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ABSTRACT

This sindy fooked i the redatingislin Between the ecodemic
perjormance of students and teachers gualiffcation, areas of
specledizarion and teaching expevience. Four hundved (40045501

social stwdivs sindents ad fed (10 social stvedies feachers were

rexedd fir the st Theee Flcsiony were aavwered (o the siodv It
was extelfished ther there exive § o selationship -l'JWII'J.’Err-HrL'

aeadeany aehicvement i social sidios and teachors " guedificetion
o vy of apeclolization, Mowever e velationsfio behveen
fegohers cxperience and sindents acodemic achicvement i the

subfet conded ol be estebiishod. Burat-om effect was ielensifiod ax

the mjor regson Jor iis. Coosequemi i wes recommdnded S

regruler n-service eainiing peagrammnes S gesenized fae thiv i

af tecelers.

INTRODUCTION

That Social Swdics i avalue-laden scoal sulpect s ne Innper debutable, Similarly.

s status as an i portant velicle inthe walization of the national educationsl posl:

i5 an aceeptod ot bregbe |94 Akimiave 2002, Faghemi 2000 and Akinlive

20033, These MNotional Edueation Objectives s stated by FME (1977, 192)

1998 and 2004 nre:

2 the inculemticn ol maional conssh sness and tatinmal unite

@ b inculeation ol the dght i - ol values and suitodes for the survival af the
individual sndthe Nigerians

2 the trviming of e mingd jin 1k, derstimaling of e world around; and
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© the scguisiton elapproprate skills and e developmgel o metal, phvswal
anmd secinbabilitics and competencies os cquipmens te the v we e
und comtribute 1o the development of his socicty

selvom the st

Ife rertizatinn of these poals through secial studies depends larg
sim iy e

gt input il education - the weacher, Thiz s protuhly the
atiomish podicy encducation nhserved that “sinee no cducaiion vsienn may rise
ahowe the qualite of its teachers, teacher education =hall continee 1w he given

nuitjar crmbzesis il educational plammmn e and development™ rENILE T o
Furtherors Unukoben (20031 observed that the teacher is the prvoat en which the
whoel ol cducation revedves. The wacher 22 the kernel of the educatonal ree.
Coaseguantly the vole ofthe wacher as anall knewang, the flaminge beacon ot Jw
socicly and o rajor determinant of the |'||1_=-|__'|'|T,!.\'H-i'l|.l|1l." -.'|-|11|11L||1i‘.3. st ooprsperly
[ocnsed. L kejed | 998 ) had-carlier noted this wisen be observed that te guatioy of
a teacher 1s move diveetly velated to the s ofany nelion, To the Japmese. the
teacheris the wheel of education, 1o the Anwricans, ke s the power of education
while w the Astan tgers he is the secret of their present share ol the moon, 'The
impoaetEnee ol the teacher cannot really be overemphasized, Ukeje (1998 o1 e
chzerved - ata teacher’s mistake is caaswophic when compared with the misiake
of other prolessionals. Tohim the mistake of o doctor may lead at worst o the
death of o patient. the accountant, the [oss of money, an engineer, callapse ol
bridze or building while the elfects of a teacher s mistake leads to all af the above
and more and they may be everlasting, Perhaps. this iz why Bomalale (2iH12)
obseraes that: '

"l ey to effective and prodhcie edeliing I clossically lnked

with the abiline of the teacher o creaie fa the fecrer, i genniie

frte o) dned dlexive o fearn, Enovs aoted apeole wltar fas been e, o

fevards the sofwdion of probiems Loing tha fearner Jn fix

eaviranment. Speh fearning sirtion con be rooedt abosd e il

deacher who By expected W0 e g

o e soltennt eleracterisifos of e soed feseior

eed wiar comy P desorifed

These chercleristics of teachers that can bead to positive schicvement by pupiis
inelcle: personality, antudes, guahification. experierce and mstrecional siaess
Ajgeaby i 19091 observes that i s mainly ek of suiable wained weachaers rori
e lack ofmecognition of the imponanee of geosraphical Kraowledse, st pree ents

e sur sccondary schools and colleges fom el lering the subjec:. 1 i5
I of poography arelatively older subjeet i the school curticulum, nhee o

