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Public o4 Private So00i

of Emergent Readers in

2.0, Okebukola {
Lagos Stare University, Gjo, Lagos-iligeria. and
W. J. Apari

Tai Solarin University of Educaticn, Febu-Cule, e, Ugun - Nigzria

Abstract

This study was conducted to compare the performance of emergent
readers in public and private nursery/primary schools on fleency, word attack, and
compichension Skllls. One hundred and ninety six emergent readers - (100 from
public and 96 from private schools) in intact classes were used as subjects for the
study. The subjects were pretested on {hree reading tests after which they were
exposed (o instructioral treatments. Means, Standard deviation and -tests were
used to compare the perfermance of the pupils. The results showed that private
school pupils performed significanily better than ‘heir counterparts in public
schools on all the measures. The pedagogic imgpiications of the study were
highlighted.

introduction

Readling defined as the process of looking at and comprznending the meaning of wiiiten
and printed words from the visual represencation of symbols, tiuvolves recognition and
sometimes verbalization of symboi which represents sounds in human speech. Reading (akes
place when the reader understands what has been encoded for decoding; hence,
comprehension is at the cenier of reading. Readiﬂg facilitates the teaching and learning
processes. It helps in the mastery of relevant subjects taught and studied. Reading is a vital
meais of acquisition of knowledge, skills and cxpression of thought especially in this modern
world of Science and Technology which demands that one should be able to take an
intelligent and informed interest in happenicgs within one’s environment and the world at

large.

Research and schoeler

73]

ing in Nigeria agree on the roor perlormance of students in

neion. Z0oris to examine the etioing gy of ie problem have been

Ead

directed at the secondary leve! of the educs iomal system. However, recent rescarch has

shown that the proticms is traceable to when chilcren first aco2ss seloo i and are classified as
emergent readers (Macauley, 1983: Haiya, 1997 Umolu and Dkanko 2G90; Broline, 2002;

Abel, 2003). Also, Medahunsi 1192 7} notes thai reading at the primary school level is crucial
by &
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2! that reading programme at the level of emerpent readess “mst be re-ordered (o ensure

o

siccess™, The idea of emergent reading is closety linked with emergent literacy which is a
atape in which children begin to think and leoro about nrint and its meaning in their
~svironment. These emergent rezders are aven opportuniiies, among others, to acquire

- phabetic reading skills, that is, ability to read texi written ir an orthography (spelling).

Chservatiens of elassroom practicss in both public and private schoo ols in Nigeria, reveal a

-

1

or visible difference in the levat of oral Bnalish language development between the two

ups of pupils. While mejority of the pupiis in private schools spoke Eaglish fluently,

~siorily - their counterparts in public schodls spoke their mother tongues and pidgin

Ttebukeln 2004, This ne Joubr 8 direetly or indiree ! to the adontion of English as

Conedium of exoression ot instre ‘tion in the movale schoois ae well as ihe Fact that majority
“the punils spoke Inglish at home. This is contrary to what chtains in the public schools
chere pilomn and the Nigerian Languages function as media. The pupils in the private

cohook s this more exposed to the oral use of language.

No doubt, extensive use of language helps the development of concepts, things, places,
~cople and situations and these give varied opportunities for oral language development,

secause the correet choice of werds and the crcative use of cxpressions are all avenues tor

Lvelopinn ora! tanguage skills, This is relevant to reading because ¢ children learn to read

what 1§ said

The multilingual status of Nigeria necessitates the adepiion of English langnage as the

official language while recogniticn is given to Hausa, fgbo and Yoruba which constitute the

saior fanenages (Feders! Coverrment of Nigeria 2004). To this end, the National Poelicy on

peahion (OO0 stipulates that —

G Ll

The medium of instruction in the primary school is initialiy
the mother toneue or the language of the community and at
a luter siage English.

The hnritesien of this recommendation is that children should be introduced to reading

in o Nigerinn: Langtage {NL) first. This policy does not operate in al! the schools due to the

multi-lingrs natge of ihe state. Observations of reading pr ctices as far as the teaching of

o ;
heoinning

cerned in Lagos Stoie (Okebukola, 2004) reveal led that a separate

RS ta -
FERIAIURE ) N

sacdiee oo T e af e diseretion some teach heginning

ao i oneth e W osmn Donguage (N nouaze (SL) simultaneously,

v 11 whiie introduction to

some artvate wohon o ch roasng in Bn
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reading in the NL begins 1 primary I Most schools in Lagos are compelled to use Fnolish
as & mediuwm of insiruction even at the lower pi.‘imury schwool because in some cases the
language of the tcacher may be different from that of the class while in others there may not
be a singlc Nigerian Language shared in common and understood by all pupils in the class.

