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ABSTRACT

The paper examinc., the capability of social studies at devel oping
in learners the awareness of their socio-political rights crd their
freedont to exercise these rights in the society. Informeation gathered
from questionnaire administered to 500 pupils was analysed with
percentages. It was discovered that social studies adequatel)
exposes learners to their civic rights and obligations and that the
pupils were allowed to exercise these rights at home and in the
classroom but such freedom was restricted outside the classroom
and in the larger society T}’;el findings were discussed and ne cessary
recommendations were suggested.

INTRODUCTION

Among the contemporary issues and newly emerging initiatives in the Nigerian
social studies programme are oitizenship and human rights education. While
citizenship educaiion is designed to vuild in young learners, knowledge,
understanding and skills crucial for full and effective participation in the society as
well as making good judgment and wise decisions, human rights education inculeates
the awareness of those riohts which belong to every man. w nan and children
(Omosehin, 2002). Through the inculcation of necessary social values and attitudes
therefore, social studies is expected to make children aware of their various rights
and obligations through the citizenship and human rights education embedded in
its curriculum,

However. recent happenings on the rights of the child point to the significant position
the child occupies in the society. The child is the resource pool from which the
future generation is predicated. The future human resources and leadership of any
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saciety is inextricably linked (o the ways in which its children are nurtured and
developed. Gye-Wado (1990y maintained that the development of human rights
has been underscored by two approaches namely the traditional approach and
the socialist approach.

The raditional approach is derivable from natural law conceptions. This approach
suggests a general system of rights that is common to mankind nrespective of his
nationality. creed or sex. These rights are deemed inalienable with divine contents,
Inessence therefore. the regime o “human right within the traditional approach
was concerned with the citizen 1.} what could be done 1o establish his humani ¥,
Suchrights include the right to lite, freecdom of speech, freedom of association and
so on, Here civil and political rights become the focus. The socialist approach
views humanright s legal potentiality, which requires governmental activity o
become asocial reality or a social fact

Vasak (1977) opines that the first generations of human rights are essentially in-
formed by the notion of liberty and political participation. These are basically civil
and political. The bulk of these rights are contained in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, 1948 and the Internorional Convention on Civil and Political Rights.
1986, auwteny s Jawiy 1o

The paper therefore. examines the level of awareness of the child’s political rights
in Nigeriaand the roles social studics plays in inculcating this awareness into the
Nigerian child. However, mention is also made of the development of human rights
in Africa from the pre-celonial. colonial and post-colonial era.

Human right in Pre—colonial Africa

Pre—colonial Africa had its own notion of human rights. However, pre-colanial
Africa was neither culte ally nor politically homoagenous. But yet there were certain
indices of sucio-political life that could be said to have been prevalent among the
various nationalities of pre-—coionial Africa. Human rights at this era were collccti o
The whole community was the focus ofrights and privileges as well as duties.
However children at that time were to-be-seen and not heard because it was a
taboo fora child to comment, question or contribute to discussions in the sacicty.

Colonial Era

This era brightened the I ne of the child since it recognized that the child as g
member of society has ¢ 1y right to be catered for. to be protected. 1o have
assess to good education  d freedom of association.
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Post—Colonial Era

‘The Organization of African Unity as well u;\.‘lhu l.‘nitud Nations Ur.‘_:irfnmfrfvi\

stipulated the rights and protection of the child in ‘.hﬁll'd"t’uljlcrl‘s. e A !-<_an C 111 1

ter represents both the African perspective as well as the minimum progr ;m‘nm fi )I»

human rights. The development of rule of human rights cither atthe mtcrnﬂ_{mlmri or

M:ﬂiull.'d”l:\’cl.\ have taken into consideration the peculianties of the <‘;h;ld.‘ 'l hl‘h

h-;:n:z the situation, this paper tries (o examine the level \':I‘;m';a‘rcncxs ol Il?c‘cmld B

S0 o palitical rights in Nigeria. the extentat which he exercises these rights ind

e roles of social studies in this regard.