[ inen o esamine the implicatim of these e hers” characlenistios on st

L il
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school currtculum. Akinbodes (198 Isurvey of social sludics teachers shaws
thata majority o them would live b Ity haekgtround net s the background in
gemgraply. A few would have their bias in pelitical scienge and yet Fevwer would
have socinlogy as minor with geography as their mapor. They were specialists in
theair Figlits, bl definitel not in social stuclics '

Theahove finding indicates a aross aeficiency in relaton o Social Studies education,
Efforts to reposition the subject so that the desired [ruits can e harvested from i
ruslaim at elimimatiog thes ancimitly. This is aring the Background that there is
wniversal agreement thata reacher nyust Grs by agond penerl education, proper
graunding in some waching subjects andan unde standing of the learner and
appreciate feaching wehnigees [Balogun 19870, The aoals of teschers education
aceording to FME (1998) sinved a1 previding teachers with intellectyal and
professional hackgmund adequate f feir nssignment and who are adaptable to
changing situations.

Inview of the above. this paper sets out 10 investigate whethcr students achievement
tnthe subject is a correlae ol fi] reachers’ aualification (iiii) teachers’ experence
and (i) teachers” area of specializdion

Research Questions

The following research questions were raised fior the sty

i) Will students’ academic performance he related toteachers” qualification
in the subject ! !

i) [s there any relationzhip between leachers” years of teaching experience
and studems academic selievement?

(i) T8 thereany significant Jifference | the: ademic achivvement ol students
taught by specialist anud non-specialist social studics teachers?

Methadobogy

Poprulation: Al the 155 [ social studies students and teachers of public second-
ary schools in Amuwo Odofin Loeal Education District of Lagas Sute fmed the
population for the shdy

Sample: Ten intact classes cons isting of fov undred 158 11 wadents taueghi by
teachers with different qualifications. areas 0! eialization and BADETICHCE Wip
randomly selecied in Amuwo-Udofin Local + vernment Area of Lagos Stale.
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Instrumentation: The Teachers Personal Queestionmuiee (11O was acminis-
lered b the teachers o order o identi 6y their qualification, areas ol specialiion
and years of ey perience as socinl studies 1eachers, Their varous principils con-
firmed these

A t":]'LI'_\'-i lem Social Snidies Sultiple chotee Objeetive Test S SAO T was admin-
istered an the students. This was bised on the J5 1T Sozial Studics syllahus,
For qualification, the wachers were mouped into loar namely:

(1} NWCE {11} Elepree

{ui) PGDE (i) MLEAMAMSe foreachers” qualification

For  sas efspecialization. the teachers were grouped inio six namely:

(1) NCE (Social Swdies) (i) NCE (Non-Social Studies) (i) BA, B.Se. BE(
(Bocial Swdies) (v} BABSc B Ed (Mon-Social Stedies) (v) Other higher
degrees (social studieshand {vi}) Otherhigher degrees ion-soeial aludies).

For teaching xperience, the teachers were grouped into four namely-

(i} 1= 10wrs o) 10=20wrs_ (i) 20 = 30 ves. (iv) 30 yrs and above.