In Nigeria, the worth of a primary schooi is judged by the [Muency and effective use of the
English lunguage by its pupils. Hence, it is the belief in many quarters in Nigerian that, public
school children neither receive high quality lanzuage and liieracy instruction, nor have their
ievels of literacy achievement reached parity with children rom elite homes (Okebukola,
2008}, Tt is on this nremise that this study sets ouf 1o examine the performance of primary one
pupils’ in Nigerian Public and Frivate Primary Schools in busic rexding skills of flucncy,
word attack and comprehensicn. The choice of primary one is to ascertain whether or not (he
perceived disparity in reading achizvement is largely a [unclion of the school envicament
and the teachers’ pedagogy oi the ievel of children’s preparedness as reported by teachers
(Okebukola, 2004).

The following nul} hypotheses were tested at a preset alpha level of 0.05.

I. There will be no statistically significant difference in the performance of emcrgent

readers in public and private schools in fluency,

~J

There wiil be no smrmlc ily significant difference in the perlormance of emergent
readers in public and privaze scnools in word attack skills.

There will be no statisiically significant difference in the performance of emergent

[

readers in public and private schools in comprehensic:.

ethodolog

Research Design

The study adopted @ quesi expesimental pretest, post test, non rasdomized control group
design. It was used to examine any possible effects of treatment on the literacy of emergent
readers in public and privaie schools on the measures of fluency, word attack and

comprehension skills.

Population
The target population for the study consists of emergent readers envolled in Primary
private and public schools in the 20 Local Government arcas of Lagos State. Their ages range

Setween 4 o 7 yeass.
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CJample

200 pupils in intact cicsges

“overnment arcas of Lazos State participated in the sty 2 07 te schools were private and

7 nublic. The sampled pupils were emergent

1t i, pupi}s who ware just beginning

‘+ learn how to read. Their ages range between 4 (6 7years, owing o attrilion at the end of the
data collection phase, data were finally coli ected from 196 pupils; 100 from public and 96

“rom private primary schools.

Tnstrumentation

"The following instruments were used for data collection:

. Questionnaire for Primary Cne Teachers.

This was designed 1o find out how reading is tanght and 2s 1ssagsed and how pupils perform
in reading tasks. It is divided into 5 sections. The first part (Section A) sought demographic
2ata of teachers, pupils and the school. The second patt {Secticn B) designated the task
srobed into such issues as how many hours are aliocat o4 o the teaching of reading, the

methods used in teaching reacding, how chi

{ and the specific skills

veht in reading. The third part (Section C) was the teachers’ assessment of the pupils as
readers — their ability to read the letters of the alphabet, ability to form words, pupils’ attitude
to reading and parents’ support. Section D provides informatbn on how teachers assess their
pupils’ progress and how the records are kept. Section E sought information on the reading
resources — what books are used in teaching reading, the availability of a reading corner or
library and the general environment of the school. Section E provides the teachers self
evaluation. Information sought include teachers objectives in the teaching of reading, the
professional organizations they belong to, workshops and seminars attended, problems
enrountered as teachers of reading and how they think they can be helped. A total of 43

srimary one teachers (twenty — one from zublic schools ang twenty — two from private
f ¥ Y : J

schools) responded twice to fhe instrument with two weeks setween administrations. The

scores on the (wo administratinns were comrainted usin =n procedure. The ins{rument

exhibited a test-retest reliahility coefficient o7 5.61.

2. Interview Guide for Headfeachers and Tropriefors
In order to obtzin a complete piclure of b2 schoels” backgroun d, orf*'uv?al on, method of
work and underlying philoscphy, an extended interview was arranged with twenty

bradinechors and tverty oronsistors of primary echosin otack the form of a structured
- b B - il N ‘
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oChiusl, parceptions Whoguige ts o ad stetes b dhe Nations Folicy

on Education, the srovision and ovailac o libraries, the medium of instruction and

conuunication in tne school, parenial atdtcs aud support for the schools, government’s

support for the schoci, general atmosphere and environment, suggestions for improvement.
Reliability was obtained by interviewing a sample (N=12) headteachers with similar

characteristics as the sample of the study. The interview was conducted twice within two

weeks between interviews. The jesponses on the two interview sessions wetre subjected to

1

test-retest reliability using Pearson procedure. This yielded a correlation coelTicient of .76