Rescarch Questions

I'he tollowing research questions were answered in the study

= Do parents create enabling environment for the child to exercise his socio-
political rights?

= s the child allowed to contribute to decision making in school?

*  Does the (Nigerian) child enjoy his rights and freedom in the clas:

» [daes the Nigerian child make anv contriibution in decision making in the soc y?

= Doces social studies promote the awarcness of the child’s rights and duties
among the learners?

Methodology

Popiation: Primary 4 to 6 pupils whose ages range between 9 anc 12 years

formed the population for the study.

Sample: A total of 300 pupils were .\;nnp]c@ for Lh‘u .s‘n'ld_\. One hundred (100)

pupils from two schools in each ofthe five politcal divisions of

Fnstrumentation: The instrument used for collection of data was the question-
naire containing sections A, B. C. D.and E.

Vitidity and reliability of Instrioment: The questionnaire was i_f_i\‘t,‘ﬂ, 10 some
experts in Early Childhood Education to validate after [hc.mnizil f.ll'aall .“‘Ei(_[ nccc.s_‘.v
sary corrections were made. Their contributions were copsidered in the final dml‘L
I'he reliability of the instrument was established at 0.68 using the test-re-test reli-

ability.
Administration of Instrionent: Copies of the questionnaire wert iii'!-llﬁl]".u.d o
primaries 4-6 pupils in each of the schools randomly selected inthe e divisions

< choactually

NET 1 ¥ st oy = > e lace o
of state. This was done with the assistance of the class tea
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T
supervised the administration of the insitrunyent,

The help of the teachers were souglht because it was believed that the pupils
would feel more relaxed receiving insgtrucfions from their teachers than from
stranger. After completion. the teacherss coflected them and handed then over to
the investigator.

Data Analysis

Research Question One: Do parents ereare cnabling environment for the child
to exercise his rights? The analysis is presented in table 1 below.

Table 1: Rights of ti.e Child at Home (i percentages)

SN ltems Responses 4’
S YES | NO |
I Are you allowed to express your feelin gs a) home? [390] [i10] j
78% 22%
Mt
2. | Do you choose your clc 15 yourself? [330] 1707
. 60% 34%
3 Can you put on the television without ermjssion from [330] {170]
your parents? . 66% 34%
or station you like. 27% T3%

5 Are you always allowed to visit your fijends? [210] [290]

—
G. Are you atiowed to make comments during sieetings at home? [270] [230]

—

Total [1665] | [1333)

4. Your parents do not complain when yo1 chriose any program [135] {365]1
l
|
\
|
|
1

| s
The above table shows the data obtained afier calculation, 55.5 percent of the
respondents gave affiimative response to all he items while 44.5% gave
negative response  his implies that children are allowed to exercise their
various rightsat th  ome.

Research Questic  Two: Is the child allpwed to contribute (o decision making
inthe school? The . nalysis is presented in talyle 11 below.
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Table F: Rights ofthe child in the scho) (In percentages)

ltems Responses

Do vau elect vour schools prefects yourseli”

Are vou allowed 1o attend meetings with 1

w teache

Have you been taught leadership qualities and roles in the

school?

Does the school organize visits (for you} to government

offices and educational institutions? [200]

40%%

1200
60% | 40%
[1070]
42.8%

Do you have fiee access to your head teacher? 1300]

Total

Erom table Il above, the pelcenta«m of respondents that responded “ves™ 10 al]
he items was 42.8% while those that responded ‘no” was 57.2%, It shows that
he child’s rights are limited in the schoa]

tesearch Question Three: Daesthe Niverian child enj~vhis rights and free-
‘om in the elassroom? The ana]\\uwnu ‘nied in table I . elow.

‘able I Rights of the child in the classroon (In percentages)
N Items

Responses

Are vou allowed fo choose vour cluss o plain vourselves? [400]

80%a

Is your teacher very friendly with vay?

Are you allowed to ask questions in the class”

Does vou teacher always use cane during [essons?

Are female teachers friendlier than the male teachers?