Data Anlysiz - .
{iv) Research Question Oner Will siudents' seademic performance in social

studies b reluted 1 1eachers’ qualification in the subjeet? Table | belww
gives the sununery of the perloTmance of students in the social studies e
Lught by she different catepories of teachers

Table 1. Teachers Qualification and students’ academic achievem ent,

Teachers' {_‘rml:lh-:ni:n MWos, ol Studenis Mos, ol Wlean Seore af
tangh Tenchers Stuehent X
| MCE B an [ 2%
BECHABE] 0 é 50
FGbE 50 [ 512 Oy
M.Ed'™M. A % 5. bt 2 316
Fotal _ A0 0 4759

From table . one can observe that the students el by degrec and higher
degree hol, 5 ieee higher mean peronnance than those sanght by MOE holders
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e mean of students taught e WL srdeates had @ mean seoie o0 008, |
mean score ol degree holders” stndenes was 5003 90001 holders” stedents b
SL2 and the master’s degree holders’ stadents mean seore was 516
Consequently she e say Ll studen s achioven s in social siudics was rolatoed
b leachers” gualification. Thereloee oie can canclude that there i+ a relationship
beetwaen feachers” gualificarion ond students” aeademic nehicvement in social
stuzlies.

Rescarch Question 1T B there s relamtionship hetcen teachers’ vears ol

teaching expericnce ind sindents” seademic achicvens ot wsncial studics™ The
unilysisis presented in tuble 11 beliw

Tabile T1: Teachers™ teaching cxperiens und siudents” academic achiove.
ment insocial studies.

Teaohing Fxperfonce . i ificoiran Mos e

{in pears) Toerchors Sorre

10 (viars) | d0.1

10-20 - % 3 50.5

20 =30 = E '] S

2y

30 and above = g g 2 49,5

| Towl 5 5 41.2

Table [ summarizes the tesching experience and stwdens academic perfommnoe
in social studies, Teachers with livs degrees and higher deprees in sncial studies
were used lorthe analysis. The able shows it the higher the evperienee pfthe
teachers the higher the mean score of the st 'ents i social studies. Excepd the
students thal were taght by over sy vewrs experienced leachers. Henee there
wagno relationship between teic hing experience fnd siudents prerformanes in
social studies.

Research Question Three: |5 there any signifeant diforence inthe aeadenie
achievement of students taught by specialist and non-specialise soeial studies
teachers? The analysis is presented inable 11 helow.
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Pabile BIEs Difference in aeademie achievement ol students taaght by
specianlists and non-specialists social steedies fesehers,

E ".'.uim__ Fopulntion L Sndents” Muan

| leachers an,lcum Seores oo
speciilists 4 3 17706 |
womspecialiss | 0 1 #
NET | e 1015 T

0.0 6z Table " | 635: Deprec of freedom = 0,03

Gable (L summar o wachers” aneas of specialization and swudents” achievement
mesncial e dies The porfmree of students tanght by sevial stodies specialigs
v Bighor 34943, while the mewn score of students wugebn by non-social smdics
was 33, Inview of this. the nding has shown that arce of specialization was
relatad to students” scademic achicvement insocial studizs, However when sub-
jeeted lodhe “ iest statistic, the difference was discovered msignilcant al (.05
itlpha level.

Discussion and Reconanendations

[ resulis afthe study show that teachers” qualifications and ancas of specialisation
were related lo studems” academic achievement in social sludies. The Andings
shewe that teachers who bave in-depth knowledge of the subject as well as equipped
wiih the maht pedapesieal echmigues willieach the subject hefor, Relovant knowl-
clae by teachers is necessary o place social studies firmiy on the road map in
apder o actualize its enviaged ohjesives in particular and the national educa-

nonal ehjc tives mrgeneral,

However, the fack of relationship between stedents” acadenic achigvement in
soctal sludies and teachers leaching experience (3vears and above, table 1F)
citubel he traced o barm-out effects. The more ateacher siav on fle job the less
i proesduectivity due to disillusionment- a peodect of lack of job satisfaction in the
teaching profession in Migeria.

I view of'the ghes @ itis hereby recommended that regularin-service iminmg b
vrganised fors rving teachers. [naddition. efforts must be made wimprove the
wllare pocka; - forfeachers W reduce the bumt-out effects on serving teachers,
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