(l!}o\,k v dtlﬂp QCMM,&UM’.,

An event sampling ovszrvatics schedule was designed o record the various pre- reading
¥ o o

activities which emergent readers enguged in o prepare them for the reading act. The

methods their teachers eral communicaiion

Yoy, 2 langeege of teaching and zen

expression in the ¢

Event sampling cbservation reeords the requency of cocumrence of an eveil during a
class session regardlicss of the ims uring the lzsson when the event occurs. This comtrusts
with tiine sampling e.g. Flanders Interaction Aualysis System (FIACS) where any event that
occurs within a specitied time frame e.g. every minute is recorded. The reliability of the
instiunient is measured as agieement between raters (infer-rater corrclation). The rescarcher

and another rater who used the jusirument reached the 0.89 leve] of agreeinient using the

P T JRE T R F T
Pearson correlaiion sroccdure.

Using Wide Span Reading Test (W SRT) developed by Brimer (1974) used to assess (he

oral reading skills of flucney, rate of veading, 22

ss and tenation. The iest was adapied to

uit the status of tic westees. The pa 4 of 62 woras including those selected from

New Oxford English course B2 1 by AL Benjo of ol and Quesn's primer by Nelson and sons,

“hesc are books preseribed Tor use primiary schcols. Other words adjudged
suitavle for the cluss ievel us well as Die background of the pupils wors also included, such as

man, Bea, fact, caf, dog, mat, hen, egg, mun, zon, box and sun. The children read (o the
rescarchier and class teacher individually. Children’s” tluency that i, reading without tong

paases aad halting was scored as above avernge (3-10 marks) ave (9-7 marksy, below

f : . At viimr N e gt IS T N U T T
average {(0-4 maiks). The researcher sad tzacior seored cueh child ndenendently aud ihie

w
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scores were comnared, when the scores on o pupil differ, mc average of the scores were
caleulated and awarded the pupiis. In such cases, the scores o1l within the same grade level.
The passage and test were validated by 2 experts in language education who were asked
{0 identify words suitable in terms of language presentation, clarity of expression, class level,
length and relevance of applicabiiity to the investigation.
Test-retest reliability with one week interval yielded 0.69. This was obtained by
carrying out Pearson correlation between the scores of the children on the first and second

administrations.

5. Test of Word Attack (TWA?

Test of Word Attack (TWh) developed Gy the resesrcher using the prescribed reading
text for Nigerian primary schools: New Oxiord Engl ish oovrse BK 1 by T. Nelson & Sons.
The test was designed 1o assess the pupils’ ability to use linguistic knowledge to discover the
parts of a whole word. The test was diagnostic in nature. Children were given some three
letter words with missing letters in meaningful sentences. They were required to use their
linguistic knowledge tc supply the missing parts in such a way that the sentences made sense.
The method of scoring was such that the child received credit for a correct response to the
missing part of the word e.g. c-at for cat. To establish the validity of the test of word Attack,
the test items were examined by 2 experienced teachers in language Education.

The test was adjudged svitable in terms of clarity, language and class tevel. Reliability
coefficient of 0.72 was obtained using the Kuder Richardson for mula 21 [KR{21}]

procedure.

6. Test of Comprehension {T3C)

Test of Comprehension (TOC) devised by the res seorcher using prescribed reading text
for Nigerian primary schools — New Oxford English course skill by A. Banjo et al ard
Queen’s Premier BK. 1 by T. nelson & Sons. The reading passage inciuded words which are
considered to be within pupils’ academic level, social background and status as ESL learners.
The reading of the passage was done orally to ensure that the children were actually decoding
words. Most of the questions used in the comprehension text are at the literal level of
comprehension that is, wh — type, who, where, what. The readability level of the text was
determined in terms of its validity and relizbility. It wes validated by 3 experts in langtage

cducation and reliabiliy vield=d reliability coefficien:t o7 0.81 using KR (21) formula
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Procedure
The study began with an in-depth observaiion of classrocm teaching and learning with a
special focus on rcading, This was followed by siructured interviews and an event
observation schedule. The aim of these observations was to provide an overall picture of
current teaching and learning activiiies relating to reading. Note was made of the various
problems teachers enccunter in preparing puplls towards rzading in English. Alter both
1

public and privaie school pupils hed been taught using the same soiome of work for seven

i

weeks, WSRT, TWA, TWRS and TS were then administerss,

Findings
The mean scores of the public and private school subjects on the fluency, word attack, and
comprehension measures were compared for the purpose of testing the four hypotheses of the

study.

Table | shows the means and the standard deviation scores of pupils in public and private
i P P

schools in fluency skill.

Table 1: T-test Comparison of Pupils Performance in Fluency Skill by School Type.