-—_— L
Total [1090]
07.6%
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Cable T shos s that the pereentage of respondents who responded posttively to
all the items was 67.6% while those that responded negatively was 32.4%. This
implies that the children exercisc their rights in the class.

Table I'V: Rights of the child in the society (in percentages)

SN ltems Responses
YES NO

I.| Have you ever been to the Lagos State House of Assembly? [50] [150]
10% 9%

2. | Have vou ever met the Chairman of your Local Government Area?| [110] [390]
22% 78%

-3. Do vou attend community meetings in your urea’? (70] [430y

14% 86%

4. | Are vou allowed to hold children’s (only) raflies or meetings? [110] [390]

2% 8%

5. | Have you ever advised your father about community issues? 210] [290]

42% 58%

6. | If you have, did he take to your advice? 102 [398]
204% | 79.6%

Total 652 [2348]
21.75% | 7827%

Rescarch Question Four: Does the Nigerian child make any contribution to
decision making in the society? The analysis is presented in table IV below.

Table IV above shows that the percentage of respondents who responded to
‘yes” was 21.73% while those who responded to "no” was 78.27%. This implics
that the child’s rights were restricted if not totally eroded in the society.

Research Question Five: Does social studies inculcate human rights (L.e. nght ol

the child) into the learners? The analysis is presented in table V below.
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Table V: Awareness of the rights of the child through social studies (in percentages ).

Topics Learned in Social Studies:

SN Items Responses
YES NO
1. | Your duties at home [351] [149]
T0.2% 29.8%
2| Father’s duties at home 322} [178]
644% 35.6%
3. | Mother’s duties at home [320] [180]
64% 36%
4. | Functions of government [258] [242)
51.6% 48.4%
5. | Your needs at home [333] [167]
66.6 34.4%
6. | What you need before you start school [273] [227]
54.6°° 454%
7. | Your needs at school [320) [180]
4% 36%
8. | What you need after school - [281] [219]
56.2% 43.8%
9. | How to live with other people [410] [90]
82% 18%
10.| Conflicts (or quaniels) among people [234] [266)
46.8% 53.2%
11.| Law courts , [330] [170]
66% 34%
12.| Free movement (freedom of movement) [310] [150]
62% 38%
13.| Jobs done by people in the community [411] [89]
822% 17.8
14.| Money and how to save money [136] [364]
272% 728
15. | Our rights and duties in the society [284] [216]
368 432
TOTAL 73 [2927]
60.97% 39.03%
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Table ¥V shows the responses of learners 1o e various 1opics on Tundameniol
humen nghts of the child leamed in secial studies. From the table, o0 97%, -
sponded pusitively o all the items suggested while 39.03% responded negatively,
This amphiesthal the leamers are being keptaware ol their nghts hrough socia
stiches sducation,

Liscussinn

The study revealed that soctal studies promates in the ehild, e awareacss ol his
nighis nsearty as the primary school level (Tabls V), Thus, i inculeates necessas,
knowiedoe into the voung learner whe becomes tomorron s leader and decision
miaker, The incaleation of these nights will help o proonete the sctealizatic  of ome
ol the national poals of Nigerian, that is, the building of “a just and cgalitarian
society” [FRM. 2004).

A justand egalitarian sociely connoetes a Niperian society where every eitizen
[roune and old] has equal opportunity to persanal development, equal assess to
fuir desl, jusee o5 well as equal distribution and use of the available natucal amd
vational resources [Akinlaye. 2003 ] This implies strong assurence of equal
dispenzation of justice to all citizens irmespective of social pesition. age, level, and
SOCIO-SCONMTE SHats,

Henee, one major abjective oFsacial stadies for the primary school level among
athers is "to develop in children a positive attitude io citizenship and a desire in
them to make a positive personal contribution to the creaton of 2 united Migeria™
(Okobia 1984}, Citizenship inhis regard means the enjovment af all righis—political.
sivil and lepal — along withather features.

