deveiopmant must
" dynamic krowledge of its cultural idsntity in crder to orie
efforts appropriately. He added that cultural Knowledcs
constituent languages of the nation. It is therefore not ot o7
appreciable national progress would be achieved -
promoticn cfa nation's indigenous languages. The role ¢
towards national progress would therefore be highlightes = : ane
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NIGERIAN LANGUAGES AND EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.
Nigeria is a multilingual state with about 430 larg

‘Blench 1992} out of which we have three (lgbo, Hausa an

major languages. Other notable languages which are usas aa

are; Fulfude, Ibiobio, liaw, Edo, itsekin,

Efik, Egun, Kanuri, Tiv, Nupe, Ebiro and some others. 23 of row. English
language is the official language of Nigeria and it has bazn suzer-im;
the existing local languages by colonization.

One cannot but recognize ‘some other foreign languags
Nigeria like Arabic because of the Islam connactions ar
tional relations, with France) and other Franco-phene couni
FRN, 1998). Alct of research projects have proved beyon
“medium of institution for a child living inits own language &
‘be the mothertongue” (UNESCO 1653). Some of these axc
the lloilo experiment (UNESCO 1853:127,128): the Ghana axz
by Julian Dalan (1968:26) in Bamgbcse (1876:12); the Is
project, the Rivers' project and the ltsekiri language :
Bamgbose (1991:123) It is rather unfortunate that the N

being educated in alanguage foreign to him. The Pre-prin
run by the government and as a result English fanauzage
instruction. Children find it more convenient to thirk 2540t cor

tongue and this is the cognitive function of the mother-tongue: N
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7. CINE. st o
NIGERIAN LANGUAGES AND TRAD‘T*QN}‘_—..’\"E? and the impértation or
"~ Before, the introduction of western scucaucn ans I‘l S other Afiicait
SIS, ' 5 Niaar
transfer of modern sophisticatad technolcgy. N:‘Scna;i:i wtequate for the
b =~ ¢ L3 1 . { e e
» .2 scien ard technelcgy considered adequats 101 I
nations have had the sciences and e i of Orthodox
nea§;°of their people (Raji 1897 .1 1). Despie L_n?POP:A’?Ofd‘; - They have
m; ‘c’r“’ traditicnal therapies arg still very much i vogue 0day. 1iey BEtE,
crniediCinies. U "“",‘ ] ek o
notlost thair appeal, by any chance.

[

e i most African countries, the traditional
ltis quite unfortunate that in Nigeria and mmoa‘—\rrci: co er;tpd  veicins who
medicinas have bean leftin the hands of iliiterais remaliss an s Wi
hlinss ha ST y i
ara not well informed about tests and records

PROGRESS IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLGGY.
¥ Results of the mother-tongue experimants sarliarciizs ~3v2 o

all that scientific knowledge is not pecuiiar toa partic

six-year primary project, Yoruba fanguage was successiuiy
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such apecnallsts are participating in the traditional medicine that is currently going che national policy into practice. ntimthair 527
onin Lagos State. Language is seen as a very important factor in determining g heir MT or LWC) sheu'd be taug 3 w:r\va -
the efficacy and potency of or cca! medicines. (Paji (1687:7) form the point of Departments of African erf—::c e, "
collecting some herbs to the peint of cooking, mixing cr grinding and using ¥ qur colteges of medicine  for ;
there are scme statements that must be made correctly i prevent rendering  nerapies. In additicn depanments o "
such a medicine useless and powerless. Many incuratie Jseases have ceen & established in our £7
affectively handled by the trad,tcrm practitioners and ccrsidering the fact that 3 - developed locally to meet e
the local herbs are chapter than the orthodox medicines: they should be & The govemment through the Pvl:Ha { .
properly “Health is Wealth”. ',za' state levals should  rsSry i m l‘c g
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NIGERIAN LANGUAGES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOFMENT
Nigerian languages have vital roles to play in the Zsvelcpment ofthe £ in orderioma lang
acoromy. In ordar to raach the masses many industries a7 now wiritng the i pass in atleastone Nigerian 1an
prescriptions  and directions and svern advertising their p-xducts in Nigerian g the tertiary institutiors
languages. Today we have many professors in Nigeria iarguages; there are | :
many writers today in Nigerian languages and many Newsgacers are gublished
m Nigarian languages. Many artists who have used Nigerz= :
fanguages to convey their msssage have become m
millionaires. In some foreign universities like America, Ni
bemg studied. Fromithe above, it could be clearly seen that
gain if the lecal languages are developed.
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. CONCLUSION

This papar nad ceen concarnas Vit
-~ Nigerian languages achieving nationa: £".
"~ MT has been found cathe beatmew im i
cultural transmissicn and prometion 0
Inthe light of the apove the governm
students and paren's must co- oo_
culture towards 17 3tudy of o

invaluable benefits tral will aocrua o us i

: Vi

naires and multi- ‘&
nlanguages are
Nigeria has much to

liwal vmues

istrators: teachers,
ant and positive
zsuli cf those

2sasai
ATTITUDES TéWARD NIGERIAN LANGUAGES. g
"~ Researchfi fndmgs on students-and parents’ attitud= ‘owards Nigsrian g
anguages have revealed that majority including the =ies have negative -§
aftitude towards the languages. Most parents would want their wards to .
specialize in English, French and other foreign languages instead of theirown, . &
mother tongues. This had led to a situafion wherebyourenu 22rs, deciors. and 2
spacialists, who are expected to have contributed meanirgiully towards the
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RECOMMENDATIONS
In order to meet the challenges of the 21 century, t~s majer N'ge?
larcuages should be more deveioged. For the non-major Erguages thei
curricular should be planned and developed (Garba, 19S4; R §vEs
federlatign should identify the languages of wider commu~
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1 u.'.',d to offer French Arabtc an d orany cther forcxgn I" ng

tion (Ravisw).
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