Sroup N X
a1 t-cal
| t-tab df ]
Public X 4.0 P23 12.05 14.08 94 0.05
Private 96 6.16 1.09

The private school pupils had a significantly higher mean score on fiuency (6.16) than public
schools pupils (4.09). Since the T-test value was significant at p. 03, hypothesis 1 was

rejecled.

Table 2 shows the means and standard deviation scores of pupils in public and private schools

in word attack skill.
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Table 2: T-test C(“““

“ron ol Pupils’ Performence in Yord Atteck 8k by School Type.

! PN |
Group N | A SD t-cal | t-tab ot A ‘
: i
Public 100 L 423 1.4% , 2.97 | 12.08 g4 0.05
| ‘ {
Frivate 96 I 6.03 2.01 | i |
The private schools pupils had a significanily higher mean score on word attack skill (6.05)

than public schoois pupils (4.32). Since the T-test value was significant ot .05, hypothesis 2

was rejected.

Table 3 shows the mezns and standard deviation scores of pupils in public and private

schools in comprehension skitl,

Table 3: T-test Comparison of Pupils” Performance in Comprehensive Skill by School Ty

b Group | N X S.D t-cal t-tab Df A
Public | 100 10.98 213 2644 | 3237 |04 0.05
Private | 96 1428 | 256

The private school purils had a significant hizher mean scove on comprehension (14.28) than
public school pupils (10.98). Since the t-test value was significant at p.03, hypothesis 4 was

rejected.

Discussion of Results

The findings of the study resulted in the rejection of the three hypotheses formulated to
guide its conduct. The pupils in the private schools performed significantly better than their
counterparts in the public schools on all measures. A probable explanation for these {indings
could be the favourable condition which a private school nalurally enjoys much more than a
public school in terms of class size, provision of materials, consistency in attendance and

parental cooperation. The resuit of this study agrees vit': that of Umolu and Mallam (1983)

&7
t;

which found that public scheeis in Platean State did not begin o read until they were in

primary 3. The pupils in the study finished primary six with mean reading level of primary

3

one.

1

The fact that children who speak their miother tonsue at home and In school had lower

Al

scores than their counternarts n private schools who use English as medium Jends credence

Find

to the {indings of (Macauley, 1983 Okeb

~1a, 2005} who rotes that children in a bilingual
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.carning sitvation oro faced with o7

1 they speals thelr ciher tongue, but wie

-

vorced o read in e seoond ons

-

xge. They note [urther oot soch a shnation doos not

encourage carly acquisiticn of resding skills,

On the other hand, this siudy has proved that when a Nigerian child is exposed to u
second language carly in a functional manner, learning to read in the language is enhanced.
This is in agreement with the opinion strongiy held in educationat linguistics, Widdowson
(1975) asserts that the best way to teach a language for communication is through its use in
genuine communication.

Another probable contributory factor to the better performance of private school pupils in
the reading skills can be traced o the opportunity this group of pupiis have had in nursery
class where they had been exposed to pre-reading activitics in readiness for instruction in
begimning reading. This agrees with the resul: of a study cosried out by Broline (1977) in
which primary ore pupils who were taught by teachers who participated in a reading
readiness instructicnal programme and who applied the concept and techniques for the
programme In teaciung readiness skills perforized significantty beiter on reading tasks than
those who were taught by feachers wire had no knowledge of reading readiness skills.

The better perforinance of privaie school puniis in reading skills in comparison with their
couiterparts in the public schoois as evidenced by (he results of this study may not be
alicaated from the level of commitment of their teachers to duty. Although, some of the
privaie schooi teachers interviewed express dismay at the horse driven nature of (heir jobs,
but the fear of losing their jobs under the strict surveillance of proprictors keep them on their

es. The learning environment in the private schools is alse more conductive to reading as
reveated by the observations. Majority of the private schools visited have functional libraries.

Reuding classes are aiso better crganized in ine private schools with fewer pupils in class.

The entry behavicur of pupils also serve as encouragement for the tenchers to the point thai it

d on the foundation these children have had in their oral

c

Secomes easy for hem o bui
language development having come fom literate homes witere the speaking of Bnglish is
highly priced. Teachers nn {he pubiic schools when interviewed expressed bias about the
children’s readiness and abiiity 0 learn English having come into school with litile
knowledge in the language

Although, literature on comparative stucizs of the reading performance of pupils in
public and private scheols is sparse, there iz epough evidence to show that the rcading
performance of pupils in public primary schocis is at a low ebb (Jjaiya, 1997; Mcedahuasi,

1997; Dubey, 1982; Gumut, [985; Abiri, 1977; Walsn, 1984}, This comparative study is a
; ¥, i /
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further attestation to e findirgzs of thess eazar nne probed deeper info the

problems of peor reading achievoment in pu.

This comparison has esteblished a cose-that given improvement in the prevailing
circumstances, children in public schools can be helped to improve their performances, after
all they all are Nigerian childrea living on the soil of Nigeria and taught by Nigerians. It has
also been established that if public school teachers could have suitable books, materials and
zood conditions of service like those in private schools, it should be possible for them to have

as much success as those in pl“”l‘[e schools.

Concluston and Recercmendeions

The findings ¢f this study have reveaied it xwe_c reeders in nrivate schools proved
to be superior to those in pubiic schools in their performance in beginning reading skills
hx"ncy word attack and comprehension. Axang the facters responsible for this wide gap 23
evidenced by the findirgs of the study are: the cooperziion the schools gain from parents,
teacher’s motivatior ond attitude to work, provision of relevant materials and books as well
as the entry behavicur of the pupils.

These findings have implications for the teachers, curricuium planners, government and
parents. There is an urgent need to rescue the public primary scheols from total collapse. The
Nigerian public primary schools arc just a caricature of schools when compared with the
private schools. This accounts for the upsurge of private schools in every nook and crannies
ol Lagos State. Parents seem to have lost confidence in the services offered so much that
those who can afford the money send their children to private schools while the fess
privileged bemoan their lot and resign to fate. It is unforivnate however that majority of
Nigerian emergent readers are the children of the tatter group.

Recommendations and suggestions for improvemen’ 'n e teaching of beginning reading
instruction in Nigeria kave beer given by nimerous worksss who have researched into these
problems (Lalya, 1997, Medalunsi, 1997; Dubey, 1082; Tatwo, 1280; Walsh, 1984). There
is, therefore, an obvicus need for improvement in teacher training to make teachers more
sensitive (o the process by which children learn to read and to enable them select their
strategies for teaching. Teachers need to be given the op;ﬁortunity to attend seminars, and
conferences (o keep abreast of new developments in teaching. Emergent readers should be
grouped into classes according to their level of readiness for reading. Those with little
knowledge in the language need to be exposed to a well structured and sequential programme
or reading readiness activities for 2 or 3 terms depe o on the progress being made. At this

time attention should e paid to their oral language de

eat. Since language is primarily
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speccin, a child siiouid be made o {irst ace quire the language o somo oxtent belor e beilig

ckposed (o the rudinents of reading thereby piving precedence to sstening and speaking
ceiore reading and writing, The verbal languege is widely recognized as the foundation of
cadine
f.\,!.'.(lln‘c.

Another area of Yocus in

reading in the public primary school is

supervision in the iny sds of teaching reading. 1t is noted that

hieadteachers have it Ciasstcom osupervision in these schools ualilke the

private schools, which Pand prefit making orlented. Indeed, what the public
school teachers need is adequate supervision. There is the need to set un a monitoring unit by
Local Education Districts who should pay periccic visits to the schools to see that teachers do
what they are supposed to do when their needs are met at least reasonably.

By and large, the problems of under-achievement in the reading skills as exhibited by
emergent readers in public schools zrose from the complexity of the language situation,
unmanageable numbers ol pupils in the face of acute shortage of tcachers and classroom
space, teachers limited knowledge of teaching methods, lack of suitable materials and poor

carning environment.

The International Reading Asscciation (IRA) in 1 witn focal chapters hus a
{

rode to play o amelioraling diese prelems. They can help in B2 foliowing ways:

o

e

e Supporting wachers o enhunee

capacity of Hteracy

relevance and cfficiency,

e Conducting rescarch in various aspecis of literacy programmes with a view (o

uinderstanding, appreciating and addressi

Fot]

challenges to literacy in Africa.

* Encowraging innovaiive ideas in literacy and support to African countries. Also

o Government should control pre-primary education by establishing nursery schools
especially in the rural areas. Through pre-primary education children are expectled 1o
pre-reading activities which have been found to enhance children’s reading ability

(Spectlor, 19953,

Perhaps it 1s time for local chaplers of Interrarional Reading Associztion to ¥ise up to the
chailenge of populisizing ihe research efforts of Ls members o7 propusing and ensuring ihe

vzmbership of schools in the asscelntion. Thin will enablc teachors in such schools to

svelop themselves acadomicnl suive pew Sdwdologies wad boou'i from the growing

suldd Lo aoed that beginining

o
PR
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left to chance on the whims and caprice of individual teachers and parents. It
ad to learn.

reading to be
iearat to read canre

<hould he realized that only those whao have successiuily
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