Thereflore, through citizenship and luman rights cdncaion comained in social
stdies curreulum das distinet areas of study or as integrated wpics), is expeeted
to ensure that the child i conversant with his dghts and be so prepaned Lo exercise
stch nghts now as & child and in the furees as anadult. With this swarencss however,
is the child allowed to exercise and enjoy his fendanwental human rights in the
society?

The suedy further revealed that children are allowed 1o exercise their rights a1
hare {table T and in e chessreom (fable 1T but with some resrictioas on gene |
sck = and societal maiters {tables Tand [V 1 These revelinens show that wh
ina  inigture social envirenment, the children ave Iree o exercise their nalis |
vie o msminors in the larger sociery {including the school) henee, the restrictio
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Howewer, the F948 Einiversal Doecluration of Haman [2asebans, thie 198G Alricen

Charter on Human und People’s Righis and the 1933 Lurepean Convention o

the Protection of Human Rights guarancee the righis of the children along side

othereategorics ofhumans, Conssquently, the sehis were caterorized inpa:

ral) Civil and political rights ¢ g vights o i, freedom of assess to i fomation.
freedom af mavement selivion, gssocintion, tiogahtand righis o vote smd he
vited for.

(b} Econgmicund social vightse people’s social, soannm o and enlinrd righis o
education. i form and belong 1o trade unioms. o propertics, o shelter,
health etc.

{c} C'ullmcﬁ_'x'c and group rights te.ghtiode_ong covironment free from polfution,
protection, feendestruction, right o sl i-dis clopment, sell determination,
right of minordties and colonized people et (Onensehin, 2002),

Children are as well free 1o enjov ol the righis subject wsome individual nationl
constilutional medifications, The capasure of childre., 10 and their preparation for
enjoying these rigls rest on social Audies educating beiny heonly core subject
that teaches relzied concepls 0 the prigsarye and juios secondary school [evels,
The ebjective, namire and senpe alsocinl studics ponray s capability for promoting
effective citizenship and the usderstanding of thesr rohis anvmg the children. By
understanding lwman relationship, social studies aims at producing children and
youth whe possess skillz, competonees. monal values and judgment required 1o
ellectively live, mierst, interelate and conibure prositively o the seonomic, secial,
vefopment of the Migeran society in pacticularand the
B Onosehin, 200 fis 1 promised on the mclasion
wons Citizenship, freedom,

aovial studivs” content,

politieal wnd cuiie:
wiark] in gemerad (06
obcomeeprs suck as e and ol iy
juslive, comilicn. co-oportion et in the

sogtatl oh

Ihe recomnended micods forsocka] studies instractional actvities alsoeroutage
lreedam of specch. gaamiation, movement. source of information. [V el
amang the voung learners, Therefore, through it nature, scope, content amd
methinds, social studies ensures the awarencss and 1y derstanding of the socio-
political righss of the chif by the vowng leamers,

Conclusinn

The Gindings ofthis stedy show st e child e b= and class can el v exercise

his socio-political riglits in matters affecting i, Vo in the scheol (onitside the

classzoom ) and in e laveer sociciy, hose rightsare anited. Hewsver, the socisl

studies lessons adequately inculene theae riptus (and ohligmions mon the learmers.
w7y
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Recommenidations
Based on the findings, the following are thereby recommended:

v The child, 25 a member of the society and as a leader of tomorrow should be
allewed to fully exercise his rights in the society,

*  Theschool (as an agent ol socialization) should give the child an atmnosphers
of freedom and peace. A hostile school ervamamment prevems etfeetve leaming,

= The sehioel should bridge the gap. between the pupils and all the social and
political institutions existing within the locality The home 15 the first poine of
call for the child hence, the need lor the child to have a sense of belanging
Allewing the child to contribute to discussions germar w s lile is a positive
step inthe right diection.

*  The abjectives for teaching social studies at various levels would need ta be
expanded to further inelude more concrete attenpts al promating citizenship
ad Tnoman rights education,

*  Social studies teachers need 1o put more emphasis on issues or Wpics that
promole peace, unity and freedom in their lessons.
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