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Chapter 2

Beyond Basal Readers to New Trajectories in Reading
Instruction: Implications for Guidance and Counselling
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Abstract
Investigations into emergent literacy reveal a dialectal relationship
between learning and instructional approaches. One of the key
findings is that the basal reader approach which dominates the
teaching of reading in the African school system is responsible for the
widespread reading failure amohg learners. Many, if not all reading
experts seem to agree on the need for change.
This paper presents an analysis which demonstrates that a new type of
intervention is needed: one taking a multi sectorial approach. The
paper identifies the most innovative and successful initiatives in
beginning and developmental reading.:
Reviewing initiatives on the part of the teacher, the paper casts light
on a variety of interventions developing practical activities in the
affective, metacognitive, discourse, syntactic and vocabulary
components of reading. The implications of the intervention for
guidance and counselling are discussed.

Beyond basal readers tc new trajectories in reading instruction

Effective reading instruction is a topic that has commanded a great deal of
attention in recent years. One motivation for this attention is that learning to
read is painfully difficult for some children. There are students in every school
in all nations of the world who are experiencing difficulties becoming readers. A
second motivation for attention to reading instruction is that in the eyes of
many parents, there is an obvious culprit when their child does not learn to
read in school. They believe that their son or daughter is the victim of the
reading teacher who is incompetent for lack of adequate preparation and/or
ignorance of reading methods.

As noted by Abel (2003) the reading problem is contmuously evolving and
is deeply embedded in the traditional understanding of the nature of teaching
reading in the foundation phase — the elementary years of schooling. The